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PREFACE 



On whomsoever may devolve the unthankful task of 
compiling records of any episode in the Government of 
India, or whatever may be the prejudice with which he 
commences by exhibiting the severe necessity for un- 
restricted rule over a people incapable of constitutional 
institutions, his narrative, whatever its historical preten- 
sions may be, will invariably degenerate into a story 
beginning with intrigue, continuing in spoliation, and 
terminating in confiscation. Such, for the most part, is 
the history of all Indian Princes in connection with 
the British Government of India, nor is the present 
work an exception to a rule so general. 

The first centenary of the last Treaty with the Nawab 
of Bengal was completed on the 21st March last. 
A hundred years in the history of Europe, where the 
progress is gradual, can hardly be realized ; but a 
century in the history of British India unfolds a pano- 
rama commencing with the establishment of a few fac- 
tories in comparatively insignificant parts of the coast, 
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and terminatiug in the efforts to consolidate and im- 
prove one of the largest and most powerful empires in 
the world. 

To Englishmen, the value of this vast Imperial posses- 
sion is of paramount importance, for with this Depen- 
dency we have acquired a position amongst the Nations 
of the Universe, which, from our insular and isolated 
position, it would in vain have taxed Anglo-Saxon ener- 
gies to have gained. India affords a ready market for 
our manufactures, an almost inexhaustible store-house 
for the supply of raw material wherewith is provided 
employment to British labour, supported and encouraged 
by British enterprise and British capital ; it also fur- 
nishes an ample field for the development and profitable 
use of the talents and energies of our young men, which 
would otherwise only help to overstock our market of 
intellect at home. Yet with all these advantages, and 
despite this universally acknowledged importance, how 
small is the interest displayed by Englishmen in matters 
relating to the welfare and prosperity of this vast Depen- 
dency. A debate on Indian Affairs in the House of 
Commons is invariably marked with the characteristic 
feature of " empty benches,*' and not unfrequently 
with what is worse, a ** Count Out." 

To right-thinking men the injustice of this apathy 
has been not only bitterly felt, but has led to remon- 
strance, yet we doubt not from our daily growing closer 
connection by telegraphs and railways, India and Indian 
questions will not only form subjects of general notice 
but of absorbing interest. The apathy of which we 
have complained has doubtless led in many instances to 
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the Government of India adopting a course of policy 
which, to Englishmen, lovers of Truth, Justice, and 
Freedom, is abhorrent, and would in our individual 
capacities be shunned equally with a deadly plague. 

But that which Englishmen, as individuals, would 
blush to hear themselves charged with, much less be 
guilty of committing, they in their collective and corporate 
capacity, sometimes unhesitatingly accomplish ; and Eng- 
lish talent and genius are, we regret to say, too often 
prostituted in support of the cause of wrong and injus- 
tice. 

It has been assumed by a few eminent statesmen and 
writers, that the secret of British success in India is en- 
tirely dependent upon the extinction of Sovereign rights 
and sway amongst the Native Princes of that land ; that, 
in fact, for the English rule in India to be secured upon 
a firm and sound basis, the policy of the Indian Govern- 
ment must be " Annexation." Without discussing the 
soundness, or otherwise, of this doubtful policy, it has 
at no time been maintained that we should not only 
deprive the Princes of India of their possessions, but 
also rob them of their moveables and moneys ; this 
doctrine we are happy to say, whatever may have 
been the private practice of our Indian Administrators, 
has never been expounded with authority. 

The Great Mutiny of 1850 — 7 was an outbreak entirely 
due, not to a general discontent of the people at the 
disturbance of their landed tenures, or an insubordina- 
tion of the military occasioned by interference with their 
religious prejudices, for these were but instruments, not 
causes of rebellion, but to the now well-known determi- 
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nation of certain powerful natives no longer to endure 
the insidious treachery of Indian Government policy, and 
their fixed resolution to put a stop to, and to revenge 
the continuous course of accumulated, although almost 
insensible, injuries and encroachments perseveringly 
carried on against them by the East India Company's 
officers. The severe lesson then administered bv such a 
remonstrance in arms, would, doubtless, have induced 
the Company to conduct their Government of India upon 
more just principles, had not a knowledge of the cause 
and effects led to a wise resolution of Her Majesty to take 
from the corrupt hands of a Commercial Body the sceptre of 
empire over two hundred millions of human beings, and no 
lonj^er to expose the British rule to the odium of a nar- 
row-minded and mercenary policy. The hopes of India 
rose with the generous Proclamation of Her Majesty in 
1858, and the native Princes of India were gladly folded 
under the wings of their encompassing Angel " British 
Empire." 

Since that time, year after yeiir has seen documents 
set forth on official authority, gratulatory of the material 
improvements effected in the managmentof Indian affairs. 
But the moral policy of the Council in India has remained 
the same. There has been no cessation of the trenching 
towards confiscation as regards the Indian Native Princes 
that was left behind in the official desks of the Company — 
what was commenced in 1760, counselled in 1816, connived 
at in 1834, determined upon in 1854, and directed in 1862, 
was approved in 1864, and would have been effected in 
1869 but for the bold determination of the intended 
victim, no less a personage than His Highness the Nawab 
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of Bengal, Behar and Oiissa — the oldest ally and greatest 
friend in India of the English power — to appear in person 
before Her Majesty, the Parliament, the People, and the 
Law of England, and to appeal for redress in the present 
for himself, and protection in the future for his family. 

Thus the knowledge has been forced upon the English 
public — hitherto careless of Indian circumstances — that 
although the leading idea of the governing power in 
India was outwardly changed in person as in expression, 
the bureaucratic idea remained identical. So that it has 
happened that things have been done in the name of Her 
Majesty as Empress of India which are intolerable in any 
country subject to British laws, and governed according 
to British principles of justice. 

That such things were possible under the sway of the 
East India Company there is no unwillingness to confess, 
but that it may be possible to suffer injustice from 
British Indian Imperial Government such as His High- 
ness the Nawab of Bengal comes to complain of at 
the foot of the throne of England, some might feel 
inclined to doubt. To such, a painful spectiicle must 
have been presented on the 1st March last in the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, when their Lordships 
gave judgment on the Appeal " Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for India verstta Mussamat Khauzadee,*' a short 
quotation from which is annexed : 

" The Government was much in the wrong in taking 
" possession as they did, and that this Appeal never 
" ought to have been brought. Their Lordships will 
*' therefore humbly advise Her Majesty that it be dis- 
" missed. The dismissal should bo witii coit:i.'* 
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The Goyerament alluded to is that of India as con- 
trolled by Her Majesty's Secretary of State and the 
Indian Council, which Council is thus described by Sir 
William Denison : — 

Council of India: — "The gentlemen composing this 
" Council can only give the Secretary of State the record 
" of their past experience ; they dream of the India of the 
" present day as that of their youth ; they can give no 
" information which cannot be obtained in a much more 
" perfect and correct form from the local authorities in 
** India ; their advice is disregarded by the Secretary of 
" State when it does not harmonise with his own views, 
" and is merely made use of by him to shelter himself 
" from the responsibility which ought to devolve upon 
" him of thinking out and deciding questions submitted 
" to him from India ; questions, I may say, which would 
** be, in most instances, better dealt with by a fresh mind 
" than by a body constituted like that of the Indian 
" Council." 

It is against the unjust and arbitrary decision of this 
tribunal in 1864 on the subject of his legitimate and 
hereditary rights that the Nawab Nazim of Bengal now 
appeals to the enlightened British Public. 

•' Can it be possible," an English gentleman would ask, 
" that on the termination of a contest for disputed sove- 
reignty in which essential services had been rendered by 
those noblemen to the victor, after receiving from the head 

of a noble family, say the Dukes of D e or A 11, the 

management of his estates and the administration of his 
territories on condition of supplying a certain sum 
annually as revenue, the potentate, acting as steward — 
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after obtaining through such administration a complete 
command over the property — should turn round upon the 
family of his original employer and styling him — the Duke 

ofD e or A 11 — a 'titled stipendiary/ should 

declare the settlement (after a lapse of a hundred years) 
to have been only a personal agreement with his ancestor, 
and propose to cut away his rank, and lop off his reyenue, 
leaving him only a bare annuity in the residue called a 
life-interest, but secured only on his (the payer's) caprice 
or convenience, with the addition of an insulting offer for 
the apprenticing of his sons to some trade ?*' 

Such, nevertheless, is the object, intent, meaning and 
history of the following passage relating to the Nawab of 
Bengal, which occurs in a Despatch addressed by Sir C. 
Wood as Secretary of State for India to the Governor- 
General in Council in India — a passage no doubt purposely 
concealed and omitted in the copy supplied to the Nawab 
himself. 

" I am of opinion that the future position of Nawab 
" Nazim's sons should be fixed and defined with as little 
'• delay as possible. Her Majesty's Government desire to 
" have the views of Your Excellency on this subject. 
** Your Excellency is aware that this Government are fully 
" sensible of the inconvenience of perpetuating in this 

" OR ANY OTHER FAMILY A LINE OF TITLED 8TIPEN- 

" DIARIES without power and responsibility, and without 
" salutary employment, &c., &c,, it would seem to l)e the 
" wish of the Nawab Nazim that his sons should be 
" trained to some useful occupations. I should be glad 
" if arrangements could be made for enabling them to 
" become useful members of society. The accumulation in 
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*' the Nizamut Deposit Fund might afford permanent en- 
" dowment to a certain extent." 

A similar proposal submitted to the House of Com- 
mons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as Dewan of 
the United Kingdom, in regard to Her Majesty's Civil 
List, would not be more absurdly illogical or flagrantly 
unjust. 

To impose some check by public o[)iuion on the con- 
tinuous urging of such a policy is the main object of 
the present compilation of documents in regard to the 
Case of Hia Highness the Nawab of Bengal. In defence 
of his children's rights, he appears in this country as a 
Petitioner of Right. It was in his country and through 
his ancestor's services that the English secured a i>er- 
manent footing in India in 1757; it was by his own 
loyalty that they were enabled to maintain it in 
1857. That any such power will again fall to the 
hands of an Indian Native Prince is not probable. 
Her Majesty's rule as Empress has grounded a far 
different policy than what led up to the deplorable 
events of tliat sad period. But before the effects of 
such an improved policy can be realized to their full 
extent, it will be necessary that the old principles that 
have formed the ground-work of Indian official action 
should be entirely eradicated. 

Surely, when all is said, ** honesty is the best policy." 
What is called the English Government of Bengal 
was established upon commercial principles by com- 
mercial men. The East India Company never received 
any authority to govern the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa ; they were appointed first by the Nawab 
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and aft-erwards by the Emperor of Delhi Chancellors 
of the Exchequer under the Nawaba' Governraeut. 
Whatever autliority the English Government of Bengal 
now possesses, has been assumed. In all their re- 
lations with the Nawabs of Bengal descended from Meer 
Jaffier the East India Company treated the Nawabs as 
Independent Princes, for it was a well known fact that 
they had purchased their independence by paying 
a fixed tribute of twenty-six lacs of rupees a year to 
the Emperor of Delhi, and were therefore de facto Inde- 
pendent Princes, and could only be treated as such. No 
revolution of the people has overthrown their power, 
nor have they committed any breach of Treaty with the 
English by which they could legally be said to have 
sacrificed their honour, or the protection to which they are 
entitled at the hands of the British Government. What 
was stipulated in the original Treaties and Agreements 
with the Nawabs is justly due to them, and should 
— speaking in a commercial sense alone — be paid over 
to them without further chaffering or unjust ques- 
tion. 

Even in its best form, the present policy of the Go- 
vernment of India has attained no higher range than 
that of standing by injustice, and doing no more wrong. 
This idea was clearly set forth by Sir William Denison 
while acting temporarily as Governor-General in 1864, 
nor does he disguise the present condition of things, nor 
seek to conceal the wrong done. 

" The more I see of the state of things in this country, 
" the more earnestly do 1 wish for alterations and reform ; 
" yet the growth of abuses has been so natural and so gra- 
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" dual, each step having been almost a uecessarj conse- 
quence of the preceding one, that it is difficult to know 
where to begin, and having begun, equally difficult to 
** know where one is to stop. Many matters come before 
" me which involve a consideration of the treatment dealt 
" out by us to the great men of the land in former times, 
" and which impress me with the conviction that we acted 
towards them most nefariously ; but were I to attempt to 
grant redress to the children of these, where could I stop? 
** I should have to give over a large slice of the Madras 
" Presidency to others who, ignorant and full of native 
prejudices, would bring back a state of things, which, 
if not past, is, at all events, passing away. I have made 
" up my mind, therefore, not to attempt to redress here- 
" ditary injustice ; but taking what happened before my 
" time as a fait accompli, to be careful that no complaint 
*' is made against me." 

However plausible and superficially politic such-like 
sentiments may be, they are neither commonly honest nor 
just. They resemble the simple idea of the '* cateran '' set 
in action on a large scale over an empire of two hundred 
millions of people, 

" The robber's simple plan 
That they should take who hare the power, 
And the J sliould keep wlio can." 

In the present instance of the claim now submitted 
to the patient investigation of the reader, the present 
Nawab Nazim has come to this country to seek at the 
hands of the British Government and Nation, that justice 
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and redress wbicb have been denied bim in India. His 
claims are based entirely upon Treaties^ public official 
Letters and Proclamations of tbe GoTemment of India, 
and tbat also of Her Majesty. He seeks no favour, but 
simply desires a public and patient enquiry and investi- 
gatiou of bis just claims, and be does tbis as a faitbful 
servant and loyal adberent of Her Most Gracious Ma- 
jesty. If tbose claims, on public and patient investiga- 
tion, sbould prove just and legitimate, it is beyond tbe 
question to evade payment by pleading inexpediency. 
His Higbness bas at all times sbown a desire to meet 
tbe Government in a friendly spirit, and to setlle bis 
claims amicably witbout embarrassing tbem. Had be 
been met in an equal spirit, tbere is no doubt tbat tbe 
vexed question of tbe " Claims of tbe Nawab of Bengal" 
would bave been settled long ere tbis. 



London, 2ud May, 1870. 
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Mahout — Elephant driver. 

Majholee — A kind of cart. 

Mamool^t — A customary allowance. 

Marhrohe or Mohurrir — A clerk or writer. 

Maro — Beat. 

Meah — Eunuch or chamberlain. 

Meeanah — A conveyance, like a Sedan chair, for invalids and women. 

Meer — The distinctive appellation of a descendant of Mahomed. 

Meer Samana — Commissariat department. 

Mehal Serai — Seraglio. 

Mehter — Scavenger. 

Mqflusil — Country : opposed to town. 

h 2 
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Mohqfez khanah — Record room. 

Mohurmm — Celebration of the Martyrdom of the grandsons of 

Maliomct. 
Mohurrir — Scribe. 
Molaxum — Courtier. 

Molatuman Imteazy — Officer of the Court of an Indian Prince. 
Mocjrayee — Crier of a Court. 
Mookbarah — Tomb or Mausoleum. 
Moonshieff—An Indian subordinate Judge. 
Moors — Mahomedan. 
Mosahib — ^Aide-de-Camp. 
Mujtee — Law officer. 
Mtunmd — Throne. 

Mutaynat — An appointed perquisite. 
Muti(uuddee» — Accountants . 
Naibf Naib Soubah — Deputy, Nawab*s deputy. 
Nawab or Nabob — Ruler of a Province of the £mpire. 
Natoah Natim — Originally Deputy Ruler or Viceroy of the King of 

Delhi, but subsequently an Independent Tributary Prince. 
Nawah ^a<tr— Chamberlain, an office usually held in the East by 

eunuchs. 
Nauteh girl^k. dancing girL 

NasirM — A title generally applied to eunuchs or other people holding 
responsible service appointments. 

Ifitammt — Nawab Nazim, his Court Family and Government. 

Nixamut Adawlut — The highest Indian Appellate Court. 

Nukeeb — A crier, herald. 

Nutthee — A bundle of papers. 

Nuzter — A homage gift. 

Omrtih* — Noblemen. 

Oomedwar^A hanger-on waiting for employment. 

Pal — A gipsy tent made of matting. 

Pandith bearer — ^A servant-in-waitang upon an Indian Prince with 
spices, perfume, &c. 

Peadah — A foot soldier of the body-guard employed as a servant. 

Peont — Commissionaire or messenger, 

Pemneeah — One who writes down evidence in a Court 

Pergunnah — A parish or part of a district. 
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Perwannah — An order or pass in writing. 

Pheel Khana — ^Elephant department. 

Majah — A title of Hindoo nobility. 

Ratdarre — Councillor. 

Beiai or Ryot — ^A tenant. 

JZo6oi(rarKfiav0M— Writer of summaiy decisions. 

JZowaiMi— A customs pass. 

Bupee — ^Two shillings ; florin. 

Busiee — A rope used as a measure about 90 feet. 

Buth — A kind of covered bamboo carriage on four wheels. 

Sahib — Gentleman. 

Sepoy* — Native soldiers. 

Shagerd Pesha — Menial servants. 

Shnrrah — Tenets of Mahomedanism. 

Siecas — The old Indian rupees of about one-sixteenth more value than 

the English rupees. 
Sircar — A government or head of a department. 
Sirdar-^A governor or chieftain. Head man. 
/Scw^aA'— Ck>vemment ; a division of the Empire. 
Souhahdar — Head of the Government of a division of the Empire. 
Soubakdarry — ^Kingdom, Division of the Empire. 
Soomthal — The first process of instruction in a Criminal Court. 
Suddar Nitamui — The highest Indian Appellate Court. 
Suggurgarree — A two- wheeled bullock-cart. 
Sultanut — Empire. 
Sunnud — ^Boyal Warrant. 
Suioarry — ^Betinue. 
Syce — Ghroom. 

Talka pal — Awning, generally made of mats. 
TcUookdars — A land holder. 
Tamasha — An amusing entertainment. 
Tageer^Gtwlty. 

Teen duffa ya haluih hooa — ^This occurred three times. 
Thanna — Police station. 
7%cca — Temporary employment. 
Toshakhana — Bobe department. 
Ukroba or Akrobak — Relations. 
Urzbeggy or Aruzbegy — Usher in waiting on an Indian Prince. 
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Vakeel — Agent. 

Vera nidah — Portico. 

Vizier — Prime Minister. 

Wogherah — £t cetera. 

Zemindar — Landholder. 

Zemindary — Leasehold Estate subject to ground rent. 

Zillah — County or shire. 

Zimmum — ^Bond or surety. 

Zulen — Oppression or tyranny. 

ZumistaHee—SeABonahlo gifts. 



INTRODUCTION 



The relations between the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal and the British Government may 
be classified under three heads, viz. : Political, 
Commercial, and Social. 

The Political relations are consequent on the 
Treaty of Alliance' offensive and defensive 
entered into with Meer Jaffier by the Eepre- 
sentatives of the British Government in 1757 
(Page 6), confirmed by the Treaty of 1763 
(Page 9) and ratified by the subsequent Treaty, 
with Nudjm-ul-Dowlah in 1765 (Page 15). 
The true spirit, intent and meaning of those 
Treaties have been clearly evinced by the 
recognition of the descendants of Meer Jaffier 
as Soubahdars and Nawabs Nazim of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa, up to the present day, and 
although they have since 1772 been deprived of 
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the power vested in them, as also many of 
their rights and privileges, no legitimate reason 
can be adduced in support of such an arbi- 
trary course of procedure. 

The Commercial Relations are grounded 
upon the Firmaun of the Emperor of Delhi 
in 1765 (Page 19), and the Agreement (Page 
22) with Nawab Nudjm-ul-Dowlah, who made 
over the Freehold of his own personal estates 
as well as that of the Imperial Lands to the 
Company as a Feud, and agreed to accept a 
round sum of about £570,000 per annum as 
the Nizamut share of the Revenues to be 
regularly paid as long as the East India 
Company's Factories continued in Bengal. 
This arrangement was subsequently modified 
by mutual consent, and by a Treaty and 
Agreement in 1766 (Page 23), and at last 
definitely fixed by the Treaty and Agreement 
of 1770 (Page 26), **for ever." Since that 
time no formal Treaties have been entered into 
to regulate this allowance, and it does not 
follow that because the Nawabs Nazim, as 
powerless Princes, were unable to exact the full 
amount then agreed upon, and were obliged 
perforce to accept whatever sum their powerful 
Allies chose to pay them, that they are in 
consequence not legitimately entitled to the 
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sum fixed by mutual arrangement in 1770 ! 
Such a conclusion would be both unjust and, 
commercially speaking, untenable. 

The Social relations are those by which 
society is regulated, whereby men of rank 
are entitled to a certain amount of respect 
as becomes their position. These relations 
have been sadly departed from by the 
officers of the British Government in their 
deaUngs with the present Nawab, and right- 
thinking men may satisfy themselves of the 
truth of this assertion by a perusal of the 
Correspondence from Page 238 to Page 268. 
Notwithstanding the repeated assurances of 
Governors-General to support the happiness, 
dignity and high station of the Nawab, even 
his private rights have been invaded, his in- 
come has been arbitrarily curtailed, and the 
management of his own family, the dismissal 
of his own servants, and even the religious 
services over his ancestors' tombs have been 
successively interfered with, each invasion 
being quoted as a precedent for another. 
His Highness has thus been subjected to in- 
dignities which no man, however humble his 
position, would brook without remonstrance 1 
Is it, then, to be wondered at that the Nawab 
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Nazim is now appealing to the British Govem- 
ment for redress and protection ? 

With regard to the Nawab Nazim's political 
and commercial privileges it has been plausibly 
asserted that "under the Treaties (with his 
ancestors) the Nawab Nazim has no acquired 
rights," and "that the Family of the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal have under the Firmaun of 
Shah Allum, no claim upon the British 
Government," but these assertions are un- 
supported by legal authority, or by the con- 
ditions under which the Company acquired 
the Fief of the Provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa; for when the office of the 
Dewanny was conferred upon the Company, 
they became Chancellors of the Exchequer 
only, and were not invested with any governing 
powers. All such powers were reserved for 
the Nawabs Nazim with a stipulation in the 
Firmaun that their expenses and those of their 
family and court should first be provided for 
out of the revenues of the provinces. The 
following extract of a letter from the Court of 
Directors themselves dated 17th May, 1766, 
clearly exhibits the relative duties of the 
Company and the Nawab : " We conceive the 
" office of Dewan should be exercised only in 
** superintending the collection and disposal of 
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" the Revenues, which office though vested 
**in the Company should officially be executed 
" by our Resident at the Durbar under the 
"control of the Governor and Select Com- 
" mittee, the ordinary bounds of which control 
" should extend to nothing beyond the super- 
intending the collection of the Revenues, 
and receiving the money from the Nawab's 
Treasury to that of the Dewannah or Com- 
pany This we conceive to be the 

" whole office of the Dewanny. The Adrain- 
"istration of Justice, the Appointment of 
" Offices, Zemindarries, &c., in short what- 
" ever comes under the denomination of Civil 
"Administration we understand is to remain 
" in the hands of theNawab and his ministers." 
{vide Page 469 of Long*s " Selections of Un- 
published Records of the Government of 
India.") 

This letter explains the dualistic form of 
Government which united the interests of the 
East India Company and the Nawabs Nazim 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and no legal 
authority was ever given to the East India 
Company which entitled them to control the 
whole Administration of the Provinces. This 
usurpation of power took place in 1772 during 
the minority of the young Nawab Mobaruck- 
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ul-dowlah, while his affairs were conducted in 
Trust by the Prime Minister Mahomed Reza 
Khan who had been appointed to that office 
by a former Nawab, and even allowing that 
the Company were obliged to assume the 
temporary management of the Nawab's 
Government during his minority, as Regents 
they were morally bound to restore to him 
the management of his affairs when he was old 
enough to govern. The Judicial Branch of the 
Administration alone was restored and con- 
tinued under the control of the Nawabs 
Nazim until 1838-40, when in consequence of 
the non-age of the present Nawab, that 
also was taken up by the Company for 
their own purposes, thus leaving the 
Nawab against his own will " without power 
and responsibility, and ivithout salutary employ- 
meut.** This fact was ungraciously taken up 
in 1864 by Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India, and dwelt upon as a reason for 
depriving the children of the present Nawab 
Nazim of those rights, dignities and privileges 
which have been guaranteed to the family by 
solemn Treaties, and these Princes have been 
ignominiously styled " Titled Stipendiaries," 
liable at any moment to have their means of 
subsistence taken from them, although their 
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rights were secured " for ever" by the provisions 
of a mutual agreement based upon the stipu- 
lations of the Imperial Firmaun, which while 
it constituted the Company Fiefholders and 
Chancellors of the Exchequer, especially pro- 
vided for the support of the Nizamut. 

The Revenues of the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa were only made over to the 
East India Company in Trust on certain con- 
ditions, and it is the breach of those conditions 
which is clearly hinted at in the Despatch of 
17th June, 1864 (Page 279). Such a narrow- 
minded Policy, however, is opposed to all 
the rules of morality, and to the magna- 
nimous principles of the British Govern- 
ment, and if carried out would throw a slur 
on the good name of the British Nation, and 
expose our credit to justifiable attacks from 
foreigners, which it is the duty of every 
Englishman to carefully guard against. 

Commercially speaking, such an act of con- 
fiscation would be analogous to that of a 
banker or agent, holding the control of certain 
moneys or lands placed in his custody under a 
proviso that a portion thereof should be paid 
for the support or benefit of a ward in 
Chancery, refusing to meet the claim on a plea 
of inexpediency or from self-interested motives. 
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The British Government would be as much 
justified in repudiating the claims of all those 
who now hold the bonds and securities of the 
East India Company in the form of Company's 
Papers, &c., as in cancelling the Treaties and 
engagements made with the Nawabs Nazim of 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa. Both were given 
for value received by the East India Company, 
and as the British Government bound itself by 
Eoyal Proclamation to abide by all such en- 
gagements and to maintain them scrupulously, 
surely no State Policy should dictate the 
abrogation of the one without the other, or in 
other words, make the weak suffer while sup- 
porting the strong. 

The present Nawab Nazira, as a powerless 
Prince, relies entirely on the moral support 
and protection of the British Public against 
a premeditated act of injustice to himself and 
his family. He asks for no favour, and the 
fact of his seeking a public investigation and 
inquiry into his claims, which have not yet 
been controverted by the Government, will 
naturally lead thinking men to the conclusion 
that he has justice on his side, and that ^' his 
weakness is his strength." 



A COMMERCIAL VIEW 
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That commerce is one great source from which national 
importance is derived, is unquestionable, for history points 
out that the energies • of many great nations have been 
directed to the protection of it, and that with the decline 
of their commerce, such nations as the Dutch, Spanish, 
and Portuguese lost their influence^ and sunk into ob- 
scurity, yielding the palm of greatness to other Powers, 
foremost among which now stands England. The British 
nation is essentially commercial, and to this fact may in 
some measure be attributed our position as the leading 
Power of the world, since our influence has been derived 
from the enormous resources of our country, accumulated 
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to a great extent by the importation of the material 
wealth of other lands over which we hold sway. The 
greatest and wealthiest of our possessions is India (whicli 
has been very appropriately styled '* the brightest jewel 
in our Begal Crown"), it is to a part of India, there- 
fore, and an Indian question, founded upon our commer- 
cial relations with that country, that this paper is par- 
ticularly dedicated* 

The first Europeans we read of who obtained a settle- 
ment in India for the purposes of trade were the 
Portuguese, whose example was followed first by the 
Dutch^ and afterwards by the French and English. With- 
out entering into historical details, connected with the 
Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth to the English 
merchants trading to the East Indies, it will be sufficient 
for our purpose to give an outline of the Govemment of 
India, and more particularly of that portion of it to which 
we wish to draw public attention (the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa) from the year 1636, when, through the 
influence of an English surgeon named Boughton, a 
few enterprising British merchants obtained a Firmann 
(Patent) from the reigning sovereign, Shaw Allum, to 
trade free of customs throughout all his dominions. 
India had at that time, after many and great revolutions 
become subject to the Emperor of Delhi, commonly 
known as the Great Mogul, and was divided into several 
provinces or kingdoms called soubahdarries, the govern* 
ment of which was entrusted by the Emperor either to 
his sons or to viceroys of Eoyal lineage, called Nawabs, 
who, as rulers of the Soubahdarries, were styled Soubaha 
or Soubahdars. These Soubahs paid tribute to the Royal 



Court at Delbi, but exercised full power in tbeir own 
Provinces as Independent Princes, so that it became in- 
cumbent on our traders to obtain tbeir consent as well 
as that of the Emperor before they could carry on their 
commercial operations in the several provinces. Thus 
circumstanced, our merchants were occasionllv interfered 
with by some of the Nawabs, and having been at last 
expelled from the country, they appealed to King James 
the Second^ who sent out some ships with troops to 
protect the rights and interests of his subjects, and 
secure the establishment of that commercial body known 
to us as the Old East India Company, who prosecuted 
their trade with varied success until the year 1698, 
when another Company of merchants was formed in 
England, under the auspices of King William III., 
for the purpose of trading with India. This new es- 
tablishment excited the jealousy and indignation of the 
old traders, who exerted all their power to overthrow it, 
but without effect, till 1705, when, after much discus- 
sion, a union of the two interests was agreed upon, and 
a Eoyal Charter was obtained for the United Company 
of English Merchants trading to the East Indies. This 
union of the two Companies was the first step towards 
the establishment of British power in the East, for their 
combined efforts and joint capital enabled them to en- 
large their operations by buying land, building factories 
and forts, hiring troops, and putting themselves in a 
position to defend themselves in cases of emergency. 
The commerce of Bengal — the richest Province in India, 
and which at that time, together with Behar and Orissa, 
was governed by Prince Azim-ul-Shan, grandson of the 
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Emperor AuruDgzebe — became their chief study, and they 
accordingly obtained permission from the Nawab for 
carrying on their operations in that Province, even under 
heavy restrictions. The trade of the Company, however, 
increased but slowly until the time (1741-1756) of Nawab 
Aliverdy Khan (the fifth in succession after Prince Azim- 
ul-Shan), who, being well disposed towards the English, 
entered into a Treaty with them, and granted them 
many concessions which enabled them by right of pur- 
chase and other means to establish themselves per- 
manently as traders in the country, in which capacity 
they might have existed up to the present day, had not 
circumstances occurred after the death of Nawab Aliverdy 
Khan, which roused the indignation of the British Gh>- 
vernment, and led to those events which opened out a 
new era in the history of Bengal, and gave birth to the 
policy by which, under cover of Solemn Treaties and 
Engagements, the Company eventually secured for them- 
selves the Supreme Administration of the three Provinoea 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and the way was thus opened 
for the introduction of the Wise Laws and Noble Institu- 
tions of our country into a land that for many ages had 
been the scene of political intrigue, massacre, and blood- 
shed. But while admiring the great results of that 
policy as exhibited in the improved condition of the 
country and also in the advantages gained by it for the 
British Nation, we should not lose sight of the faithful 
representatives of our oldest ally, Meer Jaffier to whose 
influence and co-operation alone can be attributed the suc- 
cess which has accompanied it. It is, therefore, to His 
Highness Syud Munsoor Ullee, the present Nawab of 



Bengal, Bebar, and Orissa, that we would now draw public 
attention, and, after giving a brief account of his ancestors 
their position and relations with the East India Company, 
their loyalty, and faithful attachment to the British 
Crown, notwithstanding the arbitrary measures of the 
Government of India which have resulted in their humi- 
liation, and which will be fully set forth herein, we will 
introduce for public consideration His Highness' grievances 
as set forth in his Memorial to Her Majesty's Secretary of 
State for India in Council, wherein he describes the unjust 
treatment he received at the hands of the local Government 
of India — which led to his leaving his home and his family 
and visiting our country in the hope of obtaining from 
Her Most Gracious Majesty and Her wise and just Go- 
vernment and People that justice and redress for his 
wrongs for which he and bis loyal Predecessors have 
vainly applied in India ! 

Nawab Aliverdy Khan (who left no male issue) bad 
three years before his death nominated his grandson 
Mirza Mahomed (better known as Suraj-ul-dowlah) his 
successor. This Prince, being of a sullen, cruel, and 
tyrannical disposition, was quite unfit for the position he 
occupied, and he was in consequence disliked by his own 
people, and by everybody with whom he held intercourse ; 
it may, therefore, be readily conceived that he soon made 
himself obnoxious to the English Company, whom he 
had determined to drive out of the country. His success 
against the English and his cruel acts which terminated 
in the dreadful tragedy of the Black Hole in Calcutta 
(too well known to need comment here) led the Company 
to enter into an intrigue with his relatives and their 



supporters for the purpose of dethroning the tyrant and 
placing another member of the Koyal House on the 
musnud. Accordingly, negociations were commenced 
with Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, the son-in-law of Nawab 
Aliverdy Khan — a nobleman of Royal lineage, and great 
influence, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army, who 
had always shown himself a zealous friend and supporter 
of the English. He undertook to make good the losses 
the Company had sustained if they would lend him their 
assistance and co-operation as feudatories in obtaining 
possession of the throne ; this the Company agreed to 
do, and drew up the famous red and white treaties 
under the direction of Colonel Clive, who afterwards, 
through the instrumentality of Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, 
succeeded in defeating Suraj-ul-dowlah at the memorable 
battle of Plasscy, on the 15th June, 1757, and on the 
accession of Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, concluded the Treaty 
with the new Nawab, of which the following is a acknow- 
ledged to be a true copy. The original was supposed to 
have been subsequently destroyed by Colonel Clive for his 
own protection, when he was accused of having forged 
Admiral Watson's name on it. 

Translation of tie Public Treaty made with Admibai. 
Watson, Colonel Clive and the other counsellors, Mb. 
Dbake and Mb. Watts, o* written in Persic, &c,, &c,^ 
and si^t£d by Meeb Jaffieb Ali Khan with his own 
hand, (y'ide Orme's " History of Indostan*' Vol, II., 
Page 161.) 

'* I swear bj God, and by tho Prophet of God, to abide by the 
terms of this Treaty whilst I hare life." 

Article 1. 

WhateTer Articles were agreed to in tho time of peace with the 
I^abob Surajah Dowlah, I agree to comply with. 



Article 2. 

The enemies of the English are my enemies^ whether they be Indians 
or Europeans. 

Article 3. 

All the effects and factories belonging to the French in the proyinoe 
of Bengal, the paradise of nations, and Behar, and Orixa, shall re- 
main in the possession of the English, nor will I eyer allow them anj 
more to settle in the three provinces. 

Article 4. 

In consideration of the losses which the English Company haye 
sustained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Kabob, and 
the charges occasioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will giye 
them one crore of rupees. 

Article 5. 

For the effects plundered from the English inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to giye fifty lacs of rupees. 

Article 6. 

For the effects plundered from the Gentoos, Moors, and other in- 
habitants of Calcutta, twenty lacs of rupees shall be giyen. 

Article 7. 

For the effects plundered from, the Armenian inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, I will giye the sum of seyen lacs of rupees. The distribution of 
the sums allotted to the English, G«ntoo, Moor, and other inhabitant, 
of Calcutta, shall be left to Admural Watson, Colonel Cliye, Boger 
Drake, William Watts, James Kilpatridc, and Richard Beeoheri 
Esquires, to be disposed of by them to whom they think proper. 

Article 8. 

Within the ditch which surrounds the borders of Calcutta, are tracts 
of land belonging to seyend Zemindars ; besides these, I will grant 
to the English Company 600 yards without the ditch. 

Article 9. 

All the land lying south of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, shall be under 
the Zemindarry of the En^^h Company : and all the officers of these 
parts shall be under their jurisdiction. The Beyenues to be paid by 
the Company in the same manner as other Zemindars. 

Article 10. 

Wheneyer I demand the assistance of the English, I will be at the 
charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

Article 11' 

I will not erect any new fortifications near the Biyer Gkmges below 
Hughley. 
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Article 12. 

As soon as I am established in the three proTinoes, the aforeeaid 
sums shall be faithfully paid. 

Dated the 15th of the month of Bamagan, in the fourth year of tlie 
present reign. 

This Treaty as written by the English, oontained the sense of the 
aboTe Articles, tliough in different words, and concluded with an ad- 
ditional clause to the following effect : — 

Article 13. 

On condition, Meer Jaffier Oawn Bahadur solemnly ratifies and 
swears to fulfil the aboTo Articles, we, the underwritten, do, for and 
in behalf of the Honourable East India Company, declare on the Holy 
Erangelists, and before God, that we will assist Meer Jafiier Cawn 
Bahadur with our whole utmost force to obtain the Subahships of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, and further, that we will 
assist him to the utmost against all his enemies whatever, whensocTer 
he calls apon us for that purpose, provided tliat when he becomes the 
Nabob, he fulfils the above Articles. 

This Treaty was signed by 

Admiral Watson, 
Colonel Cltye, 
Mb. Bbakb, 
Mb. Watts, 

MaJOB KiLPATBICKy 

Mb. Bechbb. 

The donations to the Army, Squadron, and Committee were written 
hi another Treaty. 

We need not dwell upon the flight and miserable death 
of Suraj-nl-dowlah, suffice it to say that Nawab Meer 
Jaffier Ali Klian was duly installed as his successor, and 
was confirmed in the office by a sunnud (patent or pro- 
clamation) from the Emperor of Delhi, without which he 
must have been looked upon as a usurper — for though 
long before this time the power of the Great Mogul had 
been on the decline, and most of the Nawabs had ceased 
to obey the Boyal mandate, yet the form of applying to 
the Boyal Court for sunnuds (patents) confirming any 
changes that might take place in the direct line of sue- 



cession of the Nawabs had not been quite abolished. 
The right of succession, therefore, of the family of Nawab 
Meer Jaffier Ali Khan having been confirmed bj the 
Emperor of Delhi, no grounds could thereafter be ad- 
duced for interfering with them without cruel injustice ; 
yet, because the Nawab Meer Jaffier was unable to meet 
the exacting demands of the Company's servants, a 
conspiracy was formed against him while Olive 
was away, and he was induced to retire from public 
life, and make over the Government of the Provinces to 
his son-in-law, Meer Cossim Ali Khan, whom the ser- 
vants of the Company used as an instrument for carrying 
out their ends. But Meer Cossim Ali Khan did not 
long enjoy his position, for the Directors in England 
ordered their servants to reinstate the legitimate Nawab, 
Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, which they accordingly did by 
an additional Treaty and Agreement, (which is still in 
the possession of the present Nawab) under which they 
secured for themselves and the Company many unlooked- 
for advantages — such as gifts of lands, &c. 

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement between the Governor 
and Council of Fort Williams, on the part of the English 
East India Company and the Nabob Sujah-ul Mulck, 
H08SATN-6-D0WLAH, Meeb Mahomed Jaffiee Kahn 
Bahadub, Mahabut Jung^ 1763. 




The Seal of the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khan, Ba- 
hadur, Mahabut Jung, &c. 



On the part of tht Company, 
We engage to reinBtate the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan 
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Bahadur in the Soubahdarrj of the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orixa, by tlio de{>OHal of Mecr Mahomed Koasim Khan; and the 
efTects, trt'usure, und jewels, &o., beloncnn); to Mccr Mahomed Koasina 
Khan, whieti sliall fall into our hands, shall be delivered up to the 
Nabob aforenamed. 

Oa the part of the Nahoh. 

Article 1. 

The Treaty which Iformerltf concluded with the Company upon my 
accosKion to the Nizamnt, engaging to regard the honour and repmla- 
Hon of the Company^ their Governor ami Council as mg own^ grant- 
ing perwannahs for the Currency of the Company's business, the same 
Treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Article 2. 

I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying the exponses 
of Troops, the Chucklas of Burdwau, Midnai>ore and Chitagong, which 
wore before ceded for the same purpose. 

Article 3. 

I do ratify and confirm to the English the privilege granted them 
by their Firmaun and several Husbulhookums, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own dustuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impositions in all parts of the country, excepting the article of Salt, 
on which a duty of 2} per cent is to levied on the rowana, or 
Uooghly market price. 

Article 4. 

I give to the Company half the Saltpetre which is produced in the 
ooiintrv of Pumea, wliich their Gomastahs shall send to Calcutta. 
The other half shall be collected by my Foiydar, for the use of mj 
offices ; and I will sufier no other person to make purchases of thu 
article in that country. 

Article 5. 

In the Chuckla of Sylhct, for the space of five years, oommenoiiig 
with the Bengal year 1170, my Foujdar and the Company's Gh>mastah, 
shall jointly prepare chunam, of which each shall defray half the ex- 
pense, and half the cliunam so made shall be given to the Company, 
and the other half shall be for my use. 

Article 6. 

I will maintain twelve thousand horse and twelve thousand foot in 
the three Provinces. If there should be occasion for any more, the 
number shall be increased by consent of the Governor and Council 
proportionably to the emergency; besides these, the Force of the 
EngUsh Company shall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Article 7. 
Whenever I shall fix my Court, either at Moorshedabad or else- 



11 



where, I will adyise the GoTemor and Council ; and what number of 
English Force I maj have occasion for in the management of mj 
affairs, I will demand them, and thej shall be allowed me, and an 
English Gentleman shall reside with me to transact all affairs between 
me and the Company, and a person shall also reside on mj part at 
Calcutta to negociate with the GoTemor and Council. 

Article 8. 

The late Perwannahs issued by Kossim Ally Khan, granting to all 
merchants the exemption of all duties for the space of two years, shall 
he reversed and called in, and the duties called in as before. 

Article 9. 

I will cause the Rupees coined in Calcutta to pass in every respect 
equal to the Siccas of Moorshedabad, without any deduction of batta, 
and whoeyer shall demand batta, shall be punished. 

Article 10. 

I will giye thirty lakhs of Rupees to defray all the expenses and 
loss occurring to the Company from the war and stoppage of their 
investment; and I will reimburse to all private persons the amount of 
such losses, proved before the Governor and Council, as they may 
sustain in their trade in the country. If I should not be able to dis- 
charge this in ready money, I will give assignments of land for the 
amount. 

Article 11- 

I will confirm and renew the Treaty which I formerly made with the 
Dutch. 

Article 12. 

If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to erect 
any fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, Zemindarees, &o., but 
they shall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. 

Article 18. 

Some regulations shall be hereafter settled between us for deciding 
all disputes which may arise between the English Agents and Gomas- 
tahs, in the different parts of the country, and my Officers. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said Governor and Council, have set 
our hands and affixed the seal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nawab aforesaid hath set his hand and seal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged at Fort William, the 
10th of July, 1763. 

(Signed) Henry Vansittart, 

John Oabnac. 
William Billebs, 
Wabben Hastings, 
Eandolph Mabbiott, 
Hugh Watts. 
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Before signing this Treaty^ the Nawab Meer Jaffier 
Ali Khan, fearing the Company's servants might again 
disregard the solemn pledges they had given him to 
remain his firm Allies, made several demands upon them 
which were duly agreed to in the following terms : — 

Demands made on tJie part of the Nabob Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Caimi to the Governor and Council at the time of 
9Uf7iing the Treaty, 

Ist- I formerly acquaintod the Comimny with the particulars of my 
owu afTiiirs, and received from them n^ixNitini letters of encouragement 
and kindness, with prc!»«»nt«. I now make thix request, that you wilt 
write in a proper manner to the Company and a/so to the King of 
Knglandy the particulars of our Friendship and Union^ and procure 
for me icritings of encouragement^ that my mind may be assured from 
that quart er^ that no breach may ever happen between me and the 
English, and that every Governor ^ Counsellor, and Chiefs of the 
English that are heret or may hereafter come^ may be well disposed 
and attached to me. 

2nd. Since all the English gentlemen assured of my friendly dia- 
position confirm rae in tlie Nizamut, 1 request that to whatever I may 
at any time write they will give their credit and assent ; nor regard 
the storied of dettigniug men to my prejudice, that all my affairs may 
go on with success, and no occasion may arise for jealousy or ill-wiU 
between us. 

3rd. Let no protection be given by any of the English gentlemen 
to any who may lly for shelter to Calcutta or other of your districts, 
but let them Ix'' delivered up to me on demand. I sliall strictly enjoin 
all my Foujdars aud Amils, ou all acconulH to afford assistance and 
countenance to such of the Gomastahs of the Comimny. as attend to 
the lawful trade of the Factories. And if any of the said Qomastahs 
sliall act otherwise, let them be checked in such a manner as may be 
au example to others. 

4th. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Ilooghly and many of 
the Pergunnahs bordering upon each other, it happens tliat on com- 
plaints being made people go against the Talookdurs, Reiats and 
Tenants of my towns to tlio prejudice of the business of the Sircar. 
Wherefore let strict orders be given that no Peons be sent from Cal- 
cutta, on the comphiint of anv one upon my Talukdars or Tenants ; 
but on such occasions let a])))lication be made to me, or to the Naib 
of the Foujdarry of Ilooghly that the country may be subject to no 
loss or devastation. Aud if any of the Merchants Traders, which 
belonged to the Bucksbunder and Azimgunge, and have settled in 
Calcutta should be desirous of returning to Hooijhly and carrying on 
their business there as formerly, let no one molest them. Cliandor- 
uagore aud the French factory were prcstentcd to me by Colonel Clive, 
aud given by me in charge to Omer Beg Cawn. For this reason, 
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let strict orders be given that no English gentleman ezercue any 
authority therein, but that it remain as formerly under the jurisdiction 
of my people. 

5th. JV^henever I may demand any forces from the Governor and 
Council for my assistance, let them be immediately sent to me and no 
demand made on me for their expenses. 

The demands of the Nabob Shujaa-ool-Mulek Hissam o'Dowlah, 
Meer Mahomed Jaffior, Cawn Bahad'r Mohabut Jung, written in five 
articles. We the F resident and Council of the English Company do 
agree and set our hands to — 

Fort William, IGth July, 1763. 

(Signed) Henry Vansittart. 

Thomas Adams^ 
John Carnac, 
S. Batson, 
Wm. Billfrs. 
John Cartier, 
Warren Hastinos, 
Eandh. Marriott, 
J. L. Watts. 
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But in 1764 the Company's servants again infringed 
the Nawab's rights by demanding from him a note of 
hand for the expenses of their army, which, by the terms 
of the Treaty, they had no right to ask for. 

Nawab Mbeb Jafftbb Ally Khan's Note for five 
LaJchs of Bitpeea per month for the expenses of the Army, 
1764. 

Account of money settled for the expenses of the Europeans and 
Sepoys, the Artillery and raising of the CaTalry, which shall be paid a 
month sooner or later, according to the purtici^ars undermentioned 
from the beginning of ^e month Sophar (31st July, 1764,) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier, 
cm;. 

In the Province of Bengal at Moorshedabad . • 3,00,000 

In the Proyince of Behar, at Patna .. 2,00,000 



Total Rupees 5.00,000 

Written the 19th of Bahhie-ul-Awul, the 6th year of Jaloos, 

IGth September, 1764. 



14 



N.B, — I will include in the aforesaid sum whatoTer balance may be 
duo from me on account of my former agreement with the Com- 
pany. 



It is reasonable to suppose that the Companj'e ser- 
vanis, having by this time acquired everything that they 
could reasonably expect, by Treaty or otherwise, in retwm 
for their services, and also for the purpose of carrying on 
tlie legitimate trade of their employers, would have been 
satisfied in allowing the Nawab Meer Jaffier Ali Khan and 
his successors to retain possesion of the throne without 
further interference on their part, except in so far as tbey 
had bound themselves by Treaty to protect the rights 
and interests of the Nizamut; but (and we blush 
to say it) the foretaste of power and annexation led them 
to forget the principles of truth, honor, and justice (^the 
characteristic virtues of Englishmen), and they sacrificed 
the credit of the British Nation by departing from their 
integrity, and breaking faith with their firm and confiding 
Allies for pecuniary considerations ! 

When Nawab Meer Jaffier All Khau died, his eldest 
surviving son, Nawab Nudjmul-dowlah, ascended the 
throne, and the Company's servants taking advantage of 
the confidence reposed in them by the Nawabs, embraced 
this occasion for obtaining from the new Soubahdar 
additional benefit' for themselves and the Company, by 
drawing out another Treaty, in which the Nawab 
was induced, after ratifying and confirming those made 
with his father, to make further concessions in favour of 
the Company, and to place part of the military adminit^ 
tration of the country in their hands, besides entertaining 
a creature of the Company, Mahomed Besa Ehan, as his 
Vizier or Prime Minister. 
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Articles of a Treaty and Agreement concluded between 
the Qovemor cmd Council of Fort WiUiomij on the 'part of 
the English East India Company, and Nabob Nudjxjm- 

UL-DOWLA. 

On the part of the Company, 

We, the GoTemor and Council, do engage to secure to the Nabob 
Nudjum-ul-Dowla all the Soubahdarry of the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa ; and to support him therein with the Company's 
Forces against all his enemies. We will also, at all times, keep up 
euch force at may be necessary effectually to assist and support him in 
the defence of the Provinces ; and cu our troops will be more to be 
depended on than any the Nabob can have, and less expensive to him, 
he need, therefore, entertain none but such as are requisite for the 
support of the Civil Officers of his Government, and the business of 
his collections through the different districts. 

We do further promise, that in consideration the Nabob shall con- 
tinue to assist in defraying the extraordinary expenses of the war, now 
carrying on against 8hujah-ul-Dowla, with five lacs of Kupees per 
month, which was agreed to by his father, whatever sums may be 
hereafter received of the King, on account of our assistance afforded 
him in the war, shall be repaid to the Nabob. 

On the part of the Nabob, 

In consideration of the assistance the Governor and Council have 
agreed to afford in securing to me the succession in the Soubahdarry of 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa, heretofore held by m^ Father, the late 
Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khan, and supporting me m it against all my 
enemies, I do agree and bind myself to the faithful performance of the 
following Articles: — 

Article 1. 

The Treaty which my fether/ormtfr^ concluded with the Company 
upon his first accession to the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour 
and reputation of the Company and of their Qovemor and Council as 
his own, and granting perwannahs for the currency of the Company's 
trade, the same Treaty, as far as is consistent with the Articles here^ 
after agreed, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

Article 2. 

Considering the weighty charge of Gt>vemment, and how essential 
it is for myself, for the welfare of the country, and/or the Company's 
business, that I should have a person who has had experience therein 
to advise and assist me, I do agree to have one fixed with me, with 
the advice of the Governor and Council, in the station of Naib Soubah, 
who shall accordingly have immediately under me the chief manage- 
ment of all affairs. And as Mahomed Beza Khan, the Naib of Dacca 
has in every respect my approbation and that of the Governor and 
Council, I do further agree that this trust shall be conferred on him, 
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and I will not displace him without the aoquioscenoe of tboM ffentleoMn ; 
and in ca«e any alteration in tlii^ ap{x>intment Bhould heroalter ftppaw 
advisable, that Mahunietl Reza Khan, provided he has acquitted him- 
84>lf with fidelity in Iua administration, sliall in such case be reinstetad 
in the Naibship of Dacca, with the same authority at heretofore. 

Article 3. 

Tlie busincM of the coll(.H*tion of the revenues shall, under the Kaib 
Soubah, be divided into two or mon* branches, as may appear proper; 
and <M I hare the fnlltnt dependence and confidence an ike aH<td^ 
metU of the Englixh, and their repard to tnjf interest and digniijff 
and am dejiirouft of giriuff thnm evertf tettimonjf thereof I do fuither 
consent, that the appointment and dismidtial of the Muttaseddeee <^ 
those branches, and tlie allotment of their several districts shall be 
vith the approbation of the Oorernor and Council ; and comHderimy 
how much men of my rank and station are obliged to trust to the ejee 
and recommendations of the .*H'rvnnts ulwut them, and how liable to 
he deceived, it is my further will that the Governor and Council ehall 
bo at liberty to objet*t and point out to me irhcn improper people are 
entrusted^ or when^ my officers and subjects art* oppressed, and I will 
patf a proper regard to such represent at ions y that my affaire escw he 
conducted with honour^ mg people erergtrhere he happy^ and ikeir 
grievances he retrressfd. 

Article 4. 

I do confirm to the Company, as a fixed resource, for dofraTing the 
ordinary expenses of their troops, the Chuklas of Burdwan, Midnapore 
and Chittag(mg. in as full a manner as heretofore ceded by mj &uker. 
The sum of five Lakhs of Sicca niiMH*s per month for their mainten- 
ance was further agreed to be paia by my father ; / agree to pay ike 
same out of mg treasury^ while the exigency for keeping up so i-arge oa 
Armg continues. When the Company^ s occasions will admit qfdimd^ 
nution of tlie expenses they are put to on account of those troope, 
the Oorernor and Council will then relieve me from such a proportion 
of this assignmenty as the incrcasini expenses incurred by keeping tip 
the whole Force necessary for the defence of the Provinces will admit 
of; and as I esteem the Company*s troops entirely equal thereto and 
as my own, / will only maintain such as are immetliatelu neeeesaryfor 
the dignity of my person and Oorernmenty and the tmsineee qf mm 
collections throughout the Provinces. 

Article 6. 

I do ratify and confirm to the English the privilege granted to 
them by their Firmaun and several Uusbulhookums of carrying on 
their trade by means of their own dustuck, free from all duties, taxee, 
or impositions, in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of 
Salt, on which a duty of 2 per cent, is to be levied on the rowana or 
Uooghly market price. 

Article 6. 

I give the Company the liberty of purchasing half the Saltpetre 
prodiice<l in the country of Pumea, which their Qomastahs shall aend 
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to Calcutta ; the other half shall be collected by my Fo^jdar for the 
use of my Offices ; and I will suffer no other persons to make pur- 
chases of this article in that country. 

Article 7. 

In the Chuckla of Sylhet, for the space of five years, commencing 
with the Bengal year 1171, my Foigdar and a Gomastah, on the 
part of the Company, shall jointly proyide Chunam, of which each 
shall defray half the expenses, and half the Chunam so made shall 
be given to the Company. 

Article 8. 

Although I should occasionally remove to other places in the 
Provinces, I agree that the books of the drear shall be always kept, 
and the business conducted at Moorshedabad, and that it shall^ as 
heretofore^ be the seat of my Chvemments and wherever I am, I 
consent that an English senUeman shall reside with me to transact 
all affairs between me and the Company, and that a person of hieh 
rank shall also reside on my part at Calcutta to negociate with me 
Governor and Council. 

Article 9. 

I will cause Rupees coined in Calcutta to pass in every respect 
equal to the siccas of Moorshedabad, without any deduction of batta ; 
and whosoever shall demand batta shall be punished ; the annual loss 
on coinage, by the fall of batta on the issmng of the siccas, is a very 
heavy grievance to the country; and, after mature consideration, I 
will, in concert with the Governor and Council, pursue whatever may 
appear the best method for remedying it. 

Article 10. 

I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my service, 
and if there already be any, they shall be immediately dismissed. 

Article 11. 

The Kistbundee for payment of the restitution to the sufferers in 
the late troubles as executed by my Father, I will see faithfully 
paid. No delays shall be made in this busmess. 

Article 12. 

I confirm and will abide by the Treaty which my Father formerly 
made with the Dutch. 

Article 13. 

If the French come into the country I will not allow them to erect 
any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemindarees, &c., 
but they shall pay tribute, and carry on their trade aa in former 
times. 

Article 14. 
Some regulations shall be hereafter settled between us for deciding 

C 
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mil disjmUi which may arifle between the English (Jomastaha and my 
Officers, in the different parts of the country. 

In testimony whereof we, the said Gt>Temor and Council, hare set 
our hands, and affixed the seal of the Company to one part hereof, 
and the Nabob before named hath set his hand and seal to another 
part. 

(A true copy.) 

(Signed W. Majehdii, 

Secreiaiy, 

Mbxo. — This Treaty was executed by the President and CouncU of 
Fort William, on the 20th February, 1765, and by the Nabob on 
the 25th of the same month. 



The success which attended the above measure evidently 
led the servants of the Company to look forward to still 
further gain, for after they had acquired the influence 
consequent on their having been recognized by the con* 
fiding Nawab as the controllers of his Army, they de- 
termined to turn their power to a profitable account, and 
if possible to improve their financial position by obtaining 
the administration of his revenues also. Accordingly, 
acting upon the suggestion of Lord Clive, who in one of 
his despatches to the Home Board had expressed his 
opinion that " All must belong either to the Company 
or to the Natoabs,'* they decided on using the power 
entrusted to them by the Nawab as the means for 
carrying out this object ; and as the country was at the 
time the scene of a civil war, an opportunity was soon 
afforded them of using the Nawab's troops in conjunction 
with their own for rendering valuable assistance to the 
Emperor of Delhi, which Olive did not fail to take advan* 
tage of. 

The Emperor felt very grateful to the Company for the 
services they had rendered him in his hour of need, and 
(at the instance of Colonel Clivo, who was much esteemed 
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for his bravery) was induced to confer upon the English 
Company by a Royal Firmaun (Edict) " the gift of 
the Dewanny (Office of the Collection of the Revenues) 
of the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
as a free gift and ultumgah for ever and ever^* granting 
them for their own use and profit as a conditional Jaghire 
" Whatsoever niay retnain out of the Revenues of the said PrO' 
vinces, after remitting the sum of twenty-six lacs of Rupees 
per month to the Royal Circar, and providing for the expenses 
of the Nizamut,** i.e., the Nawabs Nazim, their Court, and 
their families. 

Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum granting the 
Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of Bengal, to the Company 

in 1765. 

At tliis happy time Our Koyal Firmaun, indispensably requiring 
obedience, is issued, that and in consideration of the Attachmewt 
Services of tlie High and Miglity, the Noblest of Exalted Nobles, 
the Chief of Illustrious Warriors, Our Faithful Servants and Sincere 
Well-wishers, worthy of Our Royal favours, the English Company, — 
W^e have granted tliera as a free gift and ultumgah agreeably to the 
Zimmum^ from the beginning of the Bubby Tuccaoooy-ul of the Bengal 
year, 1172, the office of the Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of th© 
Province of Bengal (the Paradise of the Earth), with the conditional 
Jaghire thereof , without association of any other pereon. It is requisite 
tliat our Royal descendants, the Yiziers, the Bestowers of dignity, the 
Omrahs Iiigh in rank, the great Officers, tlie Muttasuddees oi the De- 
wanny, the Managers of the business of Sultanut, the Jaghirdan, and 
Khoonrays, as well the future as the present, using their constant en- 
deavours for the establishment of this Our Royal command, leave the 
said Office in possession of the said Company from generation to 
generation, for ever and ever, looking upon them to be assured from 
dismissal or removal, they must on no account whatsoever give them 
any interruption, and they must regard them as excused and exempted 
from the payment of all the Customs of the Dewanny and demanOB of 
the Sultauut. 

Knowing Our orders on this subject to be most strict and positive, 
let them not deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Suphar, of the 6th Tear of the Jooloose, the 
the 12th of August, 1765. 

Contents of the Zimmum, 

Agreeably to the Paper which has received Our Sign Manual, we 
have granted the office of the Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of the 

c 2 
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AoBEEMEXT between ihe Nabob Nudjum-TJl-Dowlah 

ajul ilie Company. 

The £iDg having been gracioufily ])loaMMl to grant to the £iigli«h 
Company the Dewanny of Bougiil. ISohor, and Oriiuta, with the 
reyenues thereof, at free gift for ever, o» certain (*omtitioms, whereof 
one IB tliat there thalf be a nnfficient alluteance made out of the said 
revenues for supporting the exp^nsfx of the Xizamuty be it Imown to 
all it may ooncom, that I do agree to ncoeiit of the annual »uxn of 
Sicca Rumvs 53,S6, iHl-i), ni* au ntteffnrtfe nffomance fop tlie nuppoK 
of tlie ^lizamut, which \s to hf rnjuhtrttf pnid^ as follows, ri*., the 
sum of Rupees 17,7S,S5i-l fir all mu huuxfhohl expense*^ serramis, 
&c., and the remaining sum <»f Rupees H(»,07.277-Hywr the mainienance. 
of such horHfs^ sepuita, pt-oHx^ bttrkmuhinzf-x, &c., as may be thought 
necensaryfornu/sturfirnf ami the mippurt of mif d i ff nit if omfjf, nhouid 
sucli an exjx'n»-e hen'ufii'r he found necr-Miry to Ik* kept up, but on 
no uetrount errr to ex<'e<Hl that anwnnit, and having a perfect reliance 
on 3fueen-ul-])ovila, I de>ire hf mm/ hnrf the dishvrsimj of the abore 
sum of Rupees {M\J)7,277-^foi' the pin-post's ahnre mfutioneii. This 
agreement (by the ble.xsing of (rod) I Impe will Ik* inviolably observed^ 
as long as the Kngli>h Company's fa«-tories continue in Bengal. 

(A true Copy.) 

(Signi'«l) Alk\. Campbkll, 

S. S. C. 
80^A September^ 1705. 

All the arrangements having thus beiin conclucled by 
which the Company, under the Nawabs l^jcame the 
custodians and responsible managers of the Revenues of 
the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, — having 
only to render an account of their issues and receipts 
to the Nawabs as the titled heads of the Government, — 
there was no just cause why the East India Company should 
thereafter have departed from the obligations imposed ou 
them by the above Solemn Agreement, unless indeed 
they had found, and had convinced the Nawab, that the 
Revenues of the Provinces were entirely inadequate for 
the fulfilment thereof, which they were not ; yet, on the 
accession of Nawab Syef-ul-dowlah, they again took 
advantage of their position of trust by putting a pressure 
on the Nawab and effecting a gain for themselves. The 
Nawab, who " having cm entire confidence in th4im aiid in 
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their senxmU settled in the country, th<U nothing whatever 
woidd he proposed or carried into execution by them derogating 
from his honour, dignity, interests, and the good of his 
cotmtry," was induced^ to agree *' that the protecting of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Beha/r, and Orissa, and the force sujffi* 
dent for thai purpose, shotdd he left entirely to their 
discretion and good management," and ako — as the 
Company would have to provide for the mainten- 
ance of extra troops — to accept the reduced annual 
allowance of Company's Eupees 41,86,131-9 (£418,612) 
for himself and his successor, evidently in the hope 
that by making these further concessions, and retir- 
ing altogether from the Executive Administration of 
the Provinces, *'this Agreement would he inviolably 
observed as long as the English Compan'tfs Factories 
continue in Bengal/* for he no doubt thought that the 
Company, whom he believed to be upright and honest 
men, would have nothing further to gain from him 
or his successors, since, by this Agreement, they had 
deprived the Nizamut of all real power. The Nawabs thus, 
in a commercial point of view, gave up their authority in 
the Executive, and became annuitants in perpetuity. 

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement concluded between 
the Governor and Council of Fort William, on the part of 
the English East India Company and the Nabob 
Syef-Ul-Dowlah. 

On the part of the Compcmy, 

We thtf GoTemor and Coandl, do engage to secure to the Nabob 
Syef-ul-Bowlah, the Soubahdarry of the J^yinoee of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa, and to sapport him therein with the Company's Forces 
against aU his enemies. 

On the part of the Nabob, 
Article 1. 
The Treaty which my father /ormer^ concluded with the Company 
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upon hiB fint aooesaon to the Niiamut, engt»ging to rtgatrd the komor 
and reputation of the Compamjff and of the Governor and Coaneil 
at hie own, and that entered into with my brother, Nabob Nu(^im- 
ul-Dowldh, the tame Treatietf ae far ae is eoneieteni with tike trme 
epirit, itUent, and meaning thereof I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

Article 2. 

The King has been graoioiulj pleased to grant unto the English 
Eait India Company the Dewannyuiip of Bengal, Behar. and Onaaa, 
ae a free gift for eyer ; and i, having an entire confidence in them 
and in their servant* eettled in this country that nothing whatever be 
proposed or carried into execution by them^ derogating from mtg 
honour, dignity, interest and the good of my country, do therrfore^ 
for the better conducting the afilurs of the Soubahdany, and pro- 
moting my honour and interest, and that of the Company, in the 
best manner, agree that the protecting the Provinces of Bengal, Behar ^ 
and Orissa, and the force sufficient for tluit purpose, be entirely left 
to their discretion and good management, in consideration qf their 
paying the King, Shah A alum, by monthly payments as by Treaty 
agreed on, the sum of Rupees 2,16,566-10-9, and to me, Syef-ul- 
Dowlah, the annual stipend of 'Rnpe&i 41,86,131-9, viz., the sum of 
Rupees 17,78,854-1 for my house, servants, and other erpensee 
indispensably necessary ; and the remaining sum of Rupees 24,07,277-8 
for the support of such sepoys, peons, and burkundauzes as may be 
thought proper for my suwarry only ; but on no account ever to 
exoeeid that amount. 

Article 3. 

The Nawab Biinauh Dowla, who was, at tlie instance of the 
GoTcmor and Ck*ntlcmcn of the Council, appointed Naib of the 
proTinc(», and invested witli the management of afiairs, in conjunc- 
tion with Maha R^ah Doolubram, and Juggat Sent^ shall continue in 
the same post and with the same autliority ; and Iiaving a perfect con- 
fidence in him, I, moreover, agree to let him hare the disbursing <^ 
the above sum of Rupees 24,07,277-8 for the purposes above men- 
tioned. 

This agreement (by the blessing of God) I hope will be inviolably 
observed as long as the English Company's factories continue in 
Bengal. 

Dated this 19th day of May, in the year of our Lord, 1766. 

(Signed) W. B. Sumneb. 

H. Veeelst. 
Randolph Marriott. 
H. Watts. 
Claud Bussell. 
w. a.lderset. 
Thomas Kelsall. 
Charles Floyer. 
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A pecuniary gain of .£162,080 per annum having 
by this. Agreement also been effected for the Company, 
and the whole of the Military Administration (as well 
as the Civil) having been made over to them by the 
Nawab, it might have been expected that with the 
resources in their hands, derived from the rapidly 
increaeing Revenues of the Provinces, they would 
have been content in letting the Nawabs retain and 
enjoy for ever their rank, dignity, and privileges as then 
agreed upon, and which they had bound themselves to 
protect as long as they remained in Bengal ; but though 
their ambition might have been satisfied, their cupidity was 
not, for on the accession of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah — a 
boy of tender age — the work of spoliation by the servants 
of the Company advanced apace — and in concert with the 
young NawaVs stepmother, Munnee Begum (who was 
familiarly styled *' the Mother of the Company/^ in con- 
sideration of her attachment to their solid interests), and 
Nawab Minauh Dowlah {alias Mahomed lieza Khan), a 
creature of their own making — they drew up another 
Treaty and Agreement with the young Nawab by which 
they reduced the Annuity to Eupees 31,81,991-9 
(.£318,199), and thus deprived him and his successors of 
.£100,414 per annum of their just due. 

TsEATf WITH MOBAEUK-UL-DOWLAH. 



The Company*8 
Seal. 



(Signed) E. Baabeb, 

Secretary. 
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amd Cymt^u *J F>ri Wuiiam <•• tic pmri €4 tft« £a«T Isdia 
Jfoiri, 1770. 

We, tie G ' . 'iCT z^ jT ftai Co^^rC (k' canp lo Mcore to Ae Vasab 
[obarJK-sI-I>:<viAh tie &>-.a«l-i&?rr of utt Rv i iM i of 
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Beav, ftxk-i <>Uml &^i :o r-ppon Lba t^s«i& with the O i —|iij* t 

ForoM ugar-.ts a^ Lift e=i 



Arti.-ie L 



The Tmrr viich mr ffes^ier fcrrmer^w coadu^eA vidi die Oonimiy 
npon Li* first kcre«:on'to tie >JUir.T;t. emcacimf to n^ari ike ~ 
amd repmt^iom of ike C*jmf^mm. ami cf ikt Osmrwoir " ~ 
kis oftn, and x'^iM esterv*! mto viti qt brotien. the Nawsbs S 
oI'DovIaL. and Sjef- ol- Do vUb, the fltame Ttvmm, m»Jmr mt is 
rvt^ut rith the true tpirit, imieut^ amd meamia^ tkertof, I do hmAj 
rmtifT and confinn. 

Article S. 

The King hu been gnciotulT pleMcd to |mnt unto the Sn|^ih 
Eaat India Coropanj, the DevansTftLip of Bengal, Beharend 
as a free gift for ertr : and /. karim^ am entire comfidemee im tktm 
im their werranli settled la this eommtrw, thai motJkimjf wkaiatar ~ 



posed or carried imto execatiom bff them derogating from mm ktmomtf 

* - the 



interest^ and the pood of my count nf. do therefore, for 
conducting the afiain of the Soubahdarrr, and promoting mj honour 
and interest and that of the CompanT. in the best manner, agree thaft 
the protecting the Prorinces of Bengal, Behar, and Oriaia, and the 
force sufficient for that purpose, be entirely left to their directiao and 
good management, la consideration of their paying tie King Shah 
AaJum, bj monthly payments, as by Treaty agreed oa, the atim of 
Kupees two lakhs, tiiteen thousand, six hundml and sixty-aix, ten 
annas, and nine pie, (Bupees 2,16,666-10-9) : and to me, Mobamk-nl- 
Dowlah, the annual stipend of Rupees thirty -one lakhs, eightj-one 
thousand, nine hundred and ninety-one, and nine annaa, (Rnpeti 
31,81,991-9, ) vis.f the simi of Bupeesfifteen lakhs, eighty -one thooaand, 
nine hundred and ninety-one, and nine annas, (Rupees 1531t091-9)» 
for my house, servants, and other expenses, indispensably weceaewy ; 
and the remaining sum of Rupees sixteen lakhs, (Rupees 16,00,000) 
for the support of such sepoys, peons, and burkundauzes, as 9uqf he 
thought proper for my suwarry onty ; but on no account ever to ezoeed 
ttiat amount. 

Article 3. 

Tlie Nawab Minauh Dowlah, who was at the instance of the 
OoTemor and Gentlemen of the Council, appointed Naib of the Pio- 
▼inoei, and inTotted with the management of aflGurty in coi^anctkni 
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Trith Maharajah Doolubrara, and Juggat Seat, shall continue in the 
post and with the same authority ; and having a perfect confidence in 
him, / moreover agree io let him have the disbursing of the above turn 
of Rupees sixteen Iaklis,/or the purposes above mentioned. 

This Agreement (by the blessing of God) shall be inviolably ob- 
served FOR EVER. 

Dated this 2\st dag of March, in the Year of Our Lord, 1770. 

(Signed) John Cabtieb, 

ElCHABD BeCHEB, 

William Aldebsbt^ 
Claud Eussell, 
Chables Flotbb^ 
John Bbed, 
Fbancis Habe, 
Joseph Jekybll, 
Thomas Lane, 

ElCHABD BaBWELL. 

This last Treaty — which reduced the Annuity of the 
Nizamut to such a sum as could always be paid without 
encumbering the resources of the State, and also secured for 
the Company every advantage that they could hope to obtain, 
from their Allies (or co-partners) the Nawabs — ^was con- 
cluded in the unmistakeable words : '' This Agreement, by 
the blessing of Qod, ahiU be inviolably observed ^^for ever ;" 
it can, therefore, only be looked upon as a sacred and per- 
petual bond under which the East India Company engaged 
to pay the sum of Eupees 2,16,666-10-9 (£21,666) per 
month to the Court at Delhi, and Eupees 31^81,991-9 
(j8318,991) per annum to the Nawab or his heirs-at-law 
**foT ever'' in return for the many and great concessions 
they had made to them. 

It is worthy of notice that the several Engagements 
made by the Honourable East India Company with the 
Nawabs Nazim of Bengal^ Behar^ and Orissa^ have a 
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twofold beading, viz., Treaties and Agreements. The 
word Treaty is evidently used to signify that certain 
Political lielations existed between the contracting 
parties, whereas the word Agreement must refer to the 
Commercial Belaiiotis set forth, whereby either the 
Nawabs or their successors agreed to give the Company 
certain lands, sums of money, <&c., or, on the other hand, 
the Company guaranteed to pay the Nawabs or their 
heirs-at-law for certain periods stated in the body of the 
respective Agreements (the last of which was binding 
**for ever*') annuities fixed by mutual arrangement. 

Under such circumstances, although the East India 
Company might think themselves entitled, to exercise 
the arbitrary power they had assumed, and by infringing 
upon the Sacred Eights guaranteed by the Treaties 
find means to deprive the Nawabs Nazim of their 
Political Status and their rank and dignity, yet this 
done, they were legally liable for the due fulfilment of 
their pecuniary obligations under the respective Agree^ 
merits, by virtue of which the social status of the Nawabe 
was fully secured under the provisions therein named; 
and the British Government having by Boyal Proclama- 
tion in 1858 (Paras. 5, 6, and 7, Page 116) taken over 
all the obligations of the Honourable East India Com- 
pany, is therefore now responsible not only for the Poli- 
tical Kights 'of the Nawabs guaranteed by that August 
Body, but also for all the debts contracted by the 
Company, and all the money duo to the heir-at-law of 
Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah for arrears of the Nizamut 
Annuity, which were withheld by the Company, besides 
the payment " for ever " of such sums as are named in 
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the ever-during Agreement of 1770, which was legally 
sealed, signed, and settled by the Kepresentatives of the 
two Govern merts. 

In a Political point of view the British Govern- 
ment would be just as much entitled to interfere with 
the rank and dignity of the Nobility of this country who 
derive their titles from their ancestors for services 
rendered to the Crown, as with the Political Rights of 
those Indian Princes from whom the Representatives 
of the Government obtained the authority to administer 
the affairs of that country, under cover of Solemn 
Treaties : and if a Political precedent is admitted in the 
latter case it will surely follow in the former ; but in a 
Commercial point of view the Government cannot under 
any circumstances legally exercise its prerogative to in- 
fringe the terms of the Agreements entered into with the 
Nawabs by its Representatives, and by which it has 
guaranteed the payment of certain sums for certain 
advantages conferred and value received from those 
Princes in lands or otherwise. If such a commercial 
precedent as the violation by the Government of an 
ever-during Agreement could be entertained, there would 
be an end to all security, for private individuals holding 
contracts from Coi*porative Bodies for the supply of 
goods, lands, or other materials at prices agreed on — or 
for pensioners, annuitants, and others who forfeit certain 
advantages and rely entirely on the provisions made for 
them under arrangements with the Government, or other 
Corporative Bodies. Then again the control which has 
been arbitrarily exercised by the Government of India 
oyer the personal annuity of the Nawabs and their 
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families since 1770, which it could not claim under the 
j)rovi8ion8 of the Agreement, >;?ould not have been tolerated 
in this country by cither the aristocracy or people who 
derive their support in a similar manner directly or in- 
directly fnmi the Government ; hence on this ground 
alone the Nawabs Nazini have had just cause of complaint 
aj^ainst the Government of India, for as the Government 
only reserved the right of controlling that portion of the 
annuity assigned for State purpoms (Pages 22, 24, 27), the 
Nawabs were legjilly entitled to redress for the wrongs in- 
flicted on them by an undue interference in their personal 
affairs. With regard to the existence and validity of 
the Treaty of 1 770, the Government of India has itself 
acknowledged both, as will be shown hereafter although 
its officers have up to the present time evaded the terms 
therein contained. 

During the lifetime of Nawab Nudjm-ud-Dowlah, 
the tribute to the then reigning Emperor of Delhi 
was paid by the Company — and his successors claimed 
the same until the year 1857, when the Representa- 
tive of the Great Mogul — by supporting the rebellion 
of the Native troops, broke faith with his Allies the East 
India Company, and thus forfeited all claim to further 

consideration at the hand of the British Government, 

• 

which at that time interposed for the protection of its 
own subjects in India — and after overthrowing the 
dominion of the Emperor of Delhi, took upon itself the 
Supreme Administration of the country, cancelled the 
Charter of the Honorable East India Company, and 
bound itself to carry out all the obligations contracted 
by that August Body, while holding the Administration 
of the Af^Eiirs of Native Princes in the East. 
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But tbe Nawabs desceDded from Meer Jaffier Ali 
Elian ne^er rebelled ; bow tben did tbe East India 
Company fulfil tbeir engagements to tbose Princes, 
tbrougb wbose instrumentality and confidingness tbej 
bad gained so mucb, and to wbom alone can be traced 
tbe rapid development of Britisb power in tbe East? 
How was Mobaruck-ul-dowlab dealt witbP And bow 
bas tbe Qovemment of India treated tbe present Nawab 
Nazim wbo rendered it sucb great assistance during tbe 
Indian Mutiny of 1857, and saved not only tbe country 
but tbe lives and property of so many of our countrymen 
by bis influence and good example? Tbe sequel will 
sbew. 

Wben tbe Treaty of 1770 was concluded, tbe sum agreed 
upon, £318,199 per annum, was paid to tbe new Soubab- 
dar, and tbe servants of tbe Company, in tbeir Des« 
patcb to tbe Court of Directors, took great credit to 
tbemselves for baving secured a permanent settlement 
witb tbe Nizamut on sucb advantageous terms to tbe 
Company, and expected to be complimented by tbeir 
employers for tbeir zeal and success ; but praise was not 
in store for tbem, as tbe following extract of a Despatcb 
dated 20tb April, 1771, from tbe Court of Directors to 
tbeir Governor-General, Mr. Cartier, will sbow : — 

'^ In noticing tbe encomiumit: you pass upon your own 
" abilities, we cannot but observe witb astonisbment, 
** tbat an event of so mucb importance as tbe deatb of 
" Nawab Syef-ul-dowlab, and tbe establisbment of a 
'' successor in so great a degree of non-age, sbould not 
'' bave been attended with those advantages to the Company 
'^ wbicb sucb a circumstance affords to your view. We 
** mean not to disapprove the preserving the succession of 
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" the family of Meer Jaffier ; on the coDtrary, hoik jugtiee 
" und policy recommended the measure, but when we 
** consider the state of minority of the new Soubahdar, 
'' we know not on what ground it could have been 
** thought necessary to continue to him the stipend 
'' allowed to his adult predecessor ; convinced as we are, 
'' that an allowance of sixteen lacs per annum will be 
" sufficient for the Nawab's state and rank, while a min&r^ 
'* we must consider every addition thereto as so much to 
'' be wasted. You are, therefore, duriiig the non-age of 
'' the Nawabf to reduce his annual stipend to sixteen lacs 
" of rupees.' 
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The validity of the Agreement of 1770 is not ques- 
tioned in the above Despatch, hence it is difficult 
to understand why the Court of Directors while agree- 
ing in the justice and policy of 8U2)2iorting the eucceasion 
of the family of Meer Jaffier, thought fit to order 
their servants to still further reduce the annuity of 
the new Soubahdar duriny his non-age to sixteen lacs, 
unless, as expressed in the Despatch, they really feared 
that tho relatives and friends of the young Nawab would 
take advantage of his inexperience, and waste the money 
during his minority, and they (as his Trustees) might 
afterwards be held responsible for not having protected 
his interests. Accepting this view of their position, 
which is borne out by the instructions they gave to the 
Governor-General in 1786 (Page 34) we may naturally sup- 
pose that when the young Soubadhar attained his m^ority, 
all the accumulations during his minority would haTe 
been restored to him, and the full amount of the annuity, 
as by Treaty agreed on — and which he had enjoyed for 
more than a year — would then have been paid by the Com- 
pany to him and his successors ; but this was neither 
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done during the lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlab, 
nor have his successors and beirs-at-law since reaped the 
advantages secured to them by that Treaty and Agree- 
ment of 1770, which " by the blessing of God *' was to be 
" inviolably observed far erer." The Nawab Mobaruck-ul- 
dowlah frequently applied to the Company's servants for 
the restoration of what he rightly considered was his just 
due; but they, having once been discountenanced by the 
Court of Directors for having made what they themselves 
considered an excellent ha/rgaiuy were no doubt indis- 
posed to again run the risk of being censured by their 
employers; and although the Governor-General, Mr. 
Warren Hastings, had, when on a visit to Moorshedabad^ 
promised the Nawab and his stepmother, Munnee Begum, 
to restore the withheld rights, no further notice was taken 
of the matter by the Government in India. Meanwhile, 
the Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah had to support a large 
and rapidly increasing family, and a numerous retinue 
which he was expected to maintain as became his rank 
and position ; it is, therefore, not difficult to understand 
how, with the annuity reduced from ^318,199 to ^160,000 
per annum, the Nizamut, which had to be supported on 
the same scale of magnificence, very soon became involved 
in debt, so much so, that in 1786 the Court of Directors, 
feeling it incumbent on them (under the conditions of the 
Boyal Firmaun, by virtue of which they held office) " to 
provide for the expenses of the Nizamut,^* at once ordered 
their Govemor-G^eneral to render the Nawab every assist- 
ance in extricating him from his pecuniary difficulties, 
and even authorized '* an immediate augmentation of his 
stipetid^* (Civil List) ; which was certainly the most just and 
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equitable measure that could have been adopted, not- 
withstanding the Company's affairs had through either 
misfortune or mismanagement become, for the time being, 
slightly embarrassed. 

Extract of Oeneral Letter, dated 2l8t July, 1786, from 
THE Honourable Court of Directors to their Go- 
vemor-Oeneral in India. 

" To provido for the support and Dignity of the Nawab Mobaruck- 
ul-Dowlah either hjf efficacious checks which ma^ secure to His High' 
ness the clear and undiminished receipt of the real stipend allotted to 
him, or by an economical arran^racnt of his Household, Dependents, 
and other expenses, or even by an immediate Augmentation cf his 
stipend , having a due consideration of liis real neceiisities, and at the 
same time am attention to the embarrassments of the affairs of the 
Company.*" 
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But the Governor-General disregarded the suggestion to 
pay the real stipend or to augment it, which would have 
been a just and equitable measure, and in 1790, adopted the 
rather singular alternative for reducing the debts of the 
Nizamut by a further curtailment of the moiety of the 
" Allowance by Treaty of the Family," which had before 
been paid. The following proposals, which were forced upon 
the Nawab, will exhibit the one-sided manner in whicb 
the affairs of the Nizamut have been administered by the 
Governors-General in India, regardless of bonds and 
agreements by which they agreed to enpport the righUf 
dignity, honor and interests of the Nawabs as their first 
and chief care. 

Extract of a letter from the Governor- General, Lord 
CoRKWALLis to Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah, dcUed 
22nd September, 1790. 

Tour Highness will easily recollect the correspondence which passed 
between us, and the conversations tliat took place while Your Highness 
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wu in Calcntta apon the subject of the arrangetnent of the affaire of 
Your Higbness's household and the Nizainut, and no necessity now 
exists for a recapitirlation of those particulars, but influenced by a strong 
desire to form such plans as shall tend to ff our prosperity y and to im- 
press yon with the sincere intention entertained by the Company in 
England and the GoTemroeDt here to secure to you the undiminished 
receipt of your stipend^ and to recommend such a system for the better 
management of your household affairs, as shall not only add to your 
reputation and respect by the discharge of the heavy incumbrances on 
your Sirkar, but enable you, by an economical and judicious arrangement 
of the internal disposition of your household, so to distribute the stipend 
paid by ths Company as shall fully answer all the expenses of your 
Sirhar, provided Your Highness is equally well inclined with myself for 
a prudent and attentive superintendence over your own affairs. 1 have 
taken into mature consideration the plan for these purposes submitted 
to Oovemment by Mr. Ives, notwithstanding that gentleman's assiduity 
in the execution of the duty entrusted to him claims my approbation, 
yet as part only of what he suggested have my concurrence, I have 
the pleasure now to communicate to Your Highness such particulare 
as in my judgment will answer the ends so earnestly wished by the 
Company and myself. 

It is my wish Your Highness should know me to be your friend* and 
that you should be convinced that / have no object in view but your 
happiness and comfort^ and I tru&t that Your Highness will require no 
further assurance on this subject than the conduct I have pursued since 
my arrival. It is the Company's orders and the intention of this 
Government that you should not only receive the stipend paid by the 
Company y but that the disposal of it should lodge in your own hands, 
not doubting but your disposition will point out to you bow much your 
dignity and respect are concerned in the wise administration of your 
own t^airs, sensible that your judgment will lead you to put a confidence 
in my endeavoura for your welfare, I cannot doubt your ready ac- 
quiescence to my sentiments* and that you will immediately put in 
execution the plan I have formed for the management of your affairs. 

It is unnecessary to point out to you that in order for your future 
comfort and respect* the first measure is the discharge of those incum- 
brances which you at present labour under, and upon this subject / 
feel a further inducement to urge the measure to your notice, for I 
consider the Company* s credit at stake even with your own, since by 
the regulations of the Company's Government in the administration of 
justice, a due attention is paid to your dignity by not admitting any 
claims upon Your Highness to be decided in the Court of Justice estab- 
lished to give every one their right. In this situation these claims rest 
upon Your Highness's justice, and as a friend, I conceive it a great re- 
flection upon your credit that they have remained so long unpaid, 
confident of your wish that they should be discharged. I advise that 
a certain sum be stopped monthly from the sums paid on account of the 
stipend to be appropriated for the purpose of paying the just demands 
made against you. The amount of these demands on all accounts, I 
understand, is very heavy. As it is my desire that you should in every 
respect be considered the master of your own affairs, I therefore do not 
wish that any debts shall be considered just, but when decided as such 
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Kith your ocquieMcence, I recommend thtt Yoar Highness issue a Pro- 
cltmation in the form thtt Mr. Iltrrin^on will propose to 70Q, 
tccoropanied by your support, of a remilation which he will also lay 
before you for the dpcision of disputed claims among the creditors. 
When the vvhole amount of these demands »haH have been ascertained, 
a next remedy will he funned accordint; to particular instructions which 
I have given to Mr. Harrington, which include proposals to he tendered 
to the creditors for a just compromise of their demands, and for the 
payment of the dt^bt of Jiigget Sett, the particulars of which Tour High- 
ness i& already well acquainted with. 

I have considered the situation of Your Highness's Family, and 
acccordingly on the mean* for its support as far as can be, yroNS the 
stipend allotted to the yizamut. These means, though small, with an 
economical management and a due consideration of the large sams 
allotted to other purposes, I cannot hut consider as sufficient, especially 
as they will increase in proportion to the want of them. The sum to 
be stopped monthly as above described, for these two purposes, \% fixed 
at 18,000 Rupees, and to be divided a« more fully expressed in the accom- 
panying account, part for the payment of the debtSi and part for the ex* 
pensen of Your Highness' Family. 

While attentive to the discharge of the heartf incumbranees on yomr 
Sirkar, I have not overlooked other circumstances equally conducive to 
your honour aiui happinesx^ to the attainment of which I consider your 
oum dit/nity in the eyes of the dependents on the Sizamut materially 
necessary. This cannot be secured but by a strict adherence to justice, 
and attention to the proper administration of your affairs. From a 
view of past years, / am certain that the present encumbered situation 
of your aff^airs has arist-n from the interference of interested and de* 
siyniny people, and as Your Highness is arrived at that age when the 
knowledge of your own atfairs can be easily obtained, 1 am first to 
advi!»e that you exert ypurH>lf in searchini; into the various departments 
of your household and the Xizamnt, aiid f<>rm such clear and true senti- 
ments uf each e>tah.ishment as shall lead to a regular payment of 
them, and that^cm do not admit the counsels and suggestions of self -in- 
terestcd people to have any weiglit in your own determination. It is 
my wish that you should be the uncontrolled manager of such parts of 
your stipend as can with justice and due attention to the relative situa- 
tions of others be left to you, and I therefore have directed that, of 
the sum of 16,000 R\\\ites, the annual stipend, the following sums be 
under your own management without any other interference in the 
disposal of them than such as, by any particular circumstances, should 
require the interference of Government, either by means of applicaticne 
from Your Highness for authority over your own dependents, or by 
their representation of improper influence in your servants, which may 
tend to acts of injustice equally contrary to Your Uighness's credit to 
admit, as to the Company's not to remedy. 

These sums are as follows : — 

Head officers or Molazuman Imteazy . 10,576 8 

Menial servants or Shagerd Pesha, &c. . . 15,389 9 

Marhrohe or I'osha Kbana 19,452 4 5 

Mier Samanee 7,893 8 12 

Repairs or Emaruth 4,550 
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Mohtmim Expenses or Ashur Khtnt 
Privy purse or KuUumdan Khana 
Woaiea*s apartments or Mehal Serai 
Salary to Your Highness's son . 
Ukroba or variable Establishment 
Imteazi or principal officer of Behala . 



Per Annum 9,88,134 6 16 

This snro being deducted from the stipend, will leave the sum of per 
mensem 50,988 7 8, two-thirds to be appropriated as follows : — 
Pensions 
Munnee Begum 





150 

12,000 

7,707 

2,000 

3,327 14 

948 


Per Mensem 


82,344 13 18 



12.000 








8,000 








4,000 








1,000 








1.782 








5,917 








18,000 









Bubboo Begum 

Mir Sidoo .... 
Saleha Begum. • 
Begums. &c., Pensioners on Behala 
Ukroba Huzoor or your relations 
The sums to be stopped as before mentioned for the 
payment of the Debt 

Per Mensem 50,699 

which sums are to be under the management and control of Mr. Harring. 
ton ; of the stipend there still remains a small sum, which, as appertain- 
ing to no particular department, Your Highness will dispose of as you 
may think proper, being 289 7 8 | per mensem. 

Your Highness will have observed that, of the 18,000 Rupees to be 
i^pped from the monthly divisions of the stipend, part is to he applied 
to the Fund for the discharge of the debts, and part for the disburse- 
ments of Your Highness's Family, as more fully explained in the account 
accompanying. As there will be a necessity, during the period in which 
this sum is to accumulate, for sundry disbursements to be made for the 
exigencies for your Family, and which are of a nature that the internal 
disposal cannot be regulated but by yourself, I have directed that the 
pari of the stoppage^ which is intended for this purpose^ be also left to 
Your Highness's disposal^ which by the account you find to be 1,000 
Rupees per mensem fur the first year, 2,000 Rupees per mensem for the 
second year and so on, increasing 1.000 Rupees every year for the first 
nine years, and decreasing in that proportion from the Fund appropriated 
to the discharge of the debts. Upon this subject 1 have to observe to 
Your Highness that as your annual stipend and the amount of your 
debts wUl not admit of a large proportion for the purposes of your 
Family, the strictest economy will be necessary, and particularly as tlie 
Cofnpanyfor various reasons will not have it in their power to consider 
of any further provision for this object. 

Wishing to relieve Your Highness from the burthen upon gour stipend 
of several pensions which have been added to the list from causes arising 
wUh the ancestors of those who at present enjoy them^ I recommend 
that Your Highness shall continue them during the life of the present in- 
cumbents, and that at their death you will determine whether they shall 
be cofUinuedy as at present paid to the heirs of the deceased^ or only in 
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part. In eise of tnj detth, I adriie yM to eommndeite ndi eimm- 
ftUnee to the geotlemao who maj fill the ottct of PayvaMer of tho Ntxamot 
Mipenda and iafurm him whether the peouoo paid to the dewird is to 
eoDtiDue or not. SkomlJ Yomr Uighme99 he pUased to wiikdruw ii mUo^ 
gtiher or •• part^ itkateter U tniJkdrawm I retommtmd pom to mdd one- 
half ikertof to ike To$Ma Kkama Departwtemi, amd the other hmffio the 
fund for the papmemt of yomr debts. 

The peiuion« here alluded to are as foUow» >— 

BehaU (TarUble e>tablithment) 3^27 14 

loiteazi. or principal officers on the Behala . . 948 

4,275 14 

Tour Highness most be teniible that by a saving in this retpaei an 
increase may l>e added to the Fund tor the payment of yoor debts, and 
even if the whole so withdrawn be applied to this purpote, the incum- 
brances will be sooner removed, and / expect from Yomr Rlghmee^a com' 
fidemce in mtf %ruh for pour toe/fare that yon will be particnlarly careful 
in communicating any demise of the present pensioners as abore 
requested. 

For further particulars, I beg to refer Your Highness to Mr. Harrington, 
who is furnished with a copy of the plan as proposed by Mr. Ives, in 
order that he may converse with Your Highneu more fully on the ]Mirti- 
culars of the several establishments which have come nuder my considera- 
tion, as presented by Mr. Ives. Mr. Harrington has my positive inatmo- 
tions to explain any particulars to Your Highness; to assist \oa in the 
adjustment of the plan for the discharge of the incnmbranoes om pomr 
sircar, and to arrange your household affairs according to the sentiments 
here laid down on anp intimation front I'omr Highness t^m want f^his 
assistance. 

I have alreadp experienced Yomr Highnesses confidemee in my regard 
for you bp pour readp compliance tcith such matters as IKame hmdoeeO' 
sion to recommend to pour notice^ and up>m this ground I have no uonbt 
but what Ihave recommended uriil meet tcith an equailpeheeffkl amd readg 
acquiescence. You must be sensible that by the mode / havefiromt pare 
motires of friendship urged to pour notice, when superintended bp pomr- 
»«//* with care and economy, and when rii^idly adhered VOtpomr repmUiiioim 
and dignifp will increase in theepesqflheuforld, and yourself and depen- 
dants will live happily and with comfort. Relying, therefore, on your 
cheerfulness to accede to my advice, I shall conclude with wishing that 
your own discretion will add to the advice of your best friends, and that 
henceforward the self interested 'suggestions of evil-minded men will have 
no weight in preventing you from rigidly adhering to the onlp spsiemt bp 
which pou can ever secure the happiness and respect which the Ompaup 
and mpself sincerelp wish pou should enjop. 

NIZAMUT FAMILY FUND. 

To J. E. Habbinoton^ Esq., Paymaster of Nizamut 8tipend$^ 

at Moorshedahad. 

Sir, 
Uaving taken into consideration the plan prupo6cd bv Mr. Iras, in 
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oonseqaence of our instruotionB to him in June 1787> we have thought 

5 roper to adopt the following Besolutiona concerning the Nizamut of 
loorshedabad. 

lat. To provide a Fund for the payment of the dehts due hy His 
Highness, the Nawab Mobaruok-ul-Do«rlah, out of the stipend allowed 
to him bj the Company. 

2nd. To provide a Fund for the maintenance of a future increasing 
Family out of the stipend allowed to the Nawab by the Company. 

3rd. To leave the Nawah master over his affairs and his stipend, 
as shall be hereafter more fully explained. 

4rth. To provide a maintenance for his eldest son. 

5th. To regulate the several Departments of the Nizamut under 
separate heads, according to which the stipend allowed to His High- 
ness by the Company is to be hereafter appropriated. 

The following particulars are communicated to you for your guidance, 
and a copy of Mr. Ives's report and its Appendix is transmitteid to you 
foryour immediate information. 

You will endeavour to impress His Highness with the sincere desire 
of the Company to extricate him from difficulties and incumbrances, 
which are a check upon His Highness and tend to diminish the respect 
of the Nizamut ; and you will observe to him that in consequence of 
this wish, thetf have come to a determination to make themselves in 
some degree responsible for the discharge of his debts, deducting a 
certain monthly sum for that purpose. 

The amount of these debts are computed by Mr. Ives at Bupees 
22,86,666-12-8, as set forth in the Appendix to his report, (No. 15), 
and consist of arrears to hb servants and other dependents on the 
Nizamut, as well as money borrowed at different times. 

The following measures are to be adopted for the discharge of this 
sum. You will set apart the sum of 18,000 Rupees per month from 
the stipend ; you will communicate to the Nawab that the Board, con- 
sidering him in all matters concerning his own debts as the acting per- 
son, recommend to him to issue the Proclamation, a draft of which is 
herewith sent you in English and Persian, to call upon all his creditors 
of every description to deliver in their demands within the period 
limited in the Proclamation, and at the expiration of that period, you 
will, in conjunction with the Nawab, or any of his officers, form a 
kistbundy, or account of instalments, having first ascertained the 
amount of the debts, in doing which you are to attend to the 
instructions given to Mr. Ives on the subject ; and having submitted 
to the notice of the creditors, the security held out to them, by Govern- 
ment becoming in a manner responsible for the payment of them, (a 
security they never have hitherto experienced), and pointing out to 
them the certainty that they will be paid, propose to them the re- 
linquishment of interest upon their demands from the day of such ad- 
justment, and to offer to them immediate payment, in proportion to 
their consent to compound for one half, one third &c. of theur original 
debt— -you will, however, observe that the debt due to Juggat Seat, 
being Rupees 5,25,000 is first to bo provided for, in monthly instalments 
of Rupees 8,750, the remainder after the appropriation of a part to be 
alloted to the payment of tlie other debts, according to their com- 
promise first and next according to priority of debts. B\x\, h» the stale 
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of the Company' 9 Finance* does not at present admit of any deyiatioii 
from the Kegulution of GoTemment relative to the payment of aalariea 
or other allowances exceeding 1000 Rujieee per mensem, in oeTtificates, 
all instalments exceeding that sum will be paid half in cash and half in 
certificates, and you wiS transn^t to the Acoountant-General » copy 
of the kistbundy for his guidance in issuing the oertifioates for these 
purposes. 

So lonff a period haTing elapsed since Mr. Itcs oommunioated hia 
plan to the consideration of Gh>Temment, the debts will probably haTe 
increased, at least, if not in the principal, in the amount of intamt on 
it. The stoppages are, therefore, to continue until the whole be dis- 
charged. But as it appears, by the Nawab's own representatioDS, that 
the Debt hoe diminished, the period for the continuation of the atop- 
page can only be considered an estimated period, and as &r as con- 
cerns the fund for the dischago of tlie debts, will continue, until they 
be paid, and that for the Nawab*s Family will remain, as hereafter 
more fully laid down. 

It haying been resolved that a fund shall be provided ftrom ikt 
stipend al lowed to ihe Kizamut for tlic maintenance of a future in- 
crcariing family, the acconipauyiug Pa]H>r, No. 2, trani«mitted to yoo, 
that you may ob:$orve that the wluJo amount set a|)art from the stipend, 
viz.. 18,000 ruj)eo8, is not for tlie Debt alone, but intended for both 
purpode8, iU'cording to the termt« laid down in it, but of the 18,000 
nijH'es 8top]>cd monthly, 1,0(J() rujH'eH per month is to he allotted for 
this Fund for tlic first year, 2,000 rui^ecH per mensem for the second, 
and so on. An increase of 1,(XX> ruiK»os per mensem to the Family 
Fund, and a decrease of 1,000 rupees per mensem from the disehaiige 
of the debts for tlie first nine years, wlien the siuns, for the two pur- 
poses, so stopped from the stipend^ will be equid. 

As then* will be a necessity, during the above stated period of 
eiifhteen yearn, lor sundry dibbursements to be miule frt>m the Family 
Fund, for the pur]i(>ses ofits institution, you will inform the Nawab that 
Govennnent have detennineil that the sum direetod to bo stopped and 
appropriated to the puq)oscs of this Fund as above describeo, remain 
under the name of an inereasintr Fund to defray the expenses of an 
increasing family , that it be, among the other amounts paid to His 
nighness, left to his own disposal^ and tliat we conceive Ilis Highness 
can have henceforward no C4iuse to request the attention of the Com- 
pany to his large family, as a provision for them mereases in propor- 
tion. We enclose you, also, No. 4, those parts of the Articles pro- 
posed by Mr. Ives, which relate to the better carrying into effect the 
plan for payment of the debts, and we direct that jfou shall use every 
argument in your power to persuade Ills Highness to adopt them. 
Tliey probably may be objected to by Ilis Highness on the idea of aa 
interference of a Court of Justice in Uis Highness' afiairs ; but the 
smallest reflection will fully point out to him that this interference is 
confined to the cases mentioned, and cannot have any tendency to 
depreciate the respect due to the Nizam ut, which can be in no way 
effected, since the cases referreil to are between individuals, and have 
no connection with the Nizamut itself. 

You will explain to Ilis Highness the tendency of the plan now laid 
down for the discharge of his debts, and for establisliing a Fund for a 
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future increasing £unily ; and inform him that his wUh, that the sum 
to be alloted for the latter purpose should be a fixed sum instead of an 
increeuing one^ would be incompatible with the important objection 
in yiew ; since the proportion of the amount to be assigned for this 
purpose can only be regulated by the casual calls for it, and should bo 
oomparatiTe with the urgency for the discharge of his debts, for which 
purpose the period is already yory distant. 

In regard to the reductions proposed by this plan, should His 
Highness make any objection to them, you will inform him that we 
have material^ considered on the propriety of making reductions 
J'rom the salaries of pensioners^ &c., dependent on the Nizamut 
Establishment, and also in what proportion such reductions should 
be made upon the Nawab and his family, and upon the pensioners, 
&o., and are of opinion, that so far as they may regard his own 
receipts, respect for his oum credit and dignify ought to be an argu- 
ment more powerful in favour of the present measure^ than any other 
we could use, and a moment's reflection will point out to him, that 
his debts paid^ these reductions will be discontinued^ and he will 
secure his full amount at the end of the period proposed for these 
purposes ; and with respect to tlie proportion of the reduction, which 
will fall on the pensioners, &c., not only precedent, where reUcf to 
the JKawab and his family has been tlie object in view, justifies it, 
but every consideration of respect for him, from whose kindness they 
enjoy subsistence, every sentiment of the claims by which they enjoy 
it, which in many have arisen from the service and attachment of 
their ancestors, from ties of consanguinity and from means of private 
interests, and, above all, that, as many of them have demands on 
part of the heavy debt due from the Nizamut, the sacrifice of a small 
sum from a pension, whichy let their claims be however just, it is 
still at the option of His Highness to withdraw, prevent its being 
considered an injustice, or even a hardship, when it is to furnish a 
resource for the payment of an amount they are entitled to ; and still 
1ms so when the difierent callings which many of tliem follow, and 
the many other means of subsistence which geveral of tliem enjoy, 
come to be considered; all contribute to confirm the propriety of 
making them. 

We have approved of the sum allotted by Mr. Ives as a salary for 
His Highness' eldest son, namely, 2,000 rupees per mensem. Should 
His Highness continue his objection to this point, as he made it to 
Mr. Ives, you will inform him that, as long as the present system of 
aifection and duty subsists between the father and son, the amount 
will be entrusted to His Highness* disposal, and this appears only a 
nominal separation from other sums appropriated for His Excellency's 
own disbursement, and that only an absolute necessity which Govern- 
ment yfill, when occasion may require, determine, vrill it be separated 
from him. 

In regard to the salary allowed to His Highness's son-in-law, Mirza 
Kuleel, viz.. 1000 Bs. per mensem, we conceive it quite sufiicient 
while he holds the ofiice of Dewan, to which the salary of 2,500 Ks. 
per mensem is afilxed, and in the event of his not holding that ofiice, 
any addition to his salary of 1000 Bs per mensem must rest with His 
Highness. 
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We encloflc for your guidance (No. 1) an account Bhowing the tewral 
monthly sums disbursed in the Nizamut, with the redaetaona to be 
made from them, and refer you for particulars to Mr. Irea' report and 
appendix, and to No 3 bcin^ the present appropriation of the stipend 
allowed by the Comi)any to the support of the Nizamut of Moonhe- 
dabad, in which you will obserre ttiat there is the prorision of 1800 
Kup^*8 ]x'r mensem for tlie puqioses nbore explained. 

llariiu; already infonned you that we wish that the Nawab Mobaruk- 
ud-l)owlah should bo (considered in all matters concerning his own 
debts as the actin^r person, and det«nuinin^ also, mpom ike §atm€ 
principle upon which Oovernment left Hi* Highnet* the fi'ee dkoice of 
his own Devcan (wlion although they insisted on the dismission o€ 
Rnjah Sunder Sing, they urged nothing further than that the choice 
of his sucoi^ssor should fall on a man of good character) to contribute 
totcardn Jlis lliifhness^ satutfaciion in a iciah he has expressed to be the 
uncontrolled master of the stipend allowed him bjf the Compamf^ as 
much as may l)e (K>u8i8tent with oiu* conviction that the good intention 
of the Company towards him cannot 6e frustrated ^ and in order to 
assure him that the preservation of his dignity has formed a material 
part of our eonsidenition in digesting the plan proposed by Mr. Itos, 
u*e hare resolved that a certain sum of the stipend shall be left to his 
own management as roentiomHl in the drd resolution bi*fore written. 

The wholei»ti}>eud, viz., 16,00,(K)0Rupees]H»r annum or 1,33,333-5-6 
per mensem, may be considered as divided, in the future appropria- 
tion of it. into two heads. 

The first, being the sum to be actually disbursed for the use of the 
Nizamut amounting per mensem to Rupees l.l5,333-5-6f. 

The second bcMug the sum stopi)ea for the uses before defined* 
amounting to 18.(HX) Ku|mh?s per mensem. 

The first of the sums is comprised froiu articles exhibited in ac- 
count. 

No 1. Rupet»s I,13,ai3-13-10 

The salary for the eldest son 20(X)-0-0 

Suri)lus sum. Rupe(^s 289-7-S§. 
and eontuinn among other artich's the pensions aUowed to the Kunnee 
Begum 25,(KK) Rupees jxt mensem. This last amount deducted 
leaves 90,333-5-G^ Rupees irhich is the sum we have determined shall 
be left to His Highness* management y uncontrolled in the disbursement 
of its party exce]»t as ftir as it shall bt) Huhji>ct to a c*urrespoiuleiiee with 
the O»)vemor-Genenil. <m any intimation, or representation, of any 
deficiency in the due discharge of the allowances and salaries whicm 
this sum includes ; but as some o( the pensioners may hereafter hare 
cause to complain, and those, pt^rhaps, persons whose claims to the 
pension rest uj)on grounds which, while Government tliink proper to 
give their opinion that they ought to continue, will fully authorue, 
indeed call uj>on Government to see paid with regularity, you will 
therefore inform His Highness that the pensions (includea in part of 
the Behalah, being the first part of No 3 in the Appendix to Mr. Ires* 
plnn.) amounting to 1782 Bupees, and the pensions to the NawaVe 
rt'lationsy (being No. 1 of the name Api)eudix,) amounting to 6,917 
HupeeSy making in the whole 76i»i> Supers, are to be paid by you, so 
that the sum to be at His Highnesses uncontrolled mauagement, but 
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subject to the correspondence of the GoTcmor-General, will be 
82,634^5-6§. 

Upon the second sum you have already receired full instructions, 
and it requires at present no further remark. 

Having thus giyen you fuU and explicit instructions in what manner 
the inteniiong of Government are to be executedf as far at concerns 
thefi^twre appropriation of the stipend allowed by the Company for 
the support qfthe Nizamuty and having enclosed such account and 
statements as can tend to your more perfect comprehension of these In- 
structions, we have only to direct that you will urge to His Highness 
the necessity that, from the state of his affairs, exists for the most 
frugal management of tliose sums which Government have left to his 
own authority, not doubting but he will find the amount fully sufficient 
for all necessary disbursements, and even for others which the customs 
of the country, and his own wish to follow them, may induce him to 
make. You will also remind him that he has a large family to sup- 
port, and that it is incumbent on him to devise means to render the 
Fund we have suggested in the above Instructions beneficial to them, 
by increasing it, when it may be in his power, from the abolition of 
such pensions as may be at his disposal by the demise of the present 
incumbents. We have considered that tne numerous dependants on 
the Nizamut who receive pensions fi*om causes which arose with their 
ancestors, from a heavy weight on the establishment, by being con- 
ceived as much due to the heirs and descendants of those to whom 
they were first granted, as to themselves ; and upon mature deUbera- 
tion on the subject, we have determined to divide them into two 
heads, the first consisting of the relations and descendants of former 
Soubahs whose pensions cannot consistently with the dictates ofaffec- 
tion^ or with the Just sentiments of the ties of relationship y be changed 
from the present system of hereditary continuance ; but the second is 
formed of pensions to people who cannot, whatever claims their 
ancestors may have had, be considered to have any themselves, or at 
least not of sufficient j ustice to descend to their heirs. The pensions, 
therefore, to the relations and descendants of the former Soubahs, and 
to those of His Highness Mobaruck-ud-Dowlah, amounting to, as ap- 
pears by Mr. Ives*s Eeport, 

No. 1 to . . Rs. 5,917 

„ 8 to . . „ 1,782 



Rs. 7,699 

shall be considered hereditary, and descend to their heirs. Those to 
servants, &c , shall be continued to the present incumbents, and on 
their demise it shall rest with His Highness to continue them in toto 
or in part to their heirs. But at the same time, in order to prevent 
the misappropriation of the sums that His Highness will have the dis- 
posal of at the demise of the present possessors, you will, on commu- 
nicating tliis part of the plan to His Highness, request he will notify 
to the Paymaster of the Nizamut Stipends, such deaths as may occur, 
and whether he wishes the heirs of the deceased to have the whole or 
any part of the pension enjoyed by the deceased ; and, in order fiuther 
to induce liim furtlier to communicate such occurrence, you will point 
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out to him the benefit intended hj Goremment in learing to himaelf 
the removal or continuance of a burthen on his stipend, and that ike 
wish of Oorf^rnmcnt in that 9uck peiuions^ or part* of them, as mojf, 
bjf his own determination, he unappropriated on the demise of the pre' 
sent incumbents, be one-half added to Sis Tosha Khana, and ih€ 
other to the Funds for the discharge of his debts. These sums, 
thus subject to liis determination, appear bj Mr. lyes's Eeport to 

No. 4 to .... Rs. 3,327 

yf O to • IJ «740 

Per mensem Ks. 4,275 
The accompanying account, No. 5. will more fully elucidate the 
future distribution of tlie Stipends, as it otutes the appropriation of it 
in such parts as are subject to His Highness* management, including 
those liable to excliani;e (m tlie demise of the present incumbents wita 
tliose declared hereditary, and the amount totally independent of His 
Highness. 

The enclosed letter from the Governor-General to the Nawab 
Mobaruck-iul-Dowla, is forMardinl to you, tliat you mav deliver it on 
communicating these Inatruetions to him, and we trust that His High- 
ness will not only discern the attention of Goremment to whatever 
affect* his happinexs and dignitif, but a<.ld Iuh exertions to yoiira to 
carry into execution a i)lan for his relief from heavy incumbrances, for 
the support of his own dignity and tlio reHj)ect of the Nizamut, and 
for the maintenance of an increasing family. 

We are, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) Cornwallis, 

,, C. Stuart, 

„ Peter Speke. 

Fort William, 30tl» September, 1790. 

Though the proposals made by Lord Cornwallis 
are at variance with social etiquette, under which people 
of every description are allowed to disburse their own 
stipends whether for their own benefit or for the members 
of their family, yet as the object of them is clearly set 
forth, the good intentions of the Government might have 
been supported if the premises had been correct, that 
sixteen lacs was the full amount of the Nizamut Annuity 
assigned by the Agreement of 1770, or that the Company 
had any right to interfere with the personal allowance of 
the Nawab, but as the Nizamut had already been illegally 
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deprived of the State Allowances, or nearly half its 
annuity, all the claims alluded to ought in justice to 
have been paid out of the money withheld by the 
Company, and no new measures ought to have been 
framed until aU the arrears of the annuity had been 
paid away to meet the liabilities unavoidably incurred in 
consequence of the curtailment of it. 

It will be further observable from a perusal of the 
letter to the Paymaster of the Nizamut Stipends, (which 
contains the five Eesolutions adopted) that besides paying 
the Nawab's debts, a large reserve fiind was set aside 
for future exigencies, and also for providing incomes for 
his eldest son and other members of his family, and the 
Na/wah was left entirely his own master over his affairs and 
Civil List, in accordance with his request under the Agree- 
ment of 1770. Again from the body of the same letter it 
may also be noticed that the choice of his Bewan was 
altogether vested in His Highness without control; that 
certain stipends paid from his annuity were declared here- 
ditary ; and that other stipends were to revert to His High- 
ness in part on the decease of the holders, or altogether when 
his debts were paid ; but none of the suggestions for in- 
creasing the comfort and independence of His Highness 
were acted up to, and the future proceedings of the 
Government of India were invariably directed to further 
curtailment of the moiety of the annuity paid to the 
Nizamut. 

The interests of the Nizamut which the Company bad 
bound themselves by solemn engagements to protect 
and respect were thus set aside, and this act of injustice 
gave birth to all the unjust meiisures that have since 
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been introduced, bjwhich the Civil List, which should have 
been paid to all succeeding Nawabs Nazim has been 
gradually reduced, and consequently their social as well 
as political status has been lowered — notwithstanding 
their numerous and earnest appeals to the Goyemment of 
India for justice. 

We now turn to the consideration of the relations 
between the Government of India and the Nawabs Nazim, 
who have succeeded to the throne as " Soubahdars of the 
three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa," since the 
time of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, under the last 
Treaty of 1770, and of whom history does not give us 
any account, because they had ceded all their power to 
the East India Company for certain cormderationSy and 
though Princes of the Blood Royal, could only thereafter 
be looked upon as Titled Annuitants, having no voioe 
in the Executive Administration of the country. 

After the death of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, his 
son, Nawab Bubber Jung, was, according to established 
custom, pro«3laimed Nazim and Soubahdar of the three 
Provinces, under the style and title of Nasir-ul-Moolk, 
Aiz-ul-Dowlah, Syud Bubber Ali Khan Bahadur, Delair 
Jung, and received from the Governor- General, Marquis 
Wellesley, the following assurance of faithful attachment, 
Ac. : — 

Extract from Translation of Persian Letter. 

From the Marquis op Wellesley fo the " PiUar of 
8taie and Defender of the Realm,*' Azood Dowla Nabir- 
UL-MoLK, my good brother Stud Bubber Ali Eh an Bbha- 
DooE, surnamed Delaib Juno. 

Yoiu* Highness may bo assured that tliis friend has Your welfare at 
heart, and will be ready at all times and happy to exert his utmost to 
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promote the peace and comfort of the Nizamut, and to maintain the 
tplendour and uphold the interests of Tour Exalted Courts and 
wit-h this object this friendly communication has been framed. 

(Signed) Wbllbslby. 

Soon after the accession of Nawab Bubber Jung (or 
Delair Jung), a Special Committee was again appointed 
to inquire into the pecuniary difficulties of the Nizamut, 
to relieve which Lord Cornwallis had adopted certain 
measures before alluded to, and which had in the first 
instance been brought about by the reduction of the allow- 
ance stipulated for in the Treaty and Agreement of 1770. 
This Committee acting in concert with Her Highness 
Munnee Begum (who was then well advanced in years) 
suggested, that on the death of that Princess, the 
Nizamut Annuity should be further reduced by appro- 
priating her annual allowance of Eupees 1,44,000 
(£14,400) — which would otherwise have reverted to the 
Nawabs Nazim as the heirs-at-law — for the payment of 
the Nizamut Debts, building expenses, <&;c. The cost of 
buildings, <&c., had up to that time been paid, under 
the provisions of the Firmaun of the Emperor of 
Delhi, by the Government. 

In the instructions issued to the Nizamut Committee, 
appointed under the orders of Government of 24th 
December, 1801, for the purpose of devising measures to 
meet the various objects of immediate and future exi- 
gencies, connected with the appropriation and manage- 
ment of the Funds of the Nizamut, the Committee, 
among other measures of reform, was requested to pro- 
vide a surplus Fund for the repairs of the Palace and 
Imambarrah, and to meet contingencies ; and the following 
extract from those instructions will show that the 
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attention of the Committee was specially directed to the 
source from which such a Fund could be established. 
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*' Tlie pension of 12,000 Rs. per mensem, at present assigned to the 
Munnee Begum, may also bo considered as a future additional re- 
source wlicn the pension shall lapse into the Funds of the Nizamut 
** bif the Bcgum^s decease, and may be brought into the calculation 
** of tlie Funds to be provided for the more distant exigencies of the 
" family and of the Nizamut." 

*^ HiA Lordship is led to consider this arrangement to be particularlj 
" expedi&ni by adverting to tlie necessity of providing for the future 
** management of the affairs of the Nizamut, on the decease of the 
'* Begum, which may be expected to occur in the course of a few 
" year?." 

And in the Report of the Nizamut Committee, which 
was submitted to Government on the 9th November, 
1802, and recorded in 1806, the Committee observed as 
follows, in regard to the Fund proposed to be provided 
for the purposes above set forth. 

** The sueceedinjT clause of our instructions refers to establishing a 
'* Fund for the gradual repayment of tlie sums which will be advanced 
" by Government for repairing and rebuilding the Palace, and in 
** Paragniph lOtli we were advised to expect information on this sub- 
** ject from our President. 

" Mr. Paltlo has informed us, that up to this time no progress 
** whatever lias been made in tlie object in question, nor, has any plan 
** or estimate been prepared, but that from information lately received, 
** he exjMJcts some Engineer Ortieer will shortly be appointed to take 
" the necessary* steps for putting this matter in train of arrange- 
** ment. 

•' The object, therefore, appears remote, and not such as presses 
" for immediate determination. The Committee are, besides, well 
** satisGcd on a summary but general view of their means and of the 
" calls thereon, that, from the present stipend not the smallest re- 
" source can remain for tliis head of expenditure, if others which are 
" immediately pressing are to be provided for, and a Fund set apart 
" for the liquidation of the Nawab's debts within a moderate term of 
" years. lie, therefore, respectfidly submits, that, considering this 
" as a distant claim, we should be permitted to meet it with a remote 
" resource, without suffering it, unnecessarily, to interrupt the course 
" of present arrangements. It occurs, therefore, that on a general 
** principle, the Pension at present enjoyed hy the Munnee Be^mm, 
** Rs. 12,000 per mensem, i*, that tcluchf of all others^ appears moH 
" proper to be taken into cal/aUation as an article of resource after her 
" demise^ for the gradual repatfrnent of Oovernment advances for 
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" huHding a Palace. The event ia stated to be cxpecfed to occur in 
•* the course of a few years, aud we have been induced, in this place, 
' to take uj) and reply to tlie 8th and 22nd Paragraphs of our instruc- 
tions, which appear to involve a question of some delicacy and 
" reference to an object which does not offer any immediate available 
** resource, and is further of a nature, which rejects the assumption 
of any definite period for its being brought into action, still, as it 
is but too evident that there t> a wide disproporlion between the 
expense* of the Nizamut and its resources y we liave every reluctance 
to throw this article entirely out of the question, although, for the 
** sake of deamcss and perspicuity, we are disposed to keep it thus 
•* distinct and separate, the general subjects which are incorporated in 
** the detailed account forming part of this report " 

This economical suggestion, however, did not come 
into action until after the death of Munnee Begum, in 
1813, and during the Soubahship of Nawab Zyn-oo-deen 
(or Ali Jah), who on the death of his father, Nawab 
Bubber Jung succeeded to the throne under the style and 
title of Shoojah-ul-Moolk, Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, Ali Jah, 
Sjud Zyn-oo-deen, Ali Khan Bahadur, Feroze Jung, 
and who on his accession received the following assurance 
from the Governor-General, Lord Minto, and accepted 
the same as an additional sacred pledge of perpetual 
friendship between the East India Company and the 
successors of Nawab Meer Jaffier Ali Khan : — 

From Lord Minto to Nawab Naztm Zynudeen Ali 
Khan, dated 26fA May, 1810. 

Mr. Ricliard Roche, in charge of Nizamut affairs, has received in- 
structions to attend at tlie Musnud of the t^oohahdaree, in the Court of 
that friend, on the part of this Government, to invest Your Highness 
with the Soobohdarce of the three Soobahs aforesaid, and publicly to 
proclaim the auspicious event to the people ; and in concert with Your 
Higliness to fix a day for the ceremony. 

The stipend fixed on the accession of Your august Father, by the 
Honourable East India Company, will be continued to Your Highness 
without any difference ; namely — the annual allowance of sixteen Lake 
of Rupees will be continued to Your Highness in monthly issues as 
usual; in the mod*' already prescribed, or that Your Highness may 
consider expedient hereafter to arrange in conjunction with the Mem- 
bers of this Government for the distribution of the pensions suitably to 
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the drcuniBtances of the dependents of the Nizamut, and also for the 
liquidation of the debts of the Nizamut, the burden of the responsibilitj 
whereof lias now naturally devolved on Your Highness. 

Above all, be assured tliat this person will at all times and in all 
junctures, to the utmost of his i)ower and the best of his ability, proffer 
his best counsel and exert his most friendly aid in supporting the rank 
and dignity^ and promoting the ecue, comfort^ happineu^ and welfare 
of that esteemed friend and all his family. 

And that friend may be assured that the friendship and regard this 
Government showed his honored father will, without any difference, 
bo freely and wilUngly transferred to Himself, and that all the honours, 
consideration^ and respect due to the exalted station of the family 
whereof Your Highness is now the Hbad and Source of dignity, will be 
kept in view and observed toicards that friend. 

On other points I would refer You to the Ghentleman above mentioned, 
Mr. Roche, in whose worth and ability I have entire confidence, and 
favoured by whom You will ever receive renewed proofs of regard and 
attachment to Yourself and family, and the interest I feel in their wel- 
fare. I hope that considering this |)erson a real friend and well-wisher. 
You will ever gratify him with letters of Your health and prosperity. 
What can I say more? 

(Signed) Minto. 

But in 1813, after the death of Munnee Begum, the 
suggestion of the Select Committee of 1802 was put 
into operation by the Governor-General, and the Nawab 
began to see the true intent and object of the Qt)vem- 
nient of India, and the hopelessness of extricating 
the Nizamut from debt, so long as that Government 
determined to carry out the Policy which had been 
instituted ostensibly for the purpose of releasing the 
family from j)ecuniary difficulties, but which was 
really producing the opposite result ; for the Funds set 
apart for paying Nizamut debts and building expenses were 
diverted into anotJter cliannely and His Highness the Nawab 
was not only compelled to abandon his right as heir-at-law 
to the future annual allowance (<£1 4,400) of Munnee Be- 
gum, which ought to have reverted to him after Her High- 
nesB*s death, but was also deprived of other private 
property of enormous value and monies amounting to up- 
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wards of ^20,000, which were found in Her Highnesses 
Palace after her decease, and authoritatively taken 
possession of by the Government officials, notwithstanding 
the remonstrances of His Highness, and the wishes of 
the Governor General, expressed in the instructions 
furnished to Mr. Monckton, wherein while ascertaining 
the available assets appertaining to the Nizamut that 
might be set apart for the purposes of the new appoint- 
ment he was guarded against depriving His Highness of 
the private property of the deceased Begum to which 
he was the legitimate heir. 

In thus curtailing the Nizamut Annuity by coercion, 
the East India Company exercised might against right, 
openly violating their Agreement under the Firmaun of the 
Emperor of Delhi, *' to provide for the expenses of the 
Nizamut," besides departing from the solemn obligations 
expressed in the Sacred Treaty of 1770. By the first act 
of curtailment alone they had even during the lifetime of 
Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah deprived the Nizamut of 
nearly half a million pounds sterling, (irrespective of the 
Fund set apart by Lord Oornwallis) which with many 
other monies pertaining to the family, has never been 
accounted for to the Nawabs who have patiently 
borne all the oppression and injustice that has been 
inflicted upon them, and have returned good for evil, 
by ever continuing faithful and loyal adherents of the 
British cause, oven in times of temptation, trouble, and 
danger. 

The continued prossure put upon the Nawabs by the 
Government of India, as before stated, began to tell to 
their prejudice, and in 1816 the Government accounts 
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of tbe Nizamut got into such inextricable confusion^ 
that Mr. Edmonstone, Foreign Secretary to the Govern- 
ment, proposed a minute for introducing a new sjstem 
of management into the Financial Department of tbe 
Nizamut, by the establishment of the Nizamut Agency 
Fund, and by diverting the accumulations of Munnee Be- 
gum's Stipend from their intended object, which the Nawab 
was in a manner forced to give his reluctant assent to. 

Tbis Fund was established for the payment of tbe 
Salaries of the Governor-General's Agents at Moorsheda- 
iKid and of their Office Establishments. On the proceed- 
ings of Poll. Corr., 2:3rd July, 1816, No. 118, will be 
found a minute with regard to the Senior Judge of the 
Court of Appeal at Moorshedabad, who, ex-officio, held 
the situation of Superintendent of Nizamut affairs : 
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•* The impracticability of discharging the duties of both situations, 
more especially under the exigent (Icmand for a change of 8yj«t<jm and 
an a\igmented degree of superintendence in the Dejmrtment of the 
Nizamut, miist be sufRcicntly apimrent. If any practical proof were 
** required of the eril and inconvenience of the existing system with 
** respect to the concerns of the Judicial branch, I might rt^fcr to the 
"frequent occasion** to which the Senior Judge has founded an applica- 
"tion to be relieTwl from a Circuit on the exigencies of his duties in 
his capacity of Su])crintendcnt of Nizaumt affairs. 

In addition to the degree on which analogous objections might 
oppose the transfer of the duties of Su]>erintcndent of Xizamut afTairs 
•* to the Collector of the district, or to any otlier Civil Ofllet^rs actually 
" attached to tlie station, would be tlie n*lative inA^riority of his olHciid 
**rank and situatiim. I am indeed fidly persuatltHl, after long and 
** mature deliberation, that the jii>pointment of a di^trict oflicer of high 
** rank in the Company's service t^ fulfil (perhaps under a diflTerent 
** designation) the (luties of a Supcrintend<*nt of Nijwimut affairs is the 
**only arrangement calculat^xl to provide efficiently for tlie objects which 
"the preceding discussion will probably have shown to be objects of 
'* indis]>ensable exigency. 

•* Invt'stcdwith the dignity of a representative character, and enabled 
**todevot*( his time and att^mtion exclu8*iv<»ly to the duties of his situa- 
*' tion, an oflicer of that class ])ossessing the rc(juisitc qualifications would, 
** I am confident, a<rcom])li!*h, at no gn^t dif^tance of time, an eflTectual 
"reform in the system of the Nizamut. 1 linve no doubt tliat the 
** arrangement would be followed by nidui-tions to a very considerable 
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'' amount, arising out of tho detection of abuses and impositions, and the 
*• nniform operation of a vigilant control, whilst the practice of abuses 
" and imposition^ would be restrained, and the future accumulation of 
debt would be prevented, and tho adjustment of every point connected 
with tho frlfairs of the Nizainiit, would be expedited and facilitated 
'^Asan officer, such as I have described, must, to possess the reqiiisito 
efficiency, bo held by a servant of high rank and peculiar qiudifications, 
" the salary of it must also be fixed on a high scale. But, however btne- 
** /Iciai may he an arrangeitunt of this nature ^ I should not have vcnluriti 
*• to propose it at fht chartfe of the Company It is the practicability of 
" {noviding for the expense of the proposed establishment, without tm- 
posing any burthen on thefinanve of the Company ^ or dit*ertittg any of the 
appropriated resources of th: Nizamuty that induces me to submit the 
plan to the consideration of the Board. I am further urged to brin;^ 
** it forvrard at this particular time, because it appears to me that seveiul 
" of the unadjusted points, enumerated in tho memoranda of the Super- 
" intendent, already reverted to, involve questions between theGK)vern- 
"ment and the Nawab of considerable importance in the general 
arrangements of the Nizamut, delicate in their nature and diilicult of 
adjustment, and, consequently, requiring the appUcation of a degree 
" of time and attention on the part of the person to whom the negocla- 
" tion of these points may be confided, which the Superintendent could 
" not possibly devote to them without injuriously neglecting his capaci- 
" ties of Senior Judge of the Provincial Court. 

"I have already observed, that the salary of the suggested officer 
** should be frn a high scale, and I am of opinion that it should not be 
" less than 36,000 Rupees per annum exclusive of a sum for house rent 
'* and establishment. As the Superintendent of the affairs of the Nizamut 
" has always been exercised by the Chief Civil Authority of the station, 
" I am of opinion that it should be classed, in point of salanr, above the 
" office of Magistrate ; but there are other forcible reasons for assigning 
" to it a liberal allowance. 

" The Office of the Superintendent, such as is above described, would 
" be a species of political appointment in its nature, distinct from any 
V other, and loading to no higher post in the scale of official gradation, 
" but the person possessing the requisite rank and quaUfi cation would 
" have ju^ claim to aspire to a situation of greater emolument than 
" that of a Magistrate of a city or zillah, and would not, therefore, be 
** contented to remain long on a salary not superior to the salary of the 
** latter officer, especially at a station so expensive as Moorshodabad. and 
" where he would be obliged to maintain a certain appearance. This 
** Would occasion a frequent change o/ the person hohting the office of 
*• Superintewleut, which would be a great public incowenieuCfy because a 
" very long ti/ne would elapse before a person^ (junlified in oth^r respects^ 
" ivuld become acquainted with the e:rttnsive and complicated aetails of 
•* the Nizamut^ on a full knowledge of which, his efficiency would, of 
" courne, essentially depend, moreover, in a situation like that proiK)sed, 
" where illicit advantages w^ould be so abundantly held fortli to view, 
" and might be so securely enjoyed, a liberal salary should, on general 
" principles, be assigned. It is not perhaps among the least of the 
"defect** of the present system, that the duties of Superintendent of 
" Nizamut aflairs i^ is performed gratuitously. 
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"If the quetiion to be decided were whether or not conshtentiy with 
^ Public ObiiftntionSf lapse ft stipentU could be restored to the resources «/ 
•* the State or, in other words, whether or not the Company is bound per* 
•* manently to apply the sum of sixteen loci of Rupees per annum to the 
** support antl benefit of the Nizamut^ some forcible arguments might, I 
** think, be adduced on both sides. I should feel it to be a question of 
" considerable delicacy and difficulty, and should advise much caution 
" and mature deliberation in forming a decision upon it. But the actual 
" question is whether, or not, funds, which by the death of parties, for 
" whose personal support they were assigned, are set free, shall not bo 
" applied, not in the augmentation of the Revenue of the Company ^ but 
" in support of an arrangement, the exclusive object of which is thepro*m 
** perity ami even pecuniary benefit of the Nizamut^&n object unattainable 
"by any other arrangement. All judgments must, I conceive, concur 
" in the same decision of the question. No individual is deprived by 
" such an appropriation of a pre-existing right. The party is by death 
" withdrawn from the Fund, and not the Fund from tne party. 

" Assuming as a covering sum 42,000 per annum, I huave reason to 
" believe that assets justly available may be found to that extent The 
** annexed statement, marked D, contains an enumeration and a detailed 
'* explanation of assets derived from the sti|)end of deceased Stipcndia- 
" ries, which apparently constitute an accimiulation of Funds to the 
" Slst January- last, to the amount of upwards of five lakhs of Rupees, 
** and the accumulation, is, of course, great<»r up to the present time. 

" Making allowance for the gain which would bo obtained by pur- 
" chasing Companv's Paper in this market, the sum required completely 
" to cover monthly payments, amounting to the annual expenditure 
"above suggested, would, however, be httle short of seven lakhs of 
•'Rupees. The reservation, during a further period of time, of the 
" sources of accumulation, described and explained in the statement last 
*' referred to, would, of course, create the additional capital necessary 
" to supply the deficiency, but possibly, 1/ may be deented equally just and 
** convenient to supply that deficiency by the monthly apftropriation of a suj" 
**ficient portion of the lapsed stipends. This might be subject of further 
" consideration. In the meantime, if the plan now proposed be thought 
" expedient, measures should, I conceive, be adopted ti) ascertain, with 
" accuracy, the extent of the funds actually disposable. If this infor- 
"mation be not attainable in the ofliee of the Accountant -General, it 
must, of course, be sought at Moorshedabad. The Board will deter* 
*' mine, whether or not, to suspend the suggested appointment until 
**this information be obtained. There is another consideration which 
may also effect the period of making the appointment. It will, 
" probably, be deemed proper, out of dehcacy and respect towards the 
" Nawab, and with reference to the peculiar interest which he has in 
** the arrangement, especially as it involves the alienation of Funds, 
" which he maif consider as appertaining to the Nizamut^ that it should 
" be adopted in concert with him 

" I do not mean by this, tliat the adoption of this plan must absom 
" lutely depend on his consent to it^ but that the arrangement, its motives, 
" objects and expected benefits, should be communicated to His High- 
ness in the first instance, his observations upon it heard and attended 
*' to, and AiA objectiuni, if possible ^ removed. 
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**If any difficulty, or objections, should preclude the prosecution of 
" this preliminary measure tlux)ugh the agency of the Superintendent 
*' of ^'izamut affair:!, and the adoption of it should be judged indispen- 
*' sable, a gentleman miglit be sent, in the iu*8t iji&tance, on a special 
" deputation to Moorsliedaba I on the part of the Gtovemor- General ; 
** intimation lH»ing given to the Nawab, that lie is deputed to confer 
** with His Higlmess on some points of importance connected with the 
** interest of the Nizam ut. In tliat case, it mitfht be convenient to invest 
•• hiiH with special powers J or the adjustment of those ffoints of the Super- 
** mt<jndent*8 memoranda which are moat urgent, and which mu9t, neres' 
** saril^tj'orm tuf/pcts of neguvxation and discussion with His Highness, 
•• founding this delegation on the superior importance of the concerns 
•* to which it relates, and the impracticabihty of the Senior Judge de- 
** Voting to the discussion and arrangement of them, the requisite por- 
•* tion of time and attention, consistently with other avocations of his 
** Judicial affairs, supposing the general objects of the foregoing discus- 
" sion to meet with the couciurence of the Right Honourable the 
'* GK>yemor-General and my colleagues, the Board will determine 
*• whether, on the whole, it be most expedient to adopt any preliminary 
'* proceeding of the nature above described, or, at once, to establish the 
"proposed appointment." 

The Governor-General in Council fully concurred in 
the sentiments and opinions of Mr. Edmonstone, and 
deputed Mr. Mo nekton, the Persian Secretary to Govern- 
ment, to Moorshedabad, upon the special duty of 
conferring with the Nawab Nazim, as to the plan 
proposed by Mr. Edmonstone. The following is an 
extract from the instructions given to Mr. Monckton — 
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** You will observe that Mr. Edmonstone in his minute has repre- 
sented the total inefficiency of the existing as well as former arrange- 
ments, for securing a due appropriation of the funds allotted for tlie 
*• supi)ort of the Nizaraut, and has described, generally, the course of 
** the measures, proper to be pursuetl, for introducing an improved 
" sys-tem of management into that establishmeut. 

'* Tlio specific objet?ts of your deputation may be classed under three 
" licads. Ist., the accomplishment, by means of negotiation with His 
" Higlmess the Nawab, of the plan of forming a Fund, from the re- 
" soiux-es of the Nizamut, to defray the personal salary of a Superin- 
" teu<lcnt, and the expense of his egtabHshment ; 2nd, the disposal of 
"the Munnec Begum's property; and 3rd, the adjustment of all de- 
" pending questions. 

'* With respect to tlie Ist point, namely, the provision of a fund for 
*' the expense of the proposed csstablishment of an Euro])ean Superin- 
"tendent of the >iizamut, I am dircct^jd to observe, that Government 
** would coHstdtr itself to Of perftct/y warranted^ under tlie Nawab's 
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engagement, in mpplifing to that purpose m portion mf tkt pemumi pro^ 
petty of ikf late Munnee B'-gnm, but as it is practicable, without 
haring recourse to t}iat measure, to provide the require fund for 
other object* appertaining to the Nizamut, and as it is an object of 
considerable importance to secure, if possible, the cordial and zealous 
oo-operation of the Xawab in the future reform of the Nixamut, the 

** Gopemtrr-G'-nrral tn Counctl it di^ptntd to ar*»id the adoptioH •/" a 
tmeaturr u hich would intrrfere to maferialfy ari/A Hi$ Higknrus per- 
tonal interest^ at the ni'propriafi<m of a considerabU portion of the pro- 
perty to wkiik IIiM H't(hnrgt cunMiders himself to be the heir^ and ikrre- 
/ore^ rather than Mubjtcf Hi» Higkne9* to that priralion^ Hit Ercellmcy 

'* in Council hat resolvrd to supply the fund froM. atailnhle cf*< t$ apper- 

** taining to the A'isffinu/. 

'* You will take an earlv opportunitT of ascertaining with accuracy 

" the extent of the funds actually disposable, and of derisiug the bert 

"means of supplying any deficiencj*." 

The following are extracts from Mr. Monckton's Report, 
furnisbed from Poll. Corr., 19th October. 1816, No. 58- 
65. 
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" On the 2tth ultimo I had the honour of paying His Highneai a 
Tisit at Farakbaug, when I opened the subject of my Commission. 
" I said to His Highness, that he wa^ no doubt prepared, bT the 
Bisht Honourable the Gt)vemor- General's letter, regarding my jepa- 
"tation, to expect from me communications of considerable importance, 
"and with His Highness' permission I would explain to liim the riewa 
"of Oovenmient, t»tatine, at the some time, my per^^uasion tliat His 
" Highness would eonlially acquiesec in them, not mcpely from a regard 
" to nis former engagement, but from a conviction that they were 
"essential to the/urure prosperity of the Ni/^mut, and to the support 
"of His Highucsis' own dignity and honour. 

" I proceeded to unfold to His Highness the project for the separation 
"of the office of Sui)erintendent of the affairs of the Nizamut from 
"the office of Senior Judge of tlie Provincial Court of Appeal and 
"Circuit for the Divi.^ion of Moorshcdabad, and for the /urmntitm of a 
^^ fund from the resuurc s of the Aiza/ziu/ 1 ) defray the personal salary 
"of a Superintendent, and the expenses of liis establishment, prefacing 
that coMwunication l>y a f till expositioM «/ the motivex^ nijects and bene- 
fits to be expected from that arrangement ^ as described in Mr. £dmon- 
" stone's minute of the 25th March last. 

" His Highness listened to me with the utmost attention. He seemed 
" fully to admit tlie existence of tlie evib and abuses of the present 
" system of the Nizamut, and did not offer any objections whatever to 
" the principle of the suggested arrangement, for providing for the difl» 
" charge of the duties of a Superintendent at the expense of the 
" Nizamut. Hit llighnesSy however j manifested some degree of impa- 
" iience to learn hotcfvnds could be raised to the grcHt extent of seven 
" lakhs. 

"Anticipating the anxiety wliich His Highness would feel on this 
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" point, I had alreadj taken considerable pains to ascertain what funds 
" were actually available for the purposes of forming the proposed new 
" establishment, and although my information was still impei^ect I was 
** enabled to assure His Highness that there are assets appertaining to 
" the Nizamut nearly, if not entirely, sufficient to form the requisite 
fund. With a view, however, to demonstrate to the Nawab the con- 
sideration of Gk)vernmcnt towards His Highness, I observed that 
" under His Highness' eiigageinout, Government would be wnrranteii in 
** applying a portion of the Alunnef Betrum** T'reasure to the purposr '//* 
**f-»rming thefuvdy but that as the measure would materially aifect His 
" Highness" personal interest by imposing, in a manner, on His Higli- 
"nessthe burthen of the expense, Government proposed to provide 
** the fimds, if practicable, from unappropriated assets appertaining to 
" the Nizamut, and that accordingly my anxious endeavours had boon 
" directed to the accomplishment of tliat object. 

" His Highness received the communication apparently with great 
** satLsfiEu^ion, and expressed his sense of the consideration shown to 
'* him, with r^ard to the mode in which the funds were to be sup- 
" plied, in the event of the proposed office being established. I ex- 
" plained to His Highness, however, that in computing the assets 
" available for the purpose of forming the fund of seven lakhs, T 
** calculated on certain sums being repaid to the Nizamut from the 
** Munnee B^um^s personal property^ observing also, that the repay- 
** ment of those sums was entirely distinct from any consideration 
** connected with the plan for the new establishment for the Superin- 
** tendence of the Nizamut, and that they would be added to the fund 
" for defraying the expense of that establisliment, as forming a part of 
** the actual resources of the Nizamut. 

His Highness, having heard these observations, did not seem 
disposed to pursue the discussion further. He said that he felt too 
** unwell to admit of his bestowing on the several points, which had 
" been brought up under discussion that day, the degree of considera- 
** tion requisite to enable him to form any decision, and desired to bo 
" furnished with a written statement of the several simis which it was 
" proposed to deduct from the amount of the late Munnee Begum's 
•* Trcttsinre. 

*' I expressed concern at His Highness's indisposition, but requested 
" permission to observe that the points which I had submitted to His 
** Highness's consideration, had undergone a full discussion, and that 
I was not aware of the difficulty which opposed a declaration of His 
Highness's sentiments. I said that we had been closeted for three 
" hours, and that if my conference with His Highness led to no result y 
** an opinion would go abroad that the views of His Highness were in 
** opposition to those of Oovernmenty an opinion which I would greatly 
" lament, I assured His Highness that I had hitherto preserved in- 
" violable secrecy with respect to the views of Oovernment ; that I had 
*' i»o^ even disclosed them to any person of my own^ and that although 
^ I had called on the Officers of the JS izamut for several statements^ 
" no one comprehended the object of them, and that the anxious wish 
" of my heart was to negociate the proposed arrangements personally 
" with His Highness, and without the intervention or even knowledge 
of any other person. I therefore expressed an earnest hope that His 



cc 



c< 
<c 



t( 



t4 
(t 
II 
(i 



58 



" Highnett would not think it necessaty to consult any other judgment 
** than his otrn^ bvt act at once according to his own wisdom and dis- 
cernment, in w]iich case, I ft-lt assured^ HU Highness would not 
allow me to leave his houte without the gratification of knowing that 
he concurred in the proposed arrangements. The Kawab, howerer, 
still urge<l hi.-* indisi>Odition as an excu^e for suspending his Judg- 
" ment on all points. 

*• On niv reniiniling His Highness of all his engagements, he desired 
" that he might not be undcr»t«>Ki as liaving decidedlv objected to any 
" ]>art of the arningi-niiMit wliich had btvn pPDjxwt^i to him ; but 
*' obst^rTcd tliat he conctired himself at libertg to represent to the 
** Right lloiiouruble tlu* GK>venior-CkMi<Tal antf inconreniencies or em- 
** barreusments which iniqht ot^ur to his mind as likelg to result from 
*• them, ain! following up that observation by astking, whether his 
" reply to His Lonlsliip's letter ought to be transmittixl through me. 
** I rej)lietl that Hin Ilighness was certainly at libt»rty to pursue this 
** course wliieh he had deseribetl, and that 1 should not fail to furnish 
** him witli the statement which he re<|uirtHi of the sums proposed to 
" be detludeti from tlie Munutv Begum's Tn»asure. 

** With res|>ect to the transmission of His HighneM* letter to the 
" Oovemor-Ueneral, I mcn»ly explnintHl, that / considered mgself to 
** be the channel through which His Highness' letter should be trans* 
** miitedy according to the regular forms of official intercourse hetufeen 
" His Highness and Ooremment^ on all ix>int8 connected with my 
** mission. 

" I advistnl His Highness, however, before ho proceeded to address 
" the Governor- Oeneral, to tHjnsider well the contents of His Lord- 
" sliip's letter, when he would observe, that His Lordship had conft- 
** dently anticipated Hit Highneits' cordial acquiescence in the proposi- 
" tions to be communicated by me, not merely with reference to His 
*• Highness' engagements, but yVom a coiiriction thit theg were caleu- 
" lated to promote the general prosperiig of the Nizamut. I was, 
** therefore, ]>articularly anxious, and said that His Highness should 
" act up to liis engagements, and not by any representation or 
" remonstrances against arrangements so equitable and beneficial in 
" thciuHelves, imi>ose ujwn His liordship the neei»8si*y of reminding 
" His Highness of the circumsUince m which the engagements 
" originated, but by fuUiUing his promise, avoid such necessity which 
" would only atllict both His Lordship ond His Highness with pain. 
*• His Highness observed that, according to the tenor of the Governor- 
'* GeueraPs letter, the points, brought forward bg me, were to be 
" matters of negociation and that, therefore, he did not conceive 
" himself ahuoluielg required to comply with the propositions of Oo- 
** vernment. 

•• 1 replied, tliut although His I^rtlship teas fully satisfied of the 
**jujftice and propriety of the propoxilions, and (HUitidently anticipated 
** His Highne.-M*s aet|uie?eence in them, yet, he certainly wisheci that 
** the grounds of tliosi' ])ropositions should bi' fully explained to His 
*' Highness, and that His Uiglnu'ss's observations u]>on them should 
he heard, antl any objections which might ]>ossibly occur to his mind be 
removeil, as His Lordship icould regret being thought by His Highness 
'• to take adcantage of his engagements, to require from His Highness 
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" any sacrifice which might appear to be unreasonable^ or not de- 
** manded by considerations connected with the future welfare of the 
Nizamut I requested His Highness to consider, that, although he 
should ultimately acquiesce in the views of Oovemment after repre- 
sentation and remonstrance^ yett his acquiescence under such circum- 
stances would have no grace; as His Highnesa's sincere friend, 
** therefore, / advised him to declare at once his acquiescence in the 
*' views of Oovernment. Such was mv anxiety on the subject, I added, 
•* tliat 1 would take upon myself the responsibility of exonerating His 
" Highness from the burthen of supporting any of the late Muunee 
** HegunCs dependents out of her property ^ for which purpose 1 had 
" allotted a fund of a lakh of Rupees^ if he ipould only yield a cordial 
*• assent to the other deductions from the property^ and also to the 
" arrangement for the new establishment for the Su])erintcndence of 
" the affairs of the Nizamut, and, that, in making this offer ^ I was 
** not sure that my conduct would be approved. I conchided by saying, 
** that His Highness would not fail to recognise in that, and also in 
" the whole arrangement, my anxious solicitude to combine with the 
" attainments of the views of Oovernment for the benefit of the Niza- 
" muty the utmost possible consideration for His Highnesses personal 
•* interests relative to the disposal of the Munnee Begunis property. 
•* His Highness waSy however^ quit^ inflexible ; he declared his inability 
** to give me any detinite answer^ and at length I took my leave tcith 
•* the expression of my disappointment at the suspension of his judgment 
** upon the arrangements which had been proposed to him, and of my 
** hope that, on r^ection. His Highness would let me have the gratifi- 
•* ccUion of reporting to Oovernment that they have obtained his 
** approbation. 

** The tenor of His Highnesses conduct certainly impressed me with 
" the belief, that he either meditated a decided opposition to the views of 
*' Government, or had determined not to act without the previous com- 
" monication with his confidential advisers. 

I afterwards learnt that His Highness held secret consultation 
" with his father-in-law, the Nawab Shumshere Jung, and with one or 
two others on that night and the night following. In this interval I 
had prepared the statement which His Highness had requested, and 
was on the point of sending it to Farrakbaug, when His Highness 
sent me a message, signifying his intention of visiting me on the fol- 
lowing morning. His Hinhuess, huwever, being unfortunately taken 
iUy sent his father-in-law to me with a tetter, informing me of his in- 
disposition, and containing the gratifying intelligence of his cot dial 
acquieMcence in the views of Government. 

Before I close the letter I beg to state that no part of the funds for 
" the new establishment for the Superintendence of the Nizamut is in 
"the hands of the Collector, excepting the arrears of the Munnee 
" Begum's personal salary, amounting to Rupees 2,67,703. That sunt 
" might be immediately invested in thv public Securitie'( of Government, 
*' The remainder of the fimds shall be paid into the Collector's Treasury 
" with the least practicable delay." 

The following is an extract from the letters received by 
Mr. Monckton in reply. 
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•* The succewful issue of your proceedings in the execution of such 
parts of t]icMi' in»truction:», as formed the subject of the dcsjiatch now 
acknowliNigfd, has afforded much satisfaction to the Governor-General 
in Council, who considers jour conduct to be marked with the charm*- 
teristic zeal, address, temper, and ability, which formed the ground of 
•* Uis Ixirdshi]/H selection of you for the ixTfonuance of this delicate 
**and important serrice. 

" Tl»e tenor of your conference with the Xawab. and the gpneral 
"course of your proceedings, re|iorte<l in tliat desjia ch, behig in entire 
" conformity with the spirit of your instructions and of tlie views of 
" Government. I am diiveted to pnx'ei'd at once to convey to you the 
"sentmientft and in.^tructions of His Lordship in Council on thc^'C 
'* points on uhich the s^x^ial expression of the opinions and sentiments 
** of the Government are rcquireti. 

*• The htatvments of the »uttis to b^ drdueted from the treasure of the 
** Imte MuHHer Bri(um, and of the asset;* available for the purpose of de« 
fraying; tlie exix'use of the proposed new establishment, both of which 
have been recognucd and atvepted by the Nawab, are entirely ap- 
pn)vod. 

•' Tlie sum of 2,67.703 Rupees, being the amount of the arrears of 
the late Munnee Begimi's stipend, which forms one item of these 
assets, and is actually in the liands of the ColliK^r of Moorshedabad, 
"tri// be tMvesttd in the public fuiuU without delay. Instructions, of 
" whicli a copy is enclosed, have accordingly been issued to the Ac- 
" countant-Gcncral and the Government Agent, and you will be pleased 
" to convey the necessary instructions on the subjwt to the Collector ; 
"you will be phrased to make early arrangements for the i>ayment into 
"the hands ot the Collector, of the remaining sums described, for tho 
*' same purpose, reporting the actual payment, that the netestary metuurct 
may be taken for iHve*t%ng t/ie whoie amount,** 
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Instructions were accordingly issvied to the Accouniant- 
General and the Sub-Treasurer, who were at that period 
the Government Agents. 



" The Gk)vemor- General in Council having concert^ an arrangement 
" with llis Highness tlie Nfiwab of Bengal, for tlie establishment of a 

fund for defraying tlic expense of a new cstablisliinent for the super- 
" intendcnce of the aiiairs of the Nizamut, I am directed tt) transmit to 

you the enclosed statement of assets u])pertaining to the Nizauiut, 

whicli have been ascertained to be available for this purpose 

The only })art of tiiesc assets actually in the hands of the Govern* 

ment is the lirst item, namelv. the arrears of the stipends of the late 

Munnee Begum from the period of her death till the 31st of August, 
*• 18H», amounting to 2,67,703 rupees, which is in t!ie Treasury of the 
"Collector of Moorfhedahad. 

**It is the desire of the Govemor-Genernl in Council, that the abftre 
** sUfH should be innnfdtatrlif invented in pitblir Srcurities towards the 
" fonnation of the pro])Osed Fund. //i« Lord>hip in ('ounciiiA accrtlinjig/y 
** pleated /« empower and direct you^ in your rharnvter of Government Ai^eni 
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" to jmrchnit Gowfmment Srcurities to the amount above stated, which 
"will be placed at your disposal for that purpose. The advnntnsie aruimf 
** from the dheounl on paper will belonff to ike Sizamuty and it it to be 
** accounted for to Ilix Hiffhneax the Nawab. 

"Th6 remaining sums will be paid into the liands of the Collector at 
" Moorshedabad, with the least practicable delay, and are then to be 
'* disposed of in the manner above stated. 

'* A copy of this letter will be transmitted to the Accountant-General, 
'* who will be instruc-ted to take tlie ncces^iary measures for placing at 
" your disposal the sum'above specified, as well as the remaining sums as 
" soon as they are realized." 



The following letters from Mr. Monckton set forth the 
Assets from which the Agency Fund was formed, and 
to which the Nawab was entitled as the heir-at-law : — 

To Henry Stone, Esq., Sitb-Treasurer, Fort Williavi, 

Sir, 

Under charge of Lieutenant George Moore I herewith dispatch to you, 
for the purpose of being sent to the Mint for coinage, treasure to the 
mmount of 2,28,320 llupees, of that sum Rs 2,i8,H20 are destined to 
form part of a Fund of Seven lacs for defraying the expenses of a new 
establishment for the superintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, and 
the remainder, namely, 9.500 Kupees, are to constitute a Fund for defray- 
ing the expense of an establishment at the tomb of the late Munnee 
Begum. 

3. As the treasure is in old Rupees of sorts, I request that you will be 
pleased to cause Rupees to be assigned with the least practicable delay, and 
inform me of the amount of any deficiency, when it shall be immediately 
made ^ood from the stipend of the Nizamut. 

3. Tou will be pleased to communicate the arrival of the treasure to 
the Accountani-General. 

4. The treasure is put up in fifteen boxes, fourteen of which contain 
16,000 Rupees each, aud the other Rs. 4,320. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) J. Monckton. 

Muorshi'dabad, 19ih Dec, 18 IG. 

To J. W. SheeNj Esq., Accountant General, Fort 

William, 

Sir. 

You are apprized of the arrangement which has been concerted by the 
Government in Council with His Highness the Nabob of i$engal for the 
establishment of a Fund for defraving the expenses of a new establish- 
ment for the superintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, and you have 
been furnished with a titateroent of assets available for that purpose. 

2. You were informed hy a letter from Mr. Secretary Adam, dated 19th 
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Ortnh^r, that of tho^ assets the sum of 4,G7,703 Rii|>ees, being the ar- 
rears of the Sii|>eiid of the late Muiinee Uegum from the period of her 
death till the 31st August, 1816. was in the bands of Government, I 
deem it regular to explain to you, however, that although the amount of 
the arrears of the late Munnee Begum was correctly stated, the precise 
sum was not in the hands of Guvernment. The amount actually due 
from the Treasury of the Collector of Moorshedabad at that time was 
only lis. 2.63,703, and the balance of Rs. 3,;i99-6 was in the bauds of 
th^ late .Munnee Begum's Dewan. 

3 I have now the honour to inform yon that, including the balance 
of Rs. 3999,6 abuve btated, 1 have since paid into the Collector's 
Treasury the sum of 2,17,476-6 Sicca Knpees. making a total sum of 
4,81,180 Rupees, and I herewith enclose to yuu the Collector's receipts 
for the amount. 

4. The remaining assets destined for the fund of the proposed new 
estaitlishment have been furnished from the late Munnee Begum's Tr^-a- 
Mires, and is in old Rupees of yannus denominations. I have, therefore, 
this day de.^palched to the General Treasury under an escort of Sepoys, 
commanded hy l.ieutefiant George Moore, the amount of these assels, 
namely, Rs. 2,18.820, tor the purpose of being sent to the Mint, and 
liav» inforn.ed the S«b-Trea>nrer that whatever, mav be the deficiencv of 
the old Rupees in weight and quality shall be immediately made good 
from the Munnee Bevum's all)wance which has accuiuulated in the Col- 
lector's Treasury since the 3l8t of August. 

5. The fuvd of stvtn iac» of rupees iot the proposed new establish- 
ment for the superintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, may, there- 
fore, be considered to be completed, and it only remains for you to pro- 
duce at the di8|K>sal of the Government Agent the sums paid into the 
Collector's Trea>ury, in order that the amount may he inveated in Pubiic 
Securities. 

6. 1 beg leave to inform >ou that a further snm of 9,500 Rupees has 
been taken from the Munnee Begum's Treasure, for the purpose of form- 
ing a futid to defray the expenses of an establiahmeiit at the Begum's 
tomb, and that as that money is likewise in old coin, and must conse- 
<|nentiy be sent to the .Mint. I have taken the opportunity of dispatching 
it to the general Treasury with the other treasure, making the total 
amount of the remittance tolls Rs. 2,28,320. 

7- As the sum of 9,500 Rupees is to hr investefi in Government Secu» 
ritirs. \ou will shortly receive the instructions of the Governor-General 
in Council to place that sum also at the disposal of the Government 
Agent. 

8. The deficiency in the Rupees comprising the latter item will be met 
in the same manner as the deficiency in the Rupees belonging to the 
otber Fund, and I have only further to observe that as the interest of 
9.500 Rupees will scarcely be sufficient to cover the expenses at the 
Eotablishnient at the Tomb of the late Munnee Begum, which are ascer- 
tained to be 574 Rupees annually, any small addition to the capital bj 
the purchase of Company's paper ai a discount is desirable. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) J. Monckton. 

Moorshedabad, 19ih Dec, 1816. 
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To John Adam, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Govern- 

inent^ Fort William. 

Sir. 

1 have the honour to acknov^ledge the receipt of yoar despatch of the 
19tb of October, from wi.icli I \%a8 happy to learn that my proceedings 
as detailed in my letter of the 20ih of September, had received the entire 
approbation of Government. 

2. My subsequent prwceedingii have suffered great interruption in con- 
st queuce of Hindoo and Mussulman Festivals, and particularly by ihe 
long illness of His Highness the Nabob. 

6, Previously to the Nabob's indisposition. His Highness had attended 
with me almost daily for three weeks at the late Munnc? Begum's apart- 
ments, for the purpose of ini>pecting and examining Her late Highne&»'s 
treasure and jevrelb, as also her other property, the extent and variety of 
which was very gieat. 

4. The jewels may fairly be estimated at not less than six lacs of rupeef, 
the gold and silver utensils ancou.it in weight to Sicca Rupees one luc, 
two thousand and fifteen, and the property in goods consisting of iicti 
velvets, Benaies, gold and silver stuff$, shawls, mnsiins, silks, beauiifuily 
embroidered purdahs, and a countless variety of other articles cannot be 
estimated at less than one lac and a half of Rupees. The collection of 
mrticles of every description was prodigious, and 1 have great satislactinn 
in stating that the v^hole of the property was in the highest state of per- 
fection, as there was reason to apprehend from the late Superintendent's 
Report that it was not the case. 

5. The treasure in gold, silver, and copper coin amounted to 150,507-12 
Rupees, but in taking an account of the money, a box containing 16,0.>3 
Rupees was pointed out to me as belonging to Zabunnissa Begum, who is 
grand -daughter of His Highness Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan, and also to her 
brother, and she is the lady who claimed the enormous sum of nearly 
two lacs and a half of Rupees out of the Munnee Begum's property. 

6. As Mr. Brooke, on the occasion of his being ordered to ascertain 
the extent of the late Munnee Begum's Treasures, had informed the 
Government that no parcel, however insignificant, was left unexamined, 
and as he had not even mentioned the name of the Nowassy Begum in 
any of his reports, I asked why Mr. Brooke had not been told that the 
box in question belonged to the Nowassy Begum at the time when the 
inrentory of the Munnee Begum's treasure and elVects was prepared under 
his directions. I was assured that the box was pointed out to Mr. 
Brooke as being the Nowassy Begum's pioperty, but that because the 
Munnee Begum's seal was found to be affixed to it. he refused to admit 
that lady's claim, and said that he considered tlie whole of the property 
without distinction as having belonged to Her late Highness. 

7. On inquiry, however, it appeared that the Nowassy Begum had 
always l>een in the habit of receiving her stipend through the Munnee 
Begum, and on examining the box, it was found to contain a large collec- 
tion of the receipts of that lady for a stipend which she enjoys as a Mem- 
ber of the Rajmehal Family. Moreover, Meah Bahar Ufzoon, the eunuch 
who had charge of the Tosha Kbana, declared that the box in question 
was the treasure-chest of Nowassy Begum, and that the treasure vihich 
it contained v^as no other than the money of her stipend, and they fur- 
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th^r sigiiifled their rcarliiiess to confirm their decUration, if nece«sary, bj 
oath. 

8. With such evidence in favour of the Noways? Urgun/s cl^im, I could 
not possibly consider the simple fact of Her late Highness's seal being 
affixed to the box, to furnish a justifiable pretext for rejecting that claim. 
I therefore deemed it my bounden duty to represent'to His Highness the 
Nnbob the propriety and tiecessity of his making over the treasure to the 
Nnwassy Begum. His Highness ho'mg eniirelif unprepared for thitfregh 
demandy et^inced the greatest reluctance to admit the equity of it. But I 
tf'Id His Highness that I felt it incumbent on me to press the point with 
p<>('uliar earnestness, because it was one which equally concerned His 
Hishness's own honour, and the justice of my proceedings, and that I 
had too hifsh an opinion of his priticiplrs to suppose for a moment that 
ho coulil de»ire to withhold from his cousin whai was her indisputable 
right. His Highness, after some consideration, acknowledged that as 
the eunuch who had charge of the Tosha Khana was prepared to support 
the claim of the Nowassy Begum on oath, he could not, ««ith propriety, 
withhold the treasure from her. 

0. But while I considered it io be an indispensable obligation of my 
duty to secure to the Xowassy B» gtini her j int right, I coidd n"t help 
regarding the fresh demand ap: 'in^t the property of the Munnee Begum, 
a» affording to the Nawah a ground of discontent, since it was on the faith 
nf my ansurance that the frtasure of the Munnte Begum amownteti io 
Jiftren lac» that His H'ghnexa rrcognizrd and Oicepted the statement uf 
fteduvtiona to be made from that trtasure Any new circumstance occur« 
ring to diminish still further the amount of surplus which the Nabob hat 
been taught to expect for his own personal benefit, could not fail to be 
regarded by His Highness with dissatisfaction. 

10. I therefore anxiously sought to compensate to His Highness in 
some measure for this disappointment. 

1 1. It occurred to me that among the pruscnbed deductions from the 
Munnee Begnm*s trea^utes, there was one item, the amount of which 
nearly corresponded with that of the money foutid to belong to the 
Nowassy Begum, and which iippeared to be the least desirable of all the de- 
ductions, namely, thesumof 1 7,500 Rupees, awarded to the wife of Shemut- 
ud-Dowla, on account of interest on the amonnt of stoppages of her 
stipend. I therefore resolved to' charge the resources of the Nizamut 
with the payment of thai sum. 

12. Accordingly, after providing the funds for that purpose, I told the 
Nawab that I was much gratified by his honorable conduct in regard to 
the treasure which had been ascertained to be the property of his corsin 
the Nowassy Begum, but that as 1 was sensible of the disappointment 
occasioned to him by that claim, I wms very anxious to provide the means 
of satisfying it without exposing him to loss by a diminution of the amount 
of the surplus which his Highness had been led to expect from the 
Munnee Begum's treasure, and I then explained to him the arrangement 
which I had made for that purpose. 

l.H His Highness seemed extremely giatified, and expressed his sense 
of obligation to me for my kindness. 

14. By this arrangement 1 was enabled tn combine with the perforra- 
ance of nn act of justice to the Nowassy Behum the disposal of the late 
Munnee Begum's property in a manner to afford entire satisfaction to His 
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Higfanets's mind, and I trust that the attainment of this object will be 
oonaidered by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to furnish a 
tuficient apology for my taking upon myself to relinquish an item of 
deduction from the late Munnee Begum's Treasure without His Lord- 
ship's in Council previous sanction. 

15. The sura of 16,053 rupees being deducted from the property found 
in the late Munnee Begum's apartments, the treasure which actually be- 
longed to Her Highness amounted to Rupees 14,85,454-12, out of which 
kmM Been deducted Rupees 8,58,043-14-8, and a further sum of Rs. 44,650 
reserved for the purpose of reducing jewels mortgaged on bond, to the 
amount of Rs. 50.000, leavinfc a surplui nf Rupee* 5,82.760-13-4, which 
hoM beenfurmaUff made over to His Highness^ together with the whole of 
the jewels, gold and silver utensils, and other property amounting collec- 
tively to about 8,50,000 rup^-es. Thus, by the dedth of Her Highness 
the Munnee Begum, the Nabob has acquired personal property to the ex- 
tent of nearly fifteen lacs of rupees, besides the possession of lands and 
bouses, and the Chowk sdjoining the Palace, which alone yields a revenue 
of 12,000 rupees per annum. 

16. The late illness of His Highness having rendered him incapable of 
attending to business, has prevented any arrangement for transferring to 
His Highness immediately the Chowk and its Dependencies, and as His 
Highness has now proceeded on an excursion to Monghr for change of 
air, the execution of any measures for that purpose must be delayed until 
His Highness's return. 

17. On the 15th ultimo, I sent to the Collector's Treasury the money 
required to complete the Fund for defraying the expense of the proposed 
new establishment for the superintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, 
and I only deferred the communication to Government of the payment 
until the Collector should acknowledge the receipt of the money 

18. An unexpected but apparently unavoidable delay, however, has oc- 
eorred in taking an account of the money in the Collector's Office, a con- 
siderable proportion of the money, having been taken from the Munnee 
Begum's treasure, was in old coin. This circumstance rendered it neces- 
sary for the Collector to assort and pay the money before he could make 
any entry of it in his books, aud I was not aware of the length of time 
which would be required for that purpose. 

19. I had waited nearly a month for the Collector's receipt, when I 
was informed that it had not been found practicable to do more than 
assort the old coin, which was of various denominations, and that it still 
remained to assay it. 1 was, moreover, informed that the assaying of the 
Rupees in the Collector's Office would not supersede the necessity of their 
undergoing a similar process at the Presidency on being sent to the Mint 
to be recoined. 

20. In order, therefore, to prevent further loss of time, I resolved to 
dispatch the Rupees of sorts to the General Treasury without delay, con- 
fining the payment into the Collector's Treasury to the Sicci Rupees of 
the standard weight. I accordingly withdrew the old coin from the Col- 
lector's Office, and dispatched it to the Presidency on the 20th instant, 
under an escort commanded by Lieutenant George Moore. In adopting 
this measure, 1 hope my conduct will be approved. 

21. I have the honour to transmit to you. for His Lordship in 
Council's information, a statement of assets which have been placed in 
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the hands of the Collector, and of those which have been remitted to the 
Treasury. 

22. I have transmitted to the Acconntant-GeDeral the Collector's Re- 
ceipts^for 4,81,180 Sic. Rupees, and 1 have apprized him of my having dis- 
patched to the Presidency, for the purpose of being recoined, the sum of 
2,18,820 old Rupees, being the number required to complete the Fund of 
7 lacs, stating at the same time that whatever may be the deficiency of 
the old Rupees in weight and quality, it can be immediately made good 
from the late Munnee Begum's personal allowance of 12,000 Uapees, 
which has accumulated in the hands of the Collector since 31st August 
last. 

23. It will be in the recollection of His Lordship in Council, that 
amoni( the deductions from the Munnee Begum's treasure, is a sum of 
9,500 Rupees for the purpose of forming a Fund to defray the expense of 
an establishment at the Tomb of the late Munnee Begum. 

24. As that money is in old coin, and the amount u intended to be tit- 
vested in the Public FuntU^ I have taken the opportunity of sending it to 
the Presidency with the other Treasure, making the total amount of the 
remittance 2,28,32u rupees. I have prepared the Accountant-General to 
expect orders from Government on the subject of placing the farther sum 
of 9,500 Rupees at the disposal of the Government Agents, /or the jntr^ 
pose of being laid out in the purchase of Company* s Paper ^ and I have 
informed him that the deficiency in the Rupees, as soon as the extent of 
it shall be ascertained, will be met in the same manner as the deficiency 
in the other part of the treasure. 

25. As the monthly and occasional expenses of the establishment 
maintained at Munnee Begum's tomb are ascertained to amount to 574 
Rupees annually, which rather exceeds the interest of Rs. 9,500, 1 have in- 
timated to the Accountant-General that the amount which may be gained 
by the Discount on Company's Paper should be added to the capitai for 
the purpose of rendering the Fund more adequate to its object. 

26. I am engaged in settling the debts of the Nabob's several ancles, 
and am endeavouring to adjust them in a manner most favourable to 
their interest. 

27. I hope also in a few days to submit a detailed Report of the 
Establishment of the late Munnee Begum, of two casuslties which have 
occurred m them since His Highness's demise, and of the reductions 
which have actually been effected, or which may appear practicable. 

1 have, &c., 
(Signed) J. Monokton. 

Moorshedabad, 26th December, 1816. 

The following extract is from the instructions sent to 
Mr. Monckton in reply : — 

"The Governor- General in Council approves of your having despatohed 

to the Presidency that portion of the money required to form the 

Fund for defraying the expense of the proposed new estabUahment 

" for the Superintendence of the afiairs of the Nizamut, which oovuiBted 

of Bupees of sorts, and of your communication to the Aoooimtant* 
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" General on the subject of that remittance, and on the other pointH 
" adverted to in the 17th and following paragraphs of jour letter. The 
** necessary orders will be issued for invetth^ in Government tecuriiies 
** suck portiom of the money intended to form the proposed Fund^ as had 
'* not aJreadj been so disposed of. 

The following is an extract from the orders issued to 
the Government Agent subsequently : — 
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In continuation of my letter of the 19th October last) I am directed 
to transmit to you the enclosed Statements of the Assets, which have 
been placed in the hands of the Collector of Moorshedabad, and of 
those which have been remitted to the Presidency, for the purpose of 
'* forming a Fund for defraying the expense of the proposed esttftblish- 
*' ment of tlio Superintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut. 

'* Mr. Monckton has re{K)rted the transmission to tlie Accountant- 
" General of the Collector's receipt for the portion of that sum paid 
" into his Treasury, and his having apprized the Accoimtant-General 
•* of the remittance of the remainder to the Presidency in Rupees of 
" sorts. 

" It only remains, therefore, to desire tliat you will, in your character 
"of Gk)vemment Agents, proceed, in the manner pointed out in my 
" letter of the 19th October, with regard to that part of the money in 
" question, which may not have been already invested in Public Securi- 
" ties for the purpose stated, and which will be placed at your disposal 
"by the Accountant- General." 

Mr. Monckton, in consideration of the services he had 
rendered in carrying out the instructions of the Governor- 
General, was nominated to the appointment which he bad 
been so instrumental in establishing by the following 
letter: — 

To John Monckton, Esq. 

Sir, 
The principal object of your deputation to Moorshedabad having now 
beerj saccessfuUy accomplished and the fund for the establishment of the 
proposed system of control anrl superintendence over the affairs of the 
Nizamut having now been formed by the actual receipt into the Treasury 
of the money intended to be appropriated from the resources of the Niza- 
mut for that purpose. / am directed to inform yon fh^d you are to eon- 
Jtider your mission at an end, and thai Hi* Ercelleney the Govemar- 
General in Council has been pleased to appoint you to the permanent 
situation of Agent to the Goremor- General at Moorshedabad. At this 
capacity, in addition to the more immediate and special duty of superin- 
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tendence over the afftin of the Nitamut, yoa will contider jounelf to be 
tbe channel of cominunication with all natives of rank residing at or 
▼isiting the city of Moorshedabad, as well as with the descendants of the 
Nawab Ihteram-ud>Dowla a collateral branch of the Family of the Nabob 
of Bengal residing at Rajmehal and not stricily comprehended in the 
establishment of the Nizamnt. 

2. The Goyemor-General in Council has been pleased to fix ^Ae talaiy 
qfihe office qf Agent of the Oovemor-ChnercU at Moorthedabad at 40,000 
ticca rupees per annumt after providing for this charge, a sum of 2,000 
Rupees per annum of the interest of the Fund in question will remain 
available for the expenses of the establishment of your office, which with 
the amount of the present monthly establishment of 213 Rupees, making 
an aggregate of Rs. 379-4 per mensem, which His Lordship in Coundl 
conceives be fully adequate for that purpose. Ton will accordingly pre- 
pare and submit for the approval and sanction of the Government the 
details of an establishment at an expense not exceeding the aggregate 
amount above stated. 

Tou will be proposed to return to Moorshedabad, to assume the office 
to which you are now appointed, as soon as may be convenient. 

1 have, &c., 
(Signed), J. Adam, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 

Council Chambers, 22nd February, 1817. 

P.S. — You will receive from the Persian Secretary a letter from the 
Governor-General to His Highness the Nabob, announcing the appoint- 
ment. 

On the proceedings (see Poll-Corr. 10th Maj, 1817, No. 20-25), is 
recorded a letter from the GK)vemment Agents, of which the following 
is a copy : — 

" We have tbe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, 
" bearing dates the 19th of October and 4th of January last, relative to 
'* the Nizamut establishment, and to state, for the information of Ghovem- 
"ment, that in conformity with the instructions conveyed in those 
" letters, we hatte invested the several sums received hy ut Jrom the General 
'* Treasurf.Bud have now the pleasure of submitting an account exhibit- 
" ing the whole of this transaction." 

On receipt of the foregoing letter, and the accounts which accompa- 
nied it. from the Gh)vemment Agents, further instructions, dated the 
IstMay, 1817, were issued to the Accountant-Gbneral, from which the 
following is an extract. 

" The Government Agents have been directed to deliver over to you 
'* the Gh)vemment Securities to the amount of Rupees 7,10,600, wmoh 
** have been purchased on account of the Nizamut. 

** You will be pleased to take necessary measures for having tkoae 
** Securities invested as the property of the Nizamut, the interest in them 
** being assigned for the payment of certain special charges as follows . 

" For paying the Salary Principal. Interest per an. 

"and of the Office Estab- 
** lishment of the Agent to 
"the GK)vemor • General at 
'* Moorshedabad, . . . 7,01,000 42,060 
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''For the charge of an 
*' ErtabliBhment at the Tomb 
*< of the Munnee Begum 9,600 576 

"The Collector of Moorshedabad ha« been authorized to pay the 
" Salary and Establishment of the Agent to the GK)Temor-G^neral at 
" Moorshedabad, and the charges of the Establishment of the Munnee 
" Begom's tomb, monthly, at the aboye rates. 

** You will be pleased to transmit the QoTemment Securities aboye 
*' mentioned, to the Collector of Moorshedabad, with inHrucHotu to 
" balance in his accounts, the interets due on them half-yearltf, against 
** the monthly payments which he has been authorized to make as sped- 
*' fied in the foregoing paragraph." 

A farther charge was made by the Goyerninent against 
the Nizamut^ in accordance with the instructions given in 
the following letter : — 

To John Monckton, Esq., Acting Agent to the 

Oovemor-Oeneralf Moorshedabad, 

Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th intt., 
and to inform you that the Goyernor-Geaeral in Council has been pleated 
to sanction the establishment proposed by you for the office of Agent to 
the Gk)yemor-General at Moorshedabad. The payment of the establish- 
ment will commence from the date on which it may haye been enter- 
tained. 

2. Although it was originally intended that a portion of the expense 
of the establishment of the Agent equivalent to the expense of the estab- 
lishment heretofore maintained for the superintendent of Nizamut affair* 
should be charged to the Government, the Governor-General in Council, 
on a reconsideration of the subject, is disposed to think that it will be 
more consistent with the principle on which the office was constituted to 
make the whole chargeable on the funds of the Nizamut. 

3. His Lordship in Council, would, however, be reluctant to bring for- 
ward a fresh demand on this account, however inconsiderable the amount, 
did he not suppose that funds sufficient for the purpose will have already 
accumulated from the arrears of lapsed stipends yet unsppropriated, and 
which may be considered properly applicable to this object, as one con- 
nected with the general benefit of the Nizamut. 

4. The interest calculated from the 1st January to the 2l8t February 
accruing on the Government Securities purchased on account of the 
Nizamut, which have been assigned for the payment of the salary of the 
Agent, will be available for the same purpose ; as will alto the interest 
calculated from the 1st January to the date on which the office establish- 
ment now sanctioned may have been entertained, accruing on the Govern- 
ment Securities assigned for the payment of a portion of that establish- 
ment. 

5. The Govemor-General in Council desires that you will submit a 
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Statement of the amount of funds which may have accumulated from 
the tource specified in the 3rd paragraph of this letter, which may he 
made ayailable for defraying that portion of the expense of the Agent's 
Bstablishment not yet provided for from the funds of the Nizamut. On 
receiving this report, His Lordship in Council will determine on the ex- 
pediency of malting this expanse a charge on the Nizamut. 

6. The Collector of Moorshedabad has been authorised to pay monthly 
on the joint receipt of His Highness the Nabob and of the Agent, the 
allowance for an Bstablishment at the Tomb of the late Munnee Begum. 
The payment of this Establishment will commence from the 1st of 
January, the date from which interest is due on the GK)vernment Secu- 
rities assigned for defraying it. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) J. Adam, 

Acting Chief Secretarv to Government. 

Fort WUliam, 10th May, 1817. 

On the proceedings of the Poll-Cor. 5tb Julj, 1817, No. 41-45 is 
recorded a letter from Mr. Monckton, forwardiing a letter to the 
address of the Govemor-G-eneral, from His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, in submitting which, Mr. Monckton observed thus : — 

** The only point m His Highness's letter which appears to require 
" particular notice is, the solicitude which His Highness has expressed 
** to receive from, the Governor-General an assurance, thai the Com- 
** panj/'i Pcmert which have been fmrchaeed with the Fundt of the 
" Nizamut ^ for the declared purpose of defraying the expense of the 
*' newly constituted Office, ehiall he considered ae appertaining to the 
" Nizamut, and not Uahle^ under any change of circumetancee, to he 
•* diverted to purposes foreign to the interest of the house of Jaffi»r 
" Alee Khan. Such an assurance would not, perhaps, be inconsistent 
" with the principle on which the Fund has been formed, while, it 
" would be particularly gratifying to His Highness." 

The Gbvemor-General replied to the letter from His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim, and forvrarded it through Mr. Monckton ; it ran 
thus : — 

" It vras matter of satisfaction to me to be able to form the Fimd 
" for the payment of the new establishment by appropriating to that 
" purpose the accumulations of different branches of the Nizamut not 
'* expressly destined to other purposes and which could not have been 
*' applied to any object so truly beneficial. The money forming the 
"fknd thus obtained amounting to seven lacs of Rupees is considered 
** and recognized as the inalienable property of Tour Highnesses 
" Familgy over and above the Sixteen lacs of Rupees per anmum 
** assigned for its support " 

The Agency Fund must clearly have been a distinct and separate 
Fund, when the Hon. W. L. Melville, Agent Governor-General, ad- 
dressed Government on 28th May. 1836, in the following words : — 

" There is at present a peculis[r pressure of business in the English 
" Department of this office — 

^* 1. The accounts of the Munnee Begum's Deposit Fimd. 

•* 2. The Pension Fund. 

" 3. The Pension Deposit Fund. 



?1 



« 



Temporary aid is therefore required. I beg I may be empowered 
** to entertain an ' additional writer at 100 Rupees per mensem, to be 
•* charged to the Agency Fund.* " 

In a letter dated let March, 1836, Sir W. Macnaughten alludes to 
the several funds which the Hon. W. L. Melville, in an official oom> 
munication dated 5th July, 1837, proposed to amalgamate ; but as 
the proposition required grave consideration, the Accountant- General 
was referred to, who reported to Q-ovemment on the 16th December, 
1837, that by a Gh>Temment Order of the Ist March, 1836, the Funds 
had been amalgamated,* which, in his opinion, " rendered unnecessary 
*' any exhibition of the Agency charges m the accounts of this Govern- 
** ment !" This was apparently an opinion derived from Para. II. of 
Sir W. Macnaughten*8 letter where he states : " The different sums 
'* oomposinff the Fund formerly set aside for the payment of the ex- 
" penses of the Agency for the superintendence of the Nizamut 
** affiiirs have lately been brought together in the hands of the 
" 6k>vemment Agents, and you will hereafter draw upon them 
" monthly, for the expenses of the Agency including your own salary. 
" The Government Agent t will be instructed to furnish an annual 
** account of, this Fund directed to this office, instead of the circuitous 
" plan hitherto followed of sending it through the Agent of Moor- 
" shedabad." 

In a letter from the Civil Auditor to the Agent Governor- 
Cbneral dated 4th July, 1837, with reference to the charges for 
Agent's salary, office estabUshmont, and rent, he states : — 

** These charges are defrayable out of the interest of the Nizamut 
** Fund, called the Agencg Deposit Fundy reserved in the Treasury of 
" Government under Order of Qt>vemment of the 22nd February, 
" 1817, and which is declared to be quite distinct from that denomi- 
'* nated the Nizamut Deposit Fund, which is available for general 
" purposes connected with the welfare of the Nizamut Family," 

As this Fund was thus declared distinct, it only remains to consider 
its condition at different periods. 

In Para. 5 of General Baper's letter to the GK)vcmment of Bengal, 
dated 17th April, 1843, after entering generally upon the subject of 
the Fund, he states — 

** The different sums set aside for the payment of this Agency were, 
" under Government Order of the Ist March, 1836, finaUy brought 
" together in the hands of the Gbvemment Agents, and on reference 
** to their account current made up to the 30th April, 1842, a copy of 
" which was transmitted to me in Mr. (Officiating Secretary) Bushby's 
'* letter of the 10th August last, I observe that the state of the 
" Nizamut Fund is adequate to the payment, not only of the entire 
*' charge of the Agency, but an annual accumulating balance of about 
" JRupees 24.000 is created in favour of the Fund by a surplus <f 
" Interest over Expenditure, as shown in the accompanying state- 
" ment of the Government Securities composing the Nizamut Agency 
" Fundr 

Again, Mr. H. Torrens, Agent Governor- General, when addressing 
the Government of Bengal on the 1st of February, 1848, on tlie sub- 
ject of the Agency Fund, states : — 

"It a])pcaretl that there were Sic. Ru)>oes 12,29,645« yielding a sur- 
" plusagc annually of Intercut over Expenditure." 
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And bj the Agent Otoyemor-GenenTs letter of 27th January, 1853, 
it further appeared that on the 30th April, 1852, the returns showed an 
accumulation of Rupees 16,47,04^10-5. 

When Sir Gheorge MacQregor applied to the Aooountant-C^neral on 
the 12th February, 1857, after the Agency was abolished, for informa- 
tion as to the fiiture custody of the Government Securities and 
cash pertaining to the Agen(^ Fund, he received a reply froJh the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Bank of Bengal, endosmg a Power 
of Attorney, afterwards executed by the Secretary of the Gbvem- 
ment of Bengal and the Agent Gx)Temor-General, amthorizimg him 
(the Secretary and Treasurer) to realise the Interett on the Qtmem- 
ment Securittet, amounting to Bupees 18,39,100, made over to him 
by the GK)Temment Agent on account of the Agency (Nizamut) 
i^md. And a letter from the GK)Temment of Bengal, No. 2,675, 
dated 30th May, 1857, ordered the cofuolidation of cUl eueh tecurities 
amd directed that "the interest on these papers ma/y be invested 
"yhMM time to time, as it accrues, in the open Qovemment Loan 
" (if the day :** thus the numbers and amounts of the Papers were 
altered. 

In the Sub-Treasurer's letter to the GK)Temment of Bengal, No. 680, 
dated 19th November, 1860, the following return is given of the 
Agency Fund : — 

Assets in Cash on this date, 19th November, I860, Company's Bupees, 

33,969-1-2 

In Government Promissory Notes, 

1 Note of 1824-25 Sa. Be. 1,000 

2 „ 1828-29 „ 13,300 

3 „ 183233 „ 7,35,000 



Sa. Bs. 7,49,300 Cos. Bs. 7,99,253-5-4 

1 Note of 1835-36 Cos. Bs. 1,58,500 
1 „ 1842-43 7,88,100 

1 „ 1864-55 1,00,900 

2 „ 1856-57 92,990 

3 „ 1859-60 64,800 



12,05.200-0-0 



Total „ 20,38,422-6-6 



At the beginning of 1862, this Fund must have amounted to over 
twenty-one lacs of Bupees, and at the end of 1868 to over twenty-four 
lacs, yielding an interest of at least 10,000 Bupees per mensem, which 
is fiur beyond the requirements of the Agency, lor the support of which 
this Fund was established. 

By this new arrangement, as before observed^ the funds 
set apart for relieving the Nawah from pecuniary dijfficuUiee 
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were diverted for the support of an official with a large 
salary, Sicca Eupees 40,000 (J64312-10) per annum, 
(Page 68)^ whose duty it would be to wait upon the 
Nawab, and watch over the irUereeta of the Nizamid^ 
thus relieving the Governor-General from a duty and 
responsibility which was by courtesy incumbent on him ; 
this official was, therefore, designated the Agent Governor- 
General. 

The Fund from which the Agent Governor-General 
was paid was styled the Agency Fund, and amounted 
in 1817, at the time of its formation, to over seven lacs of 
Eupees (^70,000) (See Para. 5 of Letter, Page 62), besides 
other monies, of which no proper account was rendered, 
and this Fund invested in Oovemment Securities^ con- 
tinues to exist up to the present day. At the beginning 
of 1860 the Sub-Treasurer to the Gt)vemment of Bengal 
rendered an account (Page 72) which shows that the 
Agency Fund had then increased to Es. 20,38,422,6-6 
(£203,842), the interest on which at 5 per cent, must 
have then yielded <£10,192 per annum, a sum amounting 
to more than four times the present salary of the Agent ; 
besides its accumulations since 1860 ought to be consider- 
able, and, together with other surplus money, should, in 
honor and justice, be accounted for to the Nawab, accord- 
ing to the terms on which the Fund was originally formed 
(see Page 70), when His Highness's great-uncle protested 
against it, until he received the following assurance from 
the Governor-General : '' The money forming this Fund thus 
obtained^ amunmting to seven lacs of Rupees, is considered 
aaid recognized as (he inalienable property of Your High' 
ness^s family, over and above the sixteen lacs of Rupees per 
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annum aligned for its support,'* Mr. MoDckton also 
assured that Prince (Page 70) " that the Company*s 
Papers, which were purchased with the Funds of the 
Niaamut, for the declared purpose of defraying the 
expense of the newly constituted office, would he con- 
sidered as appertaining to the Nizamvi, and not liable 
under any change of circumstances to he diverted to 
purposes foreign to the interests of the House of Jaffier 
AU Khan** so it is reasonable to suppose that all surplus 
should be applied for the benefit of the Nawab and his 
family. 

But as money misapplied seldom produces good results^ 
so it is to these Officials that we might trace the many 
annoyances and difficulties that have been thrown in 
the way of the Nawabs Nazim since 1817, and brought 
about the estrangement that now exists between the 
present Nawab and the €k)yemment of India, which, 
feeling itself bound to follow the representations of its 
own officers, whether right or wrong, has been led to 
act on several occasions in the most arbitrary manner, 
and with cruel injustice towards the descendants and 
successors of our oldest and most faithful ally in Eastern 
India. It is to the clearing up of these and oth^r 
differences that we wish to draw public inquiry, and as 
we desire only to do justice, we can but lay the several 
questions open for discussion, so that right-thinking men 
may have an opportunity of deciding whether the acts of 
the Government of India have conduced to impress the 
Princes of that country with the idea that we are a just 
and honorable Nation, and always support the cause of 
right against might, as expressed in Her Most Gracious 
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Majesty's Proclamation of 1858 to the Princes, Chiefs, 
and People of India, which we will introduce as our 
subject is continued. 

When Nawab Zjn-oo-deen (or Ali Jab) died with- 
out legitimate male issue, hie brother, Nawab Wallah 
Jah, succeeded to the hereditary rights, honours, dignity, 
and privileges of the Nizamut or Soubahdarrj, under the 
style and title of Boorhan ul-Moolk, Ehtisham-ood-Dow- 
lah. Wallah Jah, Syud Ahmud Ali Eban Bahadur, Ma- 
habut Jung, and received the following assurance of 
good faith and friendship from the Marquis of Hastings : — 

From the Mabquis op Hastings to Nawab Syud Ahmad 
Ali Khan Bahadoob, Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orisaa, dated 10th August, 1821. 

On the receipt of the mournful intelligence of the demise of the late 
Kawab Zynoodesn Ali Khan Bahadoob, the elder brother of that 
friend, no time was lost in transmitting a letter of condolence express- 
ing the grief and regret of this person, on the sad and important occasion. 
This person in council has now resolved to seat that friend, the dear 
brother of the deceased Nawab of Pious memory, on the Musnud of 
the Soohahadaree of the Soobahs of Bbngal, Beuab, and Obissa. In- 
structions hare been accordingly issued to Mr. Francis Russell to repair 
to the Court where that friend presides, and on the part of this Govern- 
ment to invest Your Highness with the Soubahdaree of the three Soobcths 
aforetaidj and in concert with that friend, to fix a day for the ceremony, 
and to determine the style and title, and to report to this person. 

The fixed allowances and other mutually established points^ wUl 
continue and endure as approved and sanctioned by the Home authorities 
in the life-time of the late Nawab ; — namely^ sixteen Lacs of Rupees 
annually, according to mode and arrangement settled, and that friend, 
in unison with the members of this Government, may consider pro- 
per for the distribution of the pensions, and each Sirkar may deem 
right with advertance to the position and circumstances of the connec- 
tions and dependents of the Nizamut, will be as usual remitted in 
monthly issues to that friend. And be assured, that the Government 
will to the utmost of its power afford its friendly counsel and aid in 
promoting the honour and dignity, ease, comfort, happiness and welfare 
of that good friend, personally, and of all members of this family. 

And that friend may be assured that the friendship and goodwill 
evinced by the Government for the late Nawab, without difference, be 
joyfully and cheerfully continued to Himself. And that the honours and 
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duHnetions due to the exalted rank of Your Highness' family, whose 
credit^ cotuequence, dignity ^ and aplendour are now combing in thai 
friend^ will be alwaye paid andfaith/klly obeerved, 

(Signed) HABTiKOfl. 

It was during the Soubahship of this Prince that the 
most iniquitous measures were introduced by the officers 
of the Government of India for depriving the Nawabs of 
much pecuniary support to which they were by right 
entitled. It was proposed that certain funds should 
be established out of the Nizamut Stipend, and be 
placed under the immediate control of the Government, 
which could apply them as it wished, or if it thought 
proper, absorb them altogether^ and thus bring down 
the social position of the Nawabs Nazim by accomplishing 
the ruin of the family. 

The following correspondence will give an idea of the 
coercive measures adopted for carrying out the views of 
the Gt)vemment whereby two new Funds (Munnee Begum's 
and Deposit Fund) were formed, which were afterwards 
iu 1836 amalgamated, and have since that time swallowed 
up all the available resources of the Nawabs Nazim, of 
which the Government has taken the absolute control in 
direct opposition to the terms upon which the Trusts 
were formed. The object of these Funds (apart from 
any desire on the part of the Company to reduce the 
social status of the Nawabs) was to make up the 
deficiency caused by the misappropriation of the sums 
before set apart, for meeting the extraordinary lia- 
bilities of the Nizamut incurred by the reduction of 
the Annuity, and also for the expenses of new build- 
ings, &c., when (the same) Mr. Monckton suggested 
that those sums should be absorbed as an Agency Fund 
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to meet the eBtabliBhment of the office of Agent Governor- 
General, which post he himself was the first to enjoy. 
Such is the way in which officials in India have misled 
the Government and done injustice to both Princes and 
People, and to this source maj in a great measure be 
attributed the several insurrections that have taken 
place in that country. 

Mr. Monckton, who was deputed to Moorshedabad for 
the special purpose of reporting on the affairs of the 
Nizamut, in his report submitted a suggestion for the 
appropriation of accumulations from the Nizamut Fund 
as follows : — 



" The unappropriated portion of the Nizamut Fund assets will 
" acoumuhite at tne rate of Sicca Rupees 15,114 per mensem, or 
" 1,81,368 Bs per annum. It appears to me extremely desirable, that 
'* advant€iffe should be taken of the present condition of the Nizamut, 
'* to employ these large accumulating resources, as far as practicable, 
" in the construction of a suitable palace for the Nazim, in the erec- 
^ tion of proper offices and store rooms, the rebuilding of the pubUc 
** gateways, in the completion of the £mambarrah. in the construction 
*' of pucka drains within the precincts of the KiUah, in the removal 
" of the decayed buildings, and in the appUcation of the materials for 
'* the purpose of strengthening the bank in front of the Palace yard 
'* and other places appertaining to the Killah. The works, of course, 
" must be undertaken in sueoession as the Funds become available for 
'* prosecuting them, with regularity, to a completion." 



The orders of Government on Mr. Monckton^s proposi- 
tion are contained in the following extract from a letter 
addressed to the Acting Agent : — 

** After providing for all the objects above described, and after re- 
** serving 120,000 Rupees for re-building the late Munnee Begum*s 
** apartments, and the construction of a house for the Nawab's brother 
** the unappropriated assets, it was expected, would amount to 60,000 
** Rupees at the end of December, and continue to accumulate at the 
'* rate of 15,114 Rupees per mensem, or 181,368 Rupees per annum. 

" The objects for which these Funds are intended to provide, are 
** stated, generally, in the concluding paragraph of Mr. Monckton's 
" letter of the 30th December. 
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" The Vice President in Council, howeyer, adyerting to the small 
" amount of the funds which are. at present available for the prosecu- 
'* tion of those objects, deems it advisable to suspend the adoption of 
" measures for commencing any other works, than those already au- 
" thorized, until, by a further reservation of the sources of accumula- 
" lation, they shall have increased to the extent necessary for prose- 
** outing them regularly and without interruption." 



Ou the Proceedings noted above, is a letter froui the 
Agent at Moorshedabad, dated Slst December, 1822, pro- 
posing the grant of an allowance to the favourite wife of 
the Nazim and to other relations from lapsed stipends of 
Munnee Begum, and showing the flourishing state of the 
Nizamut Finances. 



** The Nizamut accounts for 1226, 27, and 28 having been laid before 
" Qovemment, the Nizamut*s cash transactions with Nawab Shum- 
'* shere Jung being adjusted as to the principal sums, the bonds, &c., 
" having been delivered up, and a general account given, though a 
** detailed one is required, and is now in progress, and Ameeroonnissa 
*' Begum put in possession of the Deories, my attention was directed 
** to the internal arrangement of the Nizamut, together with the pro- 
" bable claim on the Deposit Fund, and I have now the honour to 
" submit the result of my inquiries relative to the situation of His 
** Highness* family, as also such measures as appear, most likely, to 

prompt the continuance of the present flourishing state of the 
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** finances. 



I. 



" With regard to the Funds from whence these several pensions are 
to be derived, I beg to suggest, that, there which will be an excess 
on the present expenditure (for tliose to the wife and son of the 
** present Nazim are but reversion) being paid from the stipend of the 
** Munnee Begum, by which means they will not touch upon such 
** parts of the Deposit Fund which His Lordship in Council may please 
** to appropriate to the building of the new Palace, &c &c., and still a 
" large annual accumulation to the Fund will he effected^ leaving an 
" annual saving of Rupees 1,02,600 applicable to such purposes as 
Government may deem most expedients 
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The following extract is taken from the letter addressed 
by the Governor-General to the Nawab Kazim, proposing 
to His Highness the investment in Government Securities 
of these and other accumulations in the Collector's 
Treasury for the benefit of the family : — 
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" You must be aware, that this Government ha* been constantly 
** anxious to promote the welfare and splendour of your family ^ witli 
'* due adyertence to the claims of its numerous connexions and depeu- 
*' dents, and that seyeral measures have, at different times, been 
*' instituted to effect this salutary object. Thus, in 1802, a Committee 
*' was appointed of several gentlemen for the purpose of examining tiie 
** Various heads of expenditure and introducing economical reforms -in 
'* the Nizamut. The arrangements suggested by that Committee were 
" carried into execution with the approbation as well of His Highness 
" the Nawab Bahur Jungy then Nazim^ as the British Government, 
" They comprehended a revision and fresh settlement of each Serishtah 
** of the Establishment and of the allowances to be drawn by all the 
'* dependents. The settlement introduced on that occasion has con- 
tiimed to this day. Again, after the death of the Munnee Begimi, 
Mr. J. Monckton was deputed to Moorshedabad to settle some 
important matters, and he continued there some time. At his sug- 
** gestion, the lapsed stipends of the Munnee Begum, with some items 
*' of the same kind, were set apart to accumulate, so as to form a Fund 
" applicable to the building of a suitable Palace for the A'azi.nj and to 
** furnish marriage portions for the females of the family besides other 
" assistance to the different members of the Nizamut. This arrange- 
•* ment continued till the lamented death of your late brother, Syud 
" Zynoodeen, in the year 1821. 

" It appears that a portion of the savings and lapsed stipends, wliich 
" have been appropriated for the exigencies of the Nizamut Tuhbeels, 
'* accumulate in the Nizamut after the entire monthly allowances are 
" drawn from the Collector's Treasury, but the stipends of the late 
*' Munnee Begum, amounting to 12,000 Rupees per mensem, remain 
** in deposit with the Collector, and has been accumulating there for 
** some years. 

" The accounts transmitted by the late Agent show, that the entire 
'* amount of the appropriations of this description was, in 1226, two 
'* lakhs and eighty thousand ; in 1820, about two lakhs and eighty ; and 
** that in 1228, amounted to no less than three lakhs of Rupees per 
** annum, and, had the whole been properly kept inviolate, that sum 
*' should have been forthcoming for the year. 

" With regard, however , to the future <uxvm,ulaMon on 
" account of the Deposit Fund, I propose that they should he 
" kept wholly in the Collector's Treasury, and invested in 
'* Securities of the British Government as the funds may 
'' a^ccruef and the present amount, which approaches to near 
" three lakhs of Rupees per annum, seems unnecessarily 
'' large, on which account, should you agree to allow the ac- 
" cumulation to proceed in the Collector's Treasury, I pro- 
** pose to limit the amount to two lakhs, leaving you the 
" remainder to meet the expense of the daughters of His late 
" Highness and others which have been recently recommended 
** by you, and all other charges heretofore allowed from the 
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^ Fund, hid with full liberty to appropriate any excess to 
" purposes connected with the splendour and credit of your 
" exalted stalion,** 

The followiug is a copy of the instructions issued to 
the Accountant-Gkneral : — 



'* I am directed by the Honorable the Gt>Temor-(}eiieral in Council 
*' to transmit the enclosed extract from instructions this daj addressed 
** to the Goyemor-Gheneral's Agent at Moorshedabad, from which jon 
** will perceive that ii i* the tntention of Gottemment to invest I'mme- 
** diateUf in Company^ Paper the sum oj six iakks of Rupees of the 
** amount accumulated in the Treasury of the Collector of Moorsheda- 
** bad oti account of the stipend of the late Munnee Begum. 

** Tou will be pleased to issue the requisite instructions on the 
** subject to the Ck)llector, and desire that he wiU hereafter keej, the 
" account of the deposit and of all further accumulations of the same 
'* stipend^ entirely diMtinct from other depotits made occasionally in his 
** Treasury on account of Members of the Nizamut under temporaiy 
*' arrangements of yarious kinds. 

'* Eyentually, the Fund above alluded to wilt be increasedj when 
*' due intimation will, of course, be furnished to yourself and to the 
** Collector. 

'* Instructions will be sent to the G^oyemment Agents at Calcutta to 
" receiye the amount to be transmitted from Moorshedabad, and to 
** invest it in Gbyemment Securities." 



The following is a copy of the instructions to the 
(lovemment Agent above alluded to: — 

" Goyemment having determined to inveH in Public SecwriHes the 
** sum of six lakhs of Rupees , now lying in deposit in the Treasury of 
*' the Collector of Moorshedabad on account of the Nizttmui, I am 
" directed to instruct you to receive the sum when remitted to Calcutta 
** by that Officer, and to purchase such Securities as you may deem 
** most advantageous. The propriety of making the purchases with 
** as little delay as possible need not be pointed out to you. 

" The interest that may accumulate is to be re-invested as received, 
** and the Paper is to be at the disposal of Gbvemment, as it may be 
** required for purposes connected with the Nizamut, The order for 
** thu purpose will be communicated from this department." 

No further orders appear on record on the subject of 
this Fund. The accumulations from the lapsed stipends 
of Munnee Begum from the year 1823, when the six lakhs 
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were ordered to be invested in Government Securities, 
were as proposed by Mr. Monckton, held in reserve for 
making the new Palace, the Imambarrah, and other 
buildings of the Nizamut. These buildings have now 
been completed, and the cost of their construction is said 
to have exceeded sixteen lacs of Rupees ! 

On the subject of future investment of the accumula* 
tions from the lapsed stipends of the late Munnee Begum, 
and the re-investment of the interest accruing upon all 
sums so invested in Government Securities for the 
Nizamut, the intentions of Government appear sufficiently 
clear from the extracts given above, particularly the one 
from the letter to the Accountant-General. 

The following is an extract from the instructions issued 
to the Agent in reply, date 28th February, 1823, regarding 
the formatton of both Funds : — 

From H. T. Prinsep, Esq., Persian Secretary to 
Govemmenty to the Agent Govebnob-Genebal, Moor' 
sJiedahad. 

Fort WiUiam, 28th February, 1823. 

22. It remains to notice the proposition contained in the 5th Para- 
graph of Mr. Rickett*8 letter of the 19th Dec, viz., that certain 
charges incurred by His late Highness amounting in the aggregate to 
80,138 sliould similarly be defrayed from the Deposit Fund. 

23. Upon examining the items it appears to the Governor General 
in Council that they are all of a personal nature that must have been 
actually defrayed before the accession of His present Highness. None 
of them remain as debts now due by the Nizamut, and as none of 
them are entered in the Nizamut accounts the reason is apparent, viz., 
that His late Highness conceived them to be of that description of 
charges to be paid by himself, personally, either from his allowance 
under the head of privy purse, or from the wealth that had come to 
him by inheritance. 

24. It seems to the Governor-General in Council that Government 
might with equal propriety be called upon to replace every item ex- 
jiended by His late Highness from his privy purse allowance, and to 
make over the accumulation of that allowance untouched as a sacred 
inheritance of the Nizamut, as to sanction the particular charges 

Q 
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claimed in this instance. Had debt been incurred to meet them, and 
had the Nizamut been/made over to His present Highness with an 
empty Treasury, in consequence, or otherwise embarrassed by the 
extravagance of his predecessor, tliis claim to relief from the Fund 
provided for such exigeucici* might have been de!«erviug of considera- 
tion ; but in the present instance His Highness succeeded to an accu- 
mulated treasure, from which his predecessor might have appropriated 
as many lacs as the statement shows him to have done tens of thou- 
sands ; and Oovemment would neither have felt itself interested in the 
expenditure^ nor called upon to replace the amount. You will be 
pleased to take an opportunity of explaining to His Highness the Ught 
in which these charges have been regarded by Government. 

25. You will have gathered from the above observations and orders 
that the Governor-General in Council is not disposed to grant the lac 
of Rupees solicited for the Nizamut in the sixth Paragraph of Mr. 
Bickett's letter above alluded to for the purpose of enabling His High- 
ness to renew his establishments. The plan of reserving this Fund 
was adopted with a view to place in the hands of Government a means 
of relieving any exigencies in which the family might he involved^ as 
well as of portioning the daughters y and providing buildings or other 
operations of the kind, involving a present sacrifice of capital. 

26. If the Nizaraut were destitute of other resources, the claim to 
assistance for an outlay of the kind now suggested might be admiss- 
able ; but while it enjoys the advantage of inheriting the wealth of its 
dependents and thus becomes enriched from means in which other 
branches of the family are debarred from participating, it seems just 
that the aid of the Fund shall rather be extended to assist those who 
have otherwise nothing besides their monthly stipend to look to. 
This principle it will he right to explain to His Highness in order that 
he may not consider the refusal as an ungracious act dictated by a 
desire to avoid contributing to the restoration of the splendour of the 
Court of Moorshedabad than which nothing can be further from the 
intention of Oovemment. 

27. It may at the same time be hinted that the wealth inherited by 
His Highness from his brother could not possibly be betU'r bestowed 
than in restoring the equipages and other establishments of the Niza- 
rout to creditable state. Considering the amount already known by 
Government to have come into His Highness' hands, it is, in tho 
judgment of the Governor-General in Council, quite impossible that 
the whole should have been expended, and could he suppose this to bo 
the case, the circumstance would lead to his witholding from His 
Highness that confidence in his discretion and prudence which alono 
would justify an advance of the kind solicited in the present instance. 

28. It is to be remembered, moreover, that His Highness has very 
recently come into possession of the wealth of the late Valiida Begum 
and though the Debt due to the Nizamut by the Seits may not, 
perhaps, have been actually recovered, there can, it is presumed, bo 
no doubt of its ultimate realization. 

29. The above instructions leave the accumulations of the Munnee 
Begum's stipend in the Treasury of the Collector entirely untouched, 
the whole will consequently he open fo be appropriated in the manner 
Oovemment may deem, most equitable and proper for the benefit of 
the Nizamut. 
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30. At the close of 1225 this fund is stated to have amounted to 
Rs. 3,17,573, but in this sundry deposits are included on account of 
the pension of Khulee Coollah and the like, which cannot be considered 
as part of the Fund. The accumulatiou of the Munnee Begum's 
stipend alone after that date seems to have been Rs. 3,14,500, add to 
that amount the accvunulation during the three years 1226, — 27 — 28, 
and there is a fund of Rs. 7,46,503 <ictually forthcoming in the 
Collector's Treasury. It remains to determine the mode of appro- 
priating this sum. 

31. You are, of course, aware that Oovemment are in a manner 
pledged to provide a suitable Palace for His Highness^ and that a large 
portion of the above sum will be required for this purpose. As the 
adranees of the building will, howerer, require to be made gradually, 
and the same fund will go on accumulating as heretofore, it cannot be 
necessary to reserve the large floating balance suggested in the 8th 
Paragrapli of Mr. Ricketts' letter ; but of the seven lacs and a half, 
six l€ws may safely be invested in Public Securities for the benefit of 
the Nizamut, the Governor-General in Council accordingly desires 
that that amount may be forthwith remitted to the Government Agents 
at the Presidency for the purpose of being invested to the best advan- 
tage. The requisite instructions will be sent to the Collector and other 
officers of the Territorial Department, and the paper will be held in 
deposit in the same manner as that provided for the payment of the 
expense of the establishment of your office. 

32. It remains now to point out to you that the views of Govern- 
ment for the future regulation of the control to be exercised by you 
over the expenses of the Kizamut, and the footing on which it is pro- 
])osed to place His Highness in this respect. 

33. Nothing can be more vexatious and unsatisfactory than the pre- 
sent system under which His Highness is compelled to furnish Annual 
Accounts for Oovemment to audit. The system owed it« on'gin to the 
embarrassed state of the Nizamut, and to the desire of Chvemment to 
lend the weight of its authority to enforce certain economical reforms 
deemed at the time necessary for its relief. Now^ however^ that the 
same motive does not exist for interference^ it seems to the Governor- 
General in Council that it would be very desirable to withdraw from 
any minute supervision^ and to confine the Agenfs duty to that of 
ascertaining that every Member of the Family receives his due. It 
might, perhaps, be sufficient for this purpose that the Agent should 
be ready to receive and inquire into all complaints, under a declaration 
to His Highness, that in ease the payment of any one's stipend should 
be delayed, or of any legitimate demand being witheld, the Govern- 
ment would separate the allowance, or a fair equivalent for it, if not 
a money allowance, and pay it from the Public Treasury direct. It 
seems, however, desirable that your office should possess the means of 
settling the dues of all the Members of the Nizamut in case of dispute, 
and therefore a registrar of the present distribution of the several 
heads of charge should be formed as expeditiously as possible, with a 
due regard to correctness. The preparation of this record is stated to 
be already in progress, and in case of any difficulty in procuring the 
information required to form it from the officers of the Nazim, the 
Governor- General in Council is aware of no objection to your calling 
on the parties in each instance to stat« their respective rights. 

G 2 
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84. Upon the formation of the register in question, Uie G-ovomor- 
General in Council is of opinion that the requisition of Annual Accounts, 
in detailj may he wholly discontinuedy and an arrangement being made 
for the adjustment and vjitholding of the amount appropriated to the 
Deposit Fnndy that the remainder may safely he delivered to His 
Miyhness to be disbursed according to his pleasure under the responsi- 
bility above described. It will then suffice to require His Highness to 
deliTer in a statement of the gross expenditure arranged under the 
general heads according to the register, as an assurance that the ap- 
propriation has been made according to it, or is reserved for the pur- 
pose, but without exhibiting any detail. This will be of use to pre- 
vent the matter from falling wholly out of view, and will further enable 
Government to remove the requisition of more exact accounts, should 
circumstances render it expedient to do so. 

35. It is by no means the desire of Government to increase indefiniiely 
the appropriations for the benefit of. the Deposit Fund. Their net 
amounts seems at present to exceed two lacs of Rupees after allowing 
for all the augmentations and appropriations sanctioned. This is one 
eighth of the entire Nizamut Stipend^ and the Governor- General in 
Council would not wish to make it larger. At the same time he con- 
eeives it will be unadvisable ever to reduce the Fund below one lac and 
a half or at any rate to trench on the amount of the Munnee Begum^s 
Stipend Rs. 1,44,000 which has for so long a time been set apart for 
the purpose. 

86. Mr. Bicketts, in his letter dated the Slst December, proposes to 
make the following permanent allowances out of the existing Fund. 

Per mensem. Per annum. 

To His Highness' son ... Rs. 1500 Rs. 18,000 

To his mother, the Begum . . . „ 2300 „ 27,600 
To His late Highness tliree daughters, 

twenty-five of eacli . . . . „ 750 „ 9,000 

To sevenconcubinesofllis late Highness . „ 700 „ 8,400 

Rs. 5,250 Rs. 63,000 

„ 27,600 

Rs. 35,400 

87. Of these the only one deserving special notice is that proposed 
for the Begum of His present Highness. It is quite unusual to make any 
public provision for the wife of the reigning Nazim^ and thougli this was 
done in the case of the Doolhin Begum as a special indulgence to His 
late Highness, the Gt>vemor-General thinks, nevertheless, that the point 
cannot be conceded inthe present instance \*ithout establishing a very 
inconvenient precedent. His Highness will he free to make any appro- 
priation in the BegunCs favour that he may desire, and it will he 
better that she should feel indebted to His Highness* bounty ^ and sub' 
ject to his pleasure in regard to her provision, rather than that it 
should be guaranteed to her independently of his will. 

88. Deducting this stipend, tlierefore, the proposed annual appro- 
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priations will stand at Rs. 35,400, which the GoTemor-Gknend in 
Council has no hesitation in sanctioning. 

89. It remains to ascertain the actual amount that will remain dis- 
posable. In this, however, there is a difficulty firom the want of any 
distinct report on the subject of the late Yalida Begum and her es- 
tablishments. Putting wholly out of this question any advantage to 
the fund that may eventually arise from the promotion of Ameeroonissa 
Begum to that dignity, it would seem from the account-s of 1228 that 
there exists a fund of Ks. 2,57,713, which by the addition of the 
stipend enjoyed by His Highness as presumptive heir, becomes 
Ks. 2,75,713. This again being charged with the payment of the 
Munnee Begum's estabUshment (Rs. 25074) and with succeeding 
authorised augmentation (9830) is reduced to Ks. 2,40,809 from which 
amount the stipends above authorized being deducted, the available 
Fund will stand at Ks. 2,05,409. 

40. In consideration of the British Oovemmeut withdrawing from 
the interference now exercised in auditing the accounts of His High' 
ness, the Governor- General in Council thinks it will be necessary and 
not too much to expect that His Highness should consent to allow the 
above entire sum of Ks. 2,05,409, or sag two lacs of Rupees to accu- 
mulate in the Collector's Treasury. 

41. The British Government will in that case undertake the pay' 
ment in future from that fund of all charges for new buildings or 
other expenses legitimately claimable from it and further will relin- 
quish all desire to increase the fund, pledging itself on the lapse of 
any future stipend, to consider the suggestions of His Highness as to 
its allotment, and except under special circumstances which may 
demand a different appropriation to assign the whole for the benefit of 
the family and its dependents. 

42. You will be pleased to take an early opportimity of ascertaining 
the sentiments of His Highness on the subject of the above proposition. 
Should the plan be adopted. His Highness will no longer have any 
interest in witholding information of the decease of any stipendiary 
from the fear that the occasion will be taken to effect a saving in the 
distribution of his allowances, his patronage and influence amongst the 
members of the Nizamut will be strengthened by the knowledge that 
his recommendations in behalf of individuals will be sure of due atten- 
tion. On the other hand, a security will be given to the Fund wliich 
it did not possess while the accumulation of a large proportion of it 
was allowed to be made in the Nizamut Treasury, and the confinement 
of the control of the Agent to the investigation of complaints for the 
non-payment of authorized stipends or other advantages, will remove 
the chief motive of difference between that officer and the Nazim. The 
arrangement will thus promote a better understanding between them, 
besides saving an infinity of trouble to all parties. 

43. You will be pleased to submit your own sentiments on the 
above propositions along with those of His Highness. 

44. It only remains to notice a few suggestions of inferior import- 
ance. In the eleventh paragraph of Mr. Kicketts' letter, dated 3l8t 
December, it is proposed to pay to the Bhow Begimi from the Deposit 
Fimd 10,000 rupees in part of the accumulated arrears of an allow- 
ance of 300 rupees for Meer Samanee's expenses, which it is said was 
never paid. 
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45. On this point, the Governor-General in Council remarks that 
the Bhow Begum, if she did not receive the advantage provided for 
her either in the money allowance or in some other shape, was at 
liberty to have applied to the Governor-General's agent, who would, 
of course, have taken measnres in the lifetime of His late Highness 
to enforce the provision made in her favour. If she has neglected to 
do so for so many years, that circumstance will give her no claim on 
the Deposit Fund ; but, on the other hand, if she can show that the 
allowance has been actually accumulating in the Nizamut Treasury, 
Government vrill be prepared to enforce its restoration. 

46. With respect to the suggestion contained in the 12th and 
following paragrahs of Mr. Bickett's letter above alluded to the 
Gh)vemor- General in Council is of opinion that it will be the 
mo«t advantageous plan in every respect to maintain the existing 
arrangements under which Mir Ghalib Ali Khan is vested with the 
charge of the Treasuries of the Nizam ut and Raie Gunga Dhar controls 
the offices of Accountant as Naib Dewan. In confirmation of these 
appointments, you will be pleased to confer Khilluts on both the above 
individuals, and charge the same in your Contingent Bill. 

47. The Governor-General in Council does not think that the pro- 
position of Mir Ghalib Ali to the permanent situation qf Dewan should 
be encouraeed ; on the contrary, in conferring the Killiits above 
sanctioned, it may be advisable to be careful that both are of precisely 
the same degree. 

48. With respect to the matter stated in the 15th paragraph of Mr. 
Bickett's letter, the Governor- General in Council conceives it by no 
means improbable that the opposition and jealousies excited by the 
elevation of Ameeroonissa Begum may be fomented under hand by tlie 
party heretofore so decidedly opposed to her. He trusts they will dis- 
appear when parties are convinced of the inefficiency of such intrigues 
to affect the determination of Qt>vemment. It will, of course, be your 
duty to avoid encouraging the existing disunion by too readilv listening 
to the disparaging communications regarding each other, which will be 
eagerly obtruded on your attention. 

49. The Beport promised by Mr. Bicketts on the arrangement of 
the Decrees consequent on the promotion of Ameeroonissa, will, of 
coarse, be anxiously expected. 

50. It is the intention of the Gx>vemor-Geneml to address a letter 
direct to His Hiehness on the subject of the arrangements proposed 
above This will be prepared and forwarded to you for delivery in the 
course of a few days. In the meantime, you will have the opportunity 
of making yourself fully master of the intentions of Government, and 
it has hence not been thought necessary to delay the dispatch of this 
letter until the preparation of the Documents, &c. It will, of course, 
be proper to delay any direct communication with His Highness on the 
Bubject until its arrival. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. T. PBursxp, 
Persian Secretary to Oovemment. 
Fort William, 28th January, 1823. 
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From the above letter (Para. 28, 29, and 30), it will be 
observed that after the establishment of the Agency 
Fund in 1817 (Page 60), the allowance of Her Highness 
Munnee Begum (j614,400 per annum) ha^l been allowed 
to accumulate in the Collector's Treasury without a 
fraction of the Nizamut debts having been paid there- 
from, as originally intended — the amount immediately 
available was found to be Eupees 7,46,503 (<£74,650), 
and of this amount <£14,650 was set apart for building 
a new palace for His Highness, and the remainder, 
^60,000, was invested in Government securities^ bearing 
interest for the benefit of the Nizamut This fund was 
called Munnee Begum's Fund, and ought to have been 
accounted for with interest to His Highness the Nawab 
or his heirs-at-law, as well as all lapsed stipends which by 
the terms of Paras. 26, 30 and 41 of the above letter 
belonged to His Highness, but were never paid to 
him. 

It may be noticed from Paras. 33 and 34 that after 
all the trouble and exi)ense attendant on the appoint- 
ment of the officer known as Agent Governor- General, 
for the purpose of adjusting the Nizamut accounts, 
those accounts appeared to be in still greater confusion 
than before, and accordingly, instead of economizing by 
abolishing the office of Agent, it was proposed by the 
Governor-General that a new plan of retrenchment should 
be adopted by which, instead of paying Munnee Begum's 
allowance of ^14,400 into the Collector's Treasury at Moor- 
shedabad, and allowing it to accumulate there for the 
benefit of the family ; that amount should be retained by 
the Government, and absorbed as a sinking fund and in 
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addition (Paras. 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40) it may be 
observed that further sums which before had been entirely 
at His Highnesses disposal, were also set apart by the 
(Government for the purpose of bringing up the amount 
to two lacs of Rupees (^20,000) per annum, which the 
(lovemor General suggested should be allowed by the 
Nawab to accumulate in the Collector's Treasury " in 
consideration of the British Government withdrawing from 
the interference exercised in auditing the a>ccounts of His 
Highness *' (Para. 41) the British Government undertook 
" the payment in future from that fund of all charges for 
new buildings or otl^er expenses legitimately claimable from 
it" and further agreed " to relinquish all desire to increase 
the fund, pledging itself on the lapse of any future stipend 
to consider the suggestions of His Highness as to its aUot- 
meniy and except under special circumstances^ which might 
demand a different appropriatioUy to assign the whole' for 
the benefit of the family and its dependents ;*' how far this 
pledge has been acted up to, will ap[>ear hereafter. 

This Fund, which like the others, was established by 
coercion (see Correspondence, Pages 56, 79, 82), was 
considered as " the Sacred Inheritance of the Nizamut 
Family," and styled the Deposit Fund. Its accumulations 
of ^20,000 per annum from the time of its formation in 
1823 must have rapidly amounted to a vast sum, for 
which the British Government as Trustees were res- 
ponsible, and perhaps it was this fact that led the 
Gt)vemor-G^neral, Lord Dalhousie, in 1854^ to arbitrarily 
declare that " no more of the Capital of the Deposit Fund 
should be invested, but that thenceforward it should be con- 
sidered a msre book debt bearing no interest,** with a view 
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of reducing the liability of the Indian Government, which, 
having taken upon itself the entire control of the Fund, 
was responsible to the Nawab for all accumulations by 
interest or otherwise, " over and above the two lacs of 
rupees («£20,000) per annum,*' set apart for its purposes : 
for it was distinctly stated by the Governor-G-eneral, 
when the fund was formed, that His Highness would be 
at ^'full liberty to appropriate any excess (over and above 
" two lacs of rupees per annum) to purposes connected 
** toith the splendor and credit of His Exalted Station** 
(Page 80.) 

No further pecuniary advantage was taken of the 
Nizarout by the Company during the lifetime of Nawab 
Wallah Jah, but after his death the work of spoliation 
was again proceeded with, and all the sacred pledges 
given to him were set aside without regard to tlie result — 
the ultimate ruin of the Nawahs Nazim and their families. 

On the death of Nawab Wallah Jah, his son, Nawab 
Humayoon Jah (the father of the present Nawab) 
ascended the musnud, as the Nazim and Soubahdar of 
the three Provinces, under the style and title of Shoojah- 
ul-Moolk^ Ihtisham-ood-Dowlah, Humayoon Jah, Syud 
Mobaruck Ali Khan Bahadur, Feroze Jung, and received 
the following assurances of devoted attachment and 
friendship from the several Governors-General who 
conducted the Government of the Provinces during his 
reign of thirteen years : — 

From Lord Amherst to Nawab Syud Mobaruck 
Ali Khan Behadoor Ferozb Juno, Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, dated Uth January, 1825. 

" Truly, on the focciTing of the jojfiil intelligence of the happy 
" installation of Your Higlmcss on the Chahar-balUh (tlupone) of 
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ancestral authority^ the budding of joj of this friend so bloomed 

with delight, that to describe one of its thousand blossoms or to 
" dress a single rose from the bough in just array, is beyond the 
** flowers of rhetoric. 

" May HE who is high and holy consecrate and prosper this aus- 
" picious event, so happily commenced, and completed to the credit 
** and honour of Your Highness, and the dependents of Your exalted 
•* family, and long preserve You in health and felicity. 

" Your Highness may be assured that the regular fixed allowances, 
'* and other mutually settled points will remain^ and continue as ap- 
" proved and sanctioned by the Home Authorities in the time of the 
** late Nawab Stud Ahmud Ali Khan Behadoob, that good friend^s 
"noble father: — namely ^ Sixteen Laks of Rupees per annum, in 
" reference to the regulation and arrangement which nave been fixed, 
'* and Your Highness mag in future consider proper to concert with 
'* the Members of this Government for the distribution of the pensions 
** according to the Judgment of both Sircars, suitable to the condition 
" of the dependents of the Nizamut, will be issued as usual in monthly 
" portions, to that friend. 

** And every mark of friendship and regard shewn by this Govem- 
" ment to the late Nawab will, without difference, be cheerfully and 
"joyfully continued to Your Highness, and the respect due to the 
" rank, and the honours, and distinctions appropriate to the high and 
" eminent family of Your Highness, whereof the elevation, splendour, 
" conduct, and direction now centre in Your Highness, will he always 
** kept in view and observed. 

(Signed) Amherst." 
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To His Highness Nawab Shuja-ul-Mulk, Ehteshajc- 

UD-DOWLAH HUMAYOON JaH, SyYXJD MoBABUCK AlEB 

Khan Bahadur Feroze Junq. 

My honored and valued Friend, 

Being desirous of returning to England, I some time since expressed 
my request to be relieved from the charge of the Supreme Govemmout 
of the British possessions in India, and it is my intention to embark 
for Europe about the middle of next month. 

I have not yet heard whether any individual has been appointed to 
succeed me from England, but should no one arrive in that capacity 
before my departure, Sir Charles Metcalfe, who has received a provi- 
sional appointment to that effect, will succeed me in the office of 
Gt)vomor-G^neral, and will exercise, until further orders, the im- 
portant functions of the high office. 

In like manner, the Honorable Mr. Blunt will in that case exercise 
the powers of Governor of the Agra Presidency. 

It is a source of great satisfaction for me to reflect that during mj 
residence in India, the intimate connection which happily siAsisis 
between Your Highness and the Honorable Company has been 
strengthened and confirmed, and of no less gratification to Know that in 
my successor Your Highness will experience the same disposition to 
cultivate and improve the existing harmony and good understandinff 
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between the two thvernmenis, and an inviolate adherence to the 
engagements by which Your Highness and the Honorable Company are 
indissolublg connected. 

Tour Highness may be assured that no distance of time, nor local 
situation will impair the sentiments of personal respect and esteem 
which I entertain towards you, or diminish my solicitude for the con- 
tinuance of Your Higlmess's prosperity , happmcss and welfare. 

In conclusion, [ beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Tour Higlmess, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness's sincere Friend, 

(Signed) G. W. Bentinck. 
Fort William, 24th February, 1835. 

To His Highness Nawab Shuja-ul-Mulk Ehtesham- 

UD-DOWLAH, HUMAYOON JaH, SyYUD MoBABUCK AlEE 

SIhann Bahadoob Feboze Jdng. 

My honoured and valued Friend, 

Your Highness has no doubt been apprized through the ordinary 
BOuroes of intelligence, of my nomination to the charge of the Honour- 
able Company's possessions in India. 

I have now the honour to inform Your Highness that I arrived at 
Fort William on the 4th of March, aud that I have taken charge of 
the office of Governor- General of India. 

Y'^our Highness may be assured that / am cordially disposed to 
maintain the relations of Harmony and Friendship subsisting between 
the two States, to establish the utmost degree of individual friendship 
with Your Highness, aud to seek the confidence of all the States and 
Chiefs of Hindostan and the Dcccan, by a scrupulous adherence to 
subsisting engagements and to the obligations of Public Faith and 
Honour. 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Y'our Higlmess's sincere Friend, 

(Signed) Auckland. 
Fort William, 7th March, 1836. 

To His Highness Nawab Shuja-ul-Mxjlk Ehtesham- 

ITD-DOWLAH, HuMAYOON JaH, SyYUD MoBABUCK AlEE 

Khan Behadub Feboze Jung^ G-.C.H. 

My honoured and valued Friend, 

I have learned by Dispatches received overland from England the 
mournful intelligence of the death of His Most Gracious Majesty King 
William the Fourth, whom, after a happy and prosperous reign of 
seven years, it pleased the Almighty to call to his Mercy on the 20th 
of June, in the year of Our Lord, One thousand Eight hundred and 
Thirty-seven. 

Tlic late Sovereign, by his many excellent qualities, had greatly 
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endeared himself to his subjects, who deeply and unanimously lament 
Ills loss. 

By the demise of Ilis late Majesty, the Imperial Crown of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland has solely and right- 
fully come to the High and Miglity Princess Alexandrina Victoria, 
niece of the late Sovereign, who has been duly proclaimed by the 
Grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and Defender of the Faith. May Her reign be prosperous. 

Considering Your Highness as a sincere friend of the British Govern- 
ment, I have deemed it necessary to communicate tlie above circum- 
stance for Your information. 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highncss's sincere friend, 

(Signed) Auckland. 
Fort William, 11th September, 1837. 

To His Highness Nawab Shuja-ul-Mulk Ehtesham- 

UD-DOWLAH, HUMAYOON JaH, SyUD MoBABUCK AL£E 

Khan Bahadur Feroze Juno, G.C.H. 

My honoured and valued Friend, 

I am mucli concerned at being obliged to inform Yoiu* Highness, 
that I am unable to realize the pleasiu'e I had anticipated of visiting 
you on my way up the country. 

Tliero is so little water in the Kiver at this season of the year, that 
it has been found impracticable for my boats to proceed up tlie 
Bhagurathi, and I have, tliercfore, been compelled to go vld the 
Soouderbunds. This is a great disappointment to me, but I trust that 
I may be more fortunate on my return, and that I shall then have 
leisure to converse with you fully on all matters connected with Your 
interests. 

My Friend, I have received your letter on the subject of your recent 
misunderstanding with my Agent. To dwell upon such unpleasant 
topics can be attended with no benefit. I had dismissed the matter 
from my mind, and I trust that Your Higliness will forget all that has 
liappened. My Agent, I feel assured, from his recent communica- 
tions, entertains for you the same friendly sentiments as before, and my 
regard for Your Highness is undiminished. 

In conclusion, I beg to ex))ress the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness's sincere friend, 

(Signed) Auckland. 
Fort William, 20th October, 1837. 

From the first of the above letters, and the expressions 
used in the second and third of the " existing harmonj 
and good understanding between the two Govornmeuts/' 
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and " the relations of Harmony and Friendship sub- 
sisting between the two States," it is evident that the 
Nawab was recognized as a Sovereign and Independent 
Prince, and again the further assurance contained in the 
second letter — " the inviolate adherence to the enga^gements 
by whwh Your Highness and the Honourable Company are 
indissolvbly connected *' together with the reasons adduced 
by the servants of the Company themselves in the sub- 
joined letter, must lead all disinterested men to the 
conclusion that the Nawab had the Right to claim 
from the Company a full return of all that he and his 
ancestors had been deprived of by their servants, though 
he had not the Power to enforce his claims. 

To H. Paulin, Esq., Attorney to the Honorable Company, 

Sir, 

*• I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
"the 17th inst , forwarding copy of the Advocate-Generars 
" opinion regarding the question of the liability of the Nawab 
"Isazim to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court." 

" 2. In reply, I am desired to transmit for the information of 
"the Advocate- General, copy of a communication which has 
" been received on the same subject from the Governor-Generars 
" Agent at Moorshedabad, and to state aa follows :" 

" 3. His Honour in Council is decidedly of opinion that tho 
•* Supreme ConH has no right to exercise jurisdiction over tlie 
" Nnwah Nazim of Bengal, and should the attempt to move tho 
" Court to adopt this course of proceeding be persisted in- 
**it is requested tliat tJie Advocate General wilt adopt every neces, 
" sary legal means for resisting it." 

" 4. It will be observed from the Treaty, 1 770, of which a copy 
" is annexed, that His Highness the Natvab has been recognized 
" hy the British Government as an Independent Pnnce, and that 
" the National Faith is pledged, for nothing being proposed or 
** canned into execution derogating from his Honour.^ 

** In order to prevent his being liable to any indignity from 
" subjecting his person, or property, to the process of the Zillah 
Courts, Regulation 19 of 1825 was passed, prescribing certain 
rules under whieh alone lie could sue, or be sued, in those CouHs, 

With regard to the Supreme Court, the case is very different. 
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" As the Government has no power to regulate the proceedings 
" of this Court towards persons acknowledged to come within 
"itsjurisdiction, i/ tlie llnhility of th^ Nazimwere to he ndmittedj 
" there is no degree of indignity which might not he inflicted upon 
** him by its ordinary processes, in cmitravention of the 'pledged 
" National Faith, and of the respect lohich w obviously dtie to the 
" Representative of our oldest Ally on this side of Indiu.^ 

** 5. Without intending to limit the discretion of the Advo- 
"cate-General,astothegroundsof objection which shouldbe taken 
up, His Honour in Council would wish every possible exertion 
to be made to establish the Right of the Nawah Nazim to he 
exempted from tlie jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Any 
further information which can be procured from the Govern- 
ment Records, here or at Moorshedabad, shall be furnished to 
"you on your requisition and the Vakeel of His Highness the 
Nazim, stationed at the Presidency, will likewise be directed 
to place himself in communication with you. 

6. The case of Raja Hurreenauth Rae, referred to by the 
" Advocate-General, does not appear to His Honour in Council 
" to bear any analogy to the present. Raja Hurreenauth Ras 
" wn-8 a subject of this Oovemment.from whose gift he derived his 
** title, while tlie Nawah Nazim is a Prince, whose Independence 
lias heen recognized hy a Treaty with one of his Predecessors, 

** T have &jc* 

(Signed) " C. E. Trevelyan, 

Deputy-Secretary to the Government. 
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Council Chambers, 20th February, 1834.." 



It now, therefore, rests with the British Government and 
Nation to redress the wrongs inflicted by the officers of the 
Government of India, and to support the cause of 
justice against oppression by restoring to the descendants 
of our faithful Allies whatever privileges they may on 
inquiry be lawfully entitled to. 

Nawab Humayoon Jah was, in consequence of his 
devoted attachment to the British cause, honored by 
His Majesty, King William the Fourth with the dis- 
tinguished insignia of the Order of the Grand Cross of 
Hanover, and being of an independent disposition, was 
for a time treated with much more consideration by the 
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Government of India tban. his Predecessors. In 
1834 a special Agreement was drawn up with him, 
which restored to him the absolute right of controlling his 
servants and exchequer without the interference of the 
Government, and further guaranteed to him that in 
future the Nizamut allowances should not be reduced 
but that all stipeuds which lapsed by the death of 
relatives or dependents should revert to the reigning 
Nawab's Treasury. 

To His Highness Nawab Shujaa-ool-Moolk, Ehte- 

SHAM-OOD-DoWLAHj HuMAYOON JaH, SyUD MoBABUCK 

Allee Khan Behadoob, Feboze Jdnq. 

My honouhed aijd valued Friend,— I have had the pleasure of 
reeeivin*? your Highncss's letter, dated the 17th February last, an- 
nouncing your acquiesence in tlie agreement concluded between your- 
self and Captain Thoresby, for the better regulation of tha future ex- 
penditure of the Nizamut. 

As the Articles of this Agreement appear to me to be conducive to 
Your Highness's welfare, / aUo acquiesce in it^ and the Oovemor- 
OeneraVs Agent hfu been directed to consider it a* the rule under 
which JSizamut affairs are hereafter to he administered. 

By the 4th and 5th Articles, Your Highness is now vested with the 
entire management of the Nizamut £siablishmentf and the savings 
which you may be able to effect by prudent economy and careful at- 
tention to business, will remain to be disposed of by yourself, as you 
may consider most for your own advantage ; but Your Highness must 
clearly understand that this discretion has been vested in you, on the 
condition expressed in the Agreement, " that no Just dues or debts re- 
main unsatisfied^ The principle of the new arrangement, therefore, 
so far as these two important Articles are concerned, consists in Your 
Highness being solelg responsible for the management of the fund set 
apart for the Nizamut ]£stahlishment ; and should any debt bo here- 
after contracted which that fund is unable to bear, the Agreement wiU 
become annulled, and tlie British Government will be at liberty to 
adopt whatever measures may be considered expedient and proper at 
the time without reference to it. 

It is hoped, however, that such a contingency may never occur. 
Your Highness will now be in possession of ample funds to meet every 
necessary expense, and as ang balance which mag remain at the end 
of the gear will he at the disposal of Your Highness^ you will also 
have a manifest interest in the observance of a strict economy. 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration which I enter- 
tain for Your Highness, and to suseribe myself, 

Your Higlmess's sincere Friend, 
(Signed) C. T. Metcalpe. 
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Copy of Agreement proposed in 1834. 

Tlie form in wliich the Niznnmt account* arc rendered througli tlio 
Agent to the Govemmeut being unsatisfactorj and productive of no 
good, and the present Nizamut system cau:«iug considerable incon- 
venience, a new arrangement, agreeably to the terms of the following 
paragraphs, has heen devised with the full concurrence of the Nawab 
Nazim, Ilumayoon Jah, by the advice of the Agent to the Governor- 
General, and is ai)proved and sanctioned by His Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Governor- General in Council, to have effect from the 
commencement of the Bengal yenr 1241, after the settlement of all 
former accounts, when a brief abstract of the Nizamut expenditure, 
according to a form approved by the Nazim and Agent, will be fur- 
nblied, generally, for the information of Government in lieu of detailed 
accounts. 

I. All customary perquisites '^ompreliended under the names, 
Mamoolat, Zumistanee, &c., granted to the Uqrooba besides their rea- 
pective pensions, shall be commuted to cash payment* from the begin- 
ning of the above year, after the decease of the receivers of the 
compensation allowances, if there are no heirs entitled to succeed to 
ity the reversion shall be to the Nizamut Treasury. 

II. The stipendiary account shall be kept distinct from all others, 
and the monies on account of pensions shall be deposited in a separate 
chest appropriated to that purpose. Tlie Khazanchee or Darogah 
appointed to the charge of it, and to make the disbursements and keep 
the accounts, shall he answerable to the Affent, as toell as to the 
Nawab Nazinij for the correctness of his issues and the existence of the 
balance. 

III. It is earnestly recommended to his Highness to introduce a 
more simple and effective mode of keeping the Nizamut accounts, and 
to make such arrangements as may ensure the final settlement of the 
current expenses of the preceding mouth in the course of the follow- 
ing mouth, including the salaries and wages of every description of 
servants, so that there may be no debts incurred, and no dissatisfac- 
tion occasioned in consi»quence ; such regularity will tend to the security 
of His Ilighness's interests, jw well as ease and comfort. 

IV. Such reductions and modifications of the different establish- 
ments in the Nizamut as shall be thought desirable and proper by the 
Nawab Niwim, eitijcr at the present time, or hereafter, shall be exe- 
cuted by him, and with regard to the salaries of his servants and the 
entertaining and dijtcharging them, he is at liberty to act as he pleases 
without anif interference. 

V. Pensions, which have been or may hereafter be assigned to 
servants and dependents, shall revert to t/ie Nizamut Treasury at 
casualties occur^ and shall^ with other savings effected by retrench" 
mentSy be at the entire disposal of Hi* Highness^ provided that no just 
dues or debts remain unsatisfied. 

VI. The intent of the foregoing arrangements is, that by the intro- 
duction of method and order into the aff'airs of the Nizamut, which 
shall provide for the full efficiency of all departments and prevent tlie 
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recurrence of pecuniary embarrassments and debts, His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim maj ei\joy an increase of ease and Happiness. 

(Signed) C. Thoresby, 

Acting JLgent Oavemar- General, 
The 15tk February, 1834. 

- It will here be necessary to explain the circumstances 
which led to the 'drawing up of the above Agreement ; 
and to do this, we must draw attention to the corres- 
pondence that took place before the arrangement was 
made. 

The following extract was taken from a note bj the 
late Mr. Stirling, dated in 1830, and placed upon record 
in 1883, containing his remarks on the Nizamut accounts 
for the years 1233 to 1235 B.S., or A.D., 1226-29. 
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*' There ought indeed to be large sums forthcoming in the Nizamut 
Treasury, on account of certain lapsed stipends which are supposed 
to accumulate there, as part of the Deposit Fund, but Mr. Dale 
" explains that the greater part of that money has been long ago 
irrecoTcrably disposed of by the present Nawab's father, and that 
*• the Treasury is in fact empty. It is hopeless, therefore, to look to that 
" source for any material relief. The above consideration leads me to 
" submit one or two obserrations on the expediency of simplifying our 
" dealings with the Nizamut, and the mode of keeping the accounts, 5y 
*' relinquuihing all demands on account of lapsed Pensions ^ supposed to 
'* accumulate in the Nizamut Treasury, and making over the whole of 
*' the JS^iiamut Stipend to the yawabj subject to the payment of the 
*' established allowances, with exception to the sum of Bs. 1,44,000, 
*' which remains in the Collector's hands, to form the annual increase- 
" ment of the Deposit Fund, and Bs. 60,000 paid to Nawab Mustapha 
'* Khan, / imagine that that amount is adequate for the legitimate 
" purposes of the Fundy yiz., the construction of buildings and the 
" occasional relief and benefit of the different members ofthefamilg, 
*' including His Highness himself and I do not see that we have ang 
*' right to keep back from the Nazim' s receipt a larger portion of the 
*' sixteen lacsy which is assigned hg Treatg^ for the support of the 
** estabhshment, than suffices for the above objects. According to the 
*' present system, the accounts sent up to Government are involved in 
*' the utmost intricacy and confusion, and exhibits no view at all of the 
" real state of affairs. They arc prepared on the supposition, that the 
*' Nizamut expend if u re is regulated according to scale fixed by the 
" Committee of 1802, and tha' tlie ^wrfion of the stipend in excess 
*• thereof, and not otherwise formally appropriated, is forthcoming in 
*' the Nizamut IVeasury : but in practice the Regulations of the Com- 
" niittce have been widely and constantly departed from. As might 
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" have been expected, there is a continued tending to increase of 
'* outlaj, and year after year a large excess appears which it has been 
" seen for three years under our own arrangement averaged nearly 
" Rs. 50,000 per mensem. The Court of Directors seem to think that 
" an addition of Bs. 56,000 per annum might he made to the Deposit 
** Fund by the appropriation of lapsed stipends^ and no doubt the 
" Nizam ut Treasury is answerable for a part of that amount ; but as it 
" is always in point of fact disbursed to cover the excess of current 
" expenditure, it seems useless to retain such a nominal demand. 
" Indeed, if the thing is looked closely into, it shall be found that 
" much of these nominal lapses have been reassigned under the 
** authority of Government to different pensioners, and is therefore not 
** really available for the increase of the Deposit Fund. 

" Mr. Dale is distinctly of opinion, that, it would not be advisable 
" to increase the Deposit Fund by requiring the Nazim to repay into 
** the Collector's Treasury any part of the stipend which now passes 
" into his hand. What, then, is the use of keeping up a nominal 
" demand under this head in account ? He has given me a statement* 
" by which it appears, that, the Nawab receives from the Collector's 
** Treasuiy Rs. 1,16,333 per mensem, and the actual current expen- 
" diture of the Nizamut is Rs. 1,14,616, The benefit conferred on 
" the Nawab, therefore, by the adoption of the principle which I 



• Annual Stipend 16,00,000 

Retained in the Collector's Office on ac- 
count of Munnee Begum 1,44,000 
Paid to Nawab Mustapha Khan 5,000 per 
mensem 60,000 

13,96,000 

Or Monthly 1,16,333 5 6 8 

# — — ^ 

Present Monthly expenses for 1236 B. S. 

Sheristah Nizamut 35,692 

BahaU 31,407 13 9 2 

Moolazaman 

Deoree 

Nawab Bubboo Begum .... 1,867 000 

KuUumdan Ehanah 12,000 

AshoorKhanah 1,500 

Imarut 1,600 

Moossiffadenay 152 8 

Sheristah Agentee 16,022 13 

1,14,616 2 17 2 

Balance 1,717 2 9 1 



1,16,333 5 6 3 
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'* advocate, would average at about Bs. 1,717 per mensem, or Bs. 
'* 20,600 per annum. His Highness spends the monej as it is, or, at 
*' least his accounts exhibit extra charges to that amount ; but, at 
" present the excess might be debited to what is called the Privy 
** Purse, or KuHumdan Khanah, and occasionally orders have been 
" issued to that effect. 

" Mr. Dale, at the same time, suggests, that, there are certain 
" stipends^ such as those drawn by the Ameeroon Nissa, Nujeebun 
'* Nissa, and Bhow Begums, which would very proper Iff lapee, if re- 
*' q aired f to the Deposit Fund on the demise of the present incum- 
" bents, and this may be a point for consideration hereafter, with 
" reference to the state of the Fund and the demands upon it at the 
" time of each lapse." 

The following extract from a note recorded by the late Mr. (after- 
wards Sir William) MacNaghten is in continuation of Mr. Stirling's 
note : — 

" I beg leave to bring to the notice of Q-overnment, accompanying 
" draft of a note by the late Mr. Stirling, and a draft of a letter 
'* founded thereon, relative to the Moorshedabad Nizamut affairs, 
'* which I found in the office shortly after taking charge, but which do 
•* not appear to have been acted upon. 

" No accounts have been furnisiied since the period referred to in 
* tliese documents, and if the Governor- General in Council is aware of 
" no objections, I would propose to require the Accountant-General 
" and the Acting Agent immediately to report the existing state of 
" tlie three Funds, viz., the Nizamut Fund, the Deposit Fund, and the 
'* Agency Estabhshment Fund. 

*^ There is a part of Mr. Stirling's proposition I think might bo 
" modified, or rather of which I do not exactly see the use. Alluding 
" to the confusion of accounts which prevails, he suggested that the 
** JSazim should he exempted from the necessity of famishing any 
*• account of Lapsed Pensions^ except in the instance of one or two 
** individuals who are at present living and in the enjoyment of large 
** stipends. It miglit certainly be as well to dispense with an account, 
'* particularly, of the various disbursements, which do not, and are 
" not, required to correspond with the rates laid down in 1802 ; but 
•* there seems no great probability of inconvenience resulting from 
'* the practice of requiring a report to be made on the death of 
" each Pensioner, whose pension it may be proposed to assign to 
" another." 

The foUow^ing extract is taken from the instructions issued to the 
Agent on the occasion : — 

** In regard to tlie sums which ought to be forthcoming in the 
*' Nizamut Treasury, on account of certain lapsed stipends, supposed 

to aceumulate there as part of the General Deposit Fund, it appears 

from the late Acting Agent's st^itemont that the greater part of that 

money has been long ago irrecoverably disposed of by tlie present 
" Nawab's father, and that the Treasury is in fact empty 

'' Referring to tliis fiu*t, and anxious, if possible, to simplify our 
" dealings with the Nizamut and the mode of keeping accounts, the 
" Governor- General in Council is of opinion, that, it is expedient to 

relinquish all demands on account of Lapsed Pensions supposed to 
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** haye aooumulated in the Nizamut, but which haye mostly, by the 
** authority of the Nawab, been re-assigned to different Pensions, and 
" are, therefore, not available for the increase of the Deposit Fund. 

" According to the present syttem^ the accounts sent up are involved 
'* in the utmost intricacy and confusion^ and exhibit no view at all of 
" the real state of affairs. Thoy are prepared on the supposition that 
" the Nizamut expenditure is regulated according to a scale fixed by 
** the Committee in 1803, and that the portion of the stipend in ex- 
" cess thereof, and not otherwise formerly appropriated, is forthcoming 
" in the Nizamut Treasury, but in practice the Regulations of the 
** CSommittee have been widely and constantly departed from. 

" At the same time, however, the Governor- General in Council 
'* would have it understood, that the Lapsed Stipends which it is 
" proposed to make over to His Highness are those which have no« 
" minally lapsed and nominally accumulated. In regard to other 
stipends which may lapse in future, they shall be regularly re- 
ported as heretofore." 
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The above correspoadeace resulted ia the determiaatiou 
of the G-overnor-General to come to some definite under- 
standing with the Nawab, who^ naturally solicitous about 
the welfare of the Nizamut, had frequently applied to 
him for the restoration of the lapsed stipends and also the 
control of his own affairs, which the G-overnment had 
before deprived him of, but at last conceded to him by 
the Agreement of 1834. 

But the Agreement of 1834, like all others, was 
doomed to be set aside by the Government of India, for 
in 1836, Mr. (now Sir Charles) Trevelyan recorded the 
following minute on Nizamut affairs, which was eagerly 
taken up and acted upon in spite of the remonstrances 
of the Nawab, who in a private letter to the Agent 
Governor-General remarked, " This is a strange arrange- 
ment, and an odd way of fulfilling promises." 

** I now proceed to notice the accounts which hare been furnished 
" of the three Deposit Funds, namely, the Deposit Fund in the 
** Collector's Treasury, the Deposit Fund which has hitherto been kept 
•• in the Nawab's Treasury, and the Deposit Fund for the payment of 
** the Agency for the Superintendence of the Nizamut kept by tho 
** Govermnent Agent at Calcutta. 
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" The Deposit Fund lately kept in the Nawab Nazim's Treasury, 
*' generally called the Nizamut Deposit Fund, consisU of the savings 
realized by lapses in Fund of about seven lacs of Rupees a year ap- 
propriate for tlie payment of the Nawab'a relations. By the order 
of 11th July, 1833, all demand was relinquijihed on accomit of the 
savings from this Fund up to that date. The Nawab has informed 
** Colonel Cobbe, that, about Be. 90,000 have accumulated since tliat 
" period, and tliat the present monthly addition is as high as Bs. 
" 5,220 

" The larye sum of about seven lacs of Rupees a year, which forms 
" the basis of this Fund, has hitherto been disbursed by the IVawab 
*' from his own Treasury as pensions to the different Members of the 
*' Nizamut family. Although the Nawab was the immediate Agent 
*' in the business, his proceedings were strictly controlled by the Agent, 
** and he was expected to account for the balance which remained after 
" paying the pensions. This balance, i. e. up to Bs. 56.000, to make 
up two lacs, was intended to swell the general Deposit Fund, but as 
yet nothing has ever been realized. 
" The monthly addition to Munnee Begum's Deposit Fund is 12,000 
** Sicca Bupees, and to the Pension Deposit Fund Bs. 5,220. and the 
" loiter will be continually on the increase owing to the lapse of pen- 
'* sions of which only a portion is generally continued to relatives. 

*' It is beUeved that of ths above aggregate sum of Bs. 7,03,365 a 
*' year, appropriated to the payment of the collateral branches of the 
" Nizamut Family, Bs 62,6lo have already lapsed. The qnnual sum 
** will form the foundation of another Deposit Fund, which will receive 
** continual accessions from the decease cf the different stipendiaries, 
" This Deposit Fund hitherto had only a nominal existence- in the 
** Nazim's Treasury, but it will hereafter have a real one in the 
" CoUector's. 

Supposing these calculations to be correct, Its, 9,86,660 a year 
will hereafter be retained in the Collector's Treasury, of which Rs, 
2,06,640 will form the increaaement of the Deposit Fund, and the 
** remaining Rs. 7,30,020 will be disbursed to different members of 
the Nizamut Family. The sum reserved for the Deposit Fund will, 
** as before stated, increase every year." 

The following is an extract from the instructions issued to the Agent 
in consideration of the suggestion contained in Sir Charles Trevelyan's 
note. 

Dated 1st March, 1836. 
" The Deposit Fund lately kept in the Nawab Nazim's Treasury 
*' (generally called the Nizamut Deposit FundJ consists of the savings 
" realized by lapses in a Fund of about seven Iocs of Rupees a year 
** appropriated for the payment of the Nawab's relatione. By the 
" orders of the 11th July, 1833, all demand was relinquished on 
" account of the savings from this Fund up to that date. The Nawab 
" i s stated by Colonel Cobbe to have iu&rmed him that about Bs. 
" 90,000 has accumulated since that period, and that the present 
" monttily addition is as high as Bs. 5,220. 

" You will therefore call upon the Nawab tepay in the Collector'* 
•• Treasury the Rs. 90,000 above mentioned, wliich will be carried to 
" the credit of the Pension Deposit Fund, tlie name which may here- 
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'* after be moH conveniently given to this Fund, as this turn of about 
** aecen lacs of Rupees a year, which forms the basis of the Fund, will 
•* hereafter he retained in the Collector's Treasurv, and the Pension 
** due out of it to the Junior Members of the Nizamut Family will bo 
'* disbursed direct from thence. The savings will, of course, accumulate 
*• in the same place. It is requested that you will make a special re- 
" port on the Pension Fund and tlie Pension Deposit Fund as soon 
'* as sufficient time has elapsed subsequent to the adoption of the 
" arrangement by which these Funds have been transferred to the 
'* Collector's Treasury, to enable you to ascertain the exact amount of 
" each." 

With reference to the foregoing instructions, the Agent at Moor- 
shedabad reported as follows .* — 

" Agreeably to the 6th paragraph of your letter I beg to inclose a 
•* statement of the Munnee Begimi Deposit Fund, prepared in the 
" Collector's Office, and, ei^hibiting a balance in favour of the Fund, 
" Rs. 4,43,681, on the 30th of April last. To this is to be added Rs. 
** 90,000, which \*41l be paid in a few days on account of the Lapsed 
** Stipends Deposit Fund, and which would have been realized ere 
" now, had not His Highness, from circumstances already before 
*' (Government, abstained from drawing his allowances, a total of 
** assets amounting to Rs. 5,33.681. This appears at credit, and de- 
" ducting the sum of Rs. 3,31,442, as above specified, (Nizamut Debts) 
** a balance of Rs. 2,02,239 in favour of the Deposit Fund will remain. 
" The sum now carried to credit in this office, on account of Lapsed 
** Stipends in the new Deposit Fund, is Rupees 6,667 per mensem, 
'* and something more of accumulation may, perhaps, be received from 
** His Highness after we have received the Rs. 90,000. The detailed 
** accounts, however, I liave not yet received from His Highness.' 
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A careful perusal of the documents relating to the 
formation of the several Funds (pages 38, 60, 79, 82 and 
85) will at once bring to the reader's notice, by comparison, 
the discrepancies that exist in the minute of Mr. (Secretary) 
Trevelyan above quoted. The Nizamut Deposit Fund 
■which is vaguely alluded to as consisting of ** the savings 
by lapses in a Fund of about seven lacs of rupees a year 
appropriated for the payment of the NawaVs relations, 
Ac.," was as the Governor-General expressly stated (page 
85) to consist of two lacs of rupees (^£20,000) annually, 
and no more; of which Munnee Begum's stipend of 
Eupees 1,44,000 (^14.400) was to form a part, and the 
balance Es. 56,000 (je5,600) was to be made up by 
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the Nawab depositing that sum annuallj in the 
Collector's Treasury, and further in consideration of the 
Nawab agreeing to the establishment of this Fund, the 
British Government undertook the coat of all buildings 
and other expenses (such as marriage portions, debts, &c.,) 
legitimately claimable from it, and relinquished all desire 
to increase the Fund, " pledging itself on the lapse of any 
future stipend, to consider the suggestions of His Highness as 
to its allotment,** But the British Faith, pledged by the 
Governor-General, was violated by the adoption of Mr. 
Trevelyan's suggestion that the sum of £s. 62,640 (£6,264) 
per annum, which had already lapsed, would **form the 
foumdation of another Deposit Fwnd, which will receive con- 
tinual accessions from the decease of the different stipendiaries^^ 
(Page 101) because the Governor-General had limited 
the amount to be contributed by the Nawab to make up 
the two lacs to Ra. 56,000 (c£5,600), which was a part of 
the Rs. 62,640 (c£6,264) alluded to by the writer. Again, 
in the last Para, the sum said to be set apart Es. 2,06,640 
(£20,664) to form the increasement of the Deposit Fund 
is inaccurate, for the Governor-General bad limited th& 
amount to Es. 2,00,000 (£20,000), as before stated. Of 
the sum of Rs. 7,30,020 (£78,002) reserved for the 
** different members of the Nizamut Family,'' barely one 
half has been disbursed to them by the Government ! 
The Nawab naturally asks. Where has the balance gone P 
From the instructions issued to the Agent Governor- 
General for carrying out of this new coercive measure, the 
result may easily be conceived, for the whole of the 
Rs. 7,30,020 (£73,002) reserved for pensions to diflferent 
members of the Family will when they are all dead remain 
to tJie credit of the Government, as also any other 
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pensions future Nawabs might wish to set apart for their 
relatives, so that eventually the Nizamut Civil List, which 
by the Treaty of 1770 was fixed at o£318,000 per annum, 
will be reduced to a mere pittance ! 

Thus, by absorbing the lapsed stipends into the Nizamut 
Deposit Fund, instead of restoring them to the Nizamut 
Treasury, the G-ovemment has gradually reduced the Civil 
List of the Nawab Nazim ; and the ultimate result of the 
measure will assuredly be the entire ruin of the Nizamut 
which the British Government had pledged itself to 
support for ever, A further proof of the injustice of the 
above arrangement may be found in the fact that before 
the Nawab attained his majority, when the Government 
itself, through the Agent Gk>vernor-General, managed 
his affairs for him, " the sum considered applicable to tlie 
' '' NoMfrCs oum household was quite insufficient to maintain 
** U on the scale fixed by the Committee of 1802," and 
which was the standard appointed by the Government 
for the guidance of the Agent ; if, therefore, the Agent 
Ck)vemor- General himself was unable out of the annual 
allowance to meet all the requirements of the Nizamut, how 
then was it possible for the Nawab himself, with a reduced 
Civil List, to avoid getting entangled in pecuniary dif- 
ficulties P 

But another singular act soon followed the formation 
of the " Lapsed Stipend Fund." In the year 1837, the 
Honourable W. L. Melville, who held the appointment 
of Agent Governor-General, found that the system of 
keeping five separate accounts of the Nizamut Family, 
Agency, Munnee Begum's, Deposit and Lapsed Stipend 
Funds, entailed a large amount of extra trouble and 
expense in the office of the Collectorate at Moorshedabad, 
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and proposed (in an official communication, dated 6th 
July, 1837) that the Funds should be amalgamated 
as one common Fund since they all belonged to the same 
family and were similarly invested in Government 
Securities. This proposition required grave consideration, 
so the matter was referred to the Accountant-Geueral, 
to be disposed of as he thought best, and h'e, on the 
16th December, 1836, reported to the Government that 
" the Funds had been amalgamated," under the common 
name of the " Nizamut Deposit Fund." 

The surplus of interest on the Government Securities 
forming this Fund, over and above the two lacs of rupees 
annually set apart by the Government for the objects of 
the Fund (Page 85), after even deducting the amount re- 
quired for the expenses of the Agency, ought, according 
to the Governor- General's promise (Page 79), to have 
been made over to the NsLwah ^' for purposes connected with 
the splendour and credit of His Exalted Station,^* as also 
(by the Agreement of 1834, Page 96 and the Order of 
L6rd Cornwallis, Page 38) all pensions that might lapse 
by the decease of relatives and dependents ; but instead 
of this being done, every fraction has been absorbed into 
the Nizamut Deposit Fund, and retained by the Govern- 
ment ; and even the allowances that should have been 
made to the Nawab and his relatives out of that Fund 
in accordance with the terms of the Trust, were frequentlif 
denied to them, and many sums out of the Fund were 
" diverted to pv/rposes foreign to the interests of the House 
" of Meer Jaffi^ Ali Khan.*' But the work of spoliation 
did not stop here, for even the pensions of men-servants 
and others were absorbed under the following instruc- 
tions. 
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Proposal that Lapsed Stipends should revert to 

Deposit Fund. 

To Colonel J. Caul pi eld, C B., Agent Governor - 
General, ISth July, 1838. 

Sir. 

I am directed by the Honourable tlie Deputy-Governor of Bengal to 
acknowledge the receipt ot" your letters, dated the 12t]i and iSth in- 
stant, reporting tlie death of Wazarec Begum, alias Fatimah Begiiui, 
on the lith December, 1836, and of her sister on the 3rd of tlie same 
month, who enjoyed a pension of 35 rupees, which His Highness the 
Nawab Nazira recommends being continued toSyuds Bahirand Ahmed 
All, sons of Shahibzadi Begum. In reply, / am desired to state that 
the principle which His Honour the Deputy Governor desires to see 
observed in cases of this description, is the following : — 

Pensions enjoyed by men-servants being as ordinary life-pensions, 
should be resumed wholly on the death of incumbents^ and annexed 
to the Deposit Fund, except in very esi>ocial cases. Stipends enjoyed 
b}' relations of the Nawab Nazim should, as heretofore, be ordinarily 
continued to their heirs, and when divided amongst several heirs, one 
or more of whom may die without descendants, the portions of such 
shoidd also lapse to the Deposit Fund, unless there are dependants of 
the deceased, the support of whom would be a duty incumbent upon 
the surviving heir, in which case so much of the lapsed portions as 
may be necessary to cover their additional expenses may be continued 
to their survivors who undertake this obligation. 

The Deputy- Governor is of opinion that through the Deposit Fund, 
and by occasional grants in the manner usual, more good will result to 
the members of the Nizamut than if the whole amount set apart for 
that family were frittered away in petty allowances to impoverished 
dependents. It is on this account His Honour inclines ordinarily to 
favour the Deposit Fund, and not from any unwillingness to listen to 
His Highness's recommendations in favour of individuals. 

I have, «Smi., 
(Signed) H. T. Prinsep, 

Secretary to Government. 

Thus step by step the officers of the G-overnment of 
India carried out their Policy with the ultimate view 
of shaking off the responsibility of the Nizamut, which 
no doubt they looked upon as an incubus, forgetting 
that it was to the family of Meer Jaffier alone that thev 
owed their own position and all that they had acquired. 
Such was the gratitude and consideration shown to the 
descendants of our faithful Ally by the servants of the 
East India Company! But the Court of Directors 
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did not altogether forget the duty they owed to the 
Niziimut under the conditions of the Firmaun by virtue 
of which alone they held office as the Collectors of the 
Revenues of the Provinces — for although they tacitly 
sanctioned the work of spoliation which was beiug 
carried out by their servants in India after the present 
Nawab (of whom we will now speak) ascended the throne, 
by coinciding with the views expressed by the Deputy- 
Governor of Bengal in respect of Lapsed Stipends of 
dependents reverting to the Nizam ut Deposit Fund ; yet 
they boldly declared that " tfie Deposit Fund was not 
public money, but a part of the assignmerd by Treaty of the 
family.'* 

Extract from Despatch No, 17, dated 24th April, 1840, from 
the Hanourable, the Court of Directors to the Governor-General 

of India. 

** TJie principles which have been laid doitm by the Deputy- Oovemor 
*^for the disposal of stipends on the death of Stipendiaries have our 
" concurrence. We think with him that the stipends of mere 
** dependents should never, without strong special reasons, be con- 
** tinned to their descendants, and that when the members of the 
Family itself die without direct heirSy their stipends should lapse to 
the Deposit Fund rather than pass to the nearest relations^ unless 
they have left dependents whose support would naturally devolve 
" upon some other Members of the Family, to whom, in that ease, an 
** increase may be granted adequate to the burthen so imposed upon 
" them. It is very correctly stated by the Deputy-Qt)vemor, in Mr. 
" Prinsep's letter to Colonel Caulfield, dated the 18th July, 1838, that 
" through the Deposit Fund and by occasional grants in the manner 
** usual, more good will result to the Members of the Nizamut, than 
** if the whole amount set apart for that family were frittered away in 
" petty allowances to impoverished dependents. 

" It appears, however, to us that these views require a more liberal 
*' application of the Deposit Fund to the relief of individuals, whose 
** distress are not produced by misconduct, than are at present prac- 
" tised. For example, when an inundation laid a great part of tlie 
*• City of Moorshedabad and of the surrounding country under water, 
" and the Agent reported that among the suflferers were many of the 
** Nizamut Family, who would require assistance to enable them to 
** repair the damage their houses have sustained by the inundation, 
** the Deputy- Governor returned for answer, that he did not think the 
** public money could advantageously be employed in relieving the 
" distress occasioned by the inundation. The Deposit Fund, however. 
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w not public money ^ hut a part of the assignment by Treaty of the 
Family ^ which part is allowed to accumulate for its general benefit. 
** The accumulation already proceeds at a more rapid rate than the 
" demands on it^ and will proceed still more rapidly now that the 
** Fund is to derive the benefit of all lapses which may talcs plmce, 
** Wo think, tlierefore, that not only grants in favour of the depeu- 
" dents on tlie Nizamut should be freely made from tlie Fund in cases 
" of general calamity like that just alluded to. but tliat a revision of 
" the general allowances of the family should occasoinally take place 
•* with a view of increasing the provision for tliosc of its members, 
** whoso stipends, from sub-division or otlier cause, are not adequate 
** to their rank or to the claims on them, or whoso conduct entitles 
** them to a mark of approbation from G-overnnicut. 

*' Thus administered, the Fund might be made in some measure an 
" instrument of moral discipline, which appears to be much required, 
** and for wliich no other ohmous expedient presents itself." 



Since the Court of Directors particularly impressed upon 
tbeJr officers in India that ^Hhe Nizamut Deposit Fund is not 
Ptiblic money J but a part of the Assignment by Treaty of the 
Family*' a clear argument is thus established, viz. : There 
must be an existing Treaty ; the Treaty of 1770 is the 
last and only one that can be said to exist, and therefore 
the assignment of the Family therein spectitied must be a 
legitimate demand as there is an acknawledged claim under 
a Treaty. Thus apart from all other documentary evi- 
dence, the right of the Nawab Nazim and his successors 
to the assignment set forth in the Treaty of 1770 is clearly 
established by the Court of Directors themselves; we 
will, therefore, leave this question for a time, and 
proceed to introduce to our readers the measures intro- 
duced by the Government of India for controlling the 
Nizamut together with other coincidences that have trans- 
pired during the lifetime of the present Nawab Nazim. 

Nawab Humayoon Jah died on the 3rd October, 1838, 
and his son, the present Nawab Nazim Syud Munsoor 
Ullee, succeeded to " the hereditary honours and dignities 
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of the Nizamut and Sonhahdarry of Bengal^ Behar, and 
Orisaay" and was publicly ackuowledged as such by the 
following Proclamation : — 

Extract from page 925 of the Calcutta Gazette of Wednesday, 
19th December^ 1838, No, 101. Fort William. 

Political Department,, 19th December, 1838. 

PBOCLAMATION. 

By order of the GK)vemor of India, the Depiity- Governor of Bengal 
notifies to the Public and to the Allies of the British Qovemraent, and 
to all friendly Powers, tliat the Nawab Shoojah-ool-Moolk, Ilitisliam- 
ood-Dowlah, Humayoon Jah, Syud Mobaruck Ullee Khan Bahadoor, 
Feeroz Jung, having departed this life at Moorshedabad, on tlio 3rd 
October, 1838, his son the Nawab Syud Munsoor Ullee Klian, has 
succeeded to the hereditary honours and dignities of the Nizamut 
and Soobahdarry of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and His Highness is 
hereby declared^ under the authority of the Government of India, to 
be the Nazim and Soobahdar of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and to have 
assumed and to exercise the authority, dignities^ and privileges thereof, 
under the style and title of Mootizum-ool-Moolk, Mohsen-ood-Dow- 
lah, Fureedoon Jah, Syud Munsoor Ullee Khan Bahadoor, Nusrut 
Jung. 

Published and proclaimed by His Honour the Deputy -Gt)vemor of 
Bengal. 

H. T. Prinsep, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengcd, 



General Order by the Honourable the Deputy -Governor of 
Bengal, under date the \9th December, 1838. 

The Honourable the Deputy -Governor of Bengal has been pleased 
to direct, that a salute of 19 guns be fired from the ramparts of Fort 
William at 12 o'clock this day, in honour of the accession of Hifl 
Highness Syud Munsoor Ullee Khan to the Musnud of the Provinces 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and that the above Proclamation be rectd 
at the head of all the Troops in Garrison at sunset this evening under 
a salute of three volley of Musketry. 

H. T. Pbinbep, 
Secretary to the Oovernment of Bengal, 

Calcutta Gazette : Wednesday, Dec. 19th, 1838. 

Soon after his accession to the throne. His Highness 
received the following comforting assurance from the 
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Acting Governor-General on behalf of the Government 
of India : — 

To His Highness the Nawab Mootizum-ool-Moolk, 

MOUSEN-OOD-DOWLAH, FuREEDOON JaH, SyUD MuNSOOB 

Alee Khan Bahadoor, Nusrut Juno. 

My Honoured and valued Friend, 
I have been liiglily pjratified by the receipt of your letter, announc- 
ing the intelligence of your liaving a8cended the Musnud of your 
ancestors on the day of the Ee.lool Fitr. 

I sincerely congratulate Your Highness and your connections on this 
most happy event, and pray tlie Almighty may long preserve Your 
Highness in the enjoyment of thU exalfed I)iqnifi/. 

Your Highness may rest assured tluit the same degree of considera- 
tion and attention as were shown to the hite Nawab bv the British 
Government, will be equally experienced by your Highness, and the 
Dignify and honour of the illnstiiouJi Uouse irhich t/ou now represent 
will ever be an ohject of care and solicitude to this Government. 

I hope Your Highiu'ss will gmtify me witli letters conveying the in- 
telligence of Your Health and Welfare. 

In conclusion, I beg to express tlie high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness' sincere Friend, 

W. MofilSSON. • ^ 
, ' "^^ 

When the present Nawab Nazim ascended the throne 
of ancestral dignity he was only nine years of age, and 
his affairs were therefore njanaged for him by the 
Government through the Agents Governor-General. 
Having no family to provide for then, his expenses were 
but small, and consequently much of the personal allow- 
ance of seven lacs allotted to him during his minority 
accumulated in the hands of the Agent Governor-General 
who, on the part of the Government as a Trustee, invested 
a portion of the savings in Government Securities while 
another portion was withheld by the Government itself. 
Of these savings, the part withheld by the Government 
has not yet been paid to the Nawab because he claims 
interest thereon (to which business men will surely 
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consider he is justly entitled), but, unfortunately for the 
Nawab, the Government has the money and the power 
in its hands, and will not accept his release for the 
principal unless be foregoes all claim to the interest ! 
Such is the manner in which justice is being administered 
in India by the Government at the present moment ! 

As to the other portion of the savings of His High- 
nesses stipend during his minority which was invested 
in Government Securities by the Agent Governor- 
General as the legally constituted Sepresentative of 
the Government for and on behalf of His Highness, we 
blush for the credit of Englishmen to bring the subject 
to public notice ; but as the Government of India has not 
yet made amends to the Nawab for the acts of its Agent, 
and the Nawab has been constrained to appeal for public 
redress, we must, in justice to His Highness, set the whole 
matter before our readers and leave them to judge of 
the enormity of the wrong done to the Nawab by 
the Government of India, first, in the person of its 
Agent, and again in respect of the reply given by Lord 
Canning to this portion of His Highuess's Memorial in 
Para. 10 of the Letter from the Officiating Secretary to 
the Government of India, which will be quoted hereafter. 

The Agents Governor-General have always been 
appointed hy the Government to watch over the interests 
of the Nawahy and the Government must therefore be 
responsible to the Nawab for their acts, whether 
profitable or otherwise. When advantage to the 
Government was secured by the Agents Governor- 
General (Mr. Monckton and others), their acts were 
invariably supported ; but in the instance of Mr. Torrens, 
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where the Nawab had a just claim against the Govern- 
ment for .£250,000, he was told, " it does not appear to the 
Governor- General in Council thai any good object can he 
gained by further inquiry'* " The matter may, therefore, he 
allowed to drop,*' Such is the consoling information the 
Nawab received as compensation for the heavy loss he 
suffered during' Mr. Torrens' incumbency as Agent 
Governor-General ; the character of which and the parties 
concerned, wo will leave our readers to ascertain for 
themselves from the following correspondence. 

Summary of the extraordinary Transactions of Mr. 
Henry Torrens, the Officiating Agent to tlie Governor- 
General at MooRSHiiDABAD, in waiting a large Sum of 
Money belonging to His Highness the Nawab Nazim of 
Bengal, Bkhar, and Orissa. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Beugal, <fec., was waited on by 
Mr. U. Torrens, tlie then Officiatmg Agent to the Governor-General 
at MoorsheJabad, who induced him, under pain of the Governor- 
General's displeasure, to sign a document authorising tlie sale of the 
Government Securities belontcing to His Highness. These Securities 
were the savings accimiulated diu-ing His Higjhness's minority, and 
amounted to Ks. li),81,300. This sum was ailerwards increased, by 
the rt^sult of reinvestments, to Rs. 27,40,7cK>, the amount mentioned 
in pamgraph 29 of His Highness's letter to Her Majesty's Secretiwy of 
State for India in Council under date Sth April, 18G0. The excuse 
brought forward by Mr. Torrens for ivquiring the Nawab Nazim to 
place so large an accumulation of funds at liis dis])osal, was, that the 
Government were desirous of seeing the money judiciously laid out in 
the piu-chase of landed estates for the benefit of His Highness. On 
thus obtaining the Nawab Nazim's sanction for their sale, Mr. Torrens 
appointed the finn of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., Auctioneers 
oi Calcutta, Financial Agents to His Highness, and instructed them 
to dis]x>se of the securities ; which this firm accordingly did, under 
the Agent's supervision and instructions. Previously, however, to 
obtaining a power to sell the papers, Mr. Torrens had attempted to do 
so on his own responsibility. Under date 13th February, 1848, he 
addressed the following letter to the Government Agent, Treasury, 
without any previous communication whatever with the Nawab 
Nazim : — 
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To The Government Aqbnt, Trea»mr§. 

CUcutta, Feb. 13tJi, ISM. 

SiK, — Please deliver to Messrs. Mackenzie, Ljall, and Co^ the 
Government Securities belonging to His Highness the Nawab 
Bengal, standing in the name of the GK>Temor-Gkiieral*a 
Moorshedabad. 

I have the honour, Ac., 

(Signed) H. Tobbkm, 
Officiating Governor-General's A^eoL 

This letter was not acted on, as it was deemed neoeenrj that the 
Agent should obtain the signature of His Highness to enable the 
Government Agent, at the Treasury, to endorse them to him •• 
Officiating Agent to the Governor- General at Moorshedabad, and 
hold them subject to his instructions. The following is His Highnew's 
letter to the Government Agent : — 

To the Government Agent for the time being. 

" Sib, — With reference to my Power of Attorney in your laroar, 
dated the 18th instant, I request you will be good enough to endone 
to H. Torrens, Esquire, Officiating Agent to the Governor- General at 
Moorshedabad^ for the time being ^ or order, the Gk>vemment Seconties 
remaining in your possession belonging to me, holding them subject to 
his instructions. 
' "I have the honour to be, &c., 

" (Signed) Stud Munsoob Ullsb. 
Calcutta, 22nd Feb., 1848." 
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On the very day that Mr. Torrens obtained the signature of Hii 
Highness to this letter he wrote the subjoined to the Government 
Agent, and delivered it to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., for 
presentation : — 

To the Government Aqevt for the time being, 

*' Calcutta, 22nd Feb., 1848. 

" Sib, — Be pleased to hand over to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and 
Co.. the Gt)vemment Securities remaining in your custody belonging 
lo His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, endorsed to me as 
directed. 

" I have the honour, &c., 
" (Signed) H. Tobbenb, 
** Offieiafcing Govemor-Generars Agent at Moorshedabad.** 

Highness was only eighteen years old, and had 

th^ age. The natural respect with which he had 

mrd the Agent to the GK)Temor-G«neral, together 

I 
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with his youth and inexperiencey precluded him firom suspecting the 
motives of the Agent, more especiallj as he was made to beUere that 
by conceding to Mr. Torrens' request, he would be meeting the wishes 
of the Government which that gentleman represented, and even sup- 
posing His Highness to have entertained a doubt of Mr. Torrens' good 
faith in entrusting so large a sum of money to a comparatively un- 
known firm, there was no one with whom he could advise on so deUcate 
a subject, or with whom he could consult in matters affecting so high 
and trusted an official as the Agent to the Govemor-GKjneral. 

As soon as the funds of His Highness were placed in Messrs. Mac- 
kenzie, Lyall, and Co's. hands, Mr. Torrens not only permitted others 
to draw on them, but proceeded to pass orders on them, not as a private 
individual^ but invariablv in his public capacity as Agent to the 
Gt)vemor- General at His Highnesses Court. One of his first acta was 
to enter into Articles of Agreement with a Mr. Robinson, in March, 
1848, for the building of a Steam Boat at a cost of Rupees 65,000, to 
be paid for out of the funds in the hands of the so-called Financial 
Agents to His Highness. It certainly seems to have been a stretch of 
authority on the part of Mr. Torrens, to have entered into any such 
agreement, or to have given directions for the disbursement of monies, 
which coidd only be considered a^ the private funds of the Nawab 
Nazim. Some light is, however, thrown on this subject by a passage 
which occurs in a letter which will be found in extenso elsewhere. Mr. 
Torrens in this passage observes — 

" The Steamer^ as you will leam^ is abandoned. From the first I 
thought it a shadotcy scheme, a Henley humbug, but it locked up 
Funds." 

The steamer, however, was not abandoned until large simis had 
been advanced, and His Highness had also, subsequently, to sustain a 
lawsuit on this account. 

Mr. Torrens, besides personally disregarding the interests of His 
Highness. yiit/^rf altogether to exercise a proper supervision over the 
monies of which he had obtained the disjiosal. 

There was, at the time when the Government Securities were trans- 
ferred to the custody of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., a man 
named Lewis Tierv. who was cmj)loyed in the Palace of His Highness 
as a Mechanic and Writer. This man's position did not entitle him 
to receive orders personally from the Nawab Nazim, twr to represent 
His Highness in any way whatever. He was, in fact, employed under 
the Dewan in the ca])acity mentioned, yet on and after the 2l8t June, 
1848, we find him opening a correspondence with Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co. His first letter is as follows :— 



" To Messrs. Mackenzie. Lyall, and Co. 

*' Berhampore, 21st June, 1848. 

" Dear Gentlemen, — I am directed by His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal to request you will be good enougli to armnge to put 
aside Co.'s Rupees 25,200, and pUce the same to His Highness's 
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account, to meet the several orders His Highness intends drawing in 
favour of Mr. F. C. Lewis. 

" Yours faitlifidly, 
" (Signed) L. Tibet." 

On receipt of this letter, Messrs. Mackenzie, Ljall, and Co., who 
had hitherto only received instructions from the Agent direct, very 
properly sent a copy of it to that officer for verification and explanation. 
For reply, Mr. Torrens returned the copy, with the following memo, 
written across it : — 

" His Highness the Nawab Nazim's order to this effect wcu given to 
my knowledge. 

"(Sijgned) H. Tobbenb, 
" Officiating Agent Gk>vemor-Q«neral. 
" Berhampore, 
"June, 26th, 1848." 

About a fortnight later L. Tiery again wrote to Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co. as follows : — 
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Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., 



" Exch^iffe. 
" Deab Gentlemen, — I beg to advise, by the order of His Highness 
the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, that, I have drawn on you, payable at 
sight, in favour of Sadud[ Ally Khan, the Aruzbagee, Co.'s Rupees 
10,000, being the amount available on account of His Highness. 

" Yours feithftdly, 

" (Signed) L. Tiebt. 
" Berhampore, 
" 14th July, 1848." 

On the same day he also sent the following letter to the same 
Firm : — 

" Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., 
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Exchange. 
Deab Gentlemen, — I beg to enclose an onler in favour of Meer 
Saduck Aly Elhan the Aruzbagee, endorsed over to you, and request you 
will be good enough to credit the same in that gentleman^s account till 
further instructions. 

•* Yours faithfully, 

" (Si^ed) . ' L. TiEBY. 
Berhampore, 
14th July, 1848." 






Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co. sent a copy of these two letters to 
Mr. Torrens, who returned them with a memorandum, of which the 
!«ubjoined is a copy : — 

I 2 
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•* I haye been informed by Mr. Tiery that this order has been given, 
and that personally to him by the Nazim, and / believe the sttUemeni 
to be true. 

" (Signed) H. ToRBEys, 

" Officiating Governor-General's Agent. 
•• July 2l8t, 1848.' 
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In the first of these Memoranda, the Agent speaks of the order to 
Mr. Tiery as being given to his knotjoledge ; in the second he expresses 
Aw belief in the trutli of Mr. Tiery's st^ilcment. The result was that 
Messrs. Mackenzie, Lvall, and Co., not only attended to tlie orders con- 
veyed in the above letters, but from tluit time accepted L. Tiery as a 
confidential Agent of His Highness — a po^iition he never occupied. In 
this transaction it is dilficult to tell whicli to reprcliend the most — the 
carelessness and negligence of the Agent, or the easy faith of the 
Financial Agents he liad selected for His Highness. On receiving a 
copy of Lewis Tiery's firet letter, the Agent's plain duty was to have 
satisfied himself, by some communication with His Highness, as to the 
position the writer held in His Highness's Establishment. This he 
neglected to do, even when a second opportunity was oHered hira. Nay, 
in this last instance, he in a manner pledged his faith for that of La. 
Tiery. The facts are that, Tiery was never authorized to act on the 
part of His Highness, and that, as far as His Highness's orders are con- 
cerned, the letters of that individual are barelacod forgeries. More- 
over, Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., finding him supported by the 
Agent, afterwards invariably acted on his letters without reference and 
without question. The consequences need not be detailed. 

Meer Saduck Ally Khan, the Aruzbagec, mentioned in the letters of 
Lewis Tiery quoted above, was a person high in the confidence of the 
Agent, but a man originally of no standing or position, and one who 
could neither rtad nor write. Tliat he enjoyed tlu^ fullest confidence of 
the Agent is shown from the fact tliat wIumi the Xawab Na/.im proceeded 
to Calcutta early in 18 W to pay a vii<it to the Governor-General, Lord 
Dalhousie, Mr. Torrens selected Meer Saduck Ally Khan to accompany 
His Highness, and at the same time he ordered Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co., to pay to Meer Saduck Ally Khan large sums of money 
of which ihe Meer was entrusted with the expenditure. The favouritism 
here shown by Mr. Torrens will be obvious when it is known that in 
selecting the Aruzbagee — an officer answering to the Chief Usher — to 
accompany His Highness — he forbade the two higliest Officers of His 
Highness's Court, vit., the Dewan Kajah Seetanath Bose Bahadoor, 
and the Nawab Nazir Darab Ally Khan Bahadoor to leave Moorsheda- 
bad. Again, the importance of Meer Saduck Ally seems to hare 
sprung up about the time the papers wei-e made over to Messrs. Mao- 
kenzie, Lyall, and Co., as within a fortnight from that time i^Ir. Torrena 
had ordered them to make over to the Meer, more than tun and a halj 
lakhs of Rupees (£25,000). Saduck Ally Khan died shortly after His 
Highness's visit to Calcutta, but in the meantime upwards ot «fx 
lakhs (£60,000) had been made over to him by Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co., either by the order of Mr. Torrens direct, or in com- 
pliance with the orders of Lewis Tiery ; and when he died he was 
found to be worth several lakht ! His importance in the transactions 
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with Messrs. Mackenzie, Ljall, and Co. « will, however, be rendered still 
more obvious bv a perusal of Mr. Torrens' own letter quoted elsewhere. 

Before referring to these documents, it may, perhaps, be advisable to 
mention the circumstances connected with the purchase of the Midn»- 
pore Estate. It mav also be well to state here, that although the osten- 
sible reason brought forward by Mr. Torrens to induce His Highness to 
consent to his haviui^ the control of the savings of His Highnesses 
minority was the desirability of so large a sum being expended in the 
purchase of landed Estates, yet of the whole sum of Rupees 19,81,300, 
(£198,130) only five lakhs and a hatj (£55,000) were expended in 
buying the Estate in Midnapore and nineteen grants in the Soonder- 
buns. The last was anything but a* profitable investment, seeing 
that the grants hud mostly to be cleared of jungle, &c., before they 
could be expected to attract settlers, and even then their only crop for 
several years would have been an inferior sort of rice. To return, 
however, to the Midnapore Estate, Mr. Torrens of his own authority 
had appointed a manager of the landed estate of His Highness in 
the person of a Mr. Alexander McArthur. This person was to receive 
in return for liis services Rupees 1,300 (£130) per mensem, salary, 
together with a commission of 10 per cent., and he was further 
to have an office found him next to the Extkange^ the business 
es>tablishment of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., and was to have all 
his travelling and other expenses paid. The Midnapore Estate was 
about this time put up for sale by the Authorities ybrarrrarj of Revenue 
— a sale which translerred the Estate free of all encumbrance^ which 
existed after the permanent settlement of 1793. This Estate was bought 
in his own name by Mr. McArthur, on account of His Highness, for 
Rupees 86,000 (£8,600) at the Collector's auction. By a private 
arrangement, however, entered into between Mr. McArthur and a 
person named John Campton Abbott, who was, or pretended to be, the 
owner of the Estate, the diflerence between the price of the Estate 
at the Collector s sale, and Rupees 3,00,000 (£30,000), or Rupee* 
2,14,(XX) (£21,400), was paid to Mr. Abbott in satisfaction of his pre- 
sumed claim, and out of this sum Mr. McArthur received, as his 
share, under the name of commission, no less than Rupees 30,(X)0 
(£3,000) ; that Mr. Torrens was aware of this, may be gathered from the 
deiwsition of Mr. McArthur, and from Mr. Torrens' own letters. Mr. 
McArthur, in his reply to His Highness's suit, says, " And this de- 
ponent further saith that at the time of the said sale of the said Estate 
lor arreart of Revenue, the said Estate was the property of Mr. John 
Campton Abbott, and that by an afrreement in writing, made between 
the said John Campton Abbott and this deponent, so authorized and 
acting as aforesaid under such instnurtion as aforesaid, and with the 
full knowitdi^e and consent of the said GovemoT'GeneraC s ^geut^ and as 
this deponent believes, of the naid complainant himself^ previous to the 
said sale, it was agreed that the price of the said Estate should be three 
kkhs (£30,000)." 

Mr. rorrens, in his letter of 1 1th May, 18i8, wrote as follows : — " The 
Midnapore Zoiuindarics, in the district of that name, was, after much 
deliberation, taken of its owner, Mr. Abbott, for three lahhs o/* Rupees 
(£30,000), under the stipulations duly set forth in a deed of settlement 
between Mr. McArthur and himself. It was finally purchased by Mr. 
McArthur, at the Midnapore Collector's sale, on 29th April, in his 
name for tlic Xazim." Mr. McArthur states that he belteved hiincelf 
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to be acting with the consent and knowledge *^ of the said complainant 
himself," a statement for which he had no foundation whatever, as A« 
vxu appointed by Mr. Torretut, and conducted liis business entirelr 
with that gentleman. At that time the account of His Higliness's 
funds, in the hands of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lvall, and Co., stood in 
their books in the name of " H. Torrens, Officiating Agent to the 
Qt)vemor-General, Moorshedabad," and on tlie 29th April, 1848, that 
account was debited with the sum of rhree lakhs " cash (£30,000) 
paid for the Midnapore Estate ;" as might be expected from the 
extract given above from Mr Torrens' letter, that item was passed in 
the account as correct. There can be no difficidty in determining 
the character of the part played by Mr. McArthur in the purchase 
of this Midnapore Estate, and it is scarcely to be doubted that if 
he were not directly aided by the Agent, that officer showed an utter 
disregard of all business etiquette, which it is difficult to account for 
on any other supposition. Mr. McArthur in his deposition stated 
that he beUeved the Estate to be worth rather more than 40,000 
Rupees (£4,000) per annum after paying the Government revenue. 
If this were the case, or if the Estate were even worth three lakh* 
(£30,000), it may be asked, whether in so rich a district as Midnapore, 
it is likely tliat the surrounding Zemindars would have allowed so 
valuable an estate to be sold to a stranger for £8,600, little more 
than twoyears purchase, or one third of what they knew to be itA real 
value. The facts and circimistances adduced above are sufficiently im- 
portant in themselves to cast grave doubts on the motives and conduct 
of Mr. Torrens in disjiosing of the large sums over wliich he had 
obtained command, but there is docimientary evidence which will, as 
it were, convict Mr. Torrens out of his o\*ni mouth, and whi jh will bring 
the blame to him, of all that His Highness has ever urged against him. 
That this evidence only transpired after Mr. Torrens' death, frees Hi» 
Highness from all imputations of bringing a charge ag» in s^t a man who 
has gone to his long account ; and it shoidd rather bo regarded as a 
misfortime, that His Highness should be unable to place certain ques- 
tions in their proper light, without, at the same time, being compelled 
to bring grave charges against the chanicter of a deceased Agent. 
Luckily, Mr. Torrens has written letters whicli, in tliemselves, are a 
sufficient accusation against himself Tliese letters, which liave been 
alluded to above, are now given in full. On the 19th July, 1848, 
Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., rendereil tlieir accounts to Mr. Tor- 
rens as ^g'ent to the Govf r nor- Genera I entrusted with the management 
of His Highness's funds. The accounts, as they stood, appear not to 
have been satisfactory to the Agent, as about a month after their 
receipt, he penned the following letter to Mr. Donald McCidlum, a 
memoer of the finn of Mackenzie Lyall, and Company : — 

"Berhamjwre, August 23rd. 
"My Deau Sik, — Yours of the 9th July tiinie to hand with the 
accoimt. Mr. Ticry, the Accountant here, suggests it as expedient not 
to put the paper in yet, although I have looked over the items and found 
them unexceptionable. The fact is, that the account as it stands would 
not be understood by the Meer and the Eunuchs, and would purpoxely 
be misundertood by the Rajah. I must, I fear, induct you into the 
iMMcA of out intriguer; the R.'s shares in which, and object, is best 
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Bhown by his depreciation of our Qt)vemmoiit Securities, to get the 
papers indorsed to him of an Estate in Ceylon (nice investment) 
belonging to a high personage mortgaged to us. He is at the bottom 
of a great deal of mischief, and has been unceasing in his efforts to dis- 
credit me at Head-quarters, as I side with no one, and am well with all, 
which does not suit his books, as the Agent should be, he thinks, in 
his hands, as old Raper was through his own creatures, against whom 
ho carried on a farce of bitter emnity for three years, while these 
rascals pillaged the Nizamut and underliand gave half to the honest 
Rajah. Ho is at the bottom of a sea of Tillany, besides being now in 
that stage of a Bengali's life when he is morally trading on his capital, 
i. «., making money by roguery on a previous good character. 

" Tke entry * paid to Mfer Saduck yilii hy order of H. Torrens* a ptain 
and umple matter as we understand it^ is enough in the handt of a rogue 
to bring vie into the Supreme Court on a charge of collusion unth that 
person to enrich ourselves with the Nazim*s money. It is not as H. Tor- 
rens, but at the Governor- General' s ^gent^ in whose name the paper ttoodf 
that I interfered in the matter^ and the sums transferred to the Meer 
were by the Nazim's order communicated through the Govemor- 
Generafs Agent. It was only as such (professiomJly) that / inter- 
posrd to protect the young man's interests^ and this was a bit of moral 
courage, that I do not think many of my Service would have ventured 
on. Will you prepense this matter please, and let me hear irom you ? 
You understand that I am indulging the ^dndictiveness of a Beneali 
disappointed of the use of nineteen lakhs of Rupees, which he has 
for years been looking forward for, and that I must walk very warily, 
for the fellow is a type of his race for cunning. Could you enter * to 
Meer S. A. by order of the Nazim as per account* rendered* I have 
nothing to do in the matter, and the mention of my name is really cal- 
culated to do me injuiy in the way in which it stands. Whereas the 
monies paid to the Meer as His Highnesses managing man^ were all as 
per account rendered to the Rajah, or to Mr. Tiery, the Accountant, 
or for goods with your knowledge, and extricate me, please, from the 
difficulty I stand in. Or if vou cannot alter your books, I must address 
Government. The imputation of mixing myself up with the mitsing 
money for the Nazim would be just Maclean's case at Madras over 
again, and the imputation only would suffice to lose me this appointment. 

" Let me have a not<) of the costs of remittance to Carter, as it ij> 
made not on my own, but a pubUc account, and I must get reimbursed. 

** Pardon me^ but I have mtssed noting the important point of the head- 
ing. Why not ' His Highness the Nawab Nazim in account^ SfC, Hfc. V 
He is a man, a major in years, and my trust charge of his affairs 
ceases 

" The steamer, as you will learn, is abandoned. From the first i 
thought it a shadowy scheme — a HenleT humbug — but it locked up 
funds. 

" Between ourselves, the Government, I fancy, expect the Nazim not 
to press them for two lakhs of Rupees granted for building puqwses, 
and he muii build what is to be done ? 

" I hoj)e all's well witli you at home ; my babes are well, but wife 
poorly. 

" Yours verv truly, 

" H. TOKHEKS." 
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Fire dajs later, Mr. Torrens wrote again to Mr. McCallum w» 
under : — 

" Berbampore, August 28th. 
•* My Deab Sir, — 1 should not, perhaps, have quoted Mr. Tiery, 
whose suggestion simply was that 1 should not put these accounts in 
the hands of the Rajah, titi the balance was a httU square^ knowing as 
he does the sort of things tliat are said in the Nizamut as to the 
expending of money. 

" / am ^lad you can alter the heading and entries. 
" I need not sav, that in all financial transactions for and on account 
of the Nizamut, I have the most implicit confidence in your »kili and 
judgment^ having so long hod experience of the mode in which your 
^rm does busiuesd. 

" Yours. &c., 

"H. Torrens." 

The more important passages in the above letters were underlined 
for obvious reasons. In the interval which elapsed between them, Mr. 
Torrens would seem to have received an intimation from Mr. McCullum, 
that he would comply with the Agent's wishes. In reading the first 
of these letters one is stnu*k with the manner in which Mr. Torrens, 
whilst pleading his own aiuse, does so in a way to frighten the firm 
into his views. He fears the effect of certain items in the accounts in 
the hands of " a rogue." But he had previously indi'^ated who that 
rogue was likely to be, and given him such a character as to make him 
an object of fear in the eyes of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall and Co. Mr. 
Torrens further remarks, that if the firm cannot alter their books, he 
" must address the Government," and that " the imputation would be 
sufficient to lose him his appointment.'" And, of course, in either case, 
the firm would lose their post of financial agents. All these reasons, 
combined, induced them at once to alter not only the hendtng of their 
accounts, but the entries in these accounts. The effect of these altera- 
tions would be, of course, to remove the responsibility from the Agent 
to His Hichness the Nawab Xazini. Mr. I'orrons was aware that the 
entries relating to Meer Saduck Ally Khan were sullicirnt to briuij him 
into the Supreme Court, and hence, in order to persuade Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall and Co., to consent to alter their book-*, he asserted 
what was not true, that " the sums transferred to the Meer were by 
the Nazim's order" He also mentions the Meer as *' His Highness s 
managing man." The fact being, as before stated, tliat His Highnesses 
managing man was the Devan Nizamut, Rajah Seetanath Bose Baha- 
door, and that the Meer occupied a post answering only to that of Chief 
Usher. 

These letters, besides throwing some light on Mr. Torrens' relations 
with Meer Saduck Ally Khan, reveal also the ])ositiou of Mr. Tiery, 
who is called the Accountant, and who appears as tlic confidential 
adviser of Mr. Torrens, in pointing out to him the necessity of with- 
holding the accounts from ** the hands of the Rajah till the balance n^as 
a little squared It may possibly excite some surprise that the accounts 
should be rendered to the Rajah, considering that Meer Saduck Ally 
Khan was thr maimjjinr: man o^ His Highnpss. 
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The ffubject of the contract for the purchase of a steamer has been 
already touched upon ; but it may be useful to place the sentences, " it 
locked up funds," and he " must build." as seeming to show that Mr. 
Torrens had an object in dissipating His Highness' s funds. 

Mr. Torrens speaks of " the mitsing moneif for the Nasim." What 
this niig»in^ mouty was Mr. Torrens nerer informed His Highness, nor 
has His Higliness ever liad in liis possession letters or accounts which 
coidd directly enlighten him on this point. 

The only evidence which appears to bear on this subject is the follow- 
ing letter, addressed to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., by the 
Agent to the Governor-General at Moorshedabad : — 

*• Allipore, April 20th. 1848. 
" Messrs. Macesnzik, Lyaix, aitd Co. 

** Deas Sibb, — From the amount of funds belonging to His High- 
ness, the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, now in your hands for investment » 
have the goodness to assign, by His Highnesses desire, the sum of two 
lakhs (rupees 2,00,000) . to the credit of Meer Saduck Ally Khan, to 
enable him to discharge obligations now incurred, or to be incnrredy 
under instnictions by them for tlie Nazim. 

*' You will be good enough to adjust payments to Meer Saduck Ally 
Khan in such a way as may best serve the interests of His Highness, 
while at the same time satisfying the Meer, and, at your leisure, inform 
me of your arrangements for His Highness's information. 

" I am, yours faitlifullv, 

" H. TORKENS, 

*' 0% G. G.'s Agent for G. G. the 
»' N. N. of Bengal." 

Under the date of this letter the following entry appeared in the 
original accoimts of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall and Co. :— 

" 20th April, 1848. To cash paid, third instalment assigned to Meer 
Saduck Ally Khan, Aruzbagee, as directed by H. Torrens, Esq., in hia 
letter of this day, rupees 2,00,000." There is nothing whatever on 
record to sliow what became of the large amount thus paid away by 
order of Mr. Torrens. It is important, however, to observe that 
although Mr. Torrens only received authority to di{»ix)se of the savings 
of His Highness's minority on tlie 22nd of February, 18i8, yet this sum 
of rupees 2,00,000 paid to Meer Saduck Ally Khan on 'the 20th of 
April, 1848, was not the/ Airi/'*ii*i/fl//«<rn/," butthe/^m/"amoMn/," for a 
purpose wliich now here appears. It only remains to remark that a 
knowledge of tliese transactions, revealed in these letters, only came 
out in the trial of the suit which His Higliness instituted in 1854 
against Messrs. Mackenzie. Lyall, and Co. 

All that has been mentioned above as reUecting on the conduct of 
Mr. Torrens has been taken from the records of that trial ; nothing 
has been advanced which cannot be supported by docimientar}- evi- 
dence, if not by the papers Gled in tlie suit. Tlie force of the facts 
now brought forwarrl compelled the late Governor- Genera I to ac-- 
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knowledge that the fwt* of tlie case, as judged by the eridenee of liis 
own letters, was most condemnatory of the conduct of Mr. Torrcni. 
No allusion lias been made in this narrative to Mr. Torrens' inter- 
ference in creating new posts in the Nizamut Service, and in inducting 
men of his own into situations without His Highnesses permission ; 
nor to the case of jevoelt^ which he suggested should be presented to 
Lady Dalhousie. His letters show that he acted independentlj of His 
Highness, whom he never condescended to consult y and that he in- 
variably acted, as he phrases it, " professionally " as A(jent to the 
Oorernar- General at Moorshedabad. 

Can it be doubt4'd that in obt^iining tlie uncliallenged use of so large 
a sum as nearly twenty Im's of Rupees (£200,(X)0), he was actmited by a 
desire to enrich himself at the expense of His Highness, and that in 
furtherance of tliis object, he acted in collusion with Mecr Saduck Ally 
Khun and I-^^wis Tiery ? The result w»u», that funds which, rightly ap- 

1)lied, miglit have materially ministered to the honour and dignity of Hi« 
lighness tlie Nawab Nazim, and which might have secured him 
from pecuniar}' difiiculties and embarrassments during his life, and 
wljich being at his own sole disposal, might have enabled hhn to 
pi-ovide for his family in a manner suitable to their rank and ex- 
pectations, without seriously encroaching on other fimds of the 
Kizamut in the hands of the Gk)vcnnnent ; these funds so vast, and 
so capable of benefiting His Highness, of securing the increased ease 
and happiness of his family, were squandered unthout His Highns9»^9 
knowledge^ and in ' defiance of all principles of honesty^ and official 
propriety^ by the man, who, on all occasions, was ))re8umed to be His 
Highnesses best friend^ and who, invariably, jisserted that all he 
ditl was as tlie trusted representative of the Bhitisu Govern- 
ment. 

(Copy.) 
No 46 of 1853. 

From the Agent Goveunor-General at Moorshedabad 
to Cecil Beadon, Esq., Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal. 

Fort William, 
Dated Berhami)ore, 12th April, 1853. 

Sir, — I have the honour to transmit for the information of the 
Most Noble the Oovcrnor of Bengal cojiies oi the documents noted 
in the margin, and beg to offer the following observations : — 

2. My predecessor, Mr. Money, in his desjiatch to Gt)vemnient re- 
garding the accounts of the mmority of His Highncsis the Nawab 
Nazira, states, " on the Ist of Sciitembcr, 1847, there were in the 
possession of the Government Agent, Government securities apper- 
taining to the Nawab Nazim to the amount of Company's Rupees 
19,81,300, and in cash Rupees 31,334-10-1, and that in the months 
of February and March, 1819, the whole of those securities were 
under the instnu^tions from the lute Agent, Mr. Torrens, delivered to 
Me^rs. Miu'kenzic, Lyall, and Co., leaving in tlic hand? itf llic Govern- 
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ment Agent on the SOth of April, 1852, a balance only of Rupees 
415-8-2. 

"The accounts submitted to His Highness by Mackenzie, LjaU, 
and Co., show a most profuse expenditure of the large fortune that 
had been laid by so carefully during his minority. Seventeen lacs 
were expended in less than two months, and the entire capital was 
dissipated in less tlian two years, leaving the Nawab Nazim a debtor in 
their books. 

** His Highness is anxious that the accounts should bo carefully 
sifted, and if any sums have been improperly expended, or paid 
away without due authority, measures may be taken for their re- 
covery.'.' 

3. Mr. Money, at the Nawab Kazim's request, called upon Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in his letter dat«d the 14th September, 
1862, for authenticated copies of all the vouchers in their ixwseaiiion 
by which they had paid away monies on His Highness's account, 
specifying the names of the persons who drew on them for the dif- 
ferent sums charged in their account current, and the names of the 
parties to whom the money was actually paid. 

4. Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in reply, refer Mr. Money 
to the detailed accounts rendered by them to the Nizamut alleging 
that they contain the information called for, and offering to jirepare 
the voluminous vouchers for the insi)ection in their office of any 
party duly authorised to examine them. 

5. By desire of the Nawab Nazim, Mr. Money wrote to Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., informing them that His Highness had 
given full authority to Mr. R. D. Turn uU, a gentleman residing in 
Calcutta, of high character, and an excellent accountant, to examine 
all His Highness's accounts, and requesthig them to furnish Mr. 
TumbuU with all the vouchers connected with the accounts sub- 
mitted by them to His Highness, tlu\)ugh the late Agent, Mr. 
Torrens. 

6. In reply Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., inform Mr. Tumbull 
in a letter dated the 10th November, 1852, that they are quite pre- 
dared to submit for his inspection, in their office, all the vouchers 
for the accounts rendered by them to His Highness on tlie under- 
standing that in so far as they are concerned no attempt is contem- 
plated of re-openi»ff these accounts which they allege were so long 
ago furnished by them, and which were subsequently dehberately 
auditod, settled, and passed by His Highness, and further that some 
vaUd reason must be assigned for the re-examination of accounts 
wliich have been deliberately closed, before they can consent to the 
re-opening of them. 

7. Mr. Tumbull then requested Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and 
Co. to let him know who had examined the vouchers relating to the 
accounts which His Higlmess the Nawab Nazim had handed over 
to him for examination, and which vouchers they object to produce 
unlras it is distinctly understood that no attempt is to be made to 
re-open their '* settled accounts;" Mr. Tumbull further request<?d 
them to fumish him with a copy of the letter in which His Highness's 
satisfaction of the correctness oi the accounts is ex]>rcssed. 

8. Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in reply, refer Mr. Turn- 
bull to their former commimicution to liini dutcd the 10th instant. 
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9 It will he observed that Messrs. Mackenzie, Ljall, and Co., 
will not produce tlie vouchers for Mr. Tumbull's inspection except 
under the distinct understandhif^ that no attempt should be made 
to re-opcn their " settled accounts ;" a proviso to wliich His High- 
ness wouhl not give liis consent, having no retY>llection whatever 
tliat ]je had ever s^ccn or approved the accounts, or in any way given 
his sanction to their being settled an<l parsed. I then placed myself, 
at His lliglincss's rc(|U(.»?jt, in conununication with Messrs. Allan 
and Tliomas, Attorneys-at- Law, and directed tliem to write to Messrs. 
Mackenzie. Lyall. and Co rc<iucsting them to fumisli either Mr. 
Turnbull or myself with such proofs jw might be at hand in verifica- 
tion of the accounts submitted by them to the Nawab, embracing 
transactions from February, IHIH. to 30th of April, 1819, during which 
time they hiwl acted as His Higlincss's Agents. 

10. 1, at the same time, told Messrs Allan and Tliomas to intimate 
to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., that in seeking for information 
about the ivccounts, His Highness had no desirt» or intention to assail 
the accounts with any view to cau-ie them trouble, loss, or injury, on 
the contniry, that His Highness will, as far as he possibly can do so, 
facilitate the nu'ans of proof whirh they may have to ofl'cr, and will 
approve and all(>w all such items as in justice and fairness belong to 
liis Higliness's accounts. 

11. Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in their note date 17th Jan., 
1H53, in reply stated, that the death of their book-teeper, who com- 
piled the a/^counts in quest i(m, tlie indispo.sition of Mr. MeCallum (one 
of the partners), from which ho was just recovering, the years that 
have passed awny since the transactions alluded to were closed, "wrill 
o<-casion a search amonj; records long since ])ut aside, and necessarily 
cause a considerable delay in laying their hands on the voluminous 
papers appertaiuinir to these operations. 

12. That they will, however, have the task set about forthwith, and 
when the documcTits are in train. Messrs. Allan and Co. will be again 
communicated with, but much time will be required for the purpose, 
as the prt»sent is their busy season, and it would be most inconvenient 
to have their current business interrupted. 

13. In consequence of tlie circum>tances disclosetl in evidence at 
the recent trial for perjury against Mr. Ticry, and particularly advert- 
ing to the evidence of Mr. I). •MeCallum, one of the members of the 
firm of Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co. (a witness for the defence), it 
ai>peared to His Highness tlie Xawab Nuzim to be necessary for the 
protection of His HiLrhness's interests, that suits should be immediately 
ct>ramencevl agtiinst Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., and Mr. Tiery, for an 
account and reimbursement of the various sums received, and applied 
by them 

1 i. The evidence at the trial shows that the greatest irregularity, 
and even fraud, had in many instances been practised on the Nawab 
in the application of the enormous sums allegetl to have been disbursed 
on his account, and Mr. McCallum's own evidence establishes that 
what he did was under Mr. Tierys authority, and without the sanction 
or appmval of His Hiuhne^s, then^fore it became evident that the 
sooner the extent and liability incurred by the-e jvirtijs can be ascer- 
tained, the sooner will the anio mt improiHM-ly ajiplitnl, nud disbursed, 
be recovcrwt. 
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15. His Highness seeing that no time should be lost in adopting 
legal steps against both Messrs. Mackenzie, Ljall, and Co., and Mr. 
Tiery, signed two Retainers, empowering Messrs. Allan and Thomas, 
attomejs-at-law, to prosecute in the Supreme Court the above suits. 

16. Before the trial of Mr. Tiery, a General Retainer, on belialf of 
His Highness, had been given to Mr. Ritchie, as senior counsel, and 
Mr. Cowie, as junior counsel, and since tlie trial Mr. Peterson had been 
added, as it was througli his means that such important information 
was obtained on the trial as to the merits of the Nawab's claims. 

17. His Highness hopes shortly to learn that bills liave been filed 
on his behalf against Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co and Mr 
Tiery. 

18. Meanwhile, it is desirable that the fact of the intended suits 
should be kept secret until the suits have been actually instituted. 

19. His Highness would be glad to learn tliat these proceedings 
had met with the approval of the Most Noble the Governor of 
Bengal. 

I have. &c., 
(Signed) G. H Macoregor. 

Agent Governor-General. 
Office of A- G. G., Moorshedabad, 
12th April, 1853. 

The action instituted by the Nawab against the mer- 
cantile firm in Calcutta, the agents of Mr. Torrens, for the 
recovery in part or altogether of the sums they held 
for him having been afterwards stopped at the instigation 
of the Government, the Nawab was hopelessly debarred 
from obtaining his rights either in his political or his 
social position, and has ever since waited patiently to 
appeal to British Justice for the recovery of this and 
others of his lawful dues, which should long since have 
been accorded to him in full by the Government of India. 

In 1848, the Governor- General, the Earl of Dalhousie, 
on his arrival in India, addressed His Highness in the 
following terms : — 

From the Earl of Dalhousie, K.T., to Nawab Stud 
MdNSooB Ali Khan Behadoor, Nuseut Juno {the 
present Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa), 
dated \Wi January^ 1848. 

** Nawah Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brotlier, 
may peace be witli you- 
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** After expressing wishes words cannot describe for a joyful meeting 
" what I have now the pleasure officially to announce, You will hare 
** heard through the ordinary channel, my appointment of Govemor- 
** General of India ; I arrived at Calcutta and assumed the duties of 
" my office on the 12th January, 1848. 

" Your Highness may be assured tliat this friend is desirous, and 
" beni heart and soul to do all he can to knit the ties of attachment 
** and friendship^ and to connect the bonds of harmony and concord 
** between the Honourable East India Company and Your Highness, 
*' and that personal sentiments of the highest regard and esteem 
•* should confirm the Relations between us, while zealously striving to 
** promote the interest, establish the authority and maintain the best 
** understanding between all tlie states and Sirdars of Hind, uid the 
*• Deccan, and this High and Paramount power by strict observance 
** of word and bond, and enduring fulfilment of Compact and TrecUy 
** in terms of existing conditions^ stipulations and articles arran^e^ 
" and concerted. 

** You have my hearty good will, and wish You well, 

*' (Signed) Dalhousib." 

The name of Lord Dalhousie is well known to readers of 
Indian history as connected with the policy of annexation 
and spoliation which carried out in India during his 
administration, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the 
Home Government and of the Native Princes who 
suffered by it. The Policy of unscrupulously setting aside 
all sense of Public faith and honour, and openly violating 
treaties and engagements of the most solemn kind under 
the most slender pretexts, and without mature considera- 
tion, cannot possibly be justified. There can be but little 
doubt that the annexation of Oude and other arbitrary 
acts committed by Lord Palhousie caused His Lordship 
to l)e looked upon as the despoiler of Indian Princes, 
and set on foot that feeling of disaffection amongst the 
allies and tributaries of the British Government in India, 
which eventually led to the dreadful crisis in 1857 know 
as the Indian Mutiny or Sepoy Rebellion. The present 
Nawab Nazim did not escape the general spoliation, for 
he was also treated with gross injustice by the Noble 
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Lord, yet be quietly bore up against tbe indignities 
offered bira, and in 1857 was found one of tbe few faitbful 
allies of tbe Britisb in India, as will bereafter be sbown. 

From 1848, tbe year in wbicb Lord Dalbousie entered 
upon bis duties as tbe head of tbe Administration in 
India^ till 1854^ be bad in vain sougbt for some pre- 
text wbereupon to assault tbe hereditary rank, privileges, 
and dignity of tbe Nawab Nazim and Soubabdar of 
Bengal, Bebar, and Orissa ; but in 1854 an accident 
suggested to tbe Noble Lord a favourable opportunity 
for breaking tbe pledges given by tbe British Govern- 
ment to support this Prince and bis family for ever, and 
to observe an inviolate adherence to tbe obligations of 
Public Faith and Honour. His Lordship at once took 
advantage of this accident for inflicting upon His High- 
ness summary injustice, by depriving bim and bis 
family at once of their rights and privileges, and tbe 
immunities and protection wbicb they before possessed 
of carrying on all legal proceedings through tbeir 
Attorney or tbe Agent Governor-General. The Regula- 
tions of 1805, 1806, and 1823 were repealed, and Act 
XX Vli of 1854 was arbitrarily framed. His Lordship 
baving ignored tbe rights and claims of His High- 
ness which were secured by Treaty — reduced bis 
salute from nineteen to thirteen guns, and prevented 
bis going on future shooting excursions except under 
Police Surveillance, withholding at tbe same time 
tbe sums of money set apart for bis expenses on those 
occasions. With regard to tbe several Trusts or Funds 
that bad been established out of the Nawab's money 
and styled by tbe Court of Directors " the Sacred In* 
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heritance of the Nizamut famiVy," His Lordship declared 
they were all public money, aini proposed that they 
should be converted into " a Book Debt bearing no In- 
ierest,'* although the money was or ought to have been 
invested in Government Securities, bearing interest, 
*' which was to bt acefntnted for to the Naicab " (Pages 61 
and 7V). But what was the accident which led to all this 
injustice ? The followirg correspondence will show. His 
Lordship seemed determined to carry out certain ends, 
and with this object held the Nawab responsible for a 
criminal act committed in his cumj* while on a shooting 
excursion, of which he neither knew anything at the 
time nor heard of for a long time afterwards, and of 
which His Highness's servants even, who were accused 
of complicity, were declared innocent after a threefold 
trial. Several English gentlemen (Mr. Garrett, Judge of 
Bhurboom, an»l the Honourable Ashly Eden, Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, and others) were present 
with His Highness in the Camp. Yet neither they nor 
His Highness heard a word about the afifair till some 
months afterwards, when suspicion was awakened that 
something wrong had been done by somebody. This 
led to an inquiry into the affair by His Highness, and 
afterwards to the public trials, first by Native and then 
by English Judges. The princi[)al actor in the tragedy, 
a stranger in the Camp, was never caught, he having 
made his escape before the Camp returned. 

To gentlemen of the legal profession this case will 
furnish much interest, aud exhibit the arbitrary power 
exerted by the Governor-General of India, not only against 
a Native Prince, but also against the patient investiga- 
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tions of Courts of Justice presided over by English 
Judges ! 

MUBDEB CA.8E. 

From the Secretary to the Govemtnent of Bengal, to the 
Govemor-QeneraVs Agent^ Moobshedabad. 

Dated Fort William, 15tli Nov., 1853. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Most Noble the Ghjyemor of Bengal to forward 
for your information, and for the purpose hereinafter mentioned, copj 
of a letter from Mr. E. T. Treyor, who was entrusted with the prose- 
cution of Aman Ali Khan and others, on a charge of wilful murder, 
together with two printed copies of the judgments of the S^sions and 
Nizamut Courts on the case. 

2. Whatever view may be taken of the judicial decision of the lower 
tribunal as regards Aman Ali Khan, and the other criminals, who 
have been acquitted on all the counts of the charge, the fact is estab- 
lished bj the conviction of five of the prisoners, that a gross and 
horrible act of cruelty extending over several days, commencing with 
the torture of two suspected persons, and ending with their death, was 
committed in the camp of the Nawab Nazim by persons either in his 
ssrvice, or under his authority, and within fifty yards of His Highness's 
own tent ; Aman Ali Khan the chief eunuch, by his own admission, 
was cognizant of the outrage, he heard in his tent the cries of the 
victims, though his tent was pitched on the opposite side of the Nawab 
Nazim's tent to that near which the torture was inflicted, and it is in 
evidence that the same cries were heard by others in the camp. 
Though this atrocious crime was committed in the district of Malda, 
during the first five days of April, no information of its occurrence was 
given to the police of that district, or to any other public officer. On 
the contrary, it was given out, apparently on authority, that the men 
died of cholera, and it was not until the 1st of May, after the return of 
the camp to Moorshedabad, that a report of the real circumstances 
reached the magistrate of the district, and led to the inquiry which 
terminated in the trial. 

8. The Governor of Bengal cannot consent to permit this matter to 
rest at the point to which the judicial decision of the Sudder Court has 
left it. It is quite necessary, in his Lordship's opinion, that the 
Nawab Nazim, in whose camp, and under whose very eyes this 
monstrous outrage upon humanity has been peipetrated, should be 
required to give an explanation of his conduct in the matter ; Uiat 
measures should bo taken to mark the sense entertained by the GK>vem- 
ment of such proceedings, and that safeguards should be provided 
against repetition of them in future. 

4. The history of the case, as it affects the Nnwab Nazim and the 
eunuchs, his servants, is as follows : — 
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5. His Highness, during his htto shooting excursion in the diatriofe ci 
Malda, pitched his camp, on the 30th March at the Tillage of Banpoor. 
the murdered men, Hingoo, a Fakeer, and Muddee, the son of a Golaii 
in the serrice of the Nazim, accompanied the camp. The perBona 
named in the margin formed part of His Highness smte, and or tl&eBe, 
Syud Iman Ali was Urzbegj of the Palace, and Aman Ali Khan, the 
chief and confidential eunuch, having the general control orer all His 
Highness's arrangements during the excursion. 

6. The principal tents in the camp belonged to the Nawab Nazim, 
to Aman Ali Khan, and to the other eunuchs. His Highneaas ooea- 
pied the centre tent, one side of which was the tent of Aman Ali 
Khan, and on the other the tent of the other eunuchs. Thej are 
generally pitched at a short distance, about fiftj jards, from eadi 
other. 

7. On the morning of the 31st March, while His Highness, with tha 
greater part, of his suite, was out shooting, a box containixig prop«rtj. 
belonging to one Meah Arzoomun, was found missing. Hingoo and 
Muddee were seized on suspicion of having stolen the box, and 
throughout that daj, both before, and after His Highness's return from 
shooting, were beaten and tortured for the purpose of inducing tiiem 
to confess, and point out the property. Tlie torture was inflicted in 
the verandah of the eunuch's tent, and in a pal pitched within two 
yards of it. It was inflicted by servants of the Nawab Nazim, under 
the direction of the Urzbegy, and in the presence of all the eunuchs, 
except, perhaps, Aman AH Khan himself, and Aman Ali E^an was, 
on his own admission, cognizant of what was going on, and smi 
mes9(iget to ttop it. The beating and torture appear to have been 
continued under the same circumstances during the 1st and 2nd ApriL 
On the 3rd of April, the camp moved to Alla^ and the tortured men 
being unable to walk, were carried with the camp. There tkey smts 
attended by the native doctor to the camp, who appUed ointment and 
poultices to the wounds On the 5th, the camp moved to Qujoli, and 
there the tortured men were seen by Q-eorge Shapcott, the coachman, 
and others in the camp, in the same pal as before, with their bodies 
raw and swollen, and the native doctor inefiectually applying remedies. 
Hingoo died on that day, and Muddee the day after, both finom ths 
effect of their wounds. Certain persons in the service of the Nawab 
Nazim were summoned by a Hurkara to wash the bodies previous to 
burial, and these persons saw the state of the bodies, and knew that 
death had been caused by beating. The bodies were then buried at a 
short distance from the tents, and it was given out that the men had 
died of cholera. During tlio whole of this time, from the 3l8t March 
to the 6th April, Aman Ali Khan, and the other eunuchs dined with 
the Nawab. 

8. Although the evidence adduced on the trial was not sufficient to 
■atisfy the Court of Nizamut, Adawluth, that Aman Ali Khan and 
other eunuchs were guilty of the leyal crime of being acoessorj, or 

Srivy, to the culpable homicide of which the other prisoners were most 
eservedly convicted, and though the judicial sentence of cusqmttal 
passed by the Court is final, and respects the liability of these men to 
criminal punishment, yet the effect of that sentence is by no meant to 
relieve the eunuchs of the least degree of responsibility for their condm^ 
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io their matter, the Nawah Nazim, and still lets to relieve Ris High- 
ness from the least degree of responsibility for his own actt, and those 
of his servants to the Government under which he lives, and upon which 
he depends. 

9. His Lordship has read the judgment of the Zillah and Sudder 
Courts, and tlie arguments of the Council on both sides with great 
attention, and he rises from the perusal of them satisfied beyond aU 
recuonable doubt, not only that Aman Ali Khan and the other eunuchs 
were cogniKant of the torture of the murdered men, of their death in 
consequence of the torture, aud of the falseness of the rumour which 
ascribed their death to cholera, but that the former failed to use the 
influence he had to prevent the crime t and that the latter took an active 
part in its perpetration, 

10. In the absence of any explanation on the part of the Nawab 
Nazim, it must also be inferred from the circumstances stated on the 
trial, that His Highness, whose tent was pitched about fifty yards from 
the place where the men were tortured, and who dined daily with the 
eunuchs, was himself cognizant of the torture, of the death that ensued 
from the torture, and of the falseness of the rumour which ascribed the 
death of these men to cholera. And, if this be sOf His Highness has 
failed in his dutj to the GoTemment in not causing information of the 
crime to be giren to the proper autlioritios, and has rendered himself 
liable to a veiy serious responsibihtj. 

11. Under the circumstances above detailed, I am directed by the 
CK>yemment to request that jou will call upon the Nawab Nazim to 
state fuUj and exactly, in writing, what was his knowledge of the 
events connected with the torture and death of Hingoo and Muddee, 
both during and after their occurrence, and to explain why he failed to 
exert his authority to prevent the perpetration of so outrageous a 
crime, almost in his very presence ; why he has continued, and still con* 
tinues, to show favour and countenance to those who were concerned in, 
and cognizant of it ; and why, after the death of the murdered men, 
he did not either inform you of what had occurred, or cause information 
thereof to be ^ven to the Officers of Justice. 

12. You will request a formal interview with His Highness for the 
purpose of deUvering to him in person a copy of this letter, and joa 
will take the occasion of impressing upon His Highness the extreme 
gravity of the position in which he has pUiced himself. 

13. His Loi^ship expects an early reply to this communication. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Cecil Beadon, Esq., 
Secretary to the Gk>vemment of Bengal. 



Fort WiUiam, the 21st Oct., 1853. 

From E. Trevor, Esq., to Cecil Beadov, Esq. Secre* 
tary to the Government of Bengal, 

Sib,— 
1 have the honour to submit the following remark^ upon the jwl/tmrni 
*»/ the Sudder Nitamut, in the case of Gt>Termnent v. Aman Ali Khan» 

K 2 
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and others. I am induced to do so, as / eoMsider that the pmrtim 
rel^Mcd, were all committed to the Seftsions on a charge wkicA Ams Aeem 
f'uU^ proved agaimt every one of them (I allude to the charge of priTitr), 
hj the evidence relied on bj the Judges, hy evidence^ allowed in ita nill 
force as it stands, and by the fact $ of the case as allowed by all. 

2. The evidence against Aman Ah Khan is somewhat different finom 
that against the otlier released deiM*ndcnts, and his case I would con- 
sider st'parately. I pro)>ose, in the first place, to offer a few remarks 
upon the reasons as^signod by the Judges — for the rdcction of all the 
evidence adduced for the prosi*cution, which speaks of the active perpe- 
tration of any of t)io relcat>ed ))crsons in the torture of the deoeaaed. 
In the next place, I would coni*idor how (irrespective of thia rgected 
evidence) thf charge of privity it fully proved against all the inmiUee of 
tlie eunuchs' tent ; and lastly, how the same charge is fully proTed 
against Aman Ali Khan. 

3. First 1 would draw attention to the reasons assigned by the Judges for 
the rejection offourof the witnesses for the prosecution in these remains 
and, indeed, in all the remarks which I may consider it my duty tm 
make on thisciise. 1 trust it will not apj)ear that they are offered in ike 
ipirit of a ditappoiutrd advocate, but of one, who entrusted with the 
conduct of tliccas(\ imly after tlic committal of the accused to theSessions 
(and, therefore, in no way res|>onsible for the evidence offered in suppcnrt 
of the charges), has really some good re:«ources to assign for his bdiiei^ 
that some of the guilty parties have esniped the pimLshment doe to the 
crime proved against tliem. 

4. Jour witnesses have been rejected in foto^ Hossainee, Denoo, 
Ilurgun, and Rabaruali. Tlie first-named, was the servant of the pers(m 
whose box was said to liave been stolen, and in whose charge it then 
was, so tliat, as stated by the Court, he is the party upon whom mtjriciom 
would naturally fall ; but it is to be observed, that it does not appear, 
that suspicion did at any time attach itself to this man up to the rerj 
day of his giving evidence, he continued in tlie service of his former 
master, and it is to be ob.«<0rved, in the next pUu^, that the torture of 
the deceased took place at the end of March and beginning of April, 
and this man's evidence was taken not until the beginning of May, and 
then, no inquiry' into any thefl was being instituttnl, so that i do not see 
why he thould then be anxiout to bring the charge of ill-treating the 
deeetued home to the defendants. I am not certain that I fully under- 
stand the remtirks of the Court relative to this man, but after girinc 
them all the consideration in my power, I refer to the authentaou 
manner in which the argument is put, that the evidence of an approTer 
is to be considered as entitled to more credit than that of an ordinafy 
witness, as the former is under a special obligation to disclose the whole 
truth. I always thought that every witness was under the obligation 
of an oath to uo so, and should think that an ordinary witness under 
the obligation of an oath, was more likely to tell the truth than an 
approver — a party to the crime, under the special obligation to tell the 
tnith, on the pain of being placed again m the felon's dock — wUk 

' regard to the improbabilities in this manU evdencr. I can only say, that 
/ am credulous enough to believe them all ; and with regard to tke gr^tg 
contradictions, the Court do not say, whether the man contradicted 
himself or other witnesses. Even the learned counsel, for some of the 
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defendants, Mr. Clarke, does not accuse him of the formert and the 
points on which he contradicts the other witnesses, as given by Mr. 
Clarke, to which tent the parties accused of the theft were first taken 
on the return of His Highness from hunting on the day ol the theft, the 
position in which they were bound, the medicine applied to the wounds, 
and the manner in which thej were conveyed from one halting place 
to anotlier. In my humble opinion, confraaiction* upon the»e immediate 
pointsy rather make for the truth of the material points dipo»ed to^ particu- 
larly when it is borne in mind, that his evidence before the Judee was 
much more detailed than that before the Magistrate, and that his evi- 
dence upon nearly all the above points was elicited by quest^ions from 
the Court or the counsel for the prisoner. For instance, when this 
man said, the men were bound hand and foot, he was called on by the 
Court to show the position they were in, which he did. However, this 
person was not a mere " casual observer '* — as the other three wjected 
witnesses were, and if his evidence is contradicted by them on minor 
points, it is entitled to be believed in preference. It no where is 
asserted, to the best of my knowledge, that the evidence of this man is 
contradicted by evidence considered trustworthy by the Court. 

5. The other three witnesses arc rejected, because their evidence is 
contradicted by other evidence better entitled to credit. This is con- 
clusive. But I must be allowed to observe, that in their remarks upon 
the evidence of these men, the Judges have thrown doubts on a point, 
which was not denied by the accused themselves, viz., the presence of 
these men in the camp. It would appear that the Judges have over- 
looked a petition presented to the Magistrate by the defendants, iu 
which they allege that two of the five witnesses I withdrew, were not 
present in the camp at all, and ask permission to prove they were uot 
there. Now surely had the three witnesses, rejected by the Court, 
not been there, a similar petition would have been given them before 
the Magis^trate, and as surelv, evidence would have been offered by the 
learned counsel for Aman Ali Khan to show that the very witnesses 
who deposed to his client " having instigated and participated in the 
outrage," were not in the camp at all. 

6. Another point calling for remark is, that these witnesses being 
" casual observers," were not likely to be able to depose to particulars 
after such a lapse of time, but with all. deference I would submit that 
the death of the parties, whom these persons depose to having seen 
beaten, very shortly after the ill-treatment, being, as allowed by the 
Judges themselves, " a matter of notoriety ;" and these three witnesses 
having, according to their own uncontradicted statement, accompanied 
the camp for more than two months from first to last, it is very probable, 
nay, I may say certain, that the subject would be frequently discussed, 
and those things which would not have been remembered, perhaps, by 
a mere passer-by, became fixed in their memory ; should not the same 
objection apply to some of the evidence relied on by the Court, especially 
to that of Hadjee Monnah ? 

7. Allowing, however, that the evidence of these four witnesses is 
unworthy of any or the least credit, and putting it aside altogether, I 
do maintain, as I said before, that there is evidence sufficient to bring 
the charge of privity home to all the parties who have been released. 
I would consider first the case mwle out against the defendants, 
excepting Aman Ah' Khan, 
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8. The charge which I maintain to be fully proTed against these 
penons is thus defined by the Court of Sudder rfizamut, in a Circular, 
No. 8, dated 7th June, 1857. — ** The act which constitutes * priyity ' in 
this country, corresponds with the misprision of felony in English law, 
yiz., the concealment of a' felony which a man knows, but neyer assented 
tOi or the observing silently the commission of a felony without using 
any endeayours to apprehend the offender ; it is, therefore, strictly an 
offence of a negative kind — consisting in the concealment of something 
that ought to be revealed ;" and again, a little lower down. " The 
one (viz , privity) is in its kind negative, and requires nothing but 
silent, passive acquiescence in the commission of a felony to constitute 
it." 

9. Now, I submit that to prove a crime of this " negative ** nature, 
circumstantial evidence is the species of evidence most to be relied on ; 
by circumstantial evidence, I mean direct evidence of certain minor 
nets, which, if unexplained by any other eyidence, proves that it is 
impossible, but that the parties should have known of the felony. 
Now the facts of this nature in the present case, as either allowed by 
all, or fully proved by evidence considered trustworthy by the Court, 
are these : In the camp of His Highness, there were three tents, and 
three only ; these were pitched in a hne, in the centre was the tent 
of the Nawab, on the one side that of Aman AU Khan, on the other 
that of the defendants who have been released, and of two of the 
defendants who have been punished, close outside this tent (** two or 
four cubits distant," one witness, Mahomed Ameen, calls it), was 
pitched a pale, in that pale for some days, the deceased were, in it 
they received medical treatment for their wounde, and in it they died. 
Their bodies, frightfully lacerated, and "raw all the way down,** as 
the witness, George Shapcott, deposes. Now, with all this array of 
fibcts against all the inmates of the tent, and in the absence of any 
attempt to explain them, the Court have declared them not guilty of 
privity ^ or, in other words, it ie not proved that these men " con- 
cealed anything that ought to be revealed.'* 

10. But there is evidence against them. The eunuch, Mahomed 
Ameen, whose testimony has been considered trustworthy by the 
Sudder Court, went to the tent of the Mcahs on two occasions, when 
the deceased were being ill-treated on the fmtt day, and the day. 
after. This witness had been out shooting with the Nawab on the 
morning of the day of the alleged theft, and had returned with the 
retinue, so that the Meahs were in the eamp at tliis time, and in the 
absence of any attempt to proye that they were not in their own 
tent, it is a fair presumption, that they were there. This witness 
went there and saw Burra Sahib and Mogul Jan beating the de- 
oeased, one of whom was bound, and both were in the tent of the 
Meahs. He does not say he saw any of these latter ; but as I said 
in my written reply, this man was a most unwilling witness for the 
prosecution, and had evidently a wish to screen his fellow-eunuchs. 
He went the next day to the Meahs' tent a second time ; this time he 
did not go inside, but he saw the deceased in the verandah of the 
tent; the hands of one of them tied to the tent-pegs. Some of the 
Meahs at this time were inside, and some were outside the tent, but 
this man could not remember any of their names ; he could onlr 
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remember that he saw the Urzbegy Syud Eman All and his serrant. 
Now surely, it can hardlj be said, that all this beating and binding 
could take place inside the tent, in the verandah of the tent, and the 
inmates thereof know nothing about it. But so it has been held hj 
the Sudder Court. Neither the evidence from the acknowledged facta 
of the caae, nor that borne bj Mahomed Ameen has been considered 
sufficient to make out even a primd facie case against these men, for 
it must be remembered that (with the exception of Afreen) they have 
only called evidence to character. I repeat, that with all due refer* 
ence to the Judgee of the Suilder Court, every inmate of the Meah^ 
teiU hcu been proved to be guUty of privity. I say, that to suppose 
they knew nothing of the torture and subsequent death of the de- 
o^Med, is to suppose something more extraordinaiT than any incon- 
sistency apparent in the evidence of the four rejected witnesses. Thai 
they concealed whatever they knew from the proper authorities is 
evtdent from the whole case. 

11. But although I believe these men all to have been guilty qf 
concealing the felony y J think that the ends of justice would have been 
f^lly answered by a slight fine^ for I consider them to have been 

completely under the orders of the chief eimuch, Aman Ali Khan. 
I make this observation on the supposition that privity alone is 
proved. The Court having rejected the evidence that proved an 
active participation. 

12. I come now to consider how Aman Ali E^n is affected bu the 
evidence as to the charge qf privity ^ The Court have recorded the 
following " as regards the charge of privity to the crime, we would 
remarit that there is no direct evidence to the fact of the prisoner. 
Aman Ali Khan, (87) taking any part, or being directly or indirectly 
conoemed, either in the burying of the bodies, or in giving currency 
to the report of the thieves having died of cholera. The mere posst- 
bility that the rumour of the death of these men reached the ears of 
the prisoner (37). is not in itself sufficient to bring home to him the 
chanze of concealing, or procuring the concealment, of the felony ; to 
establish such a charge, there need be some proof that, though not 
consenting, he was personally cognisant of the crime, and, though able, 
refrained from preventing it, or neglected to use any endeavour for the 
apprehension of the offenders. Now, I am quite prepared to allow, 
that there is no evidence direct or indirect to show that Aman Ali 
Khan took any part in the burial of the deceased, or in spreading 
the report of their death from cholera. But surely, the charge of 
privity may be brought home to him by evidence in other points than 
these. I maintain there is abundance of proof to show that he was 
personally cognisant of the ill-treatment of the deceased — in fact, 
he confesses it — he allows that on two occasions, he sent persons to 
forbid it ; as to his neglecting to use any endeavours for the appre- 
hension of the offenders, it is patent on the record that he never did 
so. It must be borne in mind that this man produced no evidence 
to explain anything, he merely produced evidence to character, which 
evidence has had no share in producing his acquittal, as it is not 
alluded to in the judgment. It follows, then, that in the opinion of 
the Court, there is not stfficient evidence direct, indirect, or presump- 
tive to warrant this man having been put upon his trial. What that 
evidence is, I will now endeavour to show. 
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13. First, I would call ttttention to the facta as either Ulovred or 
deposed to. Hiis man wa:» the Dewan of the Nawab, he wms conse- 
quently the sec-ond in rank in the caoip ; he had a tent of hia own. on 
the other side of tlic Xawab's tent, from that of the Meahs' tent ; 
they were all pitched in the immediate viciuit j of one another. This 
man had the tfeneral superinfendence of all matters during this h ant* 
ing excupiion, to him it would appear all matters were referred. At 
Nowguriah, {ov in.stanee, when the defendant^ Pureed Khmn, was 
about to carrv off a driver of one of the game-carts. Shapcott in- 
terfere<l, saving, ** You Hhull do nothim^ until the Khan Sahib comes.'* 
This being an appellation of Aman Ali. Again, wken the deceased 
are heintj iif -treated on ttco occaitions, the matter is reported to Aman 
Ali Khan, and he sends orders to the parties to desist, T%is ma» 
every datf, from the date of the seizure of the deceased to ike daif <^ 
their death accompanies His lli<fhness out shooting^ his companions 
on theite oii'aHion.n Iving sHtnie of the inmates of the eunuchs* t<mti 
addeil to this, " tiie notoriety'* of the erents, for as the Judges saj 
in another part of their judgment, '*The notoriety of the erenta. which 
form the grounds of thirt case must hare made them known to 
many who wore presn^nt witli the Nawab's camp." Yet with all this, 
it is not a/foica/de to presume that Aman Ali Kham kmew of ike 
death of the deceased in consequence of the treatment theg had re* 
ceired. I submit, that in the ab(H.Mioe of all evidence to exphun the 
above circumstances consistently with his own innocence, there arises 
a strong natural presumption of Aman Ali's guilt. I maintain that 
to suppose tliis person ignorant of the cause of death of the deoeased, 
is to make a supiK>sition inconsistent with the admitted circumstances 
of the cast*, / saif^ that tee hare direct evidence to show that Awum 
Ali Khan is guiitu of priritg. By wliitrh I mean, that toe have direct 
evidence ofsotne facts irhich render it impossible to ttelieve that this 
man never knetr that a felong had been committed. 

14. Did the evidcfjce i^o no further than this ? I should, with all 
deference, tiiink it **sutliciont to convince the minds of all rei^onable 
men beyond all reasonable doubt," but tlie evidence goes much furthor. 
In my opinion, there an* two facts whieii bring the guilt of priritg 
home to the accused, without tlic l(*:ist doubt. These favts are : 1st. 
that he knew of tlie beating on the tirst and se(*ond day, prored byhis 
own admission and by the evidence relied on by the Court. 2nd. That 
he gave orders to the camel-drivers logo to the Burra Sahib for orders^ 
and his orders were to take one of the deceased to Nowguriah. To 
take them in order. 

15. It appears, as given in the judgment, tluit the deceased were 
beaten for several days in succession, between the 31st March, the date 
of the alleged charge, and the 5th of April, the date of the death of 
Hingoo. Tlie ill-tn*atment did not apparently continue for more than 
three or four days, as it would appear from the evidence of Bhughabun 
Ohose, the apprentice, that the deceased were undrr medical irenttmenl, 
while the encampment was at Allal, in fact, lh*g wtre not beaten after 
they left Purnnpore. Now the time the encamjtment wat at Puranport 
was four dags; and we have the admission of Aman Ali Khan, that he 
knew of tfie beatintf on the first and second dags, j^uw satipuse there 
had been evidence to implicate one of the dffcndant^^ as fiarticipattng m 
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the iil'treatmentt only on these two oct-agionst would he have been released 
by the Courts anil acquitted of all share in the homicide ? Would ni't 
the Court have said, in a case of this nature, where the ill-treatment 
extended over four dajs, tV ijr imt/o^sibU to say at what particular time 
these poor u retches met with the injuries that uure actually fatal to life ? 
It is prOTed that you ill- treat* d them two days out of the four, an' I 
therefore you are as guilty as an accessory in the culpable homicide of 
the parties. Applj this to Aman AU ; he knew that the parties were 
beaten two days out of the four, (but how far the ill-treatment had pro- 
ceeded it is impossible to say, for within a week from I he la*t occasion 
the parties died), having been in the interior witlun a few paces of the 
tent occupied by this man's daily companions, and yet the Judges say, 
** // is an unfair consttuction of the acts of Awan Ali to presume that hf 
was necetsarily aware that death was the consequence of such itl-lrratment*^ 
I submit, that it is n most fair prexumption to suppose^ thaty at the ill- 
treatment was twice reported to this person^ subsequent occurrences 
were reported too, and that in the absence of the least attempt to ex- 
plain anything whatever, ** Enough has bten proved to warrant a reaton- 
aole and Just conclu ion against him.** 

16. I am not sure that I imderstand the meaning of the expression, 
** an unfair construction of the acts of Aman AU," &c. As far as I 
understand the matter ^ I put no construction upon his actSy in any way 
difflerenifrom that put upon them by the Court. Wliat I do is to draw 
inferences from those act«, to shou> that he must have known of the 
death of the deceased^ having confessedly, on two occasions, heard of 
their ill-treatment. 

17. I proceed now to consider the evidence affecting Aman Ali Khan 
given by the two witnesses of the defendant, Fureed Khan. I main- 
tained as mentioned by the Court, and do maintain, that this evidence 
implicated Amasi Ali Khan most seriously, and I infer from the strenuous 
efforts made by Mr. Longuoville Clarke, the learned Counsel for Aman 
Ali, to throw discredit upon it, that that was his opinion also, yet the 
Court says, *' that taken as it stands, it does not go far enough to show 
that the prisoner (37) was aware for what purpose the camels were re- 
quired. * The Court are not quite correct in saying that from the third 
witness nothing was elicited. The witnesses were four in number, from 
the first nothing was ehcited inc ilpating Aman AU, from the second and 
third evidence inculpatory was eUcited, and the evidence of the remain- 
ing one was not taken at the desire of the defendant — calling him. It 
appears from the evidence of these and other witnesses, that it had 
been at one time the Nawab's intention to go to a place caUed Now- 
gunah from Furranpore, and to that place Shapcott, with others, had 
gone in advance. His Highness afterwards changed his mind, and de- 
termined not to go to Nowffuriah, but to Allal instead ; it therefore be- 
came necessary to recaU the advance camp to Furranpore ; for this 
purpose^ partly f at about eleven o* clock at nightf two camels were ordered 
to be got ready. The drivers went to ^man AlCs tent to ascertain 
whether the oider they received was correct or not. They received 
for answer, from himself, that they were to go to the Burra Sahib awl 
do what he told them. They went, and were ordered to take n letter 
to the Mooehieff Jeehun Lai at Nowgiunah, and to take a man who was 
put in charge of Furreed Khan, one of the camel drivers. Now it is 
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admitted that the penon called the Burra Sahib is ttot one of the Nawnb** 
retinue at all, why, then, should he be the person to give any direction 
about the change in the Nawab's plans ? But he wa*, 6jf ah accouni*^ 
the mott active instrument in the torture of the two deceast d, he was tke 
first to arrett Muddee, On every occasion oj" ill-treatment he wax ptesmt ; 
he saw them die, and ordered their burial. When, then, we find persons 
referred to this man, bj name, for directions, when we find one of the 
deceased immediately given into their charge, is it not a fair presump- 
tion, in the absence of any explanation, that the person referring these 
parties to such a man knew what would be the consequence of their 
going to the Burra Sahib for orders ? As for the assent of Aman Ali 
Khan to what took place at Nowguriah, the Judges quite misunder- 
stood me if they thought that I inferred such assent &om what was de- 
posed to by the witnesses whose evidence I am now considering. Assent 
would have made him an accessory Privity, as defined by tne Court, 
is " the concealing a felony which a man knows, but never auettted /o." 
To bring the charge of privity home to Aman Ali Khan, it is not neces- 
sary that he should be responsible in any way for the ill-usage at Now- 
guriah ; what I mamtain is, that there is every presumption that he 
knew why the camels were sent to Nowguriah. There would be no 
weak presumption that he knew it from the very situation that he held m 
the camp of the Nawab ; to this is added the testimony of the two wit- 
nesses, that he ordered them to gu to the Burra Sahib J or orders^ a man 
not connected with the Nawab't hnuseholfj, but the mott active in the 
torture of the deceased, these facts, I submit, induce a strong suspicion 
of guilt, and where ** the accused might, if he were innocent, explain 
those circumstances consistently with his own innocence, and yet does 
not offer such explanation, a strong natural presumption arises that he 
is guilty, and in general when a party has the means of rebutting and 
explaining the evidence adduced against him, if it tends to the ^^th, 
the omission to do so furnishes a forcible inference against him." 

18. Surely the facts dei>osed to by these witnesses do bear me out in 
the opinion that Aman Ali Khan is seriously implicated thereby. No 
explanation whatever is offered. None could be offered, I presume, for 
the efforts of the learned Counsel were mainly directed to throw dis- 
credit on the testimony, and in that he has been successful ; but, taken 
a* it stands, the Judges say^ it is not sufficient to bring the charge of 
privity i even home to Aman AH Khan. • Ihey cannot draw any con- 
clusion from it condemnatory of the accused ^ for he had no motive for 
ill-using the thieves^ and it is in evidence, that he endeavoured to pre- 
vent their ill-usage. 

19. With respect to motives — I think that considering the position 
held by the accused, he may be thought to have been interested in the 
discovery of the theft said to have taken place in the camp, where he 
managed everything, and in the immediate vicinity of his own tent, 
and he certainly knew on two occasions, by his own admission, that 
the persons accused were ill-treated to make them point out the pro- 
perty. So that even allowing that he had no personal motive for 
til-treating them, it is admitted, that he knew they were ill-treated, 
and as for his endeavours to prevent their ill-treatment, is it to be 
believed, that the notoriously powerfid Aman Ali Khan, the favorite 
eunuch and Dewan of the Nawab, could not have put a stop to tlie 
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ill-usage, had he been really in earnest ? Eren had he not been able 
to do 80, there were the police in the verj Tillage, whom he might 
haTe called to his aid. I do maintain that to allow this man knew of 
the ill-usage on two occasions, and knew no more, that he told the 
camel-driyers to go to the fiurra Sahib for orders, and did not know 
what those orders were to be, is to suppose something far more impro- 
bable than anytliing deposed to by the rejected witnesses. 

20. I woula again call attention to the definition of privity, as given 
above in Para. 8, to prove a crime of this negative nature, the crime 
of concealing something known Evidence tending to prove such 
knowledge is, of course, necessary, and if there is no evidence to prove 
that the person charged confessed his knowledge of the felony, the 
evidence from facU tending to prove that he muet have known ity is o^ 
peculiar value. Such evidence, I maintain, we have in this case. 
The acknowledged facts of this case, independent of direct testimony, 
do, in my opinion, bring home to Aman Ali Khan, and the other 
eunuchs, the guilt of priviW. For it must be borne in mind that no 
explanation whatever is ofiered of anything. Surely in the absence of 
any explanation or contradiction, enough has been proved to warrant 
a just and reasonable conclusion against the accused. Surely the 
evidence is of such a nature as to exclude to a moral certainty, every 
hypothesis, but that of their ^ilt of the offence imputed to them. 

21. I have now. in conclusion, to express a hope, that / have eaid 
nothing in these remarks at all showing a want of respect towards the 
Judges who have released the accused. Siiould there be anything ai 
aU approaching to disrespect, I can only say, it is unintentional, it i* 
the Judgment I attack , not the Judges 

22. I trust I may be allowed to express my opinion that the 
Magistrate, Mr. Gams, in the preparation of this case generally has 
evinced great care, and he was of essential service to me in the con- 
duct of it. from his intimate acquaintance with all the circumstances as 
deposed. 

I have, &c., 

£. J.'TSBYOB, 

(True copy) 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Pboceedinqs hefore the Sewions-Judge, Mb. D. J. 
Monet, containing the Speeches of Longubville Clabke, 
Esq., Barrister-ai-LaWf and W. A. Montbiou, Esq., Bar- 
rister'at-Law, Cotmsela for the Defence, and the Reply of E. 
J. Tbevob, Esq., C.S., Prosecutor on behalf of the Govern^ 
ment; together with the Report submitted by the Sessions- 
JvdgCf and the Jvdgment of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

September 7th, 1853. 

Mr. Longuevllle Clarke addressed the Court to the following 
effect: — 
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*^ I Imve the lionoiir of appearing before the Court on behiUf of five 
of the thirteen prisoners now under trial. 

*' The names of mv clientst are A man Ali Khan, Jowaher All Khan, 
Mussurut Ali Khan, Meah Belial, and Meah Ekbal, and thej are 
arraigned on six counts ; but against the first only there is a aeventh 
count. 

" The first and second counts charge them all with being principals 
and accessories to the murder of llingoo antl Muddeo. The tnird 
charges them with being privy to the crune, but what legal offence 
this count is intended to describe, my experience is too limited to 
enable me to determine, for the language is defective, and the object 
is vague. Tlie fourth count actmses them of torturing and beating, 
which only amounts to aggravated assauh, as it does not allege that 
death was the result. Tlie fifth count allegt^s that they were aooee* 
sories to tlie crime charged in the fourth. To the sixth count, the 
observations I have made on tlie third are equally applicable, and the 
seventh, which charges Aman Aii Khan alone with issuing orders for 
the beating and torturing is as regards him a mere repetition of the 
fifth count. 

" Having analyzed the charges, I cannot enter on the merits of the 
cause without gratifying myself by expressing to the Court my deep 
feeling of obli^tion for tiio manner in wliich this trial has been con- 
ducted, a conduct which iius been alike beneficial to my clients, and to 
mo of the most important assistance, and while the tone which has 
prevailed, and the aid wliich has been rendered have equally supported 
the dignity of Court, and evinced its humanity, I shall have to com- 
ment on the course which Mr. Trevor has adopted in regard to some 
of the witnesses, of which I will now merely say that it was alike 
honourable to the prosecution as it was considerate towards the pri- 
soners, while both he and Sumblioonauth Pundit have in the kindest 
manner rendered me valuable st»rvice by their interpretations, and 
allowing me the inspection of the documents. 

"I am anxious to call the attention of the Court in the first in- 
stance, to the leading points of tlie cxme on which the prosecution must 
rest. 

" Evertf concomitant bi/ which atrocious murders are charaateruted^ 
is not onlif wantinfjy but has actually been reversed in the story which 
the Court must believe before a cerdict of yuilty can be pronounced. 
Suddenness, solitude, and secrecy are the distinguishing marks of the 
worst murder : but this murder, according to the evidence, has been 
the most prolonged, the most pubUc, and the easiest of detection 
and conviction thut the annals of perjury can show has ever been 
attempted to be proved 

'* About eiglit days was the time that this flogging, burning, and 
torturing was said to have oceupicd. It began at Purranpore, it 
was repeatiKl at Nowguriah, tlien again at Purranpore, from which 
the victims were carried to Alall, and the scene closes at Gajotee. 

*• There was no secrecy, for tl»e passers-by and all the camp could 
see, and the camp contained about four thousand persons. 

"But as if all this was not sutHciently monstrous, one witness 
swears that the wretched men were brought into His Highnesses 
tent, whose permission was solicited to blow tlieui away from a 
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gun ; others swear that during the whole time they were kept tied 
within twelve cubits of the Nawab's teut, and that he must have 
heard their nightly screams. All this is represented to have been 
done by the orders of my chent. Aman All Khan, yet ii is not con- 
tended that he could have had any motive for such unlieard of 
cruelty. The stolen property did not belong to him nor does it 
appear that the accused had in any way given him offence. He is 
the favourite of the Nawab, the Head of the Palace, that is known, 
and that I admit ; for it constitutes the first step in my defence, it 
is the key which unlocks the mysteries of tliis case. Was tliere 
ever a favourite yet, was there ever a successful courtier, who had 
not in the Palace a hundred implacable enemies, who considered his 
honours to be a robbery of their rights ? 

*' I say that this is the case here, and it is palpable to common sense 
The details of the stary are too monstrous for belief. 

** Aman Ali Khan had neither object nor motive, he had not any- 
thing to gain but all to lo^^e ; the abhorrence of a humane master, the 
vengeance of a vigilant Government, the detective qualities of a talented 
European neighbourhood — can it be believed tliat devoid of motive, 
without loss to annoy, or insult to provoke, he woidd have braveJ this 
array and dared the gallows ? 

" If then I prove that Aman Ali Khan is not guilty, from the 
absence of all motive, the certainty of detention, and the dread result 
which must have followed, it is a much more easy task to prove why 
the charge has been made which so reeks with conspiracy and per- 
jury. I ask a question of the Court, is it not true that Mr. Camac, the 
magistrate, has been taxed, overwhelmed, and oppressed with having 
sixty -eight witnesses vomited on him, as I allege, by the plotters in 
the palace ? It is true, the Calendar proves that. Is it not true, that 
of th^e sixty-eight witnesses, only about twenty have been called by 
the Government prosecutors, and the rest abandoned? It is true, 
the record of the Court proves that. It is not true that of the twenty 
examined^ five of them were declared by Mr. Trevor to be unworthy 
of belief, and one of the five was committed by the Judge for per- 
jury ? The records of the Court will again prove that that is 
true. 

" Whence then has all this scene of perjured iniquity arisen ? Not 
from Aman Ali Khan, wliose innocence is his best defence, but from 
the plotters in the palace, whose success depended on the ruin which 
they hoped by conspiracy and perjury to effect 

*• I now proceed to remark on the evidence in detail, and will com- 
mence by observing that I shall not detain the Court with any com- 
ments on the statements of the five witnesses who were rejected by 
the prosecutor, namely, Shaik Methoo, Khyrattee, Subzeeferosh Joo- 
muck Doctor, and Jeebun Pattan. Wliat they said cannot affect my 
clients, but must damage the general credit of the case which they 
have attempted to support 

'* The first witness put into the box was Dhunnoo Shaik, and the 
account he gives of himself, independent of discrepancies, must taint 
the whole of his evidence. He admits that twelve years ago he was, 
in consequence of the Darogah's report, discharged from the Police of 
which he had been a burkundaz : since that time he has been a 
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wanderer, and without any employment, subsiflting by begging and 
being an itinerant vendor of smoke, that he had delayed giving in- 
formation at other thaunahs, but hearing, as he says, that the Darogah 
was inquiring for him, he voluntarily came fonn'ard in the hope of 
earning a eood name, and becoming an oomedwar. Having clothed 
himself with these qualifications, he would have the Court beheve that 
he went to the door of the Nawab's tent, stood within a cubit and a 
half of His Highness's person, heard him deliver his directions, yet 
none of the body-guard or numerous attendants drove him from the 
place or even ordered him to retire. In his statements. Dhunnoo 
Bhaik alleges that the Nawab returned on the day of the alleged theft 
at one o'clock, and tliat the arrest of the suspected parties took place 
about an hour before, yet it is proved by witnesses utr more creditable 
that it was the custom of His Highness to remain out until four, five, 
and six o'clock, that on this day he returned abgut five, and that the 
arrest of the suspected parties was about nine in the morning. Now 
these mistakes are too palpable to admit of any other solution than 
that the witness could not have been in the camp at the time to which 
he deposes. 

'*This witness stated before the magistrate, that Aman Ali Khan 
had said to His Highnest*, if you will give the order. I will have the 
thieves blown from a gim ; but in this Court he never mentioned 
that such a request had been preferred to the Nawab ; on the con- 
trary, he represents it as a direct threat to the thieves from Aman 
Ah Khan, and when asked to reconcile this discrepancy, he attri- 
butes it to a blunder of the magistrate's writer. But I will not de- 
tain the Court with further comment on such evidence. 

"The second witness, Hingoo Khan, was a beggar in a pitiable 
state of friglitful leprosy, and he admitted tliat the Darogah had sent 
for him at the instigation of the discarded burkundaz and aspiring 
oomedwar. The ofispring was worthy of the accoucheur, and if po«- 
sible surjiassed him in improbabilities and discrepancies He alleges 
that as early as twelve o'clock in the day, he saw Aman Ali Khan 
cutting a bamboo and beating the thieves at the tent of the Meahs, 
vet before the magistrate he swore that he did not see antfotie beai, 
but heard the Khan give orders to beat, whereon he was frightened 
and ran away. It will also bo observed that this witness does not 
depose to either of my clients, Mussurut Ali Khan or Meah Belial, 
beating, or ordering, or taking any part in the alleged transaction. It 
lias been distinctly proved by George Shapcott, who has been nine 
years in His Highncss's service, that it would liave been inconsistent 
with tlie rank oi Aman Ali to have gone to the tent of the Meahs ; 
and is it then possible to beheve that he would still further have 
degraded himself by personally chastising a thief? I pass over such 
evidence. 

" The next witness comes forward under circumstances of g^ve soft- 
picion. The stolen propcrtv had been under his care, and stealing or 
negligence might be imputeJ to him. He was personally interested in 
warding off imputation, or detecting the thief, and it must, therefore, 
all throughout have been his anxious object to achieve them ; accord- 
ingly we find him immediately accusing Burra Shaib and Mqnil Jhan 
of having practised a joke on him, which they deny. He never 
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suspected Muddee or Hingoo, nor mentioned their names, yet within 
a quarter of an hour, Burnt 8haib producess Muddee as the thief, but 
on what ground, or for what reason, no explanation has been given. 
Am tar as the Court knows, Burra Shaib may have pounced upon the 
first man he met with for good reasons of his own, and lost no time in 
administering punishment, as if the guilt of his victim were beyond a 
doubt. The Court will not forget that Burra Shaib is in the service of 
same Begumy and Jled on inquiry being instituted. It will also be 
found that Hoesainee in no one respect whatsoever inculpates bis 
master Urjoomund. If this be fiidse, it taints all his evidence ; but if 
it be true, as I believe it strictly is, then can it be credited that Aman 
AU, who had sustained no loss, should cause a cruel murder to bo 
committed while the man who was plundered was forbearing and for- 
giving. 

" This witness will be found to contradict the two former witnesses, 
Dhunnoo Shaik and Hingnn Khan, for he states that on the return of 
the hunting party, His Highness retired to his tent, Aman Ali to his 
own, and the Meahs to theirs, from which the Mcahs proceeded to 
Aman Ali Shan's tent to inform him of the theft, and it was then he 
gave tlie orders to beat. How can this be reronciled with the evidence 
which represents the thieves having been taken by Aman Ali to the 
tent of the Nawab, and Aman Ali having gone to the Meah's tent, and 
with his own hand inflicted piinishment ? Of the three stories two 
must be false, or is it not more probable that all three are untrue ? 
Yet these men are the three first witnesses for • the prosecution, and is 
it on such evidence that men are to be hanged ? 

" Here let me solemnly declare, that in regard to my five clients, 
as I view the case on the one hand, and weigh the evidence on the 
other, the eternal and undeviating principles of mercy and of justice 
demand from the Court an entire acquittal, or capital punbhment. 
Mercy will always free those against whom perjury may have conjured 
up suspicion, but justice will adminster the worst of punishment to 
the miscreants who murder by torture. 

"The language is as true as it is bold, but such is my confidence in 
my case, that I should have ill discharged my duties had I employed 
expressions less decisive. 

'* Again, the statements by this witness of the position of the thieves, 
with arms and legs stretched out, laid on their backs, their feet held 
up, and beaten on the soles of the feet, and above all. the brandy 
which the doctor gave them to drink, and also applied to their bodies 
— and mixed with their poultices — are inconsistent with, or are contra- 
dicted by the evidence of all the other witnesses, and I may here 
shorten the matter by concluding these remarks with calling the atten- 
tion of the Court to the statement of the various vehicles which this 
witness and also each of the other witnesses, describe to have been 
the means of conveyance by which the accused were transported fr^m 
one spot to another. No two of them agree. 

** And now passing over Methoo and Khyrattee, who were rejected 
by the prosecutor, it is my province to introduce and point the consi- 
deration of the Court to the merits of Shaik Buheem Ali, the cook. 
He had never been employed in the Nawab's service, nor ever joined 
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the camp before, but he swears in tlie commencement of his eTidenoe 
that he made jug}' soup for His Highness. This is modified afterwards 
to pounding the ingredients, and linallv dwindles down to watching 
the boiling of the pot. When His llighness eschews jugr soup, the 
favourite courtier takes to curr^-, and more unaccountablj, ne takes to 
the ticca cook to make it. Now, if I could believe this story, and if 
it were proved that the Khan had disapproved of ticca cook's curry, 
then 1 could be tempted to believe that the ticca cook, being an injured 
individual, and having more prudence than courage, sought repanttion 
for the insult bv the safer course of the law and the rope, than by 
cookery or the hazardous experiment of a sop in the pan. 

" 1 implore the ))ardon of the Court for the lightness of these obaer- 
vations, but I am uncontrollably overcome by the immeasurable 
absurdity of our ticca cook's hii»tor5' of himself, the exploits he p«r- 
formed, and the evidence which he hus dished up, and which he 
believes the Court will swallow. But let me jwint out a few of his 
inconsisiencies. Look to his answer to the Court about the orders of 
the Uth of May and the 1 tth of Juno ; look to what he says that the 
tlieft was discovered at half-past six o'clock a.m. precis^ely, whereas 
Shaik Hossainec, who lost the property, did not discover the robbery 
till nine This cook toKi the magistrate that Aman Ali and the Meahs 
li^ed in the same tent ; he describes what AH'reen and Meer Ekbal did, 
yet he could not see from the Karkhannah what was going on, and he 
swore in contradiction to every witness that llis Highness and Aman 
Ali rode on the same elephant. I ask the Court is this man to be 
believed ? Was he ever in the camp at all, or has lie been recruited as 
the le])er was by Dhunnoo Shaik, tliat Alpha of the prosecution and 
the Darogali's domdeen ? 

*' The seventh witness sworn was Shaik Aman Ali. I pass him OTer 
as he was merely called for as a matter of form. 

"The eighth witness only, Jingoo, speaks of one of mv clients, 
Mussurut Ali, and all the ott'ence he proves against him is, that from 
the distance of an arrow's flight, he saw Mussurut following a crowd. 
It were idle to detain the Court, with commenting on evidence which 
does not support any of the charges preferred. 

**The ninth witncf»8, George Shapcott, gave in my humble judgment, 
et'idence alike unquestionable as to probability of fact and honesty of 
motive. I will not comment on his statements, 1 leave them to the 
judgment of the Court ; but if they obtain the credit I think they 
deserve, they must disprove the leading points of the case for prose- 
cution, and secure the acquittal of my clients. I would partieularij 
point to the character he has given of Aman Ali Khan, and which I 
will incontrovertibly confirm by other evidence 

"The tenth witness, Dhoolob Hurkaru, saw blows given, but cannot 
name who gave them I have not denied, nor will I deny, the savstfe 
treatment which these unfortunate victims suffered from Burra Shaio, 
and the camel-driver, and others. My case is, that my clients were 
neither act nor part in these cruelties, and I pass over the eridenoe 
of this witness as not impugning them in the least. 

" The eleventh witness, Gousee Chobdar, speaks only to one of my 
clients beating, that is Meah Belial. T ask the Court to turn to his 
evidence, it amounts to an improbahle story. He says that in the 
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maming he saw the thieres taken towards the Mangoe Tope. He 
recognued ten persons with the thieres, all of wliom he names, and 
adds there were manj others ; of these lie singles out seren as infUct- 
ing hlows, and one of them £khal, he particularizes as not beating. 
This is absurd on the face of it, as a man after a lapse of fire months 
TOuld not possibly pick out seyeu men from a large crowd who were 
beating, and one who was not. Such evidence is palp.iblj the offspring 
not of fact, but of fancy, and the Hall of Justice is not the nest in 
which fancy can be permitted to breed. 

" The twelfth witness who was sworn, Shaik Shoobuter, is one of 
rejected of the prosecution. 

" The thirteenth witness, Shaik Jaylee, the Gharreewan, in no way 
affects my clients, and the fourteenth witness, Hajee Newmash, comes 
under the same class. 

" Ameer Alie was the fifteenth witness who was called before the 
Court, and if this person, who was produced for the prosecution, is be- 
lie red, there is an end of the story of Dhuimoo Shaik and Hingun 
Klian, as to Aman Ali haying gone to the tent of the Mcahs, for he 
says, * I did not see Aman Ah go to the tent of the Moahs ; but they 
used to go to him, and whenever he gave any orders he used to send 
for them.' This fully corroborates George Shapoott's statement regard- 
ing the position and rank of Aman Ali in the camp. Again Ameer 
Ali contradicts all the witnesses who allege that Meah Belial was one 
of the party who took the thieves to the river, and who joined in beat- 
ing them. He states that there were five persons who did it, and he 
named them all, and pointed them out, and Meah Belial was not 
among them ; but Shaik Hossainee the appr<»ver was, and in this he is 
confirmed by the cle\enth witness, Gousee Chobdar. This fact is not 
more important than probable. It not only throws a doubt on all 
Hossanie's evidence, but is also a positive contradiction ; and can any- 
tiiing be more probable than that the man to whom blame, if not sus- 
picion, attachea, as the stolen property had been in his charge, should 
join in the beating which was inflicted to compel its restoration. 

"The sixteenth witness, Mahomed Ameer, confirmed Ameer Alie re- 
garding Aman Ali 'Khan not having gone to the tent of the Moahs, 
and distinctly states that had he gone there, or beaten the thieves, or 
taken them to His Highncss's tent, or asked permission to blow them 
from a gun, he must have «cen and heard of it. 

" I would particularly point the attention of the Court to a most 
important stitemcnt made by this witness, that on tlie day of the 
robbery he had boon out with the hunt, and on their return they were 
informed of what had taken place, and that the thieves had been cap- 
tured. His Highness and Aman Ali Khan each retired to their own 
tents, and the witness proceeded to where the thieves were kept. • He 
returned to Aman Ali, and stated that the men had been beaten, who 
immediately despatched a servant witli orders to prevent it. The next 
morning it was reported that the thieves had been again beaten, and 
Aman Ali despatched another servant with similar orders. This man 
gave his evidence in a fair and distinct manner ; there was no discre- 
pancy in his evidence before the magistrate and the Court. His posi 
tion in the houseliold is respectable, for he draws a salary of one 
liundred a month, an;l being produced by tlic prosecution I have a 

L 
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right to demand that he should be credited. I doubt that mj friend 
Sumboonauth Pundit can find zeal enough to solicit the Court to dis- 
believe this most re^fpectable of his witnesses, and fix it« faith on the 
evidence of the Oon\edwar, the leper and approver. 

" The seventeenth witness, J(x>muck Doctor, is another of the dis- 
carded of the prosiecution, and the eighteenth and nineteenth, Shaik 
Khagattee and Shuik Sluikwee, do not affect my clients, but merelj 
prove that one of the unfortimate Tictims was washed and buried. 

" The twentieth witness is the fifth and last of the discarded ones ; 
and the twenty-first, Bhugobun Gliose, the apprentice of the Doctor, 
docs not imme one of my clients, and with him the case doses. 

" I shall content myself with merely calling a few witnesses to the 
charact4?r of my clients, for, as I can conscientiously affirm, that in 
my humble judgment I cannot find anything in the case against mj 
clients which is not either t>o monstrous for even credulity to credit, 
or else luis been contnidicUvi hy evidence for the prosecution. It has 
btHm often and truly said, that tlie besetting difficulty attendant on 
every ease which is tried in an Indian Court, is the mass of falsehood 
with which the trutli is invariably involve<l, which leads to convic- 
tions, by dejiriving jirisoners of the benefit of doubts that in England 
would prove tlieir ])alla(lium. But this can never be the case when 
the doubts are only rt»as'jnable but unanswerable, and can any one 
aflirm tliat the revenge or intrigues which have undeniably polluted 
this trial with the five i)erjured and discarded witnesses, have not only 
also corru})ted others wliose evidence although receiTod, is of a 
character that is similar. I will conclude in the language of the 
Nizamut Achiwlut, in a ease of murder and affray, decided by Sir 
Robert Barlow and Mr. Raikes on the 15th of last month, in which 
they said : — 

" * In these deposit icms the Sessions Judge has pla<^ implicit faith, 
and taken t.ogether as they stand in the record they would afford, if 
trust wortliy, a ma-ns of evidence quite sufficient for the conviction of 
the prisoners. But it is im|x>s8ible to allow oral evidenee of thii 
(hwcription to pass into proof m this country, without testing its fideUtj 
in some way, and judgtnl by the proofs to which wo have suljected 
it, much 01 this testimony becomes valueless in our estimation.* " 
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Mr. Montriou appeared in defence of Meah Urjoomund, Hi^ee 
Tamas, Meah Affri>en, Meah Emaum Ali (Urzbegy) Mirza Mahomed 
Ilosain alias Mogul Jann (Naib Meer Moonshee) road in the Court of 
the Sessions Judge of Moorshedabad, 7th September, 1853. 

The learned gentleman spoke as follows : — 

** The charges against these prisoners embrace several alternatives.— 
They are first charged with actually killing two persons named Hingoo 
and Muddee, under circumstances wliich constitute cither murder, or 
culpable homicide. They are next charged as being impUcated in the 
same crime which others have actually committed, so as to bring them 
within one of the descriptions. 

•* The prisoners are next charged with inhuman treatment or tortare 
and beatmg of the same persons, witliout reference to their death, and 
the alternatives of AAnut and Razdareere added, in case their oonoem 
in the torture or beating be proved t^> come more properly under one 
of those descriptions. 
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*' The last Count it is unnecessary- for me to notice. 

" In the first place, I beg to note an important rule or precaution 
which, the peculiar form of the record, or nutthee, in the Courts of 
the East India Company, makes necessary, on the same account it is 
perhaps difficult for tliis Court strictly to observe. It is this : — The 
only evidence which can be taken at all into consideration against the 
prisonei^, is that wluch has been orally given in the face of this Court. 
What has been deposed to before the magistrate, or as it is called in 
the Foujdarree, has been used and must still be used, to rebut and 
contradict, or in any way to discredit what the same witness has said 
liere ; but no claim in the Foujdarree deposition can legally, or justly 
be treated as m evidence here against these prisoners. They must 
be convicted, if convicted at all. upon statements sworn to upon 
this trial and in this place. Nothing in those depositions be- 
comes evidence for the prosecution unless it be in the same words 
repeated by the witness upon his examination here. All else must be 
entirely dismissed from the mind of the Court. 

" The following is a short narrative or outline of the state of facts 
which the Government of this country, through their able and specially 
delegated representatives here present have endeavoured (as far as it 
can collect their intentions from the evidence offered), to exhibit, by 
proof to the judgment of this Court in this case. 

" Towards the close of the month of March last. His Highness the 
titular Nawab Nazim of Bengal attended by a numerous establishment 
and suite, computed to be upwards of 2000 persons, was on a sport- 
ing excursion in the Maldah district. It would appear that all His 
Highness' household, all the officers and Mohurrirs of the numerous 
departments necessary, or usual for the state or the wants of His 
Higlmess accompanied him. In a word, the whole of the Court, 
household and omcers of the Nawab Nazim were transferred into the 
Lushkar or camp to which we have now to direct our attention, and 
of course a numerous tribe of Omedwars, fakeers, mendicants, and 
vagabonds of eVery class followed in the train, and mingled among the 
crowd of this courtly, but motley assemblage. Immediately attendant 
upon His Highness, and filling the principal offices, were the Meahs 
of whom the chief in dignity was Aman All Khan, who appears to 
have been the Gh^neral Naib, or Lieutenant of His Highness. Under 
liim, in various gradations were the others, including the Darogah. or 
superintendent of the Elephants, and of the kitchen department, also 
the (Jrzbegy (who is not a Meah). The main business of the expedi- 
tion being sport, it was the custom of His Highness to quit the camp 
in the early momins of each day, accompanied by his more favoured 
associates and attendants, and to refcam to his camp in the afternoon 
or evening usually about four or five o'clock. There were three prin- 
cipal tents, or Kheemas : viz., one for His Highness personally, one 
for Aman Ali Khan, and one for the other Meahs, with whom also 
dwelt the Urzbegy, Meer Emam Ali, and Mirza Mahomed ^osain( 
known as Mogul Jaun, and described to be Naib Meer Moonshee. 
One morning, somewhere about eight or nine o'clock, and while His 
Highness and his usual suite were out sporting on their elephants away 
from the camp a small box containing money and other valuables was 
missed from the Meah's tent ; the box being in the special custody of 
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one Hosaincc, a slave or domestic Khavas of the prisoner Ifeah Ur* 
jooiiiund. Muddee the lad, the son of one Etwarree, KhaTas of th® 
Nizamut, was seized u)>on some ground of suspitnon, and aocuaed o* 
the theft ; fear or remorse, or both, combined, induced Muddee to 
assert tluit he could and would produce the miasiug property. He 
named an accomphcc lliugoo Fakeer, who was thereupon alflo ar- 
rested. 

" Information given by Muddee to discover or trace the stolen pro- 
perty proved to bo mere pn>text, and this experiment was repeated 
several times. Nothing .what<.»ver was discovered or found. In tlie 
meanwhile, those wlio were , in cliarge of the supposed thieves, as a 
means of ext4>rtin<j; the truth, and exasperated at the repeated decep- 
tions pmctiHeil upon them, and the trouble given to them bj their 
captives, punished the latter severt^ly, and subjected them to cruel 
usage, which ut the end of six or seven dajs caused the death of both 
Muddee and UingtK). They were secretly buried in the jungle. The 
local j)olice would a]>[K»ar to have connived at the crime, for it re- 
mained (uotwitlist^nuiiug its uotoriety in the camp of His Highness) 
uninvestigated and uuuoticcil by authority of any kind until the return 
of i lis II igl mess from his sporting exi)edition at the close of April, 
when, the rumours cominu; to the (nirs of the Shanuggur Darogah, 
ste})3 were taken U) bring the criniiuids to justice, which have finally 
led to, and endeil in this trial. The persons who are said to have com- 
mitted such barbarity against the helploss slave boy and memlicant^ 
and who are now ujion their trial, are the whole of the principal 
oflicers, the entire body of courtieis and dignitaries (so to speak) of 
the household of His Highness the Nawab Nazim ; to wliom are 
added, not as the mere servants* agents, but as companions and helpers 
of tlio otlier defendants in tlieir alleged cruelty, a Mahout and a Cftniel- 
driver, making in the whole thirtetMi accused. 

*• Huch seems to be an outline of the case supposed or intended to be 
made by tlie evidence which }ias been heard. I say intended, because 
I do not believe tlial tlie Governmeut Prosecutors themselves can sup- 
pose they have supjxirted tlie niort* serious class of charges — I mean 
those which assume that a criminal homicide has been committed — 
with even prima fact tf \tTooi. And hero I take leave to advert- to what 
I believe to be a fuudaincntul maxim and a guide in every Coiirt of 
Criminal justice wliere a British judge presides ; — I may say in evenr 
country of civiUzod and educated men. Every man is presumed, and 
believed (judicially) to bo innoo.mt of a crime imimted to him until 
ho is provrtl to be guilty ; and by i)roof here is meant complete proof 
— evidence which leaves no rational doubt. In merely Civil complaints, 
a case of suspicion is enough, if it be not mot by answer and by 
counter-evidence, to wamnt condemnation ; but not so with charges 
of crime. Who ever heard of a British tribunal being satisfied with 
primd faci(B proof against an allcijjed murderer ? How infinitely 
various are the cases which may be supiwsed, where to prove innocence 
of crime would be impossible; hut where to impute or prove ground 
of suspicion is an i*asy task ! But I am well assured that the nuixim I 
have noticed will not bo doubtctl here. If the evidence of guilt has 
not been satisfactory, ond led to an undoubted conclusion in tjie minds 
of the Court, I know that my clients will b<», as tliey ought to be, fully 
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acquitted. It docs not, however, require the aid of this uniyerBal and 
well-established rule to clear the ground of the most serious crimes (as 
respects consequences) charged in this calendar, of which, as I have 
observed, a primd facicB case or basis of proof has not been offered. 
To establish homicide, the first essential and indispensable ingredient 
of proof is the cause .of death. What pretence of proof has there 
been of the cause of death ? Were it even possible that the Court 
could form anj definite idea, from the whole body of the evidence, of 
the nature of the injuries inflicted or said to be inflicted, still they have 
no data whatever from which they can connect those injuries with the 
death, as cause and effect. It would, indeed, be an awful responsibility 
were they called upon to do so. It is for the prosecutor, by nis proofs, 
to connect them directly and irresistibly ; and not to leave the matter 
to guess or conjecture, or possible inference. We have no sooruthcU, 
no testimony whatever, medical or otherwise, of the state of the bodies 
of either when they died (for the miserable equivocations of the 
bheestees, Xangally and Shikhadce, throw no intelligent light on this 
subject), no intelligible testimony of the commencement, progress, or 
termination of any mortal disease, nor even of any injuries or ill-treat- 
ment from any particular person or persons which must have produced 
a mortal disease. However, it is enough for mv present purpose that 
/Afe cause of death is left in doubt. This fact alone precludes the pos- 
sibility of a conviction upon the first class of counts j and I infer from 
the fairness and honourable candour with which the prosecution upon 
this trial has been conducted througliout, that had such a course been 
allowed by the practice and procedure of this Court, those counts 
would have been altogether abandoned upon the close of the case. As 
it is I think it unnecessary, and that it would be trifling with the 
Court to say more in refutation of them than I have said. 

'* There remains the charge of torturing and beating the slave-boy, 
Muddee, and the fukeer, Hingoo, and of being act and part in our con- 
niving at that torturing and beating. Against this charge or series of 
charges it is my duty to defend five of the prisoners : — 1, Meah Urjoo- 
mimd; 2, Hajee Tamas; 3, Meah Afreen ; 4, Meer Emam Ali Urz- 
beggy ; and 5, Mirza Mahomed Hosain, called also Mogul Jaun. As 
regards the first and second, I think the evidence already in proof suf- 
ficient for their exculpation. For the others I shall produce some 
testimony of collateral facts, which will assist the Court in coming to 
a conclusion in tlieir individual casoB respectively. The constant and 
uniform duties of the Urzbe^gy upon the person of His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim during this hunting expedition, extending as that at- 
tendance did regularly to a late period of each night, rendered his 
commission of the oflcnces charged against him so nearly an impossi- 
bility as to be, I submit, a sufficient refutation of whatever part of the 
charge might otherwise be considered proved. Tliis attendance can, I 
behove, be satisfactorily proved, although the best evidence of the fact 
is obviously not procurable ; it is either above our reach, or at the bar 
of this Court. The Meah Afreen, it is already in evidence (but from 
one witness only), although attached to the Nizamut household, is not 
connected with the personal establishment of His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, and formed no part of His Highnesses suite in this hunting ex- 
cursion. He was accidentally present with the lushkar at Hyatpoor 
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and Purranpoor, but no further ; having gone with a uMsaige and oon- 
dolonces of the Begum upon an ocscasiou of an accidental hurt whi<^ 
occurred to His Highness. This will be proved, and will assist in re- 
futation of the attempt to implicate Meah Afreen. The Moghul 
Mirza Mahomed Hosam, against whom so much has been poaitiTelj 
and reckletslj sworn, is a person of great respectability, whose fitther 
and grandfather held office under the ancestors of His Highness. His 
duties are of a litorary and confidential character, and upon this 
joumej it was his particular business to be in attendance upon the 
Khan Sahib, Aman Ali. The nature and times of that attendant will 
be shown, as in the case of the Urzbe^gy, to be wholly inconsistent 
with the reckless and unmeaning conduct which the witnesses have 
charged him with. 

"Witnesses to general character will be called, especially to that of 
Meah Urjoomund, whose known bcneTolen(*e of heart ana conduct is 
such and so universally attested as to place liim beyond the reach of 
calumny ; except, indeed, from persons of the station and ignorance 
of those who are the pillars of this unfortunate though memorable 
prusocution. Ho has ever been as much admired by the gentry 
and the wealthy who have been broughc in contact with him, as he 
has been a fricud to the poor and to the unfortunate. It is a remark- 
able feature in the mass of contradictory testimony which has been 
heard ui)on this trial, that although the witnesses have thought it 
necessary (for an obvious but short-sighted reason) to attempt in some 
way to implicate this prisoner in the facts which they came here to 
detail, they felt the influence of his general character sufficiently to 
qualify their falsehoods in various ways ; and the same witness variously, 
at different times, in favour of Meah Urjoomund, and in favour of 
him alone. The most bitter of them has tiius reluctantly defeated hia 
own obieci : for, I believe, that even taking each witness separately 
untested by the damning experiment of comparison with his fellows 
no criminal mind can fairly be imputed to Meah Urjoomund, and all 
Courts have adopted the axiom of the Roman Law, Nullut reus min 
mens sit rea. — A criminal act cannot proceed from a harmless mind or 
intention. 

** Before proceeding to review the evidence in detail, it will be useful 
to consider the kind of proof by which a charge of this nature might 
be ex])ected to be 8U])ported, so as to give it at least the semblance 
of truth ; which consideration will involve other probabilities and sup- 

?ositions that will be found to bear most nuiterially upon the case, 
'he English Law says, (and I neither know, nor can I suppose, that 
either the Muhomedan Shurrah or the precedents of the Company's 
Nizamut Adawlut say otherwise), that every fact put in issue in a 
Court of Justice must be proved by the best evidence, of which, ac- 
cording to its nature and character, it is capable. The fact or chain of 
£scts in issue here is, whether the highest o^cials and intimate asso- 
ciates of His Highness the Nawab Nozim, have, or have not, been 
guilty of murderous and wanton cruelty, not as a general charge, but 
m a particular specifietl instance ; not for any purpose of ambition, 
revenge for personal dishonour or di»gra<'e, from no motive of policy, 
but in wanton and palpably useless tort ui*e to extort a confession of the 
theft of the private property of the only one of tliem who is not 
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shown (I am sure it will be admitted), or pretended to have taken an 
active part, by will or act, in the alleged torture. Again, the torture 
was not in secret, nor under any precautions whatever (as far as hai 
appeared) against detection and punishment. It was in open day, in 
presence of some 2000, many hundreds of whom were strangers to all 
l^iartios concerned ; and a still larger number, by station, habits, fears 
and hopes, much more likely to sympathize with the sufferers than to 
screen the evil-doers. On the other hand, this barefaced cruelty would 
appear to have been unusual and isolated. Not only is this the first 
criminal charge brought against the associates and officers of the 
Nizamut, since that name became a title merely, and ceased to ad- 
minister justice (because they have ceased to have subjects) ; and placed 
as they are in the trying and difficult, nay, invidious position, of 
possessing the |mgeantry, the state, the outward homage of sovereign 
princes, but with the rights and the responsibility of the meanest 
subject, with no prerogative, no real privilege— it ia matter of surprise 
that, in such a position, the household, the Ck)urt of the Nizamut, 
should not have become amenable to the visitations of British Justice. 
Yet so it IB. The crime now chargrd against them by the Qt>vemment 
of this country is an isolated instance — one httle to be expected, and 
said to be perpetrated by the acts and sanction of a class of men of 
proverbially gentle and peaceable habits, and demeanor, of whom the 
chief (so c^ed) criminals have already received, out of the mouths of 
witnesses for the prosecution, unhesitatingly, a character for integrity 
and humanity. Nor can it be collected or conjectured from the evi- 
dence, that any of these, during the long interval between the com- 
mission of the alleged crime and the first official notice of it, viz., the 
information of the Darogah of this city, on the 30th April, acted in 
any way as a guilty man, especially as one possessed of means and 
powers would act : however, fortunately for the cause of truUi, the 
testimony offered contains intrinsic proof that no apprehension could 
have existed in the minds of any of the prisoners who had the power 
to influence, to corrupt, or to place out of reach the witnesses of the 
crime. No one witness has pretended that any such attempt has been 
made either with regard to himself or any other person. A vague re- 
mark not amounting to evidence was, I believe, made by one of the 
witnesses, imputing receipt of a bribe to the local police of the Maldah 
District, and I do not doubt that any of the others who came here 
prepared to testify to the presence of the police at the scene of the 
crime (which was certainly the easiest mode of disposing of an obvious 
difficulty in the credibiUty of their general story) would have thought 
it fitting to guess at a like conclusion. This circumstance, therefore, 
cannot be taken to form an exception to the proposition which I have 
inferred and stated, and in its favour we have the presence of and 
remarkable deposition of the approver, the servant of Meah Urjoo- 
mund. We have, too, the khas servants of His Highness over whose 
affairs and household be it remembered the accused Aman Ali Khan 
had undisputed sway, he being, to use the significant language of the 
herald, Hajee Nunha. From these considerations, from these facts, 
are wo not justified in making, are we not bound and compelled to 
make, the following deduction ? Before men of the character and posi- 
tion of the principal defendants, including all for whom I appear, 
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can be fairly, or coiuUtently with sound polity and good gacemmetd^ 
placed upon their trial for offeDCcs such as those here chai-ged againBt 
them, respectable, consistent and probable testimony must be ad- 
duced (because there exists no obstacle to its production, and it must 
imdoubtedly exist) wortliy of belief from its own intrinsic weight, ir- 
respectiTc of the cliances or poBsibilitj of refutation, and further cor- 
roborated bj tlie probable certaintj, tliat, if the testimony be false 
or exaggerated, undoubted means exist of exculpation, without let or 
hindrance. 

"That this deduction, this axiom I may aay, is the more imperatiTe to 
guide our judgment in this case, because we are wholly dependent 
upon that most frail, mo8t dangerous of instruments in this country, 
that will-o'-the-wisp to the administrators of justice^oral evidence. 
We are wlioUy without circumstantial evidence of any kind. For even 
the geography of localities, for every fact, for every link of every fact 
which is to be the part of the chain, I do not say of condemnation, 
but of suspicion against the prisoners, we must look to and depend 
upon fleeting words, and still more fleeting memory ; to them alone, 
without any other aid, any circumstances or indicia^ which cannot lie 
whatever. We are told the men are dead ; we are told of rumours 
why they died ; we arc told, in many and various and strange descrip- 
tions, of tlieir treatment and conduct some few days preceding the 
aUegod date of their alleged decease ; we are told of the supposed 
reasons and motives of that treatment ; but who in this Court knows 
(putting aside admissions of the prisoners, of which none are in evi- 
denoe here) that such men ever even existed ? Assaults and personal 
injuries to the living are proved in Courts of Justice by those who suf- 
fered them ; homicide and death are proved by the production and 
judicial inspection of the bodv. I do not aay that this normal rule can 
never be with safety departed from ; far less do I intend to base the 
defence of my clients upon any denial of the existence or the death of 
either Muddec or llingoo. It is wholly unnecessary, and therefore in- 
expedient, that I should do so. A great English criminal judge and 
lawyer. Sir Matthew Hale, is well known to have made and adhered to 
the nde, never to permit a conviction of murder where the body, as 
the best proof of the corpus delicti, was not forthcoming. This rule 
has since, in especial cases, been departed from by the English Courts, 
as well as by the Company's Nizamut Adawlut. My object in now 
alluding to tliis defect in the present evidence is, to illustrate the great 
difficulty that the Court must necessarily have in satisfying their con- 
science even upon the broader, notorious, and easily tested facts of the 
case, without other guide than oral evidence. But how much greater 
and more serious b the difliculty when the facts to be proved are de- 
pendent upon not merely honest and minute and careful olMervation 
and attention, upon not merely honest and unbiased, but sure and in- 
telligent recollection ! 

'* Let ui, then, make some inquiry into the intelligence, the respect- 
ability, the consistency, and title to this great confidence (which thej 
must be entitled to in order, not only to attach even suspicion of guilt 
to my clients, but to divest this remarkable prosecution of a character 
of rashness and impolicy unexampled even in the history of British 
India) of the persons from whose mouths the oral evidence proceeds. 
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And first, who are the witnesses relied on (we need not now refer to 
those precious morceauxj those examples, remarkable not for their 
rarity, but for their perfection as examples of audacious and seeminglj 
unconscious mendacity, whom the Public Prosecutor has' not less 
judiciously than honourably rejected from Ms proofs) in support of this 
prosecution ? They are fifteen in the whole, viz. : — 

" Two Fakeers, or beggars, one of them a leper. 

•* One approver, the Kliawas, or slave, from whose custody the yet 
missing property (which Muddee and Hingoo were accused of steal- 
ing) was lost. 

" One ToekA scullion. 

** Five menial attendants of His Highness the Nawab Nazim, viz , a 
batta burdar, a peon, a tailor, a chokedar. and a nukub, or herald. 

"Then, one Christian, and ceitainly reapectable witness, His High- 
ness's coachman. 

** A Teek& grave-cart driver, employed under the coachman. 

*' Two of the camp bhistees. 

" An ignorant helper to a person said to be employed as the koberaj 
of the camp ; and lai>tly. 

** A Meah, who is the deputy and mosahib of Aman AH Khan. He 
completelv exculpates the latter, and shows no disposition to affect 
any of the Meah's by his evidence ; but he is evidently called because 
be is not unwilling to make a scapegoat of the Moghul prisoner. 

*' Now, it is not an unimportant fact, that these fifteen are selected 
from an enormous mass of lengthy depositions in the Foujdarry, com- 
prising more than one hundr^ witnesses, of whom sixty-eight are in 
the calendar. They are the cream of the collection — a collection made, 
of course, by the efforts, or under the auspices, of that Darogah who 
distinguished himself bv his report of the ** Bazar Rumours," on the 
80th April — rumours which, as he then said, accused no one, and had 
no definite form, but wliich, between that date and the commitment 
for trial, some six weeks hence, have ripened into the definite and in- 
telligent testimony of these fifteen witnesses. And what have these 
witnesses told us ? Have we heard from them one consistent tale, or 
one tale with unimportant narrations ? Do they all, or any fair pro- 
portion of them who profess to have witnessed the same evil deeds — 
above all, do they inculpate the same persons as the doers of those 
deeds, or do they vary in this respect in a manner impossible for 
honesty to vary. Is there mixed up with possible truth impossible 
falsehoods, or inconsistent statements as to matters for which the 
witness was unprepared ? Has or has not each witness his evident 
bias, even on comparatively unimportant parts of his story, showing 
the danger of confiding in his meditated account of what actuiUly 
affects the questions at issue? To the presiding Judge, and to the 
Muftee, I might with propriety and confidence put these suggestive 
questions, without actual reference to the details of that evidence 
which they have both so carefully noted, and have, doubtless, already 
most attentively weighed ; but I proceed to note and compare a few 
of these details. 

** Dhunnoo Shaik, the beggar, who carries the hookah, and who leads 
the race of the elect fifteen, saw, at noon of the first day, the two 
victims tied by their feet to separate tent-pegs, on their backs, with 
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their hands bound behind. At this time, the Meahs, Afreen, Belial, 
Ekball, Hajee Tamas, and the Moghul (whom be confoiixids with 
Meer £mam Ali, the Urzboggy), the Mahoot, and the rojsterioiis 
Burra Sahib (whom all implicate^ perhaps because he is absent), were 
present, and in some way encouraging the Zulen. He next sees the 
young Khawas taken to the river by Sepoys After the return from 
the river, His Highness returned, viz., about 1 p.m. The suspected 
thieves are summoned before, and are taken to His Highness by Aman 
Ali Khan personally. His Highness interrogates them. The Khan 
Aman Ali threatened tlieir hves before His Highness, who ordered 
their release : which order is countermanded by the Khan. Witness, 
on the second day, saw Muddec tied on his back as before, but Hingoo 
was sitting, torn and bleeding. The day after, the boy was seen to 
have been burnt all over his body. They were taken in two majholee 
garries to Allal. Witness helped to dig the grave of the boy. Who 
were present at the burial, besides the two Bhesteos and this witness ? 
Burra Sahib and Shere Ali Fakeer. This witness saw all the Meahs 
engaged in beating. 

"Hingim Khan, the leper, saw the two men tied to the tent-pegs, 
not of the Meah's tent, but of Aman Ali Khan, three or four 
ghuries before tlie Khan returned with His Highness from Shikar. 
The Mealis aud a great crowd were there. The only beating which 
this man professes to have witnessed was inflicted by the Khan per- 
sonally, at his own tent, and he evidently implies that the victims had 
not been beaten at all until then. 

** Hossainee Shaik, the approver, gives his version of the loss of his 
master's box. He, of course, disclaims the slightest interference in, 
or encouragement of, the maltreatment of the suspected men. Thia 
slave represents the Naib Meer Monshi and Burra Sahib, men who 
were the companions aud equals of his master, as being so terrified 
with his (witness's) insinuations and accusations, when he awoke and 
discovered his loss, that they forthwitli set about hunting the camp 
for a tliief, whom (as lie now professes to believe) they falsely accused. 
Ho reprcstnits himself as panilyscd with fear, and either wholly un- 
willing or unable (from his state of utter prostration) to take any steps 
to render any assistance whatever. Yet this trusty menial acknow- 
ledges, that during his eight or nine years' service with the Meah 
Urjoomuud, lie has not known or heard of his master being guilty of 
a single act of violence ; and although he received not a single reproof 
from his niaiitcr at Purranporc, his state of head-kawas continued to 
Allal, which he gives as a reason for not having seen the suspected 
men, or knowing anything about tliem at that place. He alone re- 
mained inactive ; he, who knew and felt how much his own izzut at 
least was concerned in recovery of the property (to say nothing of 
his duty or gratitude to his master), he alone was tender-hearted 
and silent ! According to this man's account, Muddoe (after 
Hingoo being brought) was taken, before the return of the Meahs 
and His Highness on the first day, to the river to the Modee's 
shop. After His Hi^hness's return they were taken to a garden 
or pLintation, on which occasion the Mohter is first introduced. 
He denies that they were taken to the tent of His Highness or of Aman 
Ali Khan, He describes them as having been bastinadoed wliilst tied 
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with their feet up and head downwards. In his evidence here he dis- 
tinctly impUcates his master as approving of the beating. On the 
joumej to AUal, according to his account, one thief was taken in a 
palkee, the other in a cart 

Perhaps the most remarkable feature in this wretch's eyidenoe is the 
mean attempt to implicate his master, who he distinctly exculpated 
before the Magistrate ; but he was probably not aware, when he made 
his Foujdarry deposition, of his master haying told the Magistrate, as 
the truth was, that this very man, his own servant, informed him, 
upon his arrival in camp, of the loss of the box, and of the capture of 
the suspected men (one of them, Hingoo, by Hossainee lumself) ; 
whereupon the Meah Urjoomund^ upon hearing the ineffectual at- 
tempts to trace his property, ordered the release of the prisonerM 
This man's testimony boars upon its face, to my mind the conscious- 
ness of guilt, and that his only hope of escape is by corroborating the 
case, made, or supposed to be made, against all the prisoners. 

** Buheem Ali, the tceka cook, or scullion, is a travelled man, who 
has studied divers arts in divers climes ; and it would appear that we 
are indebted to his former master, Mr. Porter (whom this witness 
asserts to be in his debt for all he earned, besides money advanced 
during his two mouths' service), for the haphazard testimony of this 
extra cook's-mate or scullion. According to this man's account, Aman 
Ali Khan was with Uijoomund when they jointly inquired, ** Wliat 
Tamasha is this?" And then (i.e. immediately on alighting from their 
elephants) the former gave the order to beat. The suspected men 
were then {i.e. after the return of His Highness) taken to the river, 
and from the river to the Bazar, where they were beaten in the 
presence of a crowd, and ordered to be dragged by their foot His 
account proceeds, that on the second day the men were taken to a 
kudam-tree. It is this man who describes an occurrence, contradicted 
by all the others nigli, that Aman Ali Khan, before going to Shikar 
in the morning, stayed back, suffering the Nawab Nazim to proceed 
alone, whilst he went to the tent of the Mealis to give orders for 
beating the captives; who tlicreupon were beaten by Joomun, by 
Peeroo Mahout, and by the Mehter. (By the way, wlicre is this 
Mehter, who has been several times referred to, although at different 
times by different persons ?) He describes a search and diving process 
in a small boat, not spoken to, that I am aware, by any other witness. 
This was on the third day, at Puranpore. It was just after this des- 
cription that the witness added, " Teen duffa ya haluch hooa ;" which 
would appear to have been the index, in liis own mind, of the several 
searchings and bruigings back to which he had to depose, and accord- 
ingly had deposed. 

" The pert and over-zealous manner of this man in the witness-box 
must be m the recollection of all who were present : how he overlooked 
the Sheristadar when writing his words ; and how, on one ocoassion, 
when he had delivered liimself of what he considered a telling fact or 
opinion, in his anxiety to proceed ho asked of the writer, * Lieka ap ?' 
The manifest and important discrepancies between his Foujdarry depo- 
sition and his evidence being pointed out to him, he unhesitatingly 
disavowed them, and ascribed them to the writer. I request of the 
Court, whilst considering their judgment, not to omit makuig this 
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comparison, which will alone remove all doubt (should any roma-n 
in their minds) of the utter worthlesaness of this teeka vagabond's 
testimony. He was on the look-out for a teeka job, and he has found 
one doubtless as well suited to his antecedents as to his taste. 

** We next have Hingoo Khan, His Highness's pandish-bearer, who 
must oi^en have attended the Meahs, or at least in their presence, as 
the constant guests and companions of His Highness. Little could 
they, or indeed any of His Highness's household now at the bar of this 
Court, have expected to see this famiilar attendant arrayed against 
them. But so far has the ingenuity of those enemies who have con- 
tinued and originated this baseless prosecution (who will, I fervently 
trust, as I believe they will, ere long, be discovered, and meet with at 
least a portion of their deserts) tiiumphed The old familiar faces, 
not indeed of persons of station or respectability (I use this word 
rather ill its conventional Bengalee than European meaning and sense), 
but the menials who have obeyed their sliglitest nod. are brought here. 
There is something unusual and remarkable in this. One inference 
from it I have already drawn ; anotlier is scarcely less obvious. These 
men must have been taught, and laUly taught too, that the sun of 
these nobles of the Sliahnuggur has set; that they have nothing to 
fear from their froions or to hope from their good-will. But little 
acquaintance with the Asiatic mind is needed to trace and deduce how 
it is that these men are founds at the bidding of the British Sircar 
(through that strong arm of its powcTy not always righteously used, 
the Mofussiil Police, the herd of nazirs, darogahs wogherah), bearing 
testimony, unthought of and unsuspected, against persons whom their 
young prince and master certainly does not, because he cannot 
with truth, accuse; but whom he, as certainly, may not assume to 
protect, although I do not and cannot doubt that he sympathises with 
them in the strait in which they are now, I venture to say, most 
unjustly reduced. This man, Hingoo Khan, relates the visit to the 
indigo factory between the hours of nine and ton in the morning of 
the second day, when he particularizes the Moonshee Moghul Jan, 
Biirra Sahib, and Joomun, as the conductors of the elephant upon 
which Muddce waa bound, and the Meahe, Mussurut Ali and Afreen, 
as following at the distance of an arrow's flight, a fanciful measure- 
ment, but not difficult of comprehension as a watching distance. A 
remarkable statement by tliis man, both in the Foujdarry and here, 
and quite inconsistent with all other testimony to the same circum- 
stance, is, that Muddee was brought back from Nowghurrea on an 
elephant, not on a camel. In the Foujdarry he added that Moghul 
Jan and Burra Sahib were seated on the same elephant — a still more 
serious discrepancy. The two depositions otherwise materially differ ; 
and after his former deposition was read to him, this witness, nothing 
loth to abide by the fuller statement, declared, " What I said before 
the magistrate was true." But he nevertheless admitted, that what 
he said respecting the cause of deatli was from rumour only. 

" Next is the evidence of George SliajDcott, a witness, to my mind, 
undoubtedly credible, as far as integrity and absence of corrupt motive 
is conccmecl. Indcod ,1 by no means object to this man's testimony 
being used as a lever, a touchstone, to raise and to test the mass of in- 
congruous statements with wliich the prosecutor's tale is incumbered. 
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How much doubt, exaggeration, and falsehood will thus be dissipated, 
although Shapcott's experience travels but a part of the weary journey 
of the alleged seven days* cruelty ! From him, then, we learn that a 
bond fide search for stolen property was made at Nowghurrea ; that 
the lad Muddee was taken there ; that upon his apparently false in- 
formation the witness Jungloo was seized, and would have shared the 
fate of Muddee but for the interference of Shapcott ; that this inter- 
ference was nothing more than the use of Aman Ali Khan's name, 
which effectually stayed the meditated injustice of punishing before 
proof or sufficient inquiry. ^Ye hear of no retort from the camel-driver 
that the Khan had ordered the boy to be beaten ; we learn also from 
this witness — and it is an important fact as bearing upon the testimony 
of others — that the boy Muddee retracted his accusation of Jungloo at 
Nowghurrea and transferred all ground of suspicion to two lezes or 
Nautch-girls, at Purranpore ; we learn that no person of authority 
(and Moghid Jan and Burra Sahib would have been such) were 
present with the boy there ; tlmt the camel'driver tacts the onlif one of 
the prisoners whom he saw beat : and considering the station, ignor- 
ance, and habits of this camel-driver, he surely cannot be very hfurshly 
judged for administering some correction to a boy who had admitted 
himself a thief of valuable property, and was palpably trifling with 
and imposing upon the servants' great and useful labour in an a))parent 
spirit of wantonness (for I know not what rational motive to ascribe). 
Which of us would expect his jemadar or syces to act with leniency or 
philosophical forbearance in a similar position ? The jemadar accused 
by Shapcott is, for some unexplained reason, not here. Shapcott 
proves tliat all this happened on the morning of the 28th March, viz , 
the seizure and release of Jungloo (for he distinctly says the boy's ac- 
cusation of the latter was afler, or at least during the beating), and as 
I undcr(>tand him, the arrival at Nowgurrea of the camel which 
brought tlie boy ; we are assured from his evidence that the boy did 
not return to Purranpore on an elephant, as insisted on by the pandish- 
bearer. From a subsequent part of his evidence we find that the 
kooberaj Joomuck and the Mebter were for some time administering 
remedies to the captured men ; that no one of the prisoners at this bar 
(excepting tlie camel-driver in the manner mentioned) took any part 
or concerned themselves in the matter, so far as this witness knows 
(and is it possible he should not have known, if a titlie or a modicum 
of the stream of testimony from others were not false, and wilfully 
false?), tliat both men were buried under a cotton tree in the Maidan, 
within view of the stables, early in the afternoon of two consecutive 
days. Although the evidence of this \i'itness not only does not im- 
plicate, but, upon the whole, is clearly exculpatory of my clients from 
any share in, or conduct, or sanction, of any ill-treatment whatever ; 
for the circumstance tliat the accused men, with the Khawas Etwaree, 
were hving in a pal or mat-shed three or four yards off (such is his 
evidence) from the Meah's tent, can surely warrant no conclusion 
against the innocence of the Meahs, that they were necessarily acfc and 
part in any injuries sustained by or inflicted on those men. I must 
yet comment on that part of Siiapcott's testimony wliicli shows the 
condition of the bodies of Hingoo and Muddee when he saw them 
under the p:il. He describes the skin being off different parts of their 
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bodies, also swelling ; no ii\juries to tlie face or head ; no wales or 
cutting up of the flesh ; no ulcerous openings : no pouring out of blood 
or matter from wounds. Now, what must be the deduction from this 
evidence in a judicial mind ? 

** I submit thej are : — 

** 1. That injuries of a more serious and less superficial character 
than those seen and described hj the witue^ could not then have ex- 
isted. 

" 3. Tliat much of the appearances described may have been the re- 
sult of unskilful medical or surgical treatment. 

" And how mucli are these positive and necessary inferences, corrobo- 
rated by (xjmparison with the deliberate testimony of some of the 
others ? The toeka cook's mate, says, * Only the eyes were visible, 
all the rest was one bruise.* By some their hands are dmcribed to 
have been frightfully lacerated, and they were burnt with hot gools. 
Are then the accounts of tlie cruel beating and torturing, and their 
effects, supported and contnidictod by Shapcott's description ? He 
shows no disposition to keep back or to hesitate in describing, or to 
soften down his recollection of the state in which he saw them. He 
speaks of it as any humane man would, upon wliom what he saw made 
a strong impression, and wlio would therefore be likely to give a 
somewhat coloured and unintentionally biased view of the object seen. 
He in eficct disproves the circumstantial description of wounds uid 
iU-treatment, variously and in contradictory terms certainly, but gen- 
erally spoken to by the low native witnesses. 

** The hurkara or peon, Doodiill, returned with Muddee on the camel 
from Nowghurrea to Purranpore. He si^eaks to a carrying to the 
river side on (I think) the second day. He describes the two to have 
been tied by the tent, with their hands tied together, but the feet at 
liberty ; he saw them slapped and kicked, not beaten with Bti<dLB, 
by the Urzbeggy, by the Moonshoc, Burra Saliib, Joomon and the 
Mahooth. 

" This man*s evidence needs no comment : it would seem to be an 
indifferently selected portion of the camp rumours ; and he does as 
little for the cause which he is called to support as he well can : in- 
deed, his silence as to much which is said to have been notorious and 
manifest to all would be unaccountable, upon the hypothesis that 
either the gravamen of tlie charge itself, or of the varying circumstan- 
tial statements in its support, is or are mainly true as stated. 

" That the Chobdar Ghassoo has belied himself, and come forward 
also with his portion of the camp rumours, or that Ameer Ali, the 
Nukub, is a pretended witness of what miglit or might not have hap- 
pened, is an obvious and an insuperable inference from a simple list, 
for which neither of them were prepared. Ghassoo relates a plausible 
story of his accidental presence under the kudum-tree, near the tent 
of tlie Aman Ali Khan. He was sick, he bathed there, and was 
openly and continuously there during the day. 

'* The Nukub had his bester also under the same tree, but he knows 
nothing of the chobdar : indeed he positively denies that he was there 
during the intervals when he came homo for his meals and rest, and 
when not parading the camp or the bazar. At all events, they each 
speak to the taking to the nver-side circumstantially. This fixes the 



159 



time of the presence of each under the tree ? Can there be any doubt 
that if several native servants had their besters at that tree, and were 
simultaneously looking on at such a scene as they describe, each would 
have been able to speak to the presence of the other, especially as there 
was something especial in the presence of the chobdiar, also in his con- 
dition and occupation ? The fact I believe to be, that the Nuzub 
hazarded the answer that he was under the tree, little thinking why 
he was asked. I may almost say, Utrum horum mavis accipe. In 
truth it is impossible (without looking to other discrepancies or objec- 
tions to their evidence) that either of these men can be judicially re- 
lied on. It would indeed be a hazardous rcspousibility to have to 
guess or to calculate which is to be rejected, wnich is the real Simon 
Pure. 

"The only remarkable feature in the evidence of the carter Junglee 
Shaikh is, that it materially contradicts the trustworthy George Shap- 
cott as to the occurrences at Nowghurrea ; a fact which must be in the 
recollection of the Court. This testimony, therefore, needs no com- 
ment from me. The same objection applies, but not so strongly, to 
the deposition of Hajee Nunha. This man implicates a new asamee, 
the Mooshieff Jeliun Lall. He recollects the remonstrances of the 
woimdod Meah Hajee Tamas. At Gujol, he deposes that Muddce 
complained to his father that his body was burning — that Muddee was 
attended by the Koberaj and a Brahmin, who gave Iiim, not plaster, or 
ointment, or poultice, but internal medicine — something to drink, and 
pills. 

*' This man says that on the road to Allal, Hingoo travelled in a 
meeana, Muddee on a ruth. He describes the marks on Muddee*s 
body at Gujol to be those which we had seen at Purranpore, viz., 
marks of korah and caning. Statements as of fact made by this wit- 
ness in the Foujdarry he now acknowledges to be hearsay. 

" The evidence of Meah Amcen shows, inter alia^ that there was 
nothing remarkable in Etwarree's having a pal pitched in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Meah's tent. He distinctly contradicts those who 
implicate Aman Ali Khan, or the other Meahs, or the Urzbeegy, and 
he speaks as others do to the prevalence of cholera in the Lushkar. I 
think it quite unnecessary to remark upon the evidence of the bheestees 
and of the Khoberaj*s servant, Bugghobun Ghose ; feeling satisfied 
that no impartial mind can build condemnatory conclusions against 
my clients upon anytliing that those three have said, collectively or 
individually. 

" Such, then, is a cursory review of the proofs, or of what are svh- 
situtedfor proofs, in this most serious and most extraordinary case ! 
In the name oi justice and of common sense, what definite or intel- 
ligible tale of guilt do they reveal, or can there be extracted from 
them ? Are these miserable equivocators, these paupers and menials, 
the select from the 2000 of the camp, from the mass of the Foujdarry 
deponents, the *' best evidence " procurable in support of charges of 
this nature ? If the public prosecutor thinks that they are, I call 
upon him to show how and why they are. It is a scandal and a shame, 
it b a grievous wrong to the aimiable young prince whose servants and 
companions these are, that my clients should be called upon to undergo 
the disgraceful ordeal of a public trial — should have sufiered months 
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of anxious incarceration— should (for their necessary self-protection) 
liaye been put to great charges upon such paltry, contradictory, inoon- 
dusiye, such impossible testimony as this. To suppose that they can 
be convicted upon it would be monstrous. Not one of them (Meah 
Urjoomund, Hajce Tamas, the Urzbeggy, Meah Afreen, or Moghul 
Jan Moonshec) denies that the two men were, or rather might hare 
been, for all they know, beaten (but by no means to the extent pre- 
tended) : not one of them saw or sanctioned that beatinff — not one of 
them had any cause or assignable motive for doinff so ; neither of 
them made inquiry about the deaths of these men^ or had reason to 
do so. Such information as they subsequently obtained was from the 
rumours of the camp or from tlie mouth of the accomplished, the re- 
jected Doctor Joomuck. And hero I would digress to obserre, that the 
discrepancies and contradictions which have proTcd fatal in the eye uf 
the public prosecutor to the crt^dit of five of his selected witnesses, by 
no means betray an anxiety to defeat the prosecution. Those men 
have not served or answered the purpose as expected ; they hare 

})roved their own worthlessness, that they have deliberately sworn 
alsely, either here or in the Fouidarry, or in both places ; but their 
evidence here as conclusively proves that they are hostile, in thought 
and intention, to the prisoners at the bar. Tlie inference is irresistible, 
that they are members of a cou'^piracy ; they have only been lees skilful 
or less fortunate than some of their companions. W hat more need I 
say upon the general complexion of the case ? I have endeavoured to 
insist upon and to argue the general rules which should be brought to 
bear upon its consideration ; and I have curiously adverted to some, 
but only some, of the palpable defects and discrepancies (the public 
prosecutor will in vain strive to show them to be honest discrepancies) 
in the details of the evidence. One remarkable hood of discrepancy, 
showing the gross carelessness as well as untruthfulness of the witnesses, 
one which must have made a deep impression upon the minds of the 
Court, I do not think I have specially noticed ; I allude to the deecrip- 
tion of the manner in which the men, Hingoo and Muddee, were con- 
veyed from PuiTanpore to Allal 

** I have also yet to observe upon one very prominent and remark- 
able fact, or rather an omission which invoices many facts^ in what I 
may call the forensic history of this prosecution. Etwarree, the father 
of the deceased boy, Muddee, who attended his dying momenta, who 
nursed him during liis mortal sickness, who procured medicine for his 
child, and was found wecpinj^ at the entrance of the pal ; this man 
has not been examined, nor has Ids absence boon in any manner ac- 
counted for. Wo have heard from the witness that, with one exception 
(mentioned, I think, by tlie slave Hossainee), no complaint or remon' 
st ranee was made by Etwarree at any time — not a word is breathed of 
his attributing Muddee* s mortal sickness to maltreatment of any hind^ 
although he was the khas khawas of His Highness. We hear qf no 
coaxing J no threat s^ no presents^ which^ if they existed or occurred^ 
must or. might have been proved here. The court, surely, are not to 
be asked, on such a trial as this, to have intuitive knowledge of facta ; 
and nothing but the existence of some collateral independent facts not 
before the Court, and which have no reference to or connexion with 
anything in proof, can render this man's absence, and still more his 
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proved silence a%d unfimrmuring submiteion to the calamity wkieh 
hefel hit child, other than unanswerable and incurable defects in the 
affirmative proof bj which alone the case for the prosecution most 
stand or fall. 

" Ghtesses and conjectures cannot^ legally or justly^ by any juridical 
principle at all, be admitted or stand in the place of any part of thai 
affirmative proof. Of course it may be said (as a prosecutor in such 
a dUemma always must say), * Oh, if Etwarree considers or knows 
that his son was not ill-treated, why do you not call him in your 
defence ?' The principles upon which I have already insisted are a 
sufficient answer to any such query I am not here on behalf of either 
of my clients to prove innocence, but to show that you have not 
proved guilt. You have not produced that sort of evidence, either in 
character or in detail, which can lead the mind of a Judge to a safe 
conclusion. You may have given enough to suspect something 
against somebody, but not to condemn any particular person or per- 
sons — certainly not against those whom I defend — of any defined 
misconduct. In no Court of Criminal Justice where an English 
Judge presides, is the Judge obliged to arrive at any conclusion. The 
panel may be gmlty or innocent. The Judge has merely to do with 
the proofs of ascertained and defined guilt. Moreover, in this case 
each of the principal defendants is deprived of what would be the most 
likely and the most credible evidence of his not being amenable to the 
charge preferred. His bhaebunds, his companions, those with whom 
he lives, who know his way and habits ; because they are aU by his 
side, suspected criminals like himself : with how much more reason 
and intelligible ground of suspicion might several of the witnesses have 
been substituted in their pluce ! The Fakeer, who virtuously declined 
the invitation to beat, which the other 300 Fakeers accepted ; the 
tender-hearted slave, who made no effort to recover the treasure so un- 
accountably spirited away whilst he was sleeping — at a time, by-the- 
bye, when, if at any time, he should have been awake, viz., imme- 
diately after his night's rest. 

" Where, under such circumstances, would be the wisdom or the 
discretion of attempting, by testimony, to disprove what is not 
proved? 

*' As to Etwarree, I know nothing and wish to know nothing of 
him. I am told he was examined in the Mofussil ; if so, his deposi- 
tion will be with the nutthee ; and I do not object, nor do I suppose 
the learned defender of other persons will object, to that deposition 
being looked at. Had its contents fitted the case for the prosecution, 
doubtless the deponent would have been, like the others, committed 
to the care of the Police Nazir, one of whose duties throughont the 
Mofussil of India I understand to be, to act aa the whipper-in and 
custodian of witnesses ! 

" I would add a few words with reference t^ the Naib-Meer- 
Moonshee, the Moghul prisoner. This man's case is peculiarly hard. 
Neither from caste, kindred, oi- occupation, has he the svn^pathy of 
those classed with him. It must have been observed by all who 
listened to the evidence that each of the witnesses had a disposition to 
screen or to tread Hglitly upon the reputation of some one — each, I 
mean, of those attaAed to the Nizamut ; and doubtless had the Meer 

M 
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Moonahae hhnBelfy Mim Mahomed Hosain, been on my friend the 
public proeeoutor's list, he would hare some reluctance, with whateTer 
impreMions, recollections, or disposition otherwise he might have 
oome here, to represent his deputy not mer^y as a thief taker, but as 
the serrant, tool, and executioner of thief-takers. 

** As it is, he has been recklessly named ; and he, together with the 
absent Burra Sahib, of whom I know and can say nothing) haye beea, 
as it were by common consent, brought in on different occasions tu 
Bcapegoatty or, at least, as useful adjuncts to make the case complete. 
As regards the Meahs themselves, I can be at no loss, when I see the 
favours and distinctions heaped upon them by their princely master 
and benefactor, to understand, why and how they have been so 
wickedly imphcated in a transaction, which if it occurred, and what- 
ever its character, was the work either of their drudge and menials, 
or of the thousand vagabonds, fakeers (doubtless ^ways ready for 
excitement or tomasha of any kind), with which the camp was infested. 
I am not bound to define, because it is not^ as I humbly but earnestly 
submit, within the province, much less the duty, of this Court — if 
they are not perfectly and conclusively satisfied that the guilt of any 
or either of my ehcnt« has been legally proved — to define in their own 
minds any conclusions or probabilities whatever. The certain knofo- 
ledge of truth is not given to man. The rules by which the Courts of 
enlightened nations endeavour, if not to arrive at truth, at least never 
to come to a mischievous as well as untruthful conclusion, are defined. 
Forensic judgment is a science, and it is indispensable that it should be 
BO. But were I asked what moral and extra-judicial conclusion my 
mind arrived at from this evitlence, I sliould say — I%om ttoo men 
have been maltreated hg some persons who believed themselves justi- 
fledy in consequence of the suspicions attached to them^ and of their 
conduct under these suspicions : the subject formed the common topic 
and rumour among the fakeers^ menials^ and followers of the Lushkiw, 
and the accounts given here amount to evidence of those rumours 
merely^ and not of ang facts at all. No one witness (excepting always 
the Christian coachman, whom I accuse only of involuntary exaggera- 
tion) has been an eye-witness of what he pretends ; but some may 
have seen enough to sketch or pictiu'c a tale upon sufficient encourage- 
ment, the outline being filled up and tlie picture coloured by the guess 
of his fellows during the safer, and perlmps, yet more, during the 
dangerous proximity to his co- witness enforctni by the system of the 
Moiussil police. I consider that the treatment, the wounds, the con- 
duct, have been all palpably and grossly misdescribed — not merely 
exaggerated. As to the doatlis, there is at least a strong moral proba- 
bility that the rumour of the death by cholera may be correct as to 
one, if not of both : if it be otherwise, I should say no man can draw 
any conscientious conclusions whatever from the evidence. All is 
vague. It is lamentable that it sliould bo so ; but how much more 
lamentable would it be that, in order ixy arrive at any aflHrmative 
judgment, we should venture to condemn even the meanest of our 
brother-men upon conjecture ?" 

The following is the reply put in by Mr. Trevor and Shumbo 
Nauth Pundit, c«onducting the prosecution on the part of Govern- 
ment : — 
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" Sept. 7th, 1868. 
" Before proceeding to offer the remarks we may consider it our duty 
to make upon the case in general, we would wish to express publicly 
the satisfaction we have received from the testimony borne by both the 
learned counsels for the defence to the manner in which the proseou" 
tion has been conducted by us. It has been our endeaTour to conduct 
the case with the spirit of fairness towards the accused, and it is a 
pleasure to us to learn that in this attempt we have not been unsuc- 
cessful. We also beg to be allowed to add our testimony to that of 
the learned counsel for the defence, to the great consideration that has 
been evinced through the course of this trial by the Court towards the 
accused. Mr. Clarke, the learned counsel for five of the accused, 
Aman Ali Khan, Musserut Ali Khan, Jowahir AU Khan, Meah Ekbal, 
and Meah Belal, has contented himself witli calling witnesses to 
character. We have, therefore, only to beg the Court to bear in mind 
that where the point at issue is, whether the accused have committed 
a particular act^ evidence of their general good character is obviously 
entitled to little weight unless some reasonable doubt exist as to their 
guilt. There are one or two facts given in Mr. Clarke's defence whidi 
do not exactly correspond with the evidence as taken down by us. 
For the clearing up of these discrepancies we shall have to ask you to 
refer to your notes after we have finished this reply. The other 
learned counsel, Mr. Montriou, defends five of the accused, Meah 
Urjoomund, Hajee Tamas. Meah Afreen, the Urzbeggy Imam Ah'^ 
and Mirza Mahomed Hoseain, alias Moghul Jan. For the two first- 
named the evidence given in defence b evidence to character. The 
defence for Meah Afreen is, that he was not the servant of the Nawab 
at ally but of the Nawab Begum, and sent by that lady to His High- 
ness with a letter of condolence after the occurrence of some injury to 
His Highness's person. The defence of Meer Imam Ali, the Urzhegcy, 
is, that his duties were of such a nature as to keep him so late oFa 
night with the Nawab as to render his participation in the perpetration 
of a crime charged nearly an impossibilty. The defence for Mirza 
Mahomed Hossain is, that his particular business was to be in attend- 
ance upon the Khan Sahib, Aman AU ; that the nature and times of 
that attendance were such as to be wholly inconsistent with the con- 
duct attributed to liim by the witness for the prosecution. The 
defendant, Fureed Khan, denies the charge of having beaten one of 
the deceased, and calls witness to prove his defence. The defendant, 
Joomuu 8haik, sets up an alibi as his defence, but calls no witness to 
prove it. The defendant. Peer Khan, who confessed before the magis- 
trate, denies before this Court, but calls no witnesses. 

" Before proceeding to notice how far the several defendants have 
substantiated their respective defences, we have a few remarks to offer 
upon the case generally. The first thing w, that the matter was 
first reported bif the Shahnvgqur Daroqa as a rumour : we submit 
that it was natural it should be so, 1 he crime was not committed 
in the Moorshedjibad district at all On the return of His Highness 
from the huntinj^ expedition the rumour naturally began to be rife 
in tlic city, and it was strictly the Daroga's duty, as laid down in 
Section iv!, Cliiusc i., Regulation xx. of 1817, to make tlie report he 
(hd. AnotluT point requirinfj notice is the retinue that jurompanied 
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His HighnetB apon thiB oocasion. The learned oouiuel for the de- 
fendant Uijoomund, and others, would seem to inppoee that the 
whole Court of the Nawab accompanied him in this expedition ; but 
this nowhere appears in the record, nor is it natural Uiat it should 
be the &ct It is more natural to suppose that on these oocasions 
His Highness would lay aside some of his usual state; indeed, one 
witness, Mahomed Amrru, distinctly deposes to a not unimportant 
fact, yiz., that all the Meahs, except Aman Ali, dined with His High- 
ness every day, Aman Ali doing so occasionally. 

"The next point to be noticed is the evidence adduced for the 
prosecution. The witnesses we have considered our duty to produce 
have, some of them, been subjected to a cross-examination as, we 
will venture to assert, has seldom been heard in our native courts of 
iustioe. They have been questioned not only on points bearing on 
the case, but on matters quite irrelevant They have been in the box, 
some of them a whole day, one man a day and a )\a\f ; and, after all, 
what contradictions have been elicited from them ? Very few, we 
maintain, on any material point; and all the contradictions are of 
such a nature as to prove rather the truth of the main story, than that 
these men have handed together to bring punishment and disgrace on 
the heads of the accused We appeal to the demeanour of the prin- 
cipal witnesses in the box as a proof that what they deposed to was, 
in the main, true. 

" The counsel for the defence, Mr. Montriou, admits the oool de- 
meanour of one, and attributes it to pertness and over-zeaL We 
assert that it is ridiculous to suppose that these fakeers and menials 
should have stood the cross-examination they did, and in the manner 
they did, had their evidence been founded on a lie. The leper, the 
itinerant vendor of smoke, the * ticca,' scullion (also called the * beea * 
va^bond), the tailor, to have in a great measure, if not entirely, 
baffled the efforts of two Supreme Court Barristers, is a proof to our 
mind, not of the want of talent in the counsel, but of the support the 
witnesses had in the knowledge that they were in the main speaking 
the truth. They differ as to the time of the several occurrences ; it is 
only natural that they should Months have elapsed since the 
occurrence took place, and had they all agreed as to tin\e we should 
have heard tliat such * imanimity was wonderful.' They differ as to 
the mode in which the two deceased persons were conveyed from one 
pku^ to another. Of what consequence is a discrepancy on sudli a 
point as this? We are told of conspiracy. Where are the con- 
spirators? Would not any one conspiring have brought forward 
witnesses of a superior walk of life to tnose adduced for the prosecu- 
tion ? Would His Highness have continued in his service up to the 
present time (as he has several of the witnesses) parties conspiring to 
bring ruin and disgrace upon a man high in his favour and service f 
The poverty and low state of the witnesses for the prosecution have 
been much insisted on by the learned counsel for the defence. We 
glory in them — they are our strength. It is stated by the learned 
eounsel for Urjooraund, and others, that in all cases the best evidence 
is to be given. To this axiom we assent ; but venture to think, that 
in his application of it the learned coiin*iel is in error. The axiom 
jefers to the evidence best in quality, not best in strength. We assert 
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that in quality no eyidence can be better than that produced for the 
prosecution, b«ing as it is the evidence of those who profess to have 
seen with their own eyes the facts they depose to. 

** The next }>oint calling for notice is the non-appearance of the 
father of the deceived, Muddee. This is a thing of frequent occur- 
rence in this country — so frequent, that, as long ago as 1822, a 
regulation was necessary to authorise the punishment of parties when, 
in cases of murder, the heir of the slain refuses to prosecute. We 
are confident that to this fact no weight will be attached by the 
Court, especially when the accused are, as one of them in the present 
case is, men of wealth and influence, llie next point to be noticed is 
the evidence of the English coachman in the service of His Highness, 
George Shapcott. Both the learned counsel for the defence mention 
in terms of commendation the manner in which this evidence was 
given, and we are also ready to agree with those gentlemen. Thu 
tDitnes9 implicated only one of the defendants as actual ly heating ; but 
his evidence is very strong as to iiie state of the bodies of the de- 
ceased shortly before death at Gujol — the only place he saw them 
after he had seen one of them at Newgurriah ; as at Purranpore he 
was encamped on the other side of an indigo fectory, away from the 
rest of the lushkur, and at Allal on the other side of the river. His 
description is borne out as to one of the deceased, Hinaoo, by the two 
Bhistees, who brought water to wash the body, and whose evidence, 
with due deference to the learned counsel, Mr. Montriou, we consider 
in every way trustworthy. This evidence has, we presume, put an 
end to the defence set before the magistrate, that the deceased died 
of cholera, and we moreover beg to remark, that not one single 
witness deposes to the prevalence of cholera in the camp, as stated 
by Mr. Montriou. The number of persons in the camp were, as 
far as appears, about 2,000, and during the two months the hunting 
party lasted, not a single witness deposes to the deaths amounting 
to one dozen ! — a very different state of things from what would have 
been had cholera been prevalent. The inferences to be drawn 
from the evidence as to the state of the bodira a short time before 
and immediately after the death, as deposed to by Cborge Shapcott, 
the two B|;iistees, and the apprentice who attended them, that is, 
from some cause or other, the bodies were in a dreadful state of lacer- 
ation ; and rx)nnecting their appearance with the beating and torture 
as deposed to by the otlier witnesses, we have, in the absence of any 
attempt to prove how their bodies became in such a state, a right to 
connect the two as cause and efiect. Besides the English coaclunan, 
there is another witness, whom we suppose the learned counsel for the 
defence will allow to be respectable — we refer to Mahomed Amrru, the 
Emmuck, the Darogah of the tents, the sharer of Aman Ali's tent. 
The Court will doubtless bear in mind the very unwilling manner in 
which this man gave his testimony — the explanation he ofl&red relative 
to the pal being pitched so near the Meah's tent ; and how he admitted 
that all the Meahs dined every day with His Highness ; but it has 
been attempted to be proved that it would be derogatory to the 
dignity and high position of Aman Ali Khan even to go to their tent. 
Tlie servant degraded by entering the tent of those his master de- 
lightcth to honour 1 ! ! 
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" We now proceed to remark on the defence set up by the defendants, 
who have called evidence besides that to character. For the defence 
of Mcah Afreen two witnesses are called. We grant that this de- 
pendant is not a servant of the yizamut^ but it is proved that he was 
at Purranpore the day tlie camp arrived, and the following night, by 
both his witnesses ; and one of them, Hossain Bur, would have the 
Court believe that this man, who accompanied His Highnras of a day 
out hunting, was at night fain to sleep under a tree with the senranta. 
The parties who were charitable enough to have a pal put up for a 
dying Fakeer and the son of a Khawas within a few paces of the 
Meah's t«nt, had not hospitality sufficient to offer the* shelter of a tent 
at night to Meah Afreen, the companion all day in hunting of His 
Highness. Further comment on such evidence as this is quite unneces- 
sary. For the defence of the Urzbeggj Emam Ali, one witness alone 
appears, and all that be says is that the defendant used to go to His 
Highness when called for, but that there was no exact time for attend- 
ing. This falls far short of the defence set up and requires no com- 
ment &om us. For the defendant Mirza Mahomed Hossain, alitis 
Moghul Jan, two witnesses are called. It would appear that this man 
is a sort of Perunneah, or Kobokamuvees ; the office he bears being 
that of Naib Meer Moonshee, certainly nothing of a confidential nature, 
although it may be called in one sense hterary. The defendant Pureed 
Khan calls witnesses to prove that he never beat at Nowgurriah the 
the deceased Muddee. His witnesses were four in number; three 
were examined. Of these two were camel-drivers, and one was a 
mate Mahouth. These men came prepared to swear through thick 
and thin, that they accompanied Pureed Khan on tlie occasion in 
question to Nowgurriah, that they were with liim all the time he was 
there, and that he did not on that occasion beat anybjdy. The first 
witness was duly cross-examined, and nothing was elicited inculpating 
any of the defendants. Mukhoo, was the mate Mahouth, ana went 
on foot to Nowgurriah while the others rode on camels. He had been 
cross-examined by Mr. Trevor, and he had sat down, when the Court 
asked him by whose orders the camels were sent to Nowgurriah He 
then mentioned Anian Ali's name, and was soon ai\er cross-examined 
at great length by Mr. Clarke, the learned council for Aman Ali, but 
nothing was elicited from him at all contradictory He said that 
he remained with the camels at the tent of the Meahs, while the 
three camel-drivers went to the Khan's tent. He was asked 
if he heard the Khan give the order, he said " No," but that 
he had heard from the three camel-dnvers who had gone to the 
Khan's tent, that he had ^ven the orders for them to go to the 
Burra Sahib and do what he told them. His account was perfectly 
natural. There was a crowd at the place where he was, but that he 
could swear he h ard from the camel- drivers that they had received 
orders from Aman Ali Khan. Of course he could. Tnese three men 
men alone, as far as he knew, went to the Khan's tent for orders. The 
next witness was Bakeer AH, one of the three camel-drivers who went 
to Nowgurriah with Pureed Khan, and who were stated by the witness 
last referred to to have gone to the tent of Aman Ah. It was eUcited 
by a question from the Mohic, that the two camels were taken, by 
Aman AJi's order, to Nowgurriah ; that he told the drivers to go to the 
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Burrah Sahib for orders ; that they went ; that the Burra Sahib gaTo 
thcin a chit to one Jeehunal at Nowgurriah, and told them to take 
Muddee (one of the deceased) there. That thej did so. He also 
swore distinctly tliut Fureed Khan did not hit any one at Nowgurriah. 
Now we allow that what these men said about Fureed Khan is totalljf 
false but that does not taint all their evidence. We affirm that there 
is hardly erer a case in which influential parties are concerned, in 
which the principle of rejecting part and adopting part of a witness's 
evidence w not called into play. In atfray cases especially, we may re- 
mark, there is always an attempt to inculpate either the Zemindars 
themselves, on whose behalf the affray took place, as being actually 
present ; or, if they are not named, their principal servants are. In 
numberless instances the evidence of the same witness is considered m 
wortliy of belief, quoad the latteals, and rejected quoad the Zemindars 
or their servants. It is a satisfaction to us to be able to state that the 
principle we contend for is recognised in England. The rule is thus 
laid down in * Taylor on Evidence,' pages 949-950 : — * Where a party 
being surprised by a statement of one of his witnesses calls other per- 
sons to contradict in a particular fact, the Judge is not on that account 
authorised in rejecting the entire testimony of the contradicted witness. 
The discrepancy may, indeed, form a fair topic for counsel as to the 
degree of credit to which the witness is entitled, but the whole evidence 
must go to the jury, who may be perfectly justified in believing one 
part of it and rejecting the other.' If this is applicable to En^and, 
where the sanction of an oath is much regarded, how much more ap- 
plicable is it to Indiay ti?Aer« unfortunately, an oath is no guarantee for 
truth ! That principle we apply here. We would reject the evidence 
of these men as to Fureed Khan's innocence, contradicted as it is by 
that of George Shapcott, and ad<ypt it as to Aman AU. The Court 
will doubtless remember the manner in which the facts inculpating 
Aman Ali were elicited from these witnesses, the manner in which they 
gave their evidence, and the vain attempts of the learned counsel to 
make them contradict themselves. We have no doubt that the evidence 
of these two men will have due weight with the Court. 

" Before finally dismissing this defendant Fureed Khan, we beg to 
direct the attention of the Court to his defence. In two points he 
corroborates the evidence of the prosecution He says that on the day 
of the theft His Highness returned from hunting at one o'clock, and 
he also states that Muddee started from Nowgurriah on a camel. That 
on the rood they met Moghul Jan and Buara Sahib, who took him on 
an elephant. The fact deposed to by one of the witnesses for the pro- 
secution, that he did return on an elephant, has been much insisted on 
as a serious discrepancy by Mr. Montriou. 

" It only remains for us to notice a point relative to one of the charges 
which has been animadverted upon by the learned counsel for the de- 
fendant Aman Ali Khan — we allude to the third account, which 
charges the defendants with * privity ;' the meaning of this term is 
thus explained in CO., No. 8 of vol. iv. (page xxiii. of the Addenda of 
Beaufort's Guide, 132a) : * The act which constitutes what is called 
*' privity " in this country corresponds with "misprision of felony " in 
EngUsh Law, viz , the concealment of a felony which a man knows 
but never assented to, or the observing silently the commission of a 
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fdomf without usmg any endeaTOun to apprehend the offender. It U, 
therefore, strictly an offence of a negatire kind, consisting in the oon- 
caaknent of something that ought to be reyealed.* 

" Aooessoryship, on the other hand, is an offence of a positire kind 
and of a higher degree of criminality, implying an actire preparation, 
either by procuring, counselling, commanding, or abetting another to 
commit a felony, or with a knowledge that a felony has been committed 
1^ another, by receiving, reliering, comforting, or assisting the felon. 
The distinction between the two offences is marked — the one is a mis- 
demeanour in English Law, the other is a felony ; the one is in its 
kind negative, requiring nothing but silent, passive acquiescence ; in 
the commission of a felony, either by counsel and command before the 
act, or by relief and assistance given to the felon after the fact. It ap- 
pears then, that to have made this charge intelligible to the learned 
counsel for the defence we must have used the term ' misprision of 
felony,* which would not have been allowed by the Court to remain in 
the »lendar. We now conclude this reply, leving the result with all 
confidence in the hands of the Court, feeling sure thai every Justice 
will he done in the matter. 

"(Signed) E. Tekvor, 
( „ ) Shumbonattth Pundit, 

*' Conducting the prosecution on the part of GK>Temment* 
•« 7th September, 1863." 

The following is the report by Mr. Money, the Sessions Judge of 
Moorshedabad, to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, at Calcutta : — 



To the Rboistbab of the Sudder Nizajiut Adawlut. 

" Fort William. 

•* Sib, — I have the honour to submit, for the purpose of being laid 
before the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, the proceedings on the trial 
noted below, held at the station of Moorshedabad on the 22ud, 23rd, 
Mth, 25th, 26th, 27th, 29th, 30th, and Slst August, and 6th and 7th 
September, 1863. 

" 2. The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty. 

" Court of the Sessions Judge for the City of Moorshedabad. 

*' Trial, No. 1, of the Sessions Judge for the month of September, 
1858. 

" Case, No. 7, of the Magistrate of Moorshedabad for the month of 
July, 1858. 



GOYBBNMENT PROSECUTOR 
versus 
'*87. Aman Ali Khan (father's name not known), aged 38 yeart ; 
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date of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of 
commitment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260. — Acquitted. 

" 38 MuRserut Ah E^han, son of Abdoola, aged 35 years ; date of 
apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jejt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Acquitted. 

** 39. Syud Emam Ali, son of Syud Buher Ali, aged 52 years ; date 
of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, Or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260, — Fourteen years' labour 
in irons. 

" 40. Joahir Ali Khan (father s name not known), aged 60 years ; 
date of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of com- 
mitment, 30th July, 1853 or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Acquitted. 

" 41. Meah Urjoomund, son of Abdoola, aged 30 years ; dat« of 
apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Acquitted 

•*42. Meah Afreen (father's name not known), aged 30 years; 
date of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of 
commitment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Sahrem, 1260. — Acquitted. 

"43. Meah Belal (father's name not known), aged 27 years; date 
of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260. —Acquitted. 

" 44. Meah Ekbal (father's name not known), aged 25 years ; date 
of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Acquitted. 

" 45. Hajee Tamash, son of Abdoola, aged 50 years ; date of ap- 
prehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1 260 ; date of commitment, 
30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Acquitted. 

** 46. Mahomed Fureed, son of Bahoo, aged 26 years; date of 
apprehension, 6th Jime, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Fourteen years* 
labour in irons. 

" 47> Mirza Mahomed Hossain, alias Moghul Jan, son of Mirza Ali 
Khan, aged 30 years ; date of apprehension, 15th June, 1853, or 2nd 
Assar, 1260 ; date of commitment, SOth July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 
1260.— Acquitted. 

" 48. Joomun Shaik, son of Akaloo Shaik, aged 40 years ; date of 
apprehension, 17th Jime, 1853, or 4th Assar, 1260 ; date of com- 
mitment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260. — Fourteen year^ 
labour in irons. 

" 49. Peer Khan, son of Shanduth Khan, aged 50 years ; date of 
apprehension, 21st June, 1853, or 8th Assar, 1260 ; date of commit- 
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.— Fourteen years* 
labour in irons. 

* Charge, 

" The prisoners charged, on the first count, with the wilful murder 
of Hingoo and Muddee. 

** On the second count, with being accessories before and after the 
fact. 

" On the third count, with pririty to the said crime. 
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*' On the fourth count, with torturing and beating the said Hingoo 
and Muddee, deceased. 

" On the fifth count, with aiding and abetting in the said torture and 
beating. 

" On the sixth count, with privity to the said torture and beat- 
ing. 

•' On the seventh count the prisoner, No. 37, is charged with baring 
issued orders for the said torture and beating 

" Date of the deceased being seized, 3l8t March, 1853, correspond- 
ing 19th Chert, 1259. 

" Data's of their deaths. 5th and 6th April, 1853, corresponding with 
24th and 25th Chcjt. 1259, respectirelj. The prisoners hare been in 
jail from 7th July, 1853. 

" 8. The history of this painful case is briefly told. The time occu- 
pied does not extend over more than five or six days. His Higbnees 
the Nawab Nazim of Moor^hedabad, during a shooting excursion in 
the district of Maldah, pitched his camp on the 30th March last at 
a village called Purninpore. On the 3pd April the camp proceeded 
to Allal, and from thence on the 5th Apnl to G-ujol, both rillages in 
the same district. 

"4. Two men — Hingoo, a fakeer, and Muddee, whose father i« a 
gholam in the service of the Nizamut — accompanied the camp. 

"5. llie prisoners, 37, Araan Ali Khan; 38, MusserutAli Khan; 
89, Syud Imam Ali ; 40, Joahir Ali Khan ; 41, Meah Uijoomund ; 
43, Meah Belal ; 4-l<, Meah Ekbal ; 45. Hajee Tamash ; and 47, 
Mirza Mahomed Hossain, alias Moghul Jan, formed a part of His 
Highnesses suite : 42, Meali Afreen, had joined the camp, having 
been sent on a special errand by the Nawab Bejjum Sahib : 46, 
Mahomed Pureed was a camel-driver ; and 40, Peer Khan, a nmhouth 
in His Highneas's service : and 48, Joomun Shaik, was the servant of 
37, who was the Urzbeggy of His Highness ; the prisoner 38 hold- 
ing also a high oflice in the Ni/amut ; and the prisoner 37 was the 
chief and confidential eunuch, having the general control over all His 
Highness's arrangements during this excursion. 

" 6. The principal tents in the camp belonged to His Highness, Amau 
AU Khan, and the eunuchs. His Highness occupied the centre tent, 
on one side of which was the tent of Aman AU Khan, and on the. 
other the tent of the eunuchs. Tliey were generally pitched at a short 
distance from each other. 

** 7. On the morning of the 31st March, while His Highness, with 
the greater part of his suite, was out shooting at Purranpore, a tin 
box containing property to tlie ralue of above rupees 700, belonging 
to the prisoner 41, was missing. Hingoo and Muddee were seized on 
suspicion of having stolen tlie box, and througliout the day, before 
and after His Highness's return, it would appear were tortured and 
beaten for the purpose of inducing them to confess and point out the 
property. 

*• 8. The same night Muddee was conveyed on a camel to a place 
called Nowgurriah, about eight or nine miles from Purranpore, that 
he might point out a gliareewan to whom, he said, he had giren 
the property He was then unmercifully beaten, when he declared he 
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had not given the property to the ghareewan, but to two Nautch firirla at 
Purranpore ; upon which he was again placed upon the camel and 
brought back, part of the way on camel, and part on an elephant, to 
the camp at Purranpore. 

'• 9. On the 3rd April the two men were taken, with the camp, to 
AUal ; and again, on the 5th, from Allal to Gujol, wliere the same 
day Uingoo died, and Mucldce the day after. 

" 10. It was given out in tlic camp that these men had died of 
cholera, and it was not until the Ist May following that tlie Daroga 
of Shahnugger, in the city of Moorshedabad, reported to the magis- 
trate that he had heard that a murder had been committed in the 
camp, but that no one came fon»'ard to prosecute. 

'* 11. The order which he received from the magistate led to inquiry, 
and inquiry led to disclosures which formed grounds for the trial before 
the magistrate, terminating in the commitment of the prisoners to 
the Sessions Court on the charge of mui-der, and other lesser counts. 

*' 12. Having given a brief outline of the case, I will revert to 
the evidence upon record. 

" 13. The witness who enters more fully into detail regarding the 
tortures to wliich Hingoo and Muddee were subjected is Hossainee 
Shaik, witness 5 on the calendar. Ho was the personal servant of the 
prifeoner 41, and was permitted to turn Queen's evidence. His state- 
ment before the Sessions Court is to tlie following effect : — I am a 
servant of Meah Urjoomund (prisoner 41) . I had a tin box under 
my charge belonging to my master. One morning I i^-as asleep. 
Burra Sahib (absent) and Moghul Jan (prisoner 47) were sitting 
inside my master's tent. About eight or nine a.m. I awoke and missed 
the box, and asked them about it. They said they did not know 
where it was. I told them I was sure they had hidden it. They 
denied this, and said, as I had given them a bad name I should be 
punished when the thieves were caught. Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 
went out and brought in Muddee. I did not go with them. Muddee 
was questioned about the theft, but would not confess. He was then 
taken and tied inside tlie tent ; and because he would not give up the 
property, Burrah Sahib and prisoner 47 beat him with a corah. Thej 
continued beating him till he promised, if they left; off, he would show 
where the property wtLS. He then said it was with Hingoo, and he 
would show them where Hingoo was. They loosened him and took 
him to the indigo factory, where the fakeers lived. Not finding 
Hingoo there, they brought Muddee back to the tent, and again beat 
him till he told them Hingoo was under a tree near the kitchen tent. 
They went out, and I saw them bring Hingoo to their tent. They 
said they had found him sleeping under the tree near the kitchen. 
Muddee told him to confess about the property, as they were taking 
away his life. Hingoo denied having taken the property. They then 
tied Hingoo and began to beat both Muddee entreated them not to 
beat him more, and said he would show them where the property was 
placed. They took Hingoo and Muddee to the river-side, and, not 
finding the property, brought them back, beating them, and began 
again to beat them in the tent. Muddee tlien said he woidd show 
them the property at Purranpore, near which Hingoo had concealed it 
under some grass. Not finding it there, they again brought them 
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back, beating them. Muddee said he would show it near the indigo 
factory They took them there while I remained in the tent They 
again brought them back, beating them. Muddee then said he would 
show it under the sand near the river amongst some thorn-bushes. 
They took them there, and were searching when His Highness returned 
from liunting. I saw them searching. The river was about one or 
one-half rusnee from the tent. His Highness went into his tent, and 
Aman Ali Khan (prL^oner 37) into his, and the Meahs into theirs. 
My master (priHoner 41) saw me crying, and asked me what was the 
matter He caUccl out ' Ho^isainee ' tliree times. I mentioned about 
theft, and upon his asking where the thieves were, l pointed out where 
Burra Sahib and ])ri8oner 47 were bringing them. Ihe Meahs said to 
the thieves, * Why do you suffer yourselves to be beaten ? Q-ive up 
the property.' Uliey would not confess The Meahs then went to 
the tent of prisoner 37. and I went with them. Prisoner 37 ordered 
them to be beaten till they produced the property. He called out, 
* Beat them ! Never mind if they die. One is a Clielah in His High- 
ness's service, and the other a Fakeer ; if they die, we can say they 
died of cholera.' The Mealis then went to their tent, and Meah Emain 
Ah (prisoner 32), Meah Ekbal (prisoner 44), Meah Belal (prisoncnr 
43), Meah Afret>n (prisoner 42), and Mussuruth Ali Khan (prisoner 
38), began tog«*ther to beat them. By the order of prisoner 37, Peer 
Khan (prisoner 49) brought a cutcha beyt with thorns in it, and they 
tied the thieves inside the Meah's tent and beat them. Muddee tlien 
said the property was in a garden. They took them to the garden and 
there searched, but found nothing, and took them back to the tent 
and beat them. They tied their nands and feet and beat them with 
the beyt and tlie coruh. The prisoner 39 again took Ihem to the 
garden, and afterwards Joomun Shaik (prisoner 48) servant of prisoner 
39, and ]>risoncr 49, kicked theai, and prisoner 39 took them with the 
Mehter, and told them they should be beaten with his jharoo if they 
did not give up the property. Not finding it in the garden, they 
brought them back and tied them to the tent-pins of the Meah's tent, 
and began to beat them. Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 made sharp 
wedges and drove them through their fingers, their hands being tied. 
The feet and hands were tied to sejiarate tent-pins. (The witness showed 
in Court the way in which they were fastened.) They loosened them 
after a while, wlien they cried out for water. The prisoner 37 said 
they should have urine for water. About 2 p.m. they tied them again 
and took them inside tlic tent, The Meahs told them, if they would 
point out where the tin box was they would give them water and 
heal their wounds. Hingoo declared that he knew nothing about - 
the property. Muddee said he had given it to Hingoo. They again 
tied them up to the two tent-poles, with their heads downwai^ds and 
their feet upi>ermost, and beat them with the kuteha thomed beyt. 
They all beat them. The witness pointed out the j)risoners 47, 44, 43, 
42, 39, 38, 49, and 48. Prisoner 41 was there threatening, but not 
beating. Hajee Tamas (prisoner 45) was there, but did not beat. 
I did not see Mahomed Fureed (prisoner 46). I saw Meer Ali Khan 
(prisoner 40) there, but he did not beat. They were beaten all along 
in the same tent. Tlie prisoner 41 and tlie Meahs lived in the same 
tent. On the fourth day the camp left Purranpore and proceeded to 
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AUal. They took the thieyes with the camp, one in a meana and 
the other in a Suggur-garre. They beat them again there. Muddee 
said that Hingoo had informed him that the property would be 
found under a certain tree at Purranpore. Burra Sahib and 
prisoner 48 went there on an elephant. Muddee was conreyed 
m a meanah. God knows what they did there. They went early 
and returned late in the evening. Burra Saliib anci prisoner 48 
said they had been worn out by searching for the property, and 
could find nothing. Then Burra Sahib, in the tent, trod with his 
feet upon Hingoo's chest. Hingoo begged him to cut his throat, 
but not to tread upon him. Burra Sahib, with prisoners 39 and 47, 
said, that until he showed the property they would beat him to 
death. They then brought Joomuck Doctor, and prisoner 39 told 
him to give them some brandy to drink, and to use some as an 
application. I saw a little mixed with a poultice and a little drunk 
by them. They were then inside a pal on one side of the Meahs' 
tent, near the bottle khana. After staying four days at Allal the 
camp proceeded to Gujol. About noon of the day whicli they 
reached Gujol, Hingoo died, The prisoner and the rest threatened 
Muddee with the same fate unless he disclosed where the property 
was, telling him that he was a Chelah of the Huzoor, and the other 
only a Fakeer ; that they woidd not take him back again, but cut 
his throat and bury him there. During the night he was very weak, 
and died in the morning. They buried Hingoo about 3 p.m., near 
a bamboo jungle. They buried Muddee about 8 or 9 am., near 
a gallows. Muddeo's father was a Gholam (slave) in His Highness's 
service, and Muddee a Chelah. Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 s^d 
Muddee had once come to the Meahs' tent, and therefore suspected 
that he had stolen the property. Hingoo's left hand was broken and 
the skin of both feet torn off. The thieves died from the violence of 
the beating. Hingoo was about forty or fifty years old, and Muddee 
about twenty years old. No property was ever found. My master 
still retains me in his service. I saw prisoner 37 come one evening 
to the Meahs' tent and threaten the prisoners, but he did not order 
them to be beaten. 

" 14. The most rigid cross-examination by the counsel for the de- 
fence did not shake this witness's evidence. 

" 15. How far it is corroborated by the testimony of other witnesses, 
will appear from a brief abstract of what they deposed to from their 
own knowledge. 

" 16. Shaik Dhunnoo, witness No. 1 on the calendar, stated that 
one afternoon, about 9th Cheyt, he saw Muddee and Hingoo tied 
up at the end of the Meahs, with their hands bound behind them 
and their feet fastened with separate cords to the tent-ropes in front 
of the tent. That on Muddee's declaring the property was near the 
river (which he did because he was thirsty and wanted to drink) 
both the men were taken there and brought bock, as nothing was 
found. That information was sent to His Highness, who was out 
shooting, and who returned about 1 p.m. and sent for them, and 
questioned them regarding the theft. That prisoner 37 threatened 
to hare them shot if they did not give up the property, and that when 
His Hiijhuess ordered them to be released, he ordered them to be 
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tied up. The next morning the witness saw Muddee^s hands and 
feet torn hj tent-pins, and bleeding, and he was burnt all oTor his 
left arm and shoulders, and from the knees to the feet. He saw 
marks of beating on Hingoo wlien they were leaving Purranpore 
for Allal. Thej tried to place the thieves in Suggur-Gkurees, but 
<x>uld not manage it, they cried out so mueh, and were obliged to put 
them in Majhola-Qarrees. After staying two days at Allal the camp 
proceeded to Gujol, where lie lieard Hingoo was dead. Muddee died 
the same night Next morning saw Jeeboo Shohada burying some 
one. and lielped to dig ; saw the corpse of Muddee. Burra Saliib 
(not present) was there ; he brought the burial clothes to be put upon 
the body. Shere Ali, Fakecr, and two bhistees, were there ; witneae 
took off tlio clothes tliat were on Muddee, put the other clothes on, 
and they buried liim. He saw Hingoo's grave. Muddee was buried 
one nissee distant from the encampment, and liingoo one half russee 
off, in a bamboo jungle. When he saw Vluddee and Hingoo tied up 
at the Meahs' tent, he saw tliero the prisoners 42, 43. 45, 44, 47, 39, 
41, 40, 37, and 49, as well as Burra Sahib : all the Mealis beat them, 
and the prisoner 47 gave orders. The witness did not know the names 
of the prisoners 43 and 4-1-, but recognised them from having seen them 
before, and |K)inted them out. 

" 17. Hingun Khan Cooria, Fakeer. witness 2 on the calendar, saw 
two thieves tie<i near the tent of prisoner 37 for steaUng the property 
of tlie Darogn of Bhilt Ebuna, and the prisoner 37 pare a bamboo and 
beat them hotli : their feet were tied to the tent-pins and their hands 
beliind them. Tliis was a little after (12) noon. One was Hingoo ; 
did not know the other. Hingoo was much older Two days after, 
at Allal Ghaut, lie saw both of them tied up near the oooking-tent, 
and marks of burning on one of Hingoo's hands- On the fourth day 
the camp reached Gujol, where he htnird both were dead. When the 
prisoner 37 beat the thieves, His Highness was in his own tent, 
and all tlie Meahs in theirs. It was about one hour after their return 
from shcx)tinfr. 

•• 18. Ruhum Ah Sliaik, witness 9 on tlie calendar, states that 
one morning in tlie month of Cheyt, at Purranpore, a theft occurred in 
the tent of the prisoner 41, and soon after there was a noise, and he 
went with otliops and saw two thieves tied up in front of the Meahs' 
tent Presently a crowd collected, and the people of the tent began 
to call out * Maro banchootko,' and to beat. He returned to his 
own duties. About 2 p.h. His Highness returned from shooting. 
There was a great uproar and people running about. The prisoners 
37 and 41, returning at the time, asked what the tamasha was: the 
people at the tent told them that a box had been stolen ; 37 called out 
' Banchootko khoobmaro,' — Make them confess where the property is. 
The thieves begged them not to beat them, and said they had con- 
cealed the property in the sand, and would ])oint it out. They took 
them to the sand and searched, but did not find it. Tliey then called 
out * Banchoot, humlogko dhoopme dooraya,' and beat them with a 
cane and a thomv branch of a babool tree, and the corah and the 
mehter beat them with a jharoo, and they took them near the bazaar, 
to the sand by the river. They then beat them exct^ssively, and when 
they fell from weakness they ordered them to be tied by the feet and 
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dragged ; after which they took them back to the t«nt and witness 
went to his work. During the night he heard cries of * Dohay Com- 
pany ! Dohay Nawab Sahib !' The next day His Highness went out 
shooting. They brought the thieves out of the tent ; they begged not 
to be beaten, and said the property was under a kudum gatch towards 
the west, and they would show it. They took them tliero to a ditch, 
and witness went with them. The witness saw them beaten there and 
again brought back. The next morning, when His Highness was going 
out shooting, the prisoner 37 ordered tlio thieves to bo well beaten. 
Witness saw the thieves to be brouglit out and beaten severely. They 
entreated them not to beat them, and told tliem there was a sunken 
boat in the river where the property was, und they would show it. 
Tliey went to the boat, and as the thieves were searching for the pro- 
perty they called out * Look ! they are not searching, they are drinking 
water ;' upon which they were taken to the dry ground and beaten with 
the corah, beyt, and jharoo, all the way back to the tent, where they 
were tied up again inside. ITie witness saw tlie prisoners 42, 43, 44, 
47, 48 and 49, beat the thieves when they were taken to the kuddum 
gatch. The prisoner 37 Wfnt with them. The witness saw the thieves 
t^iken in sejmrate doolies from Purranpore to AUal, and from AUal to 
Gujol. lliey belonged to the Nizamut as well as the bearers. The 
witness describes the bodies of the men as being quite raw and coloured 
from the beating and the fingers witliout any skin on The eyes only 
escaped. The prisoner 41 as well as 37 gave orders for the beating. 
The witness was also cross-examined at great length 

** 19. Hingoo Khan, buttah burdah in the service of His High- 
ness, witness 7 on the calendar, saw Muddee and Hingoo bound one 
evening at Purranpore, between 7 and 8 p.m. Prisoner 49 tied their 
hands behind them very tight, and on their calling out, prisoner 41 
told them to tie them looser. A camel-driver took Muddee away on a 
camel to Nowgurriah, and brought him back to Purranpore the next 
morning on an elephant. Saw the prisoners 47, 48, and Burra Sahib 
with the prisoners 38 and 42, following behind, take Hingoo and 
Muddee to the factory, where he believes they were beaten. Heard 
cries one night, either from Hingoo or Muddee, of * Dohay Darogah 
Sahib! Dohay Darogah Sahib!' From Purranpore to Allal, Muddee 
was sitting in a garee belonging to the Nizamut ; his body was 
covered, but he saw his foot, which was exposed : it was swollen. 
The prisoners 47, 49, and Burra Sahib were on the elephant with 
Muddee, when he returned from Nowgurriah. States his belief that 
the thieves died from the beating. The treatment of the thieves was 
spoken of in the camp, bazaar, roads, and everywhere. Saw clothes 
in the hands of Burra Saliib for the bodies of the men. 

*' 20. George Shapcott, coachman to His Highness's service, witness 
20 on the calendar, was eye-witness to the treatment of Muddee by 
the prisoner 46 at Nowgurriah. He states that Muddee was brought 
there on a camel by the prisoner 46, a camel-driver, to enable him to 
point out the ghareewan to whom he said he had given the property. 
He pointed out Junghce gareewan, who was about to be tied up, when 
the witness interfered in his behalf, and he was released. But Muddee, 
in his presence, for 16 minutes, was unmercifully beaten by the 
prisoner 46. He did not see Muddee again till he saw him and Hin- 
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ffoo at Q-iyol Hath. They were in the same pal, and attended by 
Joomuck Doctor, who, with the aid of the Mehter was applymg turpen- 
tine and Bweet-oil to their legs, and getting readj poultices Hingoo tlien 
was dying, and Muddee was calling out to the people outside to bring 
water for him. The Bum Sahib was there all the time. The next 
morning he went aguin towards the pal, and saw Muddee in a dying 
state. From his own tent he saw them both buried. The witneM 
describes the appearance of Hingoo's body when he saw him in the 
pal, that he was raw from the knee to the foot — raw in parts from the 
neck to below the waist ; the skin was off, and the boay rerj much 
swollen. He describes Muddee also as being in the same state, ' raw 
all the way down,' when he saw him dying. When he last saw Mad- 
dee and Hingoo there were no appearances of cholera. 

"21. Doolal Hurkara, witness 12 on the calendar in the service of 
His Higliness, was an eye-witness to the prisoners 39, 47, 48, 40, and 
Burra Saliib, taking the two thieves with their hands bound to the 
riyer and book, and beating them both going and returning. 

"22. Oliasoo Chobdar, witness 11* on the calendar, in His High- 
nesses service, hrard the noise of beating in the Meahs* tent the day 
the two thieves were apprehended, and cries of * .Meah Sahib 
hy!' — I wiU show tlicm all. Saw the Burra Sahib and the 
prisoners 46, 47, 48, 49, with 39, 42, 43. taking the two thieyes 
to the mango grove, and beating them, and bringing them back the 
same way, not having found the property, to the tent. Does not know 
what occiuTcd in the tent. Saw them again at noon taken to the 
river-side, and brouglit back the same way. He did not see 42, 43, 
beat, and is not positive as to 39, thougli he saw a beyt or some in- 
strument in hi» hand, and believes lie was beating. He went with the 
advanced tents to Allal, and about 3 P.M. saw the thieves brought in 
a Nizamut Suggur Garre near the tents. Their feet were bound with 
bandages Prisoner 37 gave all the orders, and had all the arrange- 
ments about the garros, tents, &c. When he witnessed the beating, 
he saw the thieves taken to the Meah's tent. The thieves always re- 
mained here. 

" 23. Junghoo Shaik, tlie Gharrownn, witnei^s 16 on the calendar, 
confirms the evidence of George Shnpcott regarding his interference in 
the witness's bolialf, when Muddee was beaten at Nowgurriah. The 
prisoner only struck Muddee twice in the presence of the witness ; 
but, from his statement it would appear that Muddee had been beaten 
elsewhere. He saw marks upon his arms. He saw prisoner 46 tie 
Muddee, and put him on a camel before him, and take him toPurran- 
pore This witness states that prisoner 46 took the two thieres to 
Allal in two Nizamut meanahs. 

" 24. Hajee Nunha, witness 19 on the calendar, tailor in His 
Highness's senrice, confirms G. Shapcott's testimony r^arding the 
beating of Muddee at Nowgurriah, when he could not point out the 
Gharrewan to whom he said he had given the property. The Moon- 
shief, who wns comparing the Gharrewan's name with the list in his 
hand, called out to .Muddee, ' You have told a lie, you rascal !* * Maio 
Hurumzadko I' Prisoner 46 began to beat him, and he kept calling 
out, ' Dohay Jonah Alie!' ' Dohay Sahibka!' * Humko nahak 
marta !' The prisoner, seeing the beating, ran away. The next mom- 
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ing he saw prisoner 46 take Muddee wit)i }us anns and legs, bouuil 
ou a camel, to the factory at Rogonauthpore. One dny, at Piirraii- 
l>ore, went to the tent of the prisoner 49, where all the Meahs lived 
There was only Burra Sahib there ; Muddee had told hiin that he had 
given the property to the fakeers. Burra Sahib sent for them all, and 
by his directions they beat Muddee. Saw on his body blows of runchus 
and corahs. On the fifth day proceedei to Alial ; remained there two 
days ; and on tlie 4th reached Qujol. Tlie next morning went to tJie 
Mea)i*s tent ; saw .Muddee sitting there, and his father Etwarree ; and 
heard Muddee say to his fatlier, * .My body is burning ; give me some 
medicine to cool it.' He also called out. * Meah Sahib! give me 
some medicine to cool my body ! Khan Sahib ! give me some medi- 
cine to cool my body !' Tlie Doctor came, and the Bhatjee, and gave 
tlie father some medicine for his son, saying it would cool him. About 
4 P.M. heard that Muddee was dead. The witnras saw Hingoo witli 
Muddee in a talka-pal, near the tent of prisoner 89. Saw Hmgoo on 
tlie road going to Gujol in a meanah. Muddee was on a ruth at tlic 
time. Both belonged to the Nizamut. Points out prisoner 48 us 
])resent in the Meahs* tent, when the fakeers beat Muddee. Saw on 
the bodies of Hingoo and Muddee marks of the oorah and beyt. 

" 25. Ameer Alie, witness 21 on the calendar, employed ' as a 
Moojrayee in His Highness's service ; one day at noon at Purranpore 
t^w prisoners 47, 48, 49, and Burra Sahib, beat Hingoo and Muddee 
some with a stick and some with their hands. They took them in this 
way to the river, and then brought them back, and took them to the 
Meah's tent. What occurred there he does not know. 

" 26. Mohammed Ameen, witness 22 on the calendar, a eunuch in 
tlie service of His Highness, states that one day at Purranpore lie 
went shooting with His Highness, and returned with him. A man 
came and gave information that the box of prisoner 41 was lost. On 
tliis His Highness went to his tent, and prisoner 37 to his. Witnesss 
heard the thieves were caught, and went to see them in the Meahs' 
t«nt. He saw Hingoo tied, and another, whose name he does not 
know, but his father's name is Etwarree, sitting near him. Burra 
Sahib and prisoner 47 were beating them with a stick or beyt — cannot 
say which, and threatening them ; Hingoo was saying, ' Tou are 
beating me unjustly, let me go ' "Witness went and told prisoner 87. 
He sent Amanut Hiurkaru to Urzbeggy (prisoner 39), to mquire who 
was beating them, and to let them go. Witness saw nothing more 
that day. He remained in the tent of prisoner 37. Tlie next morning 
early some one came — Ramjebun or some one — and said they were 
still beating the thieves and liad not let them go. Prisoner 37 sent 
Ramjan Assarburdar, and desired him to go and see if the thievci* 
were still there, and if so, to let them go. This witness, in reply to a 
(piestion by the Court, stated that when he went to the Meah s t^nt 
t) see the thieves, he saw there prisoners 39 and 48, and that some of 
tlio Meahs were inside and some outside the tent. He could only 
ri'member the prisoners 39 and 48. He did not go inside the tent. 
He saw the thieves in the verandah of the Means' tent. Hingoo's 
lands were tied to one of the tent-pins. He did not mention to pri- 
soner 37 that prisoner 39 was in the tent when he saw the bcatmg. 
Prisoner 39 know that he was there. Ranynn went to the Meah^* tent, 
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but witness does not know what information he gare on his return 
to prisoner 37. He does not know if the thieves were released accord- 
ing to liis orders. Tliej died seven or eight dajs after at Qi^ol. Wit- 
ness gets 116 rupees per mensem from His Highness for different 
offices. On being questioned by the Counsel for tlie prosecutor he 
stated, that the camp went from Purranpore to AUal and from Allal 
to Qi^ol. rhere were three tents in the camp, one belonging to His 
Highness, one to prisoner 37, and one to the Meahs. Witness lived in 
the tent of prisoner 37- In the Meahs' tent there were the prisoners 
39, 41, 38, 47, 40, 44, 45, 43, 42, and Burra Sahib, and servants. 
His Highnesses tent is always pitched in the centre, that of the pri- 
soner 37 on one side, and that of the Meahs' on the other. There 
was a kanat between His Highnci^s's and the Meahs' tent; the distance 
between the two tents about 100 haths ; the distance between His 
Higliness's and tlie tent of prisoner 37 about 80 or 90 haths. The 
two men died in the pal near the Mealu»* tout Witness saw the pal. 
It was two or four haths from the Meahtt' tent. Tlie pals were in 
charge of the darogah of the Farashkhanah. Witness is the darogah 
of the Farashkhanah. No one c-amo to him for the pal for the two 
thieves. £twarree used to Uve in that pal, and the two men were 
brought there, and died there. Etwaree Khawas and other Khawassea 
occupied the pal. Generally the i)al these men occupied was placed 
two or more haths from the Meahs' tent, more or less, accordmg to 
the nature of the ground. The pal was standing near where he first 
saw the men beaten. On being cross.examined by Mr. Montriou, the 
witness stated that prisoner 39 used always to dine with His Highness, 
and prisoner 47 occasionally. Excepting prisoner 45 and prisoner 47, 
whose hand was broken, all the Meahs dined eYorj evening with His 
Highnest*. 

"27. Kaugalu Sheikh Bhistee, in the service of His Highness, 
witness No 27 on the calendar at Purran}K)re, one day saw one of the 
thieves — does not know his name — brought there on a camel. Went 
from Purranpore to Allal, and from Allal to Gujol, where the thief 
died. The hurkaru told him to bring some water, and come along 
with him. Went and washed the body of the thief before it was 
buried. Describes the injuries upon it. The skin was off* ail over, 
from the back and difierent parts The wounds appeared to have been 
caused by beating. It was about 3pm Ho was buried in a bamboo 
jungle, near a tank. Ho was buried immediat^^ly after the washing. 
The grave was dug before witness came there. He was called by the 
hurkaru about 3 p.m. 

" 28. Shaik Shekardee, witness 28 on the calendar, went with His 
Highness's camp from Purranpore to Allal. and from Allal to Qujol. 
After Hingoo's death, a hurkaru called witness, and he went with 
water to where the body was, near a grave. Saw marks of beating all 
over the body, arms, legs, &c., long marks. Did not notice whether 
there were injuries about the feet. Did not observe whether there 
were marks of burning. Washed the body and came away. The 
grave was ready when he arrived there. Did not know Hingoo. Does 
not know the Hurkara's n^mc. He was a servant of the Nizamut. 
Witness is also. Knew the Hurkara was a Nizamut servant by his 
stick and chauprass. Did not know him before. Points out the grart 
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as being two or three russoos distant from the tenta. On being ques- 
tioned by Mr. Montriou he stated that Kangali went with him, and 
the J botli washed the body. 

*' 29. Bhozwan Ghose, witness 29 on the calendar, applied ointment 
upon the arms and feet of the two thieves at Allal. Prisoner 48 told 
him it was ordered by prisoner 41 and prisoner 39. They were 
under a tent pal near the tent of the prisoner 41. There were long 
scars upon the feet, hands, and arms The back was swollen, but 
lie did not see marks. Saw marks of beating, and suspects there 
were marks of burning. Marks of beating, are long ; and of burn- 
ing, round Saw round marks upon the shoulders. The wounds 
did not heal from the applications. The man died. The applica- 
tions, or poultices, were made of atta (meal), milk, and ghee. Gave 
them for five days at Allal. The thieves were in a tent put near the 
Meahs tent. Prisoner 48 first called him. Prisoner 41 gave him 
orders to put the poultices on. Used to apply them every morning 
at 6 a.m. Witness arrived at Gujol after the camp at nine that 
night. Heard next morning the thieves were dead. On a question 
bemg put by Mr. .Montriou, the witness stated that he thinks the 
men must liave died from beating. Heard they had been beaten, 
because a box had been stolen ; but judges they died from beating 
from the wounds he saw. The wounds, when he last saw the men, 
were better, but tlie men died 

" 30. Khasniath Roy and Ahaloolla, two witnesess, proved the con- 
fession of prisoner 49, taken before tlie magistrate." 
This closed for the prosecution. 

*' 31. Mr Clarke put in a written defence for his client's prisoners 
2ho. 37, 38, 40, 43, and 44, and Mr. Montriou the same for his clients, 
prisoners No. 39, 41, 42, 45, and 47. Prisoners No. 46, 48, 49, de- 
fended themselves. 

*' 32. Out of thirty-eight witnesses for the defence named by the 
prisoners in the Magistrate's CJourt, Mr Montriou only called four, 
and the prisoner 4^ called thi*ee. Fresh witnesses to character only 
were called by both the counsel in behalf of their respective claims; 
and their testimony, though not exculpatory with reference to the facts 
proved in evidence was very favourable to them. 

"33. The following are the witnesses called on behalf of the pri- 
soners Nos. 42 and A6: — 

•* 34. Kahoolan, witness 92 of the calendar, a malice in the Nawab 
Begum's service, went with prisoner No 42 to the camp on an 
errand from the Begum at Purranpore. Lived under any tree they 
could find. Left the camp at Purranpore Were at Purranpore a 
night and a day. Arrived the same day His Highness arrived 
tlicre. 

*' 35. Hossain Bur, witness No. 91 on the calendar, in the Nawab 
Begum's service, went with prisoner No. 42 and Hawo and Kahoolan to 
His Highness's camp. They left it at Purranpore. Prisoner 42 used 
to remain, sometimes with witness sometimes with His Highness. 
Remained with hiai under a tree at Hyathpore. Prisoner 42 lived 
two days in His Highness's tent. 

" 36.' Mehengoo Shaik, witness 98 on the calendar, camel-driver in 
the service of His Highness, was with the prisoner No. 46 in the 
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journey ; was with him when he went from Piirmnpore to Nowgur- 
rioh, and when ho returned ; did not beat any one before him, or 
quarrel with any one. 

" Crota.examined hy Mr. Trevor. Went firom Nowgurriah to Pur- 
ranpore with prisoner 46 on a camel. There were four persons. Ba- 
kur and himself went on one camel, and prisoner No 46 with some- 
body else — does not know who — on another camel. Does not know 
whether he was in the service or not. Went to bring Ashab by the 
order of prisoner 37. The prisoner 46 made the man who was with 
liim over to Jeehun Lai ; never asked the prisoner 46 who the man 
was or anything about him. Nowgurriah is five coss from Porranpore. 
The man returned with them. Never asked about him. 

" jy the Court. The prisoner 37 sent the camels for the 
Ashab. 

" Mookoo Shootisban, witness 99 on the calendar, examined by the 
prisoner 46. Tlie prisoner 46 went with the camp. Was with him 
when he went from Purranpore to Nowgurriah, and when he returned, 
made no disturbance on the way. Afterwards wont to Bf^ Mehal. 
For five years never saw him quarrel with anybody. Crots-examined 
hy Mr. Trevor. Witness went on foot to Nowgurriah. There were 
two camels, and four persons on them, — on one prisoner 46, and tiie 
man who had been caught — does not know his name ; and on the 
other Mehengoo and Bakur. The man who had been caught was 
given over to Jeehun Lai Bahoo. 

** Jy the Court. A box had been stolen, and he was, therefore* 
taken at night to Nowgurriah to point out the property. He was 
taken by order of the prisoner 87. On his return he was taken to the 
Meahs* tent. The witness states he saw nobody beat the man at Now- 
gurriah, and saw no marks of beating. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Clarke. They were all close to the tent 
with the camels ; heard prisoner 87 give orders to take Muddee and 
the order for the camels. Witness stood by the the Meahs' tent, and 
the prisoner 46 and the other driver went to the tent of prisoner. 

" 87. Did not hear the order. They all told him prisoner 87 had 
given the order. Does not remember who first told him, or who 
secondly, or who thirdly told him. A hurkara came first and con- 
veyed the orders. They did not believe him, and went to make sure. 
Left Purranpore at eleven at night, and about Sam. reached Now- 
gurriah. It was morning when they returned. 

** 88. Bakir AH, witness 100 in the calendar, examined by prisoner 
46. Is a Nizamut camel-driver ! was with prisoner 46 in the camp ; 
went with him from Purranpore to Nowgurriah. Did not see him op- 
press any one in the way. Went from Purranpore to Baj Mehal, and 
then to Maldah. Considers prisoner a good man. 

" Mr. Montriou declined to put any question to the witness, on the 
ground that nothing said by any of the witnesses for prisoner 46 conld 
affect his own clients. 

** Examined hy the Court. Prisoner 46 and a man he does not 
know went upon one camel. He (witness) and Mehengoo went 
upon another. Left Purranpore at ten or eleven at niglit. Went 
with a letter. The letter was from Burra Sahib to Jeehun Lai. Next 
morning they returned about 8 or 9 i.M. to Purranpore. On the way, 
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one quarter coss from Purranpore, thej met Burra Sahib on an 
elephant, and gave up the man to him. 

" Examined by the Mohir. The camels left Purranpore bj the 
orders of prisoner 37. Thej went first to his tent, and he gave the 
order to take the letter and the camels to Nowgurriah. He said 
* Whatever Burra Sahib orders, let that be done.' On their return 
thej had no comuiunication with prisoner 37. Jeehul Lai gave no 
repl^, but onljr ordered the men to be taken back. Burra Sahib gave 
the letter and the man for them to take to Jeehun Lai. 

•• Cross-examined by Mr. Clarke. Three of them went to the tent 
of the prisoner 37. The two camels were left near the Meahs' tent. 
Witness, Mehengoo, and prisoner 46, went and stood at the door of 
the tent Prisoner 37 was in the tent ; his bed was near the door. 
J) id not see anybody else there ; the servants may have been. It was 
night. They were all three together. Does not know who spoke 
first. The hurkara called them. Thej asked what orders he had to 
give. Prisoner 37 said that Burra Sahib would give the letters. Can- 
not saj if prisoner 37 was lying or sitting : only heard him speak, and 
knew he was there. The other two were Nizamut camel-drivers Can 
swear they went for orders. Cannot remember who spoke first. The 
hurkara ordered tliem to take the two camels to the tent of the pri- 
soner 37. Tliey took the two camels and left them at the Meahs' 
tent, and went for orders to the tent of the prisoner 37. They were 
servants, tliere was no Jemadar, and they went for orders. They 
went to the tent of the prisoner 37i because all orders were given by 
him ; they did not, therefore, go to the Meahs' tent. Yes, swears to 
all that he has stated. Does not remember what they said to prisoner 
37. Remembers his orders. It was ' GK> to the Burra Sahib, and da 
what ho directs.' Prisoner 37 did not say anything about Muddee. 
Burra Sahib only pointed out the man. Did not speak about Muddee^ 
Told them to take this man and the letter to Nowgurriah. This 
witness adds that he never saw Muddee beaten, and did npt see* 
George Shapcott at Nowgurriah, nor any marks on Muddee. 

" 39. The prisoner 46 declined to call any more witnesses. 

" 40. Having given an abstract of the prmcipal parts of the eridenoe- 
upon tlie record, it will be necessary to examin0 some of the objections 
raised by the Counsel for the defence, to the credibili^ of the testis 
mony adduced in behalf of the prosecution. 

" 41. The Counsel for the prisoner 37 aad others considers the evi- 
dence of Dhunnoo as disentitled to credit, because he has stated that 
on the day on which he witnessed the beating at Purranpore, His 
Highness with the Meahs returned from shooting about I p.m., and 
that the thieves had been arrested an hour before ; whereas more 
credible witnesses state that it was His Highness's custom to stay out 
till 4, 5, and 6 p.m. ; and that on that particular day he returned at 
5 p.m., and the arrest took place about 9 a.m. 

" 42. it is unfortunate for the argument of the learned Counsel that 
the prisoner 37, his client, when examined by Mr. Lock, the offi^'isting 
magistrate, on the 16th of May, 1S53, admitted that he returned from 
shouting on that day about 1 p m. or 2 p.m. That it was thesarot day 
on which Dhunnoo witnessed the beating is clear, because the prisoner 
37 also adriiiited in that exuminatioD that on the return from shooting at 
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that time he heard that a small box lielonging to the prisoner 41,daroffih 
of the Phu) Khaiia, was missing, and that two men were arresled ob aas- 
picion. That the prisoners .57 and 47, with their serrmnU, priaoner 48 
and witness No. 5 and others, beat them, and that he sent three or four 
times to prevent the beating ; aitd he distinguiihes that day from the day 
following by stating further that the next day they were also beftten bf 
the prisoners 39 and 48, the prisoner 47. Burrs Sahib, witness No. 5, 
and others being present in the tent, and that he again prevented the 
beating ; and wtien asked what persons were acquainted with these cir- 
cumstances, he mentions the names of Mrah Ameen and priaonen 3(1 
and 41, 44, 42. 45, and 47, as being present. 

*' 43. The return of the shooting-party in the middle of the day Is 
also admitted by the prisoner 39 in his examination before the Magi»tnle 
on the same date, the 16th May, 1853, and by the prisoner 46 in his de> 
fence, and the prisoner 49 in his confe^ion. 

**44. The Counsel for the prisoner 41 and others, in his written de- 
fence state« that the admissions of the prisoners before the M^istrate 
are not admissible as evidence in the Sessions Court. 

**45. The Magistrate took the examinations of the prisoners, and put 
the same into writing, and they formed part of the judicial inquiry. 
Such examinations, when reduced into writing, and attested by the pii- 
soners and signed by the Magi»trate, and placed upon the record, are 
admissible as evidence ; that is, such weight will be given to them as the 
Court may consider them entitled to with reference to other parts of ihe 
examination, the circumstances of the case, and the evidence generally. 
This has been the practice of the Court, and the Court is not aware that 
such practice is oppo&ed to the principles of English Law or inconststeot 
with the requirements of justice. 

** 46. A written examination taken in conformity with the regulatioM, 
which are the Magistrate's guide, is the best possible evidence of the 
prisoner having made a declaration of all that is contained in that exa- 
mination. If the objection should be, that a part of it has been elicited 
by the questions put by the Magistrate, the objection woold not bold 
good so long as the Magistrate does not put the questions in auch a way 
as to extract a confession, but for the purpose of elucidating or explain- 
ing what the prisoner may be willing to state with reference to the 
charge. It only would hold good where the prisoner by such que»tions 
might be entrapped into making statements that would be used against 
him on his trial, which, but for those questions, he would not have made* 
It surely was incumbent on the learned Counsel to prove, in behalf of 
his clients, that theie was some omission or irregularity in the taking of 
the examination in order to prevent its being used against them, in- 
stead of simply asserting that such evidence was inadmissible. 

**47. The witness Dhunnoo, No. 1, does not state that the thieves 
were arrested an hour before the return of the party from shooting, but 
that it was one hour before their return that he first saw them bound 
and beaten. He did not (he states in the beginning of his depositioB) 
hear of the theft till twelve at noon. 

** 48. The discrepancy which the Counsel for the prisoner No. 37 has 
pointed out between what the witness stated at the Sessions Court and 
before the Magistrate regarding the threat used by priaoner 37 to the two 
thieves ia capable of being explained. It would seem from his answer. 
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wiien questioned, that his stateunents before the Magistrate were true, 
only that the words ' If you do not give the property ' were omitted^ 
meaning that the prisoner 37 asked for the order and gave it. 

*' 49. The evidence of liingim Khan, butta burdar. The points 
which the Counsel fur the prisoner 41 has laid stress on as rendering his 
evidence totally inadmissil)le, because he considers it inconsistent with 
all other testimony to the same circumstances, viz , tuat part of his 
evidence in (he Sessions Court, in which he states that Muddee was 
brought back irom Nowgurriah on an elepliant, and not on a camel, and 
that part uf his evidence before the Magistrate, in which he states that 
Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 were seated on the same elephant, are 
points which, being incidentally confirmed by the defence of the prisoner 
46, and other evidence on the record, would dispose the Court to give 
that evidence greater credit. 

'* 50. With reference to the evidence of Hingun Khan, butta burdar, 
the points which the Counsel for the prisoner 41 has laid stress on as 
rendering his evidence totally inadmissible, because he considers it in- 
consistent with all other testimony to the same circumstance, viz., that 
part of his evidence in the Sessions Court in which he states that .Muddee 
was brought back from Nowgurriah on an elephant^ and not on a camel, 
and that part of his evidence before the Magistrate in which he states 
that Burra Sahib and prisoner were seated on the same elephant^ are 
points which, being incidentally confirmed by the defence of the prisoner 
4b and other evidence on the record, would dispose the Court to give 
that evidence greater credit. 

** 51. With regard to the objections urged by the Counsel for the 
prisoner 37 to the statement of Hossainee Stieikh, No. 5, there is no 
doubt that he was penonalty interested ; but the personal interest he 
must have felt in the proceedings and the result of the trial cau form no 
legal ground for the rejection of any part of his testimony that can be 
borne out bv other evidence. He was put upon his defence at tir^t by 
the Magistrate ; and after his examination was taken he was made 
Queen's evidence. He distinctly states Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 ar- 
rested Muddee because he had once come to the Meahs' tent, and they 
suspected him of the theft. He states that his master, prisoner 41, was 
present ; and though he did not beat he threatened. This is not an en- 
tire exculpation of his master. There is no contradiction of his evidence 
by Dhunnoo to render it unworthy of credit. ^lU he has stated relative 
to the beating, and what he stated regarding the brandy, may appear in- 
consistent with the evidence of other witnesses, because they have not 
stated the same ; but their not having stated what he states is no proof 
that he may not have seen what he related. There is a difference in the 
statements of the witnesses regarding the conveyances in which Muddee 
and Hmgoo were taken from one place to another; but it may be ac- 
counted fur by the presnroption that they saw them at different times, 
since it is shown that they were carried first from Purranpore to Allal, 
and then one of them from AUal to Purranpore and back again, and then 
both of them from Allal to Gujol, and also by the length of time that 
has elapsed since these occurrences. Hossainee Sheikh deposes that 
they were taken sometimes in one conveyance and sometimes in another. 

" 52. Kuhm Khan, witness No. 9, has spoken of the theft as happen- 
ing at G a.m. Tiiis was upon cross-examination by Mr. Clarke. He 
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appears to liave associated it with the fact that IIU Ilighiicaa ami hit 
party had gone shooting whtn he heard of the. theft ; and it U fKMsible. 
fiom this association in his mind, that he had misculculateii the lime. 
The other discrepancies are not sufficient to affect the credibilitj of his 
general testimony. 

**53. Both the learned Counsel for the defence consider George 
Shaficott'a evidence as entitled to the /uiirs/ credit. His erldenee 
convicts only the prisoner 47 Ccamel-driver), who maltreated Muddee 
at Nowgurriah. 

**54. The same meed of praise for truikfulnets of testioDOOT is 
liberally given by both the Counsel to Mahomed Ameen, witness 22. 
His evidence convicts the prisoner 47 and Burra Sahib of beating 
Muddee and Hingoo at the Meahs' tent,, and prisoners 39 and 48 of 
being present. He states that tome of the Meahs were inside the tent 
snd some out. These two witnesses have, the Court has no doubt, 
spoken the truth in as far as they have deposed : but their Miieifee 
regarding transactions tu which other witnesses have sworn Is no proof 
thst these trsnsactions did not take place. 

**55. The prisoner 49 confessed before the Magistrate, and it has 
been proved by the attesting witnesses that the confession was wohmfary, 
and that no unttue in/btenct was exercised over the prisoner. 

** 56. The confession is to the following effect : * I did not raarder 
Hingoo and Muddee. Last Falgoon I rode on ab elephant, and went 
with His Highness on his expedition. I am in his service. On arriving 
.at Purranpoor I heard one day that a theft had taken place in the tent <? 
prisoner 41, and that the thieves were arrested and were being beaten. 
Oil hearing this I went to the tent to see the thieves, and saw Borrm 
Sahib, prisoner 47, Hossainee, vritness 5, and Jooman beating Hingoo 
and Muddee in the tent of the prisoner No 41. Some were beating 
with a rattan and some with a corah, and the two thieves were crsring 
snd csiling out for His Highness's and the Company's help, '« Dohaee 
Nawab Sahib," — " Dohaee Company !" Seeing this 1 returned to my 
elephant. On that day His Highness came back from his hunting ex- 
cursion at nooUf and in the absence of the Peadnhs I went and placed a 
ladder against the el(>phant, by which His Highness descended and went 
to his tent. Prisoner No. 37 and the other Meahs, whose names I do 
not know, but I can point them out if I saw them, asked where the 
thieves were, and Hossainee Khavas said they were in the tent. Then 
all the Meahs, including prisoner 37, went to the tent and began to 
beat the two thieves, and they tried to run away in consequence of 
the torture; but prisoner 47 and Burra Sahib, abusing me, called ont 
to me to go and catch them, and I caught them. They ordered me 
aAerwards to tie them, but I refused, as 1 have children (tial butcba), 
on which they threatened to beat me if I did not tie them up. I was 
therefore obliged from fear to tie both Hingoo's hands with a tent rope, 
and then ran away. What happened afterwards I do not know. I vrent 
with the advance tents, and do not know if they were subsequentlj 
beaten. On reaching Gujol I heard the two thieves were dead. I saw 
the corpse of Muddee when he was buried, but not that of Hingoo. 
There were wounds upon Muddee*s body. In some places the skin was 
torn off, and in some there were bruises. Some said they died of beat- 
ing, some of cholera^the doctor knows. I only saw them on the day 
they were beaten and the dav thev died.' 
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"57. This confession, of course, is only evidence against the prisoner 
himself, and not against the other prisoners. The whole of this confes- 
sion roust be considered, although all the parts of it may not be entitled 
to equal credit. The same rule applies to this confession as to the ad- 
mission in the examination of the prisoner 37, to which the Court has 
adverted. The whole must be considered, and if there is any part in 
favour of the prisoner, which is not disproved by the evidence for the 
prosecution, and is not improhable in itself, it should be weighed and 
judged of by all the circumstances of the case The reason of such a 
course, both as a maxim in law and as a practice in Court, is obvious, 
because it is most probable that what a prisoner admits may be true, as 
he could have no motive to criminate himself, but it is still left to the 
Court to weigh the whole with all the circumstances of the case as they 
appear in evidence. 

** 58. The law officer, after a very prolonged and patient trial, during 
which the prisoners at the bar have had the benefits, most of them, of 
the services of able Counsel from Calcutta to conduct their defence, has 
given his Futwah, which convicts by Tazeer, prisoners 38, 39, 42, 43, 
44, 47, 48, 49, and 46, of aggravated, culpable homicide as principals; 
prisoners 40, 41, and 45 of privity (41 being besides \\\t owner of the 
property, and on violent presumption the imtigator of the above crimes), 
and Aman Ali Khan, No. 37, of instigating and giving orders, and beato 
ing on violent presumption, and of privity to the above crimes on full 
proof. 

" 59. I have maturely weighed the whole of the evidence for and 
against the prisoner, taking into consideration such discrepancies as in 
my mind affected the credibility of any part of the evidence, and adopt- 
ing only as the grounds for my judgment such parts as I considered 
trustworthy, and on which safe reliance could be placed. 

** 60. 1 will briefly touch upon one or two points as they have pre- 
sented themselves successively to my consideration. 

" Ist. Whether the two men, Hingoo and Muddee, actually died 
about the time they are said to have died in His Highness's camp ? 

** On this point there can be no doubt upon the evidence. 

'*61. 2nd. Whether they died a natural death or by accident, or 
whether it was the result of an unlawful act, deliberately committed by 
others ? 

'* 62. It was given out that these men died of the cholera, but there 
is not the shadow of a proof to support the rumour. On the contrary, 
there is sufficient evidence to show that they had previous to their death 
been repeatedly, and, as one of the witnesses expressed himself, unmerci- 
fully, beaten. It was a continuous beating, a protracted, cruel torture, 
at different times and in different places, making it difficult after so long 
a lapse of time for the witnesses to the cruel acts to depose with minute 
exactness to all the circumstances attending each separate transaction. 
I lay aside all general presumptions in a case of so serious a nature. 
From the evidence, however, a violent presumption arises, that when the 
beating had told upon these poor vrretches, when their skins had been 
taken off them, as one witness said, and their flesh was, as another 
described it, raw, like raw beef, and sores covered their bodies, that 
then, and not till then, the cruel torturing ceased, and native doctors 
were sent for to give their aid in the last extremity. A veil has been 
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thrown over the bst scenes of the ptinful tragedj, bat enough of eri- 
dence has been produced, amounting tu legal presumption, to mmtie e««j« 
mnd fffeci, and, in the absence of an> proof whatever to the cootivy* to 
show that the men died from the maltreatnieot they received, mnd that 
their bodies were buried not far from II is Highness's camp at Gujol. 
The learned Counsel for the prisoner 41 has ref<*rre<i Ut the rule of that 
great and merciful judge. Sir M. Hale, against the conviction of marder, 
where the IkxIv, as the best proof of the corpus driicii, is not forth- 
cuming. This i» of im|>erative force in cases Mhere tht* evidence it cir* 
cumstantial, and there is the slightest doubt of the death of the party. 
In this case the evidence is principally that of eye-witnessea, aiul the 
death of the parties has never b^en denied hy (he pri«one a. 

** 03. The Of xt point to consider is, whether these unlawful acta, 
this continuous iind crufl maltreatment, terminating so fatally, conatitute 
the crime of murder, or culpable homicide, or any other crime of leas 
«legree. 

'* G4. The English Law has laid down generally a clear distinction 
lietwecn the crime of murder and that of manslaughter. Any unlawful 
act which deprives another of life, in the commission of which there is 
no Malice expressed or implied, is manslaughter. But what is this 
malice, and in wliat manner is it to be ascertained ? Blackatone, with 
his usual clearness and penetration, attempts to define it. He states, 
that the malice necessary to constitute the crime of murder is not con- 
fined to an intention to take away the life of another, but that an intent 
to do an unlawful act, which may probably end in depriving another of 
life, is iuctudett in it ; that the malice prepense essential to murder is not 
so pioperiy malevolent to the individual as evil design generally arising 
from a bad heart, which may be expressed or implied 

*' 65. So thai if a man, nut having in his heart a positive purpose to 
take life, should entertain a purpofe to do another some very grievous 
bodily injury, and carry out that purpose, and in the prosecution of it 
death ensue, although the death may ensue beaide the original intention, 
the act would be murder. 

*' 66. There might therefore be, in the painful case before the Court, 
some grounds on the general principles of the law, which would rule 
such cases for considering the crime one of murder; bat after gtring 
this point the deepest attention, 1 am constrained, with reference to all 
the fjcts of the case as elicited by the evidence, to regard it as culpable 
homicide under very aggravated circumstances. I am borne out in Uiis 
view by the Kasi Mahomed, v z , Byjonauth and others, decided by the 
Court of Nizamnt Adawlut on the 29th March, 1825. A ca»e of exces- 
sive cruel and savage torture, for the pur;iose of compelling a confessioa 
of theft and production of property, wh ch ended in the death of the 
person abused. The Law Officer of the Circuit Court acquitted the pri- 
soners, whi.e the Judge convicted them of wiiful murder. The Jndiges 
of the Court of Nizamut Aditwlut, C. Smith. 11. Shakespeare, and W. 
B. Martin, convicted the prisoners of culpable homicide with aggraTating 
circumstances. 

" 67. Mr. Clarke observes that every concomitant bv which murders 
are characterised has been reversed in this case ; that suddenness, soli- 
tude, and secrecy are the distinguishing marks of the worst murders : 
but this was the most prolonged, the most public, and the easiest of de- 
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lection ; and Mr. Montriou Ukea the tame view, and from the opmnest 
of the acts doubu the possibilit? of their conimit«ion, 

** 68. The publicity of the acta ; that is, of such acts aai were com- 
mitted ouUide of the Meahs' tent, is no ground for discrediting the 
joint testimony of so many witnesses, though to some extent it may be 
ground for believing that taose who committed them did not in ihe 
coraiiiission of them intnM to lake lile. but to go to the extremest 
length Ahort of taking it. 1 he publicity may be attributed to ihe pre^ 
.sumption under which the prisoners appear to have acted, that as men.- 
hers of ilis llighness's household they had uithin his camp the powi^r to 
apprehend and punish for theft, and to the grati^cation which some uf 
them, peculiarly circam&tanced as they aie, might naturally feel in 
openly displaying that power, and to the hope that in the event anything 
untoward hap|>ening the aegis of the Nizamut might be extended over 
them to shelter them. 

** 69. The motive ot' the crime is cleai^ It was the discovery of the 
stolen property, anl the men were maltreated to the death on the sus- 
picion that they were the thieves, and with the view of making them 
confess. The exact lime when each separate act was committed is not 
so important in a case like this, where the crime has continuance ; Dor 
is it so necessary, where so many were concerned at different times, to 
specify distinctly the exact share which each took in each different tran- 
saction, or to particularize distinctly the exact instrument whiih was 
used by each in the beating It is not necessary to prove by whom the 
fatal blow was given ; all who were present aiding and abetting the acts 
would be principals; all who were present and assisting at the beating 
would be guilty of the death of the parties, though they themselves did 
not beat providing death ensued from the heating. 

** 70. 1 disagree with the Futwa in the conviction of the priaoners on 
the different counts. I would convict the prisoners Nos. 39, 46, 47f 48, 
and 49, as principals in the culpable homicide of Muddee and Hingoo, 
attended with very aggravated circumstances, and with reference to the 
precedent of Byjnautb and others already alluded to ; I would recom- 
mend them to be sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment, with hard lalhiur 
in irons, in banishment; and the prisoners Nos. 40, 42, 43, 44, as 
aiding and abetting in the aforesaid crime, to 10 years' imprisonment, 
with labour in irons; and the prisoners 41, 45, on the same count, bat 
as less culpable, and with reference to their previous good and inoffen- 
sive character, to 6 years' imprisonment, with labour without irons ; 
and prisoner No. 38, against whom only one witness, Hossainee, de- 
poses as to beating, another, Jinghoo Khan, deposing only to his foUow" 
ing the party who took the deceased to the Factory, as privy to the 
crime, to 3 years' imprisonment with labour, commutable to a fine of 
100 rupees. 

"71. With regard to prisoner No. 37, I must say I am not satisfied 
with that part of it which would implicate him as the instigntor, which 
he would be if it was satisfactorily proved that he gave orders for the 
two men to be beaten. It ia true that a number of presumptions may 
by their accumulation become important, and it has been held a good 
maxim in weighing evidence. * Pottunt divena genera ita conjungi ut 
qwB singula non nocerent^ ea universa tanquam grande reum opprimant* 
There is a presumption that the witnesses spoke the truth in what they 
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stated regarding the orders the prisoner 37 gaTe, when Muddee at night 
was taken on a camel hy the prisoner No. 4C, with a letter from Uie 
Hurra Sahib, to Nowguriiah. Misdirections may have extended to the 
conveyinic of Muildee under surveillance to Nowgurriah, for the pnrpow 
of di&CDvrring the property which he was accused of having stolen : this 
doe« not amount to legal presumption. The statements of the witnenea 
regarding their having heard him give the orders for beating, from the 
manner in which thdr evidences are given, are not sufficient for con- 
viction. The Council for No. 37 has called the attention of the Court 
to the number of enemies who are likely to have plotted agaimt hit 
client. The accumulative presumption, arising from the whole of the 
evidence, affordi* full h'gal proof of his lieing an accessory after the £wt, 
both in harbouring the principals and in concealing the crime, and I 
would recommenU him to be sentenced to one year's imprisonment, with 
labour. 

(Signed) J. D. Monkt. 

Scssionb Judge. 

The 22nd September, 1853. Moorshedabad. 



Judgment of the Sudder Nizamtjt. 
Present Mr. Mills and Mr. Batkes. 

" This case is referred for the orders of the Court on two grounds ; 
firstly, because the Sessions Judge disagrees with the futwa of the law 
officer in regard to the degree of criminality of some of the prisoners: 
and secondly, because he is of opinion that the principal prisoners are 
deserving of a higher punishment than it is within his competence to 
award. 

" It would appear that the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, attended hj a 
large retinue, went towards the end of March last on a shooting expedi- 
tion in the Maldah district, and that on the morning of the 31st March, 
while he was out sporting, a box containing money and some valuables 
was missed from the tent of the Meahs, which at the time was occupied 
by the prisoners. No. 38, 39, 40, 41, 43, 44, 45, and 47. The box he- 
longed to the prisoner No. 41, and was in charge of the approver 
Hossainee. It would further appear that a lad, by name Muddee, was 
arrested on some vague suspicion ; that he was severely beaten, as a 
means to induce him to deliver up the stolen property ; that he incul- 
pated Hingoo, who was subjected to similar ill-usage ; that this iU- 
treatmciit was continued for several days in succession; and that it 
caused the death of Muddee on the 5th, and that of Hingoo on the 6th 
of April. The above is a brief outline of the facts of the case, which are 
established by general evidence, and are admitted by the Counsel who 
repre»ented the prisoners 37, 38, and 40 before the Court. The Sessions 
Judge ha*i convicted the prisoners 39, 46, 47, 48, and 49, as principals ; 
No. 40, 41, 42, 43, 44 and 45, as aiders and abettors; 33 at privy to the 
crime ; and 37 as accessory after the fact. 

" As the crime was for some time concealed from the authorities, no 
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inquest was held, and no medical eTidence is forthcoming as to the state 
of the bodies after death ; but the evidence of Mr. Shapcott, the two 
bheestees who washed the bodies, and the apprentice who applied 
remedies before death, as to their condition a short time before and 
immediately after death, fully justifies the Court in the belief, or violent 
presumption, that the deaths of the deceased were in consequence of tlie 
cruel maltreatment thej had received. The question for the determina- 
tion of the Court, therefore, is, whether the accused parties before the 
Court took any, and what part, in this ill-treatment, or are in any way 
connected with the crimes charged against them. 

i "Mr. Clarke and Mr. Waller, for the prisoners, having strongly 
pointed the consideration of the Court to the worthlessness of the evi- 
dence in general, urging that the charge against their clients originated 
in a foul conspiracy, got up by plotters in the palace to criminate and 
ruin the prisoner No. 37, who is the favourite of the Nawab Nazim, an 1 
the head man of his household. 

** The notoriety of the events which form the grounds of this case 
must have made them known to so many who were present with the 
Nawab's camp, that we are not surprised to find tliat a large number of 
witnesses was, in the first instance, brought forward to tender evi- 
dence against any accused party ; but of these the Q-ovemmcnt Pro- 
secutor selected twenty ; and in consequence of contradictions and 
discrepancies in the depositions of five of these witnesses before the 
Sessions Court, he rejected their testimony as unworthy of credit. 
The testimony of the remaining witn^ses on which the leading 
pointa of the case must rest, and on which the Sessions Judge has 
based his verdict against the prisoners, has, under the above circiun- 
stances, been narrowly scrutinized as regards its truth, and carefully 
weighed with reference to its respectability, its general consistency, 
and the probabilities suggested to our minds in considering all the 
circumstances of the case. Before coming into Court we haid atten- 
tively considered the evidence, the written defence put in by Counsel 
at the Sessions Court, and the remarks of the Sessions Judge in re- 
futation of the objections raised therein to the credibility of the testi- 
mony of each witness, and had come to the conclusion that the state- 
ments of Hossainee Sheikh, the approver, Dhunoo Khan, Bahoem Ali, 
and Hingun, were open to grave suspicion. This suspicion the argu- 
ments of the Counsel for the prosecution have failed to diminish. 

*' The Counsel for the defence have strongly animadverted upon the 
testimony of the above-named witnesses in particular. They have 
directed attention to their want of respectability, the circumstance 
under which they came forward to give tkeir evidence, the general 
improbabilities and contradictions involved in the statements, and the 
dimcidty of believing that they were ever allowed to be spectators of 
the events they describe. 

** The Court will first remark on the evidence of the approver, 
Hdssainee. This man was first arrested as implicated in the state- 
ment of his master, Urjoomund, prisoner No. 41. His defence was 
taken down by the magistrate, and as that defence exculpated himself 
from all participation in the crime, and directly incidpated the other 
prisoners, the magistrates at once released him and made him a wit- 
ness in the caae, proceeding at the same time to record his testimony 
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on tlie part of the prosecution. lie is thus called an approver ^ and 
his statement is rehed upon as carrying with it all the weight attadied 
to evidence .of this character wlien properly supported. Tkia man 
had special charge of the rais!»ing property, and is the person, thane- 
fore, on whom blame, if nut t«u8picion, would naturally fall. He vmt 
interested in the diworery of the thief, or in removing the tiupieumt 
of his master from himself; and nothing can be moi« probable than 
that he both knew and participated in the ill-treatmeut of the de- 
ceased In fact two crciiiblc witne<«8e9 deposed that he waa aiding 
and abetting those who inflicted the torture on the thieves; jet he 
refrains from di»clo«ing any Huch participation, and in no way im- 
plicates himself. To have rendered his evidence effective, the magis- 
trate should have, in conformity with the provisions of B^ulatioo 
X. of \H2\y t^Midered to him a conditional pardon ; this was not done : 
he was, therefore, placed undt^ no special obligation to dis<dose the 
whole tnitli, om in the ca$>e of an adniitte<l up}>rover : and taking his 
evidence an that of an ordinary witne«», it up]>ears to us to have been 
dictated by a wish to exculpate him}«elf at the expense of his fellow- 
criminuU, an.l to teem with iinprohahilitiet and gro*9 (roHtradiciiomt, 
irhich compel the Court to set it aside aftof/ether. 

"As respivtA the witnesses Dhunoo, llingun Khan, and Sheikh 
Raheem Ali, wc observe that tlie first is a discarded Burkundas of 
Police, who was the first person who («ime forward and volunteered 
evidence, as he liimnelf (>tati>s, in the hope of earning a good name, 
and procuring employment ; the second is a lame mendicant, who 
was indicated by Dhunoo as able to give information in this case; 
and the third describes himself as a cook, temporarily employed in the 
Nawab's sen'ice during this hunting expe<lition. 

*' It is iiu^Mssible to ascertain whether these persons were present at 
the Nawab's camp as represent^^d ; the ysny in which they account for 
their preticuce there does not impn^ss tlie Court with any reliance on 
that point, and the o<vurremvs which they n*lote as taking place daily, 
from the conimencement to the clo!»e of this affair, must have taken 
hold on their memories in an unusual manner, to enable them, after 
■o long an inten'al, to depose to particulars of which they then con- 
ceived themselves to be mere casual ob*»ervers. The Court observe 
that Hmgun Khan made such palpable contradiction before the 
sessions that the Judge has recorded his opinion that the discrepameieM 
are irreconcileabtey and the evidence is not entitled to much credit. 
We also remark that these witnesses are the only persons who depose to 
the prisoner No. 37 having instigated and partici})ated in the outrage: 
one deposing that he threatened to blow the thieves from a gun. and 
countennanaed the Nawab's ortler for their release ; while another 
alleges that No. 37 trimmed a bamboo, and chastised a thief with it ; 
statements apparently so exaggerated could hardly be relied upon 
unless made by persons of undoubted veracity, and, in the present 
instance, totally fail to convince us of their truth, being in direct 
opposition to the t(*stimony of far more credible persons. MoreoTer, 
we obsen-e that the Sessions Judge himself discredited such part of 
the evidence of these witnesses affecting the above prisoners as insti- 
gating the assault. Under these circumstances, wo cannot but rMard 
the general character of the evidence of these witnesses as dauhffml 
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and siupicious, and we feel therefore constrained to discard it in 
toto. 

" The remaining witnesses seem to the Court to have giren a con- 
nected and probable account of what took place within their own 
observation and knowledge. 

*' Thej are all serrant^ of the Nawab, and their occupation accounts 
for their presence on the spot. Mr. Shapcott's evidence is in no way 
impeached, and that of Ameer Ali and Mahomed' Ameen has been 
searoelj called in question : and the Court, after duly considering the 
(exceptions taken to the remaining witnesses by Mr. Montriou in his 
elaborate re\iew of their depositions, are of opinion that the contra- 
dictions elicited on cross-examination are on ]:oints so immaterial as in 
no way to shake the confidence of the Court in their general credibility 
and trustworthiness. Applying, therefore, this proof to the case of 
the prisoners, we find there is nothing in it to bring homo to the 
prisoners Nos. 37, 38, 40, 41, 44, and 45, any of the charges on 
which they stand committed ; and only one witness speaks to the pre- 
sence of >o. 42, and another to that of No. 43, on the occasion of the 
thieves being taken to the river-side, but they even do not implicate 
tliem as taking any part in maltreating or encouraging the maltreat- 
ment of the prisoners. 

It has been argued by Bamapersaud Raj, that the presumption 
naturally arising from all the facts of the case is sufficiently strong to 
convict the prisoner No. 37 of accessoryship after the fact to the 
murder, and of privity to the same. The Sessions Judge lias found 
the prisoner guilty of the first charge, inasmuch as he harboured the 
criminals and concealed the crime. On this point we have to observe, 
that to justify a conviction on this charge there must be some act 
proved to have been done to assist the felons personally. The evidence 
discloses no proof of any overt act, nor of any other act on the part 
of the prisoner, from which such an inference can fairly be deduced. 
As regards the charge of privity to the crime, we would remark that 
there is no direct evidence to the fact of the prisoner No. 37 taking 
any part, or being directly or indirectly concerned, either in the 
burying of the bodies or in giving currency to the report of the thieves 
having died of cholera. The mere possibility that the rumour of the 
death of these men by torture had reached the ears of prisoner No. 
87, is not in itself sufficient to bring home to him the charge of con- 
cealing or procuring the concealment of the felony ; to establish such 
a charge there must be some proof that, though not consenting, he 
was personally cognizant of the crime, and, though able, refrained 
from preventing it, or neglected to use any endeavours for the appre- 
hension of the oifenders. An admission was made in the Foujdarry 
by prisoner No. 37, which is corroborated by the most respectable 
witness examined, to the fact that the prisoner, when he heard the 
thieves were subjected to ill-treatment, sent persons to forbid it on two 
different occasions, and to release them Thus there is evidence of an 
attempt to prevent the offence, and though death subsequently ensued 
some days afterwards, it would be, I thiuK, an unfair construction of 
his acts to presume that he was necessarily aware that death was the 
consequence of such ill-treatment. 

*' M uch stress has been laid by Mr. Trevor, both in his written 



192 



defence and in his arguments before the Court, on the eridenoe of the 
tliree witnesses cited by Furrced Khan, No. 46, as inculpmting the 
prisoner No. 37. On tlieir cross-examination thej stated that the 
camels, on one of which tlie deceased Muddee was oonyeyed, bound to 
Nowgurriali, were sent by tlic orders of the prisoner No. 37> and that 
he was therefore assenting to the ill-treatment inflicted on the de- 
ceased. These witnesses have palpably perjured themselves as regards 
Fureed Khan never liaving beaten Muddee, as their eTidenee is 
directly contradicted by that of George Shapcott ; and l£r. Treror 
would wish us to reject tliat part of the testunonj and adopt it as to 
Aman Ali. Eridence »o tainted must be receiTed with extreme 
caution : but taken as it stands, we are of opinion that it does not 
even go far enough to show that the prisoner No. 87 was aware for 
what purpose the camels were required. One witness states that he 
heard from the three camel-driTers that they had receiyed orders frmn 
Aman Ah Khan to take Muddee to Nowgurriali, and another swears 
that the two camels were taken by Aman Ali's orders to Nowrarriah, 
and that he desired the drivers to go to the Burra Sahib for instruc- 
tions. From the third witness nothing inculpatory of the prisoner 
was elicited. Considering that the prisoner had no motive for ill- 
using the thieves, tliat it is in evidence he endeavoured to prerent 
their ill-usage, we cannot, from this evidence, draw any conclusions 
condemnatory- of this pri.*«oner. 

**By the eWdence of the witnesses relied on by the Court, it is 
satisfactorily established that the prisoner, No. 39, who lired in the 
Meahs' tent, took a part in the ill-treatment of the deceased. The 
witness No. 11 de]K)sed to his taking, with others, the thieres to the 
river-side, and to his beating them going and returning. No. 12 con- 
firms the fact, with this qualification, that he did not see the prisoner 
himself beat them, and No. 22 speaks to the prisoner being in the tent 
and presi'nt when the thieves were being chastised by others ; and to 
the prisoner No. 37 sending orders to tliis prisoner to stop the mal- 
treatment. 

The prisoners, Nos. 'i6, 47, 48, and 49, together with Burra Sahib, 
who has evaded justice, are identified by the witnesses generallj as 
taking the most prominent part in the gross maltreatment, ending in 
death, of the deceased persons ; and Mr. Shapcott's evidence espe- 
cially identified No. 46, tne camel-driver, as on one occasion beating 
tlie deceased Muddee in tlie most umncrciful manner for the space of 
15 minutes. There is also the clear and well-attested confession of the 
prisoner No. 49 before the magistrate. We, therefore, in concurrence 
with the Sessions Judge and Law Officer, convict the prisoners Nos. 
39, 46, 47, 48, and 49, as principals in the culpable homicide of 
Muddee and Ilingoo. The case is attended with circumstances of 
such aggravation and deliberate cruelty, deducible from the evidence 
generally, as to render the crime scarcely distinguishable from wilful 
murder; but adopting the principle generally inculcated by the pre- 
cedents of this Court, that unless the intention of the criminal to take 
life is fairly inferable from the nature and circumstances of the case, a 
conviction of wilful murder cannot pass, we convict them of the minor 
offence of culpable homicide, and sentence them, as proposed bj the 
Sessions Judge, to fourtt»cn years* imprisonment with labour in 
inm». 
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" The Court have noticed in ita place the irregular manner in which 
tlie magistrate has admitted Hossainee to be an approver. The Court 
ftirther notice, with censure, the unfairness and impropriety of the 
magistrate's proceedings as regards the prisoner Urjoomund, in first 
taking his defence, then converting him into a witness and examining 
him on oath, and tlien, because he considered that he had not spoken 
the whole truths re-arraigning him on the original charge and commit- 
ting him for trial." 

In whatever light we view the course taken by Lord 
Dalhousie against the Nawab Nazim in connection with 
the above unfortunate afiPair, we cannot but consider it 
raost unjustifiable ; for even admitting that His Lordship 
had a right to difiPer in opinion from the Judges of the 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut as to the culpability of the 
ssrvants of the Nawab, there was certainly not the least 
ground for implicating the Nawab himself, or holding him 
responsible for the acts of his servants. Besides, there 
were present in the camp with His Highness several 
European gentlemen of high standing in the Company's 
civil service, and it is surprising to think that none of 
those gentlemen (one of whom was a Judge) were called 
to account by His Lordship for the same reasons adduced 
against the Nawab. Again, if His Lordship was dis- 
satisfied with the judgment of the highest Court of 
Justice in the land, he might have ordered another trial 
to be proceeded with, before jumping to a hasty con- 
clusion as to the guilt of the Nawab's servants (who had 
been thrice tried and acquitted), and then, without any 
just cause punishing their master for their supposed act 
on a mere assumption that he must have been cognizant 
of whatever occurred in his camp, even while he was 
away from it. We feel assured that every right thinking 
Englishman will with us disagree with His Lordship's 
opinion and ill-judged conclusions. 

o 
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The action taken by Lord Dalhousie is fullj set out in 
His Highness' Memorial to the Secretary of State for 
India, and also in the Narrative of the Nizam ot Affietirs 
by the Agent Governor-General, to which we voald 
refer our readers for further information, leaving it to 
them and an enlightened public to distinguish the 
right, and to exercise the power in their hands, by doing 
justice to the Prince who has suffered so much from 
the effects of such arbitrary measures ! 

Lord Dalhousie's term of office ceased soon after this, 
but the result of his arbitrary acts and the annexation 
policy, by which solemn treaties and engagements with 
Indian Princes were set aside, soon- after broke out in the 
terrible Mutiny of 1857, when Lord Canning held the 
reins of Government in India. 

In 1856, Lord Canning, who was afterwards the first 
Viceroy of Her Most Gracious Majesty, gave His High* 
ness the following assurance of " cotmderaHon^ regped, 
and friendly interest <fr. ;" of the British Government : — 

From Lord Canning to Nawab Syud Munsoob Alt, 
Khan, Behadoor, (tJie jne^teiit Nawab Nazim of Bengal^ 
Behar, and Orissa^ dated Wth March, 1856. 

** Nawab Sahib, of high worth and exalted »tation, mj good hrother, 
** I wisli you jK*acc. 

•* After expredHin^ devottnl desire beyond description for » happj 
*' interview, I would announce what You will have gleaned from 
** the newspapers of the 29th February last, that this friend has been 
•• appointed to 9UcH*eed the Most Noble the Marquis of Dalhousie K.T. 
" as Oevemor-Oeneml of India 

** Permit mo to a<ld, tliis friend entered Calcutta, the eeat of 
" Government, and as8ume<l the duties of this high office on the 26th 
•* February, 18o<>, correKi>ondin« to tlie 22nd Jumadee-ul-Sanoe, 
" 1272, if. 

" Your Highness may be assured (he consideration^ respect, and 
**/Hendii^ interest in the prosperous administration of tfonr affairs^ 
•* BXiOijust regard to the honours and dignities due to your hereditary 
*' rank and the prescriptive privileges of your high station, yuaramtaed 
" bu the stipulations of subsisting Treaties and long established Reta* 
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** tioMf observed and cherished by former Oovernort- General ^ will on 
*' the part, also, of this sincere friend, be ferventlif fostered aud pvnr^ 
•• tualiif fulfilled. 

'* Assured of this friend's interest in your welfare, I hope you will 
" not fail to favour him with letters that may cheer him with the 
" welcome intelligence of your health and prosperity. 

" Further, — may days of joy accord with your desire. 

** (Signed) Canning. 

If» therefore, as acknowledged by Lord Dalhousie 
himself and again by Lord Canning, the first direct 
Representative of the British Crown in India, the 
Treaties concluded with the Nawab's ancestors are existing 
and atibsisting, we may well inquire why has not the 
British Government insisted upon the Government of 
India fulfilling all the conditions therein named by 
restoring to His Highness and his family those rights 
and j)rivileges of which they have been unjustly deprived 
by the oflficers of that Government? It was with the 
object of correcting the abuses practised by the officers of 
the East India Company that the Imperial Government 
took over the Administration of Indian Afifairs, and it is 
inattt'r of surprise that abuses still exist in India as 
evidenced in the case of the Nawab of Bengal and other 
Native Princes with whom solemn contracts were made 
by the East India Company. Her Most Gracious 
Majesty, after having assumed the Supreme Adminis- 
tration and Government of India, issued the following 
Proclamation to the Princes, the Chiefs, and the People 
of India, as an assurance that '* all Treaties and En- 
gagements made with them hy or under the Authority of 
the Honourable East India Company" were by Her 
accepted, and " would he scrupulously maintained^'' hence 
the British Government is responsible for the faithful 
fulfilment of the same by the Government of India. 

o 2 
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Allahabad, Monday^ \Rt N'ove^nbeT, 1858. 

The Right Honourable the Goybbnor-Gbneral 
has received the Commands of Her Majesty the Qitebh, 
to make knoicn the followimj (jracioxis Pboclamatiok of 
Her Majesty to the Princes^ the Ohibfs, and the 
People of India. 

Proclamation of the Queen in Councii*, to the 
Princes, Chiefs, and People of India, Victoria, bi 
the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom op Great 
Britain and Ireland, and of the Colonies and De- 

PENDENCIES THEREOF IN EuROPE, AsiA, AfRICA, AmERICA, 

AND Australasia. 

Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

WliertMis, for divers wt'iglity reasons, We have resolved, by and with 
the advice, and consent of tlie Ixjrds ^i^pintual and TcniponU and 
ConnnoiiH, in Parlinnient aynemblcd, to t^ikc upon OurBolTes, the 
Oovemnient of tlie Territories in India lieretoforo administered in 
triwt for Us bv the IIonoukable Ea8T India Company. 

Now, therefore, We do by these ])re.'*ent8 notify and declare that, by 
the advi(V and consent afores^aid. We have taken u))on Ourselvetf the 
said Oovennnent, and We hereby call upon all Our subjects within 
the said Territories to be faithful and to bimr true allegiance to Us, 
Our heirs and successors, and to submit themselves to the authority of 
those whom, We may hereafter, from tinu» to time, see fit to appoint to 
administer the Oovennnent of Our said Territories, in Our name and 
on Our behalf. 

And We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the loyalty, 
abihty and judgment of Our right trusty and well beloved Cousin and 
Councillor, Citarlks Joiiv VisiorxT Canning, do hereby constitute 
and appoint him, tlu» said Viscuint Canning, to be Our first Viceroy 
and Governor- General in, and over Our said Territories, and to ad- 
minister the Govermnent thereof in Our name, and generally to act in 
Our name and on Our behalf, subject to such Orders and Regulations 
as he shall, from time to tinu», receive from Us tlu^ough one of Our 
principal Secretaries of State. 

And We do hereby confinn in their several OfBcos, CiTil and 
Military', all persons now em})loyed in the Service of the Honoitxabi*B 
Ka8T India Company subject to Our future pleasiue, and to such 
Laws and Regulations as may hereafter be enacted. 

We herebtf announce to the Safire Princes of India that all treatum 
and en(fagement)t made icith them hi/ or under the authority of the 
lIoNOUBABLK East India COMPANY are hy US accepted^ and fcilt be 
tcrupnlovsfif maintained ; and Jl'e took /or the like observants on their 
part. 
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We desire no extcriBion of Our present territorial possessions ; and 
while We will permit no agression upon Our Dominions, or Our 
Uights to be attempted with impunity, we shall sanction no encroach- 
ment on those of others. We shall respect the Sights, Dignity and 
Honour of Native Princes as Our otcn ; and Wo desire tliat they, as 
well as Our own subjects, should enjoy that prosperity, and that social 
advancement which can be secured by internal peace and good govern- 
ment. 

We hold Ourselves bound to the Natives of Our Indian Territories 
hg the same obligations of duty which hind Us to all Our other 
subjects ; atid those obligations^ by the Blessing of Almighty God 
We shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfil . 

Firmly rel^-ing Ourselves on the truth of Cliristianity, and acknow- 
leilging with gratitude the solace of Religion, We disclaim alike the 
Riglit and tlio desire to impose Our convictions on any of Our subjects. 
Wc declare it to be Our Royal will and pleasure that none be in any- 
wise favoured, none molested or disquieted, by reason of their religious 
faith or observances ; but that all sliall alike enjoy the equal and 
impartial protection of the Law : and We do strictly charge and enjoin 
all those wlio may be in authority under Us, that they abstain from all 
interference with the religious belief or worship of any of Our subjects, 
on pain of Our highest displeasure. 

And it is Our further will that, so far as may be. Our subjects, of 
whatever Race or Creed, be freely and impartially admitted to Offices 
ill Our Service, the duties of which they may be qualified, by their 
education, ability, and integrity, duly to discharge 

We know, and respect, the feelings of attachment; with which the 
Natives of India regard the lands inlierited by them from their 
Ancestors ; and we desire to protect them in all rights connected there- 
with, subject to the equitable demands of the State : and We will that 
generally, in framing and administering the Law, due regard be paid 
to the ancient Rights, Usages, and Customs of India. 

We deeply lament the evils and misery which have been brought 
upon India by the acts of ambitious men, who have deceived their 
countrymen by false reports, and led them into open rebellion. Our 
power has been shown by the suppression of that rebellion in the 
field ; We desire to show Our mercy, by pardoning the offences of 
those who have been thus misled, but who desire to return to the 
path of duty. 

Already in one Province, with a view to stop the further effusion of 
blood, and to hasten the pacitication of our Indian Dominions, Our 
A'iceroy and Governor- General has held out the expectation of pardon, 
on certain terms, to the great majority of those who, in the lato un- 
happy disturbances, have been guilty of offences against Our Govern- 
ment, and has declared the punishment which will be inflicted on 
those whose crimes place them beyond the reach of foi^veness. We 
approve and confirm the saidact of Our Viceroy and Governor- General, 
and do further announce and proclaim as follow : — 

Our Clemency will be extended to all offenders, save and except 
all tliosc who have been, or shall be, convicted of having directly taken 
part in the murder of British Subjects. With regard te such the 
demands of Justice forbid the exercise of mercv. 
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To tho«e who have willingly giveu asjlum to murderers, knowing 
tliem to be sucli, or who may have acted as leaden or instigaton in 
revolt, their live« alone can be guaranteed ; but in apportionizig the 
penalty due to such persons, full consideration will be giveii to the 
oircum9tance8 under which they have been induced to throw off tiietr 
allegiance, and large indulgence will be shown to those whoee crimet 
may appear to haye originated in too credulous acceptance of the £ilae 
reports circulated by designing men. 

To all others in Arms against the Gk>vemment. we hereby protniM 
unconditional Pardon, Amnesty, and Oblivion of all ofienoe egminst 
Ourselves, Our Crown and Dignity, on their return to their homes 
and peaceful pursuits 

It IS Our Royal Pleasure tliat these terms of G-raoe and Amnesty 
should be extended to nil those who comply with. these conditions be- 
fore the First Day of January next 

When, by the Blessing of Providence, internal Tranquillity sliall be 
restored, it is Our enrnest Desire to stimidate tlie peaceful industnr of 
India., to promote Works of Public Utility, and Improvement, an^ to 
administer its Oovemment for the benefit of all Our Subjects resident 
therein. In their Prosperity will be Our Strength ; in their Content* 
ment. Our Security ; and in their Gratitude Our best Reward. And 
may the Odd of all Power grant to Us, and to those in authority 
under Us, Strength to carry out thc^se Our wishes for the good of Our 
People. 



The British Government, under the Proclamatioo of 
1858, took over the whole of the obligations contracted 
bj the Honourable East India Company, whether bj 
Treaty or otherwise, and undertook to scrupulouslj 
maintain the same. Hence the Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
is justly entitled to claim from Her Majesty and the 
Government compensation for all the losses, pecuniary or 
otherwise, sustained by himself and his family, having 
on his part always adhered to the obligations set^forth 
in the several Treaties and Agreements. 

But the present Nawab Nazim has greater claims 
upon the British Government than a mere acknow- 
ledgment of Treaty Bights or redress for the wrongs 
inflicted upon him and his Predecessors by the Gk>vern- 
ment of India, for he has (as cx[»rcs8ed at two of our 
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public banquets in the Citj of London bj Lord Oairns 
and also by Lord Lawrence, once Governor-General 
of India,) " earned the gratitude and sympathy of the 
British nation by his loyal attachment and faithful 
adherence to the British Crown in seasons of danger 
and trials*' and by the services he rendered to the State 
by his assistance and example " during the great SantJial 
Rebellion 0/ 1855, and ^ of the more serious crisis which 
followed^ the Mutiny of the Native Troops of the Bengal 
Army in 1857." 

The following letters exhibit a few out of the many 
services rendered by His Highness when all his country- 
men around him were rising up in arms and throwing 
oflf their allegiance to the British Government. 



From The Secretary to the Government of Bengal to Lieu- 
tenant- Ck>L0NEL Macgregor, C.B., Agent to the Governor- 
General at Moorshedahad, 

Fort William, 14th July, 1855. 
Sir, 
The Lieutenant-Governor has receiyed your demi-official oonununi- 
cation announcing that the Nawab Nasim nas placed at the disposal of 
the Authorities, to aid in suppressins the disturbances that haye arisen 
in the Northern part of the Moorshedahad District, the Sepoys and 
Troopers of His Hiehness* guard, together with a number of elephants, 
and 1 am instructed to request that jou will conyey to the Nawab 
Nazim the cordial acknowledgments of Goyemment for his prompt 
co-operation^ and assure him that the desire which he has thus mani- 
fested to assist btf the resources at his disposal the efforts of the 
Authorities to maintain the peace of the districty and to quell the «»- 
fortunate outbreak which has occurred, is warmly and highly appre* 
dated. 

1 hayp, &c, 
(Signed) W. Gbb^, 

Secretary to the Gt)yemment of Bengal. 

(True Copy) 
(Signed) *G. H. Macgbegob, 

Agent to the Gt>vemor-General. 
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From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the 
Agent to the Governor- General at Moorshedabad. 

Fort William, 28th September, 1856. 

Sir. 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 83, 

dated the instant, bringing to the notice of GK>T6minent the 

amount of assistance rendered by the Nawab Nasim to the Authorities, 
from tlie commencement of the Santhal outbreak up to the present 
time. 

2. In my letter No. 1612, dated tlie 11th July, I communicated to 
you the hiqh sense entertained bif the Lieutenant- Oovermor of the 
prompt and useful co-operation of the Xau>ab Nazim in the meetsmre* 
then taken for the suppression ^ the Santhal insurrection^ and the 
Lieutenant-Governor now directs me to state in reply to your present 
lettijr, " that he agrees with ifou thai the course pursued by the H'a^Fab 
" Nazim on this occasion as detailed in i/our letter, clearly shows Mis 
" Highness' anxiety to promote the service of Government by every 
" means in his power." 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. Grkt, 

Secretary to the Gt)vemraent of Bengal. 

(True Copy) 
(Signeil) G. H. Macobboob, 

Agent Govemor-GeneraL 



Fro/u the Secretary to the Government of Bengal to tlie 
Agent Governor-General, Moorshedabad. 

Fort WnUam, the 4th August, 1857. 

Sir, 
With reference to your letter, No. 63, of the 25th June last, I am 
directed by tlie Lieutenant-Governor to forward herewith a copy of a 
letter. No. 81, of the 3rd instant, from the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India in the Mihtary Department, and to request that you 
will lose no time in communicating to the Nawab Nazim of Moor- 
shedabad, the acknowletlgments of the Riglit Honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Council for the services rendered by His Highness 
on the occasion alluded to therein. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. R. YouNO, 

Secret arj' to the Government of Bengal* 



To the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Sir. 
I am directed to acknowledge tlio receipt of your letter, No. 743, of 
the 30th uhimo, submittuig for the infonuatiou of the GU)vemment 
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of India a copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Macgrcgor, C.B , 
bringing to notice the assistance rendered by the Nawab Nazim to the 
European Detachments, and in reply to request that you will move 
the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal io convey to His 
Highness the acknowledgments of the Right Honourable the Governor* 
General of India in Council for his great assistance on the occasion 
in qvestiony as also for the readiness with which he was prepared to 
co-operate in preventing a disturbance which teas anticipated (though 
without good reason) at Berhampore, on the 21st instant. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. J. H. Birch Coll, 

iJecretary to the Government of India in the 
]VIilitary J)epartment. 
(True Copy) 
(Signed) 6. II. Macqreoob, 

Agent Governor-General. 

From th& Secret art/ to the Government of Bengal to the 
Agent to the Governor-General at Aloorshedabad, 

Fort WiUiam, the 20tli Oct., 1857. 
Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 95, of 
tlie 9th instant, forwarding copy of a couimunieation with translation 
addressed to you by His Highness the Nawab Nazim, in which ho 
offers to place at the disposal of Government twenty-five of his 
elephants, and tenders his services in any other way in which they 
may be required. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has perused with much gratification 
the Nawab Nazini's address^ and desires me to request that gou will 
be so good as to convey to His Highness the expression of His Honour*s 
CORDIAX THANES ybr the BBADIXES3 with which His Highness has come 

forward to carry out the wishes of Government ON this as on etery 
PREVioiTS OCCASION. The Lieutenant- Gk>vemor is fully persuaded of 
the sincersity of His Highness' proffer of services, and of the LOTAL 
SPIRIT by which he is actuated, 

3. Tlio Elephants should be forwarded to Rancegunge as soon aa 
may bo convenient to His Higlmess. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) A. R. Young, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
(True Copy) 
(Signed) ' G H. Macoreoor, 
Agent Governor-General. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal^ to the 
Agent Governor-General at Moorshedabad, 

Fort William, 2nd November, 1857. 
Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 104, 
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dated the 22nd ultimo, reporting that at your request, Hu ffighi 
tlie Nawab Nazim had furnished Capt«in Chapman while proceeding 
from Berhami>ore to 8oorj with a Guard of the Nixamut troops £or 
the protection on tlic journey of certain hor«ee selected by that officer 
at Moorshcdabad for the use of the Bengal Yeomanry CaTalrj, and 
soliciting sanction to tlie payment of Rs. 100, one hundred, as a pre- 
sent to the Guard for having well performed their duty. 

2. In reply, I am dt^ired to state that the Lieutenant-GoTemor 
authorizes the expenditure above proposed, and at the same time to 
request that you will convey His Honour's acknowledgments to the 
Nawab Nazim for the assistance rendered by him to Captain Chapman 
on the occasion. 

I liave, &c , 
(Signed) A. R. YOUNO, 

Secretary to the Gt>vemment of BengaL 

From the Junior- Secretary to the Government o/ BengcU^ to 
A. Pioou, Esg., in charge of the Office of Agent to the 
Governor- General at Moorshedabad. 

Fort William, the 30th December, 1857. 
Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communication. 
No. 126, dated the 19th inst., bringing to notice the good eondmei ot a 
detachment of the Nawab Nazim's Troops while escorting GK>Temment 
horses to Raneegunge, and to convey to you the Lieutenant-GK>Temor*s 
sanction to the payment of a reward of 150 Rupees to the Native 
Officer and men of the detachment as recommended by you. 

2. You mention also in the same letter. His Highness's co-operation 
in conveying a party of seamen to Berhampore. 

3. The Lieutenant -Oovemor has had frequent occ<itum to aohnom* 
hdge the prompt and willing assistance rendered hg the Nanab Nazim 
to the OJJicers of Oovemment during the present disturbances^ and 
desires once more to convey through you his acknowledgmentt fbr the 
service rendered on these two occasions. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) C. T. BUCKLAIO), 
Junior Secretary to the Government of BengaL 
Moorshedabad Agency, dated the 8th Jan., 1858. 
True Go})y, 
(Signed) A. Pioou, 
In charge of the Office of Agent to the 
Governor-General. 

Berhampore, July 27th, 1859. 
Your Highness, 
As I am about to leave Berhampore, permit me to thank you for the 
attention and kindness I have received from Your Highness. 

You ai*e aware of the circumstance that occasioned my coming, and 
iho promptitude with which you sent elepliants, oxen, &c., to meet 
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the detachment under my command was most gratififingy and had it 
not been for the sudden rise of the river, would hate greatly aided our 
rapidly reaching JSerhampore. 

On ray arrival in Calcutta 1 thall take special care to mention to 

Lord Canning, Your Highness' zeal on this occasion. 

• • • • • . • 

Believe me to remain your Highness' most obedient and faithful 
servant. 

(Signed) Kenneth D. Mackenzie, 

Lieut.-Colonel, 92nd Highlanders. 



To His Highness, the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar, and 

Onssa, 

From E. H. Lushington Esq., Officiating Secretary to 
the Goveimment of Bengal to the Officiating Agent to the Go- 
vernor- General, Moorshedahad, 

Fort William, 8th November, 1859. 
Sir. 

I am directed to forward for your information and for communication 
to His Higlmess the Nawab Nazim the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign De- 
partment 'So. 6195, dated the 7th ultimo, announcing the honours 
which His Excellency the Qtjvemor-General in Council, has been 
pleased to confer on the Nawab Nazim and on his Dewan Roy 
Frosunno Narain Deb Baliadoor, and expressing the high sense which 
the Oovemment entertains of the faithftU services rendered by His 
Highness during the late disturbances 

2. As directed in the 6th Paragraph of Mr. Beadon's letter, the 
Lieutenant-Governor desires me to observe that the Nawab Nazim in 
applying for the repeal of Act XXVIl of 1854, appears te have mis- 
understood tlie operation of that Act, and that the annexed Extract 
paragraphs 36 to 53 from a minute recorded by the late Lieutenant 
Governor on the 18th September, 1858, will, it is hoped, satisfy His 
Highness that the repeal of the Act in question, would not produce 
all the effects which he supposes, and would besides have other con- 
sequences which are not desirable. 

I am further directed to transmit lierewith a Khurretah addressed by 
His Excellency to the Nawab Nazim, and to request that you will be 
so good as to deliver the same to His Highness. A copy of the Khurre- 
tah is forwarded for record in your office. 

The Sunnud conferring the title of Rajah Bahadoor on the Dewan 
of His Highness will be forwarded as soon as received, 

I have, kc , 
(Signed) E. H. Lushington, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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From C. Bkadon Esq., Secretary to the Government of 

I/iff id. For elfin Department, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Benyal. 

7th October, 1869. 

Sir, 
I am (liroctod by the Govcnior-Ocncral in Council, to acknowledge 
t lie rtveipt of vour predocossorV hotter, No. 3716, enclosing a minute 
by the late Lieutenant-dovenior, relative to the conduct of the Nawab 
iVaxini of Beni^al during tlie rebellion, and to the reward which should 
be conferred on His lli«;lineH}*. 

2. His Kxc(»llencv in C'oiineil ajjrees generally in the T^ews cxpreased 
in that minute, both as to the faithful servicer of the Nawab Ifaxim 
and the manner in wliieli the hiqh sense which the OocerHmenl efnter" 
tains of thnse services^ can bi»st be shown. 

3. Already, when tlie Nawab Naxim was recently in Calcutta, the 
Governor-(ieneral in Conned ^o far practically assented to the reoom- 
niendations of tlic (lovennnent of IJenpU, as to give His Uighneu a 
salnte of nineteen guns on liis departure from the Presidency, and His 
Kxcelleney in Couneil has now much pleasure m formally declarii^ 
tliat His Highness is entitled to a atdute of that number of guns, on aU 
future (K'casions. 

4. Tlie Govemor-Oencnil in Council is also pleased to cancel so 
nnieh of tlie ortlers of the Government of India, dated the 6th 
Do(»embcr, 1S54. as n»quireH that when the Nawab Nazim may leave 
Moorshedabad, his eamj> shall be accompanied by a responsible officer 
of jwlieeon the part ol^ the Government, and direct that the prac- 
tice under which, previous to 1S5I-, the expense of His Highness' 
hunting excursions was dcfmyed from the Nizamut Fund shall b* 
revived. 

5. niesc concessions, together with others which have lately been 
made to the Nawab in consideration of his lotfaJ conduct, tcill satisfy 
His llifjhness of the hif/h estimation in v^hic.\ his services are held, and 
of the sincere efferfive desire of the Governor- General im Council to 
mark his appreciation of them. 

6. His Excellency in Council cannot consent to make any alteration 
in the Law as it stands ; but he desires, that with the permission of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, it may carefully bo explained to the Nawab 
asset forth in Mr. Ilalliday's minuti', that the rej)cal of Act XXVII of 
1S51>. would not produce all the eireots His Highness supposes, and 
would have other undesiniblc consequences. 

7. With reference to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone's letter. No. 2149, 
dated the 14th July, 1858, I am directed to state, that the Ooyemor- 
Genend in Council has now been j)leaiied to confer on Roy Prosunno 
Narain Deb, the Nawab Nazim's Dewan, the title of K^ah fiaha- 
door. The usual Sunnud will follow^. 

(True Cojiy) 

(Sigiied) Thomas JoyES, 

Register Bengal Secretariat. 
(True Copy) 

(Sig'nctl) C. Mackkkzib, 

Olliciating Agent Governor- GeneraL 
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Services op H.H. the Nawab Nazim. 

Extracts from a Minute by the Lieutenant-Govebnoe op 

Bengal. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General lias directed me to 
report " in full detail tlie services rendered by the Nawab Nazim, or 
under his direction, and the particular occtisions on which His High- 
ness assisted the local officers in their endeavours to enforce their 
authority and maintain trnnquillity in Bcrlmmpore and its vicinity." 

2. Tiiese services have been rendered on two occasions ; Jirstf on 
the occasion of the Santhall rebellion in 1855 ; and secondly ^ on the 
occiision of the mutiny of 1857. 

3. Tiie following are the detailed circumstances belonging to the 
Hrst of these occasions 

4 On the 10th July, 1855, when disturbances broke out in the 
northern part of the M oorshedabad district, the Nawab Nazim lent to 
the magistrate of that district some of his light and fast boats to 
convev that officer and his establishment to the scene of the disturb- 
ance (expressing at the same time a desire to place all Ids resoui'ces at 
the disposal of tlie local autliorities). 

5. Twenty of his troopers were sent to accompany the magistrate, 
and tliirty of his elephants to convey the camp equipage and ammu- 
nition of the right wing of the 7th Native Infantry, wliich had been 
ordered to proceed by forced marclies to the disturbed district. 

6. The Magistrate having reported to the Agent on the 11th July 
that tlie rebels were in great force. His Highness at once sent one 
hundred of his Sepoys to the former officer. 

7. His Highness likewise supplied 124 stand of arms to the Euro- 
pean soldiers of the recruit depdt at Bcrlmmpore. 

8. Tlie citizens of Moorsliedabad having been alarmed by false 
rumours to the ell'ect that the rebels were advancing in large numbers 
to plunder the ciry, His Higliness sent his officers to give them confi- 
dence ; sent fifty Sepoys to assist the police, and ordered the rest of 
his troops (350 men) to hold themselves in readiness to aid the 
authorities, if necessary. 

9. On Mr. Bidwell assuming cliarge of his duties as Special Com- 
missioner, he asked for more elephants, whereupon His Highness lent 
not only the remainder of Iiis own animals, but also some of those of 
his relatives, in all fifty-seven in number. 

10 The troopers above alluded to subsequently accompanied the 
riglit wing of the 7th N.I. in their several operations. 

11. The hundred Sepoys first marclied to Mohutpore, thence to 
Ponkour, Kudumsar and Palieliat, and had' altogether served for a 
month and twenty-two davs, when thev were withdrawn by Mr. 
Bidwell. 

12. Of the elephants some appear to have been retained for short 
periods, but twenty-seven remained with the troops at diflTerent places 
till about the end of January, 1856, and were returned after the 
Santhal field force was broken up. 

13. The ticknowledgments of the Government for the above services 
were conveyed to the Nawab Nazim through the Agent, Colonel 
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Margrcgor, first on tlic 14t1i July, and then again on the 28th Sept., 
1855, and in the meantime the Magistrate of Moorshedabad *>•** 
thankeil lliii Highness in a letter dated 9th August, 1855. 
1 1. The detaiU of tlie second ooeusian are as follows : — 

15. When a detaehineut of Her Majesty's 64th Regiment, ander 
tlic connnand of Ca[)tttiii Francis, was sent to Berhampore in June, 
1857, Hi!) Highness ass^isted Qovcniment by lending forty-five elephants 
and all liis camels, for the conveyance of the Detachment from AUatoUee 
Oliaut to Berhampore. 

16. A Detachiuent of Her .Majesty's .35th Re^ment, under the 
conmiiind of Capain Tisdall, was also sent up to Berhvnpore during 
the same month. His lliglmess sent down thirteen pairs of his carriage 
liorses to enable thiit party to reoi'h its destination. 

17. On the 21 st June, when Hi8 Highness was under the impression 
tliat the two native regiments at Berhampore had mutinied, and when 
tliere wojs a general excitement at Moorahedabad caused by the same 
impression, he at once made all his preparations for resisting the 
Bupposi*d mutineers in case they went to Moorshedabad, and also took 
measure to prevent any rising in tlie city, co-operating with the 
Magistrate wit)i ])rompiitude and zeal for that purpose. 

18. While reporting tlie above services, the Agent, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mocgregor, C'B., stated: "It is with ereat pleasure that I 
have observed tliat His Highness has alwayt been most amxiams to 
render erert/ asshtance in Iiis power to the British Government on amy 
enter (/e II cif.'* 

19. For the assistance rendered by His Highness in the abore 
instances, the thanks of the Qovemor-General in Council were con- 
veyed in letters from the Secretory to the Government of India. 

20. On the occasion of the Magistrate of Moorshedabad undertaking 
the task of dis}irming that city in the early part of August, 1857, 
after the troops at Berham])ore Iiad been disarmed, the Agent to the 
Govemor-Gcncnil requested tlie Nawab Nozim to disarm his disciplined 
troops, who were v>)cn of tlic same kind as those of the regiments that 
had mutinied. His Highness most readily and cheerfully gare the 
order for disarming : and it was promptly and efibctually carried out 
by the ISizamut Dewan, who sent the arms to Berhampore through 
the Agent. The Government of Bengtil gave credit for this to both 
the Agent and the Nawab. The measure produced so excellent an 
eflbct, that the Magistrate accomplished his difficult task without 
resistance and witliout the aid of European troops. 

21. In September, 1857, Colonel Macgregor had occasion, under 
orders from Major-General Sir James Outram, K.C.B., to despatch 
20,000 rounds of service musket cartridges, with a due proportion of 
percussion caps, to Darjeeling via Kisliengunge. The Colonel did not 
deem it advisable to entrust the ammunition to any guard from either 
of the regiments at Berhampore, and he accordingly astted the l^awab 
Nazim for a guard, when His Highness furnished a party of his own 
followers, consisting of sixteen confidential men, who safely escorted 
tlie stores and delivered them to the Deputy Magistrate at Xishengunge. 
The men were rewarded by the Government with presents to Uie 
amount of seventy rupees Two Ni/amut beauleahs appear to have 
been used on this occasion. 
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22. In September, 1857, the civil authorities were directed to pro- 
cure elephants from tlie zemindars and others in their seyeral districts 
for use m tlie military operations which were then about to be under- 
taken. Colonel Macgregor haying communicated with the Nawab 
iNazim on the subject, His Highness placed twenty-five of his elephants 
at the disposal of Gt)vemment, intimating at the same time that 
he could not consent to take compensation should any of the animals 
die in the public service as oflTered by Government, and tliat besides 
elephants, he would be happy to offer any other aid that it was in his 
power to give, if required 

23. The Lieutenant-Governor's thanks were conveyed to His High- 
ness on this occasion. 

24. Two of the Nawab's relatives lent two elephants each. 

25. In October, 1857, Captain Chapman of the Bengal Yeomanry 
Cavalry, who had selected seventy horses at Berhampore for his corps 
out of those belonging to the dismounted men of the 11th Irregular 
Cavalry, required a guard from the Nizamut troops to protect the 
cattle on their way to Soorie, the Nawab Nazim readily complied with 
Colonel Macgregor's request for the guard, by ordering a party of one 
havildar, one naik, and twenty-four men. The guai5 behaved well, 
and pel formed their duty in a satisfactory manner, but suffered some 
pecuniary loss by an accident in crossing the Bhagurutty ; they were, 
therefore allowed a present of one hundred rupees. The acknowledg- 
ments of the Lieutenant-Gt)vemor were also conveyed to the Nawab 
Nazim for furnishing the guard 

26. Again in December, 1857, another detachment of the NawaVs 
troops, consisting of the adjutant (Mr. Ryan), one subadar, and forty 
Sepoys, was allowed, to escort a large number of the Gbvemment 
liorses of the 11th Irregulars, selected by Captain Pester of the 63rd 
N. I., to Raneegunge. These guards also satisfactorily performed 
their duty, and were rewarded with a sum of one hundbred and fifty 
rupees. 

27. During the same month His Highness also assisted the progress 
to Berhampore of the party of twenty sailors, under Captain Smart, 
sent to that station, by lending his elephants and servants to bring 
them up. 

28. For the assistance rendered on the last two occasions, the 
Lieutenant-Governor's acknowledgments were again conveyed to the 
Nawab Nazim through Mr. A. Pigou. 

29. The Nawab Nazim readily lent his house at Allipore for the 
accommodation of refugees from the North-west«m Provinces, and it 
was largely taken advantage of. 

(Signed) J. F. Halliday. 



Extract from a Letter from the Goyebnob- General op 
India to His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Benoal, 

My Friend, 
In consequence of your numerous and valuable services rendered to 
tlie British Government during the Santhal rebellion in 1855, and at 
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the more serious crisis which foUoweil, tlie miitinjr of the Bengal amiT 
Hnnv in 1857, serviced whicli are well known to all, and for wliidi 
Your llii^lincM ha^ from time to time reeeiTcd the thanks of tb« 
Government, as well ud rec<.>^nition8 of a more public ^nd perm€i meat 
kind, 1 consulted tlie lionourahlo tlio Lieutenant -Goremor of Benol 
as to whut b]>e<Miil murk of tlie fa%'our of the GoTemmeut it would be 
ex]it>(liont to e<»nfcr on Your lli^^hncM, so that it might be manifcvt to 
nil men that Vuiir JUifhnesn loifnl «errice« andjaitkfui attachtmeiU to 
the Jii'ithk Otfrerumfnt are duly appreciated, and that the Oorermment 
fjr not uinnhulful of the tfood oJfuHs rendered by Your Uighneu in • 
tteaxon of trouhl*'. 

The Lioutenunt-Oovemor <)f Ben^^ has laid before me in a minute 
a complete rtn-ord of all that Your lli^hness and Y'our Highness'* 
MTvt^nts did on tlicce two oiH.'iu*ions ; and this minute, recorded in the 
arcliivcs of the Govennnent, will ser^c as 2l perpetwal rememhramee 
of Your ]Ii){hncH(t*s m'tivc and /iMiK>U!t support, and o€ the Jirmjriemd' 
ship irhtrh eiUfjt fjehtteen Vottr Jlit/hnevJt and the Briiisk O^orermmeiU. 

My friend, I have read this record of Your Highme9M*» friendtg acts 
with the most lir«lif satiitfavtiott ; and, entirely agreeing in the riews 
expn'frscd I)y the Lieutenant-Governor, I have directed that Your 
Ui^hiu'.-«M sliall hentrcforth alwnvs rt*cei%'e a salute of nineteen guns, 
and tliat certain rult»s which are now in force aa regards Your Higb- 
nesj»'s ntTCutions sliall Xvo wholly nmioved. 

By thci^e and otiicr tokens of favoiur which Your Highness has 
received in considenitiun of your lojfal ttervictt^ Y<mr I£igkme*9 mill he 
satisfied of the hi/fh estimation in tchich those services are held, amd of 
mjt sincere desire to mark mif appreciation of them. 

I liuve only to add, in eoneIu«ion. tliat, on the recommendation of 
the Ap:ent and of the Lieutenant-Governor, I have had the pleasure of 
conferring upon Your llighness's Dewan, Raie Prosunno Nari&n Deb 
Bahadoor, in rccoj^nition of tlie ahility and zeal with which, under 
Your nii;hni'8s*M dirc<'tion, he ct>-openittHl with the British authorities 
to rc>'«ton^ and maintain tran([uillity on both the occasions above 
n»ffrn'd to. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Oamnino. 

From A. T. Maclkan, Ebq., Officiating Magistrate of 
iMitovsheththail to the Agvnt to the Goverfior- General ^ Moor- 
sheddbad. 

Berhami>ore, 11th September, 1862. 
Sir. 
I have the honour to re<pici*t the favour of procuring tlie infer- 
nnition nNjuircd in the annexed dcRcrintive and valuation roll of 
elephants lent to Govennnent hy His Iiighness the Nawab Nacim 
during the Mutiny, if there he any which have not been returned to 
him or paid for. 

1 have, &c. 
(SigniMl) A. T. Maclean, 

OnU-iat ing Magist rate. 
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Memo. No. 87. 



Forwarded to His Highness the Nawab Nazim for the neceesarj in* 
formation required by the Collector. 

(Signed) W A. A. Thomson, Major. 

Agent Gt)Temor-General. 
Berhampore, 15th September, 1862. 



From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Benyal, Behar and 
Orissay to Major W. A. A. Thomson, Jjent to the Gover- 
nor^General at Moorshedahad. 

My Friend, 
With reference to your Memo., No. 87, of the 15th September last, 
which is subjoined to the letter, No. 746 from the Officiating Magis- 
trate of Moorshedahad to your address, us also to your letter, No. 99, 
of the 5th instant, in which you require me to fill up a Form showing 
the names, height and prices of the elephants, which I had placed tA, 
the disposal of Oovemment during the Mutiny, and whicn, whilst 
employed in this service have died, I beg to stat^, I consider it the 
duty of every loyal subject to assist the Government to maintain good 
order and the public peace, and as in my case, in rendering aid to the 
StAte in the Santhal war, and again during the Mutiny, I was only 
fidfilling the conditions of the Treaties entered into by my ancestors, I 
must decline to receive any pecuniary return for such services I hsre 
rendered to the British Government towards the protection and pre- 
servation of the dominions of Her Majesty in India. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ullbs. 

The Palace, Moorsliedabad, the 7th November, 1862. 



For the services rendered by him His Highness has re- 
ceived no consideration but the thanks of tlie GovorDment 
of India, while the descendants of rebels and of those 
who opposed the establishment of British Power in the 
East have been liberally dealt with, and even one of His 
Highness's servants (a creature of the Government of 
India) was honored by having the distinguished title of 
Eajah conferred upon him. 

But apart from all political considerations under which 
the British Government has bound itself to India, there 
must in a commercial point of view be something 

p 
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radically wrong in the system under which India has 
been goTemed, when sacred bonds and agreements hare 
been unscrupulously set aside, and Native Princes, who 
have abided by their engagements, and magnanimously 
refused to accept pecuniary compensation for losses 
which they have unavoidably sustained in their duty to 
the Government, have been neglected, and all their 
petitions to the Gk>vernment of India for redress have 
been either entirely disregarded or the claims set forth 
therein ignored without a fair and equitable inquiry. 
Surely all men should have justice done to them whether 
they are princes, or merchants, Asiatics, or Europeans ; and 
as it is for justice only that His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim now appeals to the British nation, all distinctions 
of nationality or caste prejudice should be pnt aside, 
and after fall inquiry all demands that are legitimately 
claimable from the Indian Government ought to be paid 
to the Nawab and his successors for ever. The British 
Government should, we think, be ever ready to listen to 
such appeals for justice, lest, by turning a deaf ear to en- 
treaty and the just claims of Native Princes in India, a 
spirit of disafifection may again arise, and bring about a re- 
currence of those fearful events which in 1857 exposed 
the lives of so many of our countrymen, and nearly des- 
troyed the British Empire in the East. 

But since His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
has proved by his acts his loyal adherence to the British 
Crown, he therefore deserves especial justice at the hands 
of the British Government, and it is to the consideration 
of his claims, as drawn up in 1858 by an officer of the 
Jndian Government, the Agent Governor-General, and 
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afterwards reported upon by him for the information of 
the Government, that we would now direct attention. 

When Colonel Mackenzie took charge of the Agency at Moorshe- 
dubad, he found, among other papers, a Memorial which the Nawab 
Nazim had sent to Government regarding his claims and riglita : and 
nn if was supported hy a mass of treaties, agn^ements, and letters 
from Government, it naturally excited interest. The -Agent, therefore, 
entered fully into the spirit of the Memorial, and, having examined 
all tlie papers attached thereto, and found tlicm correct, he felt it to 
he his duty, as Agent Govenior-General, to represent the matter to 
the Oovenmicnt, in justice to the Nawab Nazim. He aoco!*dingly 
printed the whole subject ; but before giving it publicity he sc'iit a 
rougli copy to Mr. Edmonstone (then FortMgn Secretary to Govern- 
ment), requesting him to lay it before the Governor General, in order 
to have the whole matter thoroughly sifted. This was done by Mr. 
Kdmonstone, who afterwards wrote to the Agent, and stated, — 

The narrative is extremely iweful, and should awaken the attention 
of Government to the position of the Nawab and the state of rela- 
tions with him. The whole subject has been more than once under 
the consideration of the Governor-General, and has also been dis- 
*' cussed with me as often ; but no final decision has been recorded, 
^' although I believe the Governor- General has made up his mind on 
*' the matter. I am not, of course, at liberty to inform you of the 
*' opinion the Governor- General appears to me to have formed, but I 
*' may say confidentially that it is not unfavourable. I wish you well 
*' in your endeavours to right His Highness, and have little doubt that 
*' vou will succeed in some measure." 



Nan-afire of Nizam UT Affairs j Compiled by Colon l 
Colin Mackenzie, Actin{j Agent tQ the Governor-General 
at Moorshedabad in 1858-9, referred to by Mr. Edmonstone, 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India in the above 
quotation. 

1. When after the tragedy of the Black Hole in Calcutta, it was 
found impossible to place any reliance on the Nazim of Bengal, 
Scrajud Dowlah, Clive entered mto a treaty with Jaffier Ali Khan, the 
Btikshi of the Army, in consequence of whic'i the latt-er drew off a 
considerable portion of Serajud Dowlah's troops during the battle of 
Plassy, and the Company's Government in return acknowledged him 
as Subah of Bengal, behar, and Orissa. (The Great Mogul confirmed 
Meer Jaffier as the legitimate Nawab.) 

2. It was always the practice of Native Princes to have a Dewan, 
or Minister who managed all their affairs. In 1765 the Epiperor 
Shah AUum oonfeiTed the Dewani, ie.^ the Civil Government of these 
Provinces on the East India Company on certain conditions, one of 
which wan " that there shall be a sutficient allowance out of the said 
revenues for support ing the expense of the Nizamut ;" and the Nawab 
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Nazim DowUh (ton of Jaffier AU^ agreed to accept tlie aum of 
seventeen and half lacs of Sicca Rnpees for his own expense, and a 
further sum of thirtj-six lacs for the maintenance of such Troraa^ 
fiurkundauzcs, &c., us may bo thought necessary. Xlie £aat Inaia 
Compauj thus became llis Uighness's Agent« or Manaffera. 

3. The Nawab Syefu Dowlah, brother of Nazim-ul-bowlah, oo his 
accession in 1766, concluded a treaty with the GK>vemor and Coundl, 
ratifying former engagements. The 2nd Article says, *' I, haTxng aa 
entire confidence in them, i.e. (the English East India Company), 
" that nothing whatcTor be proposed or carried into execution bj tliem 
" derogating from my honour, dignitity inter^tt^ and the good of my 
** country, agree that the protecting of Bengal, Behar, and OriMa, 
" be entirely left to their good manngement in consideration of their 
** paying to mo the sum of seventeen lacs,** kjc. The remaining anm 
for the Nawab's Sawarie was diminished to twenty-four laos. 

4. In 1770 a minor son of Jaffier Ali, named Mobaruk-ul-Dowlah, 
succeeded lus brethren, whose mother, Mani Begum, 



the head of the house and managed all the afiainof her ywnwg 
stepson. She was styled the " Mother of the East India Compai^?^ 
A treat? was mode with the young Nawab to the same efl»ct 
before, but diminishing his personal stipend to fifteen and half laca, 
and sixteen lacs for his Sawari. 

5. The next year, however, the Court of Directors sarcastically 
reproached their Governor (Mr. Cartier) with not haying takea 
advantage of the nonage of the new Subadar to reduce his stipend to 
sixteen lacs " while a minor^** and this was done in defiance of the 
above trenty, and although on His Highness coming of age he 
repeatedly apphed for the fulfilment of the treaty of 1770, he never 
obtained any addition to his reduced stipend, although the Court had 
expressly stated this reduction should take place during hi* motut^. 
The late Nazim Humayun Jah, in a letter to Lord WilHam Bentin^ 
described this transa^'tion in the following dignified manner : — '* In 
1770 the Government of India had entenra into a treaty with the 
minor Nazim Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah, and about two years after, Mr. 
Cartier, their Governor, had the unpleasant task of informing the 
Nazim that the Court of Directors were of opinion that a sum some> 
thing under sixteen lacs was quite sufficient for the Nawab Nazim 
diuring his nonage, his income was curtailed accordingly. I forbear 
ofl'eripg any observation on this transaction. Your Lordship's own 
mind will suggest what must have been felt^ and what might have 
been said. The Mani Begum remonstrated as strontzly as she could, 
and Mr. Hastings (then Governor-General) promi»ea that on the 
Nazim's coming of age, his situation should be taken into considera- 
tion ;" but the promise mode by him, and virtually contained in the 
order of the C^urt of Directors, which referred to the youth of the 
Nazim, as the sole ground of reduction, has been unredeemed. In 
1786, 21st July, the Court desired that relief might be afibrded to the 
Nawab either by better management of his stipend, or even bj an 
immediate augmentation of it. 

6. In consequence. Lord Comwallis (3rd September, 1790)propoeed 
various economical arrangements with a view of liquidating BUs MigV 
ness's debts, and proposed that the Nazim should lay by two lacs per 
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snniim for thU purpose, and to provide for his inoreasiog family. 
But at that time the Nawab's establishment cost about twelve laoi, 
nearly four lacs more being devoted to the pensions of Mani Begum 
and other relations and dependants, that His Highness was never able 
to lay by anything. The G-ovemor* General declared the stipends of 
the relations of the Nawab hereditary after having '* inquired of the 
Nawab Nazim the names of those he wishes to dismiss from the 
Establishment ;" but the pennons of dependants were to be "at the 
option of the Prince to withdraw, and on their demise it shall rest with 
t.ie Nawab to continue them in toto^ or in part to their heirs, and of 
such pensions as by his own determination shall be resumed one-half 
to the payment of his debts." The Governor- General lays down the 
principle that the disposal of stipends should not "ti» any wise he at 
the pleasure of Government further than to prevent partiality." He 
adJs, — " I propose that there shall be no other check over the Nawab 
in the disposal of the sums left to him (which included the stipends of 
his relations and dependants) than shall prevent the misconduct of 
his servants, and this I think sufficient by the interference of the 
Governor- Gen oral in case of complaint." This was the first time the 
Government interfered with the disposal of His Highness's income of 
sixteen lacs. 

7. In 1802 a Committee appointed by Lord Wellesley to act in 
concert with His Highness the Nawab and Mani Begum, to revise the 
whole system of the Nizamut, had recommended that on Her High- 
ness Mani Begum's decease, her stipend of 1,44,000 sicca rupees 
per annum should be appropriated for the payment of the Nawab 
Nazim's debts, and for building expenses, marriage portions, and 
other purposes for which the Government had hitherto made ad- 
vances. 

In 1813 the Mani Begum died, and in 1816 Mr. Edmonstone drew 
up a Memorandum, showing the want of due superintendence over 
Nizamut affairs, the impossibility of the Judge affording this superin- 
tendence, and recommending the appointment of an officer of high 
rank and peculiar qualifications " for this purpose." " The salary of 
this officer should be high, not less than 36,000 rupees per annum, 
exclusive of a sum for house-rent and Establishment. It should be in 
point of salary above the office of Magistrate of a City or Zillah. 
especially at a station so expensive as Moorshedabad, where he would 
be obliged to maintain a certain appearance, and this, in order to 
avoid frequeut changes in the agent, which would be a great public 
inconvenience. In a situation where illicit advantages would be so 
abundantly held forth, and might be so securely enjoyed, a liberal 
salary should on general principles be assigned.' Mr. Edmonstone 
recommended this arrangement, on the ground that it would impose 
no financial burden on the Company, and would accomplish an 
effectual reform in the Nizamut. The amount of stipends which has 
lapsed was upwards of five lacs, chiefly arising from the arrears of 
Mani Begum's stipend since her death. To this it was proposed to 
add two lacs, said to be due by the Nazim to the Govemmentt and 
to be paid out of Mani Begum's personal property. Mr. Edmonstone 
remarks that " the question is not whether the Company is bound' 
permanently to apply the sum of sixteen lacs to the support of the 
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Nizainut, on which i>oint forcible Arguiiients might be advanced mi 
both nidos " (although the treaty with Mobaruck-ul-I>ow]a)i and bU 
pred(«oe!4i«ora would np]x^r to Mettle this point in fav;>ur of liia Hign* 
new'ti succetisor!* for ever), " but the actual question was, whether 
InpHcii Bti|>ctul# hliouUl W applied to an arrangement, tke exeimtit^ 
object of wliicli is the pronperittf and ike pemnimrjf bemefli of the 
NiKaniut. The in >dc of (*uch applii*stion liaa alwaja beon determine.! 
by Govcmnicnt." Jhin minute wan spprored by tiie .GoTcmor- 
Goncral in Council. Mr. Monckton wan deputed to aak Hia H^h- 
ncM's consent, wliich was given, and the propoaed auin of aeren lacs 
was in\<'Htcd. It wan ctipiilated that ** the adTantage arising from 
ike discount on ]>n|>er will belong to the Nizamut, and is to 9e 
accounted for to His Jlii/htiess the Xawab" (GoTemor-Ueneral in 
Council). 

The Nawnh nH]ur«tcd *^ an aMurance from the Qovcmor- O e n er a l 
that tMoc fundi* ^liouhl Ik> considerctl qa appertaining to the Nisamut, 
and not liable under rmtf chantfe of circHnutances to be diverted to 
puqwses foreign to the interc>t of the house of Jaffier Ali Khan.** 
Tlio Cfovcrnor- General asHuriHl His Ilig'mess that thia fund i», and 
will ho c<»n>iilcrc(l as the inalienable property of Hi* Migkmr^s'M 
famili/ over and al)ovc the sixteen la<»:< of nnHH.»8 a^Higncd for it^ 
aup|>ort. Ke^anling tlic right of the Nawab Nazim to 16,OU,000 per 
annum, and aU> to the money thus invested, there can be therefore no 
quest i<»n. 

In 1S23, the Governor-General ple<lged himself in a letter to the 
Nawab Nazim to a Jtcrnpuloujt adherence to tubtiaiing engagememU^ 
and to the obligationt* of public fait 1i and honour. This aasurance was 
rep<.»ated rt-rhatim by Ix)rd Auckland. 

H. In 1K2^5, the arrears of Mani Begum's stipend from 1816 to 
18223 amounted to seven and a half hu*n in the Collector's Trsaaury. 
The ( tovenior-General in Council doj*ired that "six laoa may be 
invi«<tcd to the bi*t<t advantage, and the paper held is depojtii im the 
tame manner as that provideti for the payment of the Agency." 
Thiit num formed Mani Begum's I>e]>osit Fund. It was invested 
**for the benefit of the Ni/amut, and in elearly on the same terms aa 
the AgentV Dejwsit Fund, the inalienable property of His Highnea»*a 
family.*" It was intend(>d ]irincipally, " in the first instance, to build a 
palace for His Highnc^s, to which the Government considered itself 
pletlged.' 

9. At this time, those who had received the largest stipends, such 
as Mani Begum and Bubbee Begum, being deceased, the annual 
amount of lapsed stipends amounted to nearly three lakhs of rupees. 
Other aUownncc** harl been granted by the Nazim and sanctioned by 
the Supreme Government : but after deducting these there remained 
upwards of tiro lakhs per annum^ and the Gkivemor- General in 
Council proposed to the Xazim that "on condition of Government 
vnihdratring from alt interference in auditing his accounts. His High- 
ness should consent to allow this sum of two lakhs per aisisaia to 
accumulate in the Collector's Treasury instead of beii.g spent in his 
own." '*The Governor- General pledged himself that the British 
Government will, in that case, undertake the payment in future from 
♦hat fund of nil rhor/jrsfor new hvildinfjx or other expenses legiti- 
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mately claimable from it." Some " of these are previously specified ; a 
lakh was grant^^d for renewing anj part of His Hiehness's establish- 
ment, which may be defective," portioning the daughters of the 
family was named, and the object of the fund is stated to be ** to place 
in the hands of Government a means for relieving any exigeneteM in 
which the family might be involved." The Deposit Fund formed from 
lapsed stipends was styled " a Sacred Inheritance of the Nizamut" 

The Q-ovemmeut proved they did not wish to increase the Deposit 
Fund above two lakhs by ordering that the one lakh remaining of the 
accumulated stipends, should be made over " to His Highness to meet 
** the stipends of the daughters of His late Highness," &c , with full 
liberty to appropriate any " excess to purposes connected with the 
" splendour and credit of his exalted station.*' — " It is by no means 
" the desire of Government to increase indefinitely the appropriations 
** for the benefit of the Deposit Fund to two lakhs of rupees, i.e., one- 
** eighth of the entire Nizamut stipends, and the Gk^vemor-Qeneral in 
** Council would not toish to make it larger, at the same time it would 
" not be advisable to reduce the Fund below one lakh and a half, or to 
** trench on tlie amount of Mani Begum's stipend, which has for so 
" long a time been set apart for the purpose." It is evident that 
Mani Begum's stipend was part of the annual two lakhs. *' The 
•* British Government will relinquish all desire to increase thefund^ 
** pledging it\elf on the lapse of any future stipend to consider the sug^ 
*' gestions of His Highness as to its allotment, and, except under 
" special circumstances, to assign the whole for the benefit of the family 
" and its dependent*." 

His Highnesses patronage and influence amongst the members of 
the Nizamut will be strengthened by the knowledge that his recom- 
mendations on behalf of individuals will he sure of due attention The 
interest was to be re-invested. The Court of Directors sanctioned the 
arrangements made. They pronounce the Deposit Fund '* the property 
" of the Nizamut generally" and add, " the knowledge that you dii» 
** not contemplate any further increase of the Deposit Fund, and your 
*' resolutions for applying it will probably obviate any reeurrenoe of 
that distrust which appears to have existed in the minds of successive 
Nazims on the subject of your intentions with respect to that fund " 

Thus from the arrears of Mani Begum's stipend three distinct funds 
have been formed — the first styled Agency Deposit Tund, set apart in 
1816 for the payment of the Governor-General's Agent and hb estab- 
lislmient ; the second called Mani Begwn*s or the Nizamut Deposit 
the Lapsed Stipend or Nizamut Pension Fund, which was to consist 
of the arrears of Mani Begum's stipend and others, which might lapse 
up to the extent of two lakhs per annum and no more, was intended for 
** the benefit of the Nizamut generally, including the Nizamut per- 
sonallv." 

10. But the accumulation of lapsed stipends, which ought to have 
taken place in the Nawab's Treasury to complete the annual sum of 
two lakhs, was by no means regular. Mr. Sterling, in a note placed on 
record in 1833, recommends ** that all demands on this account should 
be relinquished, and that the whole of the Nizamut stipends should be 
mode over to tlie Nawab, with the exception of one pension of 60,000 
rupees, and Maui Begum's stipend, thus limiting the aceumulations of 
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the fund to Mani Begiiin'« stipend of Sa. lU. 1,44,000 * j«ar. He 
adds — " I imagine the latter amount Sa. Ba. 1,44,000 is sdequmte to Uie 
*' legitimate purposes of the fund, riz., buildings and the oocasioiuil 
" relief and bi*nolit of the different members of the familj, including 
** His Hiphne«9 himself, and / do not Jteetkat tre kare amtf right to keep 
" back from the Nazim a larger portion of the sixteen Jakha assigned 
•* bv Treaty tlmn sufllccs for the above objects." That the sum pro- 
po«ed wiiH, ns Mr. Sterling considerod it, ample, is proved bj the 
difficulty that lian since been felt in disposing of the Deposit Fund. 

11 At this ])eriod the XazimV income was insufficient. His 
establishment co< nearly fourteen lakhs annually. Even during the 
long minority of Ilumayun Jah, when the (}oTemor-Qeneral« as repre- 
sented by his Agent, was giinrJian and managed everything, '* the sum 
considered applieiible to the Nazim's own household was quite in- 
suflicicnt to maintain it on the scale fixed by the Committee (in 1802) 
and ci^nsidercd projwr by the Government** (X. N. to G. G. let 
December IKH). The accounts were so confused that no one could 
understand tlicni ; and in spite of the pledge that ** the Goremment 
would withdraw from all interference in auditing His Highnesses 
accounts.'* nn.l although the Govemor-General considered that it 
might perlia))s be sufficient to secure the due payment of stipends, 
that the agent should be reidy to receive eomplaiiUM*** yet the inter- 
ference had bctm so conntant and so hiinute that it bad deprived the 
Nazim of all ]>ower over his own aflfairs. His Highness had consented 
to the formation of the Deposit Fund, but so far from " the remainder 
of the sixteen lakhs being delivered to him to be disbursed aecordimgio 
kit pleasure" in the time of flumavun Jah, the Nawab Nazim had no 
control over his own servants ! l^e could not dismiss a man on tlirse 
rupees a month, or even dis]K>se of a few loose discoloured pearls and 
precious stoneo, without the sanction of Government. Captain 
Thoresby says, ** according to the ct>m plicated undeflnable forms now 
in fort^e, the exertion of an efficient control on the part of the Nazim 
would be nerf to impox^ihle."' 

Durinjj; the minority of Nnwab Nazim Humayun Jah, although the 
expenditure was under the Agent Governor- General's special manage- 
ment, a very large debt had been incurred. No accurate accounts had 
been kept, and no eflfectual supen'iiiion exercised. On the eround that 
this debt was incurred under the guardianship of the Agent to the 
Governor-General, it was paid out of the surplus of the Deposit Fund 
(Court of Directors, No. 40, 10th February, 1836). This proves that 
no amount of interfercn(>e (for at this time accounts of every item were 
required from His Highness) was found effectual to introduce order. 

12. Captain Tlioresby, therefore, proposed that the Agent to the 
Govemor-General should pay all the stipends, and that His Highness 
should receive the remainder of the sixteen lakhs for his personal 
•zpendituro, without the obligation of giving any account thereof. A 
new arrangement was, therefore, entered into between the Nawab 
Nazim and the Govemor-General in Council to the following effect : — 
Ist. Customary perquisites under the name of Mamulats Zamostami, 
&c., given by His Highness should be oonunuted to cash payments, 
•nd on the decease of the recipients, " If there are no heirs entitled to 
•ucoted \o it, the reversion shall be to the yiznmvf Trensurif, i.e., to 
Vhe Nawfth NH/im. 
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5. Also tliat pensions which have been, or may hereafter be, assigned 
to servants and dependants shall revert to the Nizamut Treasury as 
casualtiei) occur, and be at the entire dvtposaf of Hie Highneet'. 
stipends were to be kept separate from the sum devoted to His High- 
nc8s'» personal expenses, and the Treasurer was to be answerable to the 
Agent as well as to the Nuwab Nazim for the correctness of his issues 
nud the existence of the balance." The Nawab Nazira was to have 
full liberty to modify his estabtishnient at his pleasure, and *' with 
regard to entertaining or discharging his servunts he is at liberty to 
act as lie pleases, without any interference whatever " His Higlinesn 
formally consented (17th February, 1831), and it was settled and ex- 
plained that " altliough IIis Highness was tlius relieved from all 
responsibility connected with the stipends, every facility should be 
given for hi-* making himself acquainted with the minutest details^ and 
his wishes refjarding grants from the Deposit Fuud trould besignijied 
to the Agtnt^ a)td attended to as heretofore.'* Sir Charles Metcalfe, in 
giving his formal consent to this agreement, informs the Nawab Nazim 
that " Agent Governor- General has been directed to consider it as the 
rule under which Nizamut affairs are hereafter to be administered.** 

13. His Highness, actuated by fear that his income might be inde- 
finitely encroached upon, and in the deepest distress and anxiety *' re- 
garding the position and income which woiUd be left to his son," 
addressed Lord William Bcntinck, then Governor- General, in a private 
letter, requesting " that the income ser apart for his own use should 
be secured to him and to tlie Nrtzims for ever, the younger sons of the 
family faUing back into the rank of Akrobis, and being provided for as 
usual out of the Deposit Fund " 

ITie Agent writes, " I think he apprehends that if he reduces his 
expenses a smaller income than he now receives will, after a year or 
two, be considered sufficient for him." To this Lord WiUiam Bentinck, 
rephed by proposing to " confirm to the Nazim and his successors the 
sum now actually received, provided the remainder of the Nizamut 
Fund shall ever hereafter be at the absolute disposal of the British 
Government, subject only to the condition of providing for existing 
collateral branches of the Nizamut Family, and completing the 
Palace." The Nazim naturally objected to these hard and novel terms, 
and never answered the Governor-General's letter. The reason of this 
silence was inquired, but although His Highness expressed his wish 
that Captain Thoresby's plan for paying his relations, through t)ie 
Agent's Office should be carried out, he could not be persuaded to en- 
tertain the Governor- GeneraFs proposition, and when pressed for an 
answer expressly declined it. In a private letter to the Agent. His 
Highness remarked " this is a strange arrangement and an odd way of 
fultilling promises, 24th November, 1835. 

The Mamulats, or perquisites given by His Highness to his relations, 
were' worth about 1.20,000, and these bring paid together with the 
stipends by the Agent, only about five and a half lakhs were lef^ at 
His Highness's disposal. On discovering how small the Nazim's 
income would be. Sir Charles Metcalf reiterated Lord William 
Bentinck's proposal for fixing the Na/im's income, offering in cai>e of 
his consenting, to pay the mamulats out of the Deposit Fund. But 
His Highness's mind was made up not to enter into any agreement of 
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the nature proposed, llu HighnoM not only rejected this iw\> p ua i tion 
in wonU, but liis payment of the mamulats Iiims^f undenimbly prorei 
that ho did so, and yt't this rejected propoMU hae eeTermi times been 
icnorantly spoken of as a valid agreement. Had he wished to do so, 
iiiA lIiglinoBs had no rtglit to enter into such an ag r ee m ent, for the 
Aixenrv Depo.^it Fun:! hml been declared "the inalienable propertr of 
II it* II i{;;hni*si!**H fumilv." Muni Begum's Deposit Fund wms held in 
deposit 1/1 Mr same manner for ike benefit of the Nizam ut, the lapsed 
Pti)M'nd Fund wa» proiiouiiced bv the (iovemor-Qeneral in Council a 
" sacred ihheritance of the yizamvt.'* and the Ck>urt of Dirert<H« 
acknowledged I'u* whole Deposit Fund ns ** the jjropertjr of the 
Ni/^nnut t^Mlemllv, and not puhhc nionc}.'* The ^awab Nazim had 
t 'lereftjre no power t'» make over this fund to GoTemment) as it was of 
t!u' iiHtun* of an cut lileil e^tate. in which ho himself had onlj a life 
intere^t. Captain Jlioresbv's agreement is, therefore, the last entered 
into. 

It. Tlie AfjreenuMit of lS3t was si'arcely concluded when both it 
ami that of 1S2S were violateil. Oovemn^ent directed that 62,610 
rMpsM liij>'«ed stipen.U, nliouhl he athled to Maui Beguni*s stipend to 
make up the two UikiiH a-vi»ar payable to the Deposit Fund bj the 
Mgrei'uuMit di' ls2!i, hut in opposition to the repeateii pledges then 
given tluit *' no more" than two lakhs should be the ybwfM/(i//o» of 
another Dt-posit Finid^ trhick will receive eontinual acceeeioiu fit>m 
t!u' (Unvasc of the iliH'erent titi)>endiarie8. It has just been agreed that 
all pension-^ of (U'l^'ivleuts were to revert to His Highness and be at 
his 8ole disposal. The iHMv«i<>ivs of relations had been hereditarj since 
17tM>, and when lapsed were to l)o A:»signed for the benefit of the 
family and according to His IlighmWs snggei^tions, 1823. 

The Kritish (iovcnunent in lK2i< r&linquijthett all desire to increase 
the fund. This teas an express and formal agreement pyitk Sis Sufk- 
ness^ who lumourably fultilled his )>art of it, hut Sir Charles Metcalfe 
in 183(1, tri/houl anif a'/reement with the Nazim, aflirms that ''the 
De|)0!*it Fund triP increase ever if if ear bj^ the savings arising from all 
lap!*ed Hti|>eii(ls aecumiiluting in the C'oUeetor's Treasury." 

15. His Ili;r)nics.o in the new ]>lun for pnyiug stipends through the 
Agent heini; carried out. expresstnl a very btrong wish that he should 
ctmtinue to give receii)ts for the whole amount of the stipend of six- 
teen lakli!*. He i<e(nns to appreheml that the right of the family to 
the whole amount may be riMuleretl less secure by his granting receipts 
for a part only. This wafi approved, and His Highness continues to 
grant rc<*eipts for tlie whole sum to the present day. 

1<3. In ls37, t!u' interest on the ])epo>it Fund being (upwards of 
three lakhs, one l^ikh of which was I'lcatly due to His Highness) much 
larger than was rcipiire<l for t>rdinary puqwses, the permanent chaive 
being only 72,(MH.> rupees, the Agent to Governor-General desired 
" tiiat part should be employed in nnniieipul improvements, roads, 
tanks, Ac., wliich would tenil to the wmifort, convenience and credit 
of t)»e Ni/nmut." There was also a surplus of above three lakhs in 
the collector's hands whicli was applied towanls the palace, Immam- 
banih, iind minority. Lord Auckland! sanctiom*d the union of the 
thn'c Deposit Funds under the title of Nizanuit De]>osit Fund, but di*- 
clined to make any rules for "appropriating the surplus income as it • 
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may bo lapsed ; that, without any formal appropriation of the surplus, 
His Hiffhne^a the Nawah Nazim will be induced to accede to antf rea- 
ton able proj)osiiioiM for its disposal : such as building or repair of 
houses belonging to tho Nizamut family, marriage portions, or muni* 
eipal improvements;" thus clearlv recognizing "the Nazim's riglit 
over the Deposit Fund." It is spoken of by the Agent as " not the 
projKTty of Government." this being then an acknowledged fact. The 
Court of I)irectoi"8, in 1840, required a mere liberal application of the 
Deposit Fund to the relief of individunl.s than at present pra^-tised : for 
cxani])le in relieving tlie distress caused by inundation *' The DeiH)8it 
Fund is not (as stated by the Dei)uty-Uovernor) public mone^y but a 
pari of I lie assi(jnment bt/ trealt/ of the family, ol which part is allowed 
to accumulate for its general benefit." Not only should grants in 
favour of the dependents be more more freely made^ but a revision of 
tlie general allowances of tlie family shoidd take place, with a view of 
increasing tlu^ provision of those \%ho8e stipends are inadequate to their 
rank or to the claims on them, or whose conduct entitles them to a 
mark of approbation from Government. Thus administered, tho 
F'und miglit be ma<Ie an instrument of moral disciphne, for which 
no other obvious expedient present* itself. Tlie Court thus distmctly 
reproves the Deputy -Governor. 

For at least four years after the conclusion of the now arrangement 
in IHSi-, 183S, and 1839, the amount deducted from the Nawab Nazim 
(upwards of 8 lakhs) was fully spent on stipends, fresh ones having 
been grant<Kl, as was customary, to the family of Humayun Jah on 
that prince's decease. But during the minority of His present High- 
ness stipends began to lapse, and were absorbed for the first time into 
the Deposit Fund, contrary to all previous agreements. 

After his majority His Highness remonstrated vehemently against 
the infringement of his riglits. especially on the death of grand aunt, 
Bahu Begum, when he claimed her stipend of Rs 2,000, and her 
mamulat of Rs. 1,900, as property reverting to himself, both as Nawab 
Nazim and as her sole heir. 

His Highness entered fuUy into the question of his riglits in 1837 ; 
and considering that His Highness, after the regular necessary dis- 
bursements of his estabhshment have been defrayed, has only Co.'s 
Rs. 1.400 a month at his disposal for all usuaf expenses, religious 
festivals, clotlies, &e., it is not to be wondered at that, as the Agent 
to Govemor-Generol nalively complains, he should always revert to 
the subject of the lapsed stipends, '• neither should it be forgotten that 
the government of the country was confided to the British, on the 
faith that tho Nizamut of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa should be suitably 
maintained. 

17. But under Lord Dalhousie^s administration matters wore en- 
tirely reversed. He wa« the first who affirmed that the Deposit Fund 
was at the entire disposal of Government, and that tho Nawab Nazim 
had no claim to or any control over it. "In consequence lapsed 
stipends began to be spoken of as reverting to Ghvemment.'* 

In 1854 the Agent of the Governor-General brought to His Lord- 
ship's notice that the sum of nearly 2i lakhs was lying undratnn 
in the Collector's Ti-easurr. and requested to know if this should 
not be invested so as to give His Highncss's family the benefit of the 
interest. 
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In former days inTe»tmcnt8 were ordered to be made io ike hewi mi- 
vantage. Even tlie iinuned iutcretst on the Depout Fuad was to be 
re-invettted ; even ** the diM*ount on these transactions belom^ed io 
ike yitamut and tras to be accounted for io Mi» J£ighme99** The 
A^iMit wuH (]ir(>i*te(l to ** incest all minority eaving» for the benefit of the 
minor." Ix)rd Dalhousic considered the Deposit fund uiinecessarilf 
large ; nnd, in»tcnd of fultillirig the obvious obligation of restoring aU 
but two laktiH per annum to the Nazim, he ordered that no tmore ofiht 
capital xhould he incest ed., but that it should hencreforward be con- 
sidered us a nn'rc hook-deftt hearing no interest. 

Since then grants from the Deposit Fund have been refui»ed for the 
Tcrv <)l>j<M'ts for whicli it was instituted, ex. gra. for saving the burial- 
Knmnds of His Ilighnes<**s fumily and other buddings belonging to the 
Nizamut from (U'structiun h\ the annual cneroaeluuenta of the rirer. 
Ihis is one t1:i)>:*imt ease. '1 here are other*. 

One fertile ^<>u^<v of these infrai'tions of solemn agreements appears 
t ) have been the fre(]uent ehiinge of Agents which took place just at 
t'le time of tlie lu>t urningements There were no leas than sii 
thungi"* in tlie Agent Govenior-GeneraN from July 1833 to April 18M. 
A new Agtnit ap]R>>irs oftvn to have misundorstiKxl or been ignorant of 
tlie rights of till' Nawab, and others unwittingly to bare misled the 
8iiprt>me Government into breaelies of fuith sueh as the aboTe. 

That this was involui.tiiry, and arising from ignorance, is manifest 
by Mr. Melville at one time recommending the resumption of nuunulats, 
and yet expressing himself as follows : — " One principal duty of the 
Agent under the instnuHions in foreo has always appeared to me to 
be to protect this Prim'^ from the per]K*tual tendency of subordinate 
authorities to eneroai'h upon such rights and ]>riTilege8 as it has been 
deemed just and ex)>odient to n»scn-e to this family." 

Hut a breoeh of fuith can never biH-ome a precedent or rule. Tltese 
must he sought in delihenitc stipulations and promises, and it is 
surely enough for a ju>t Government that on the accession of TTm 
present lligliiu's-, he was proclaimed under authority of the GK>Tem- 
ment of India to be Xa/.im and Soubadar of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa, and to have assiimiHl and to exercise the authorities, dignities, 
and privileges thenH)f, 12th l)ee<>mber, 1838, and that the late Oo< 
▼cmor-General s<ilemnly promised, on his arrival, to promote the in- 
terests and estah/ish the anthoriti/ of all the Native Princes by slriet 
observance of M\di enduring fulfilment of, compact and trealjf in iermt 
of existing conditions^ stipulations^ and articles, arranged and eon- 
ccrtt-d. 

On the 31st March, 1853, His Highness the Nawab Nazim Ferodon 
Jah. was out on a shooting excursion with a suite of about 2,000 per> 
sons During his ubst'nce, one llossuini missed a box belonging to hia 
master (one of His Highness's eunuchs, named Miah Ar|uni), and 
Maddi. a lad, was seized on suspicion, and being beoton, pointed out 
a beggar, named Hingoo, as his act»omplice. Both the prisoners re- 
peiitedly gave false infonnution as to where the missing property was, 
and each time the discoverj* of their dw*eit was followed by unmerciful 
beuting. They were beaten sevend tunes in or near the tents of the 
ellnuch^ (which wa?* about 60 yards from that of His HighncM with 
nn outer konntli or wnll of canvas iHtwecn), a native dix-tur wa* called 
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on to attend them, who gave them poultices, &c„ but ou the 5th and 
()th April, thej died, in the little tent of £twari, the father of Maddi, 
whicli was three or four yards beyond the tent of the meahs or 
eunuchs. 

On the 5th May, a petition was presented to the Sherishtah Dewani, 
or Dewan's OiBce of the Nizamut, purporting to be from the mother 
of Maddi, accusing Amau Ali Khan, His Highnesses chief eunuch, 
then acting Dewan, and several others, of the murder of her son. The 
Na?.ira issued immediate orders for an enquiry All the witnesses 
stated that the lad had died of cholera, in spite of the admini^tration 
of laudanum and calcined gold, which the doctor Zummaik candidly 
confesses did not do him much good. The doctor stated that ten or 
twelve other persons had died of cholera in the camp, and many more 
in the villages. The brother and mother of Maddi deposed that she 
had presented no petition to the Agent or any one else, and her seal 
was not on the one produtred. Etwari, the father of the lad, declared 
that he had seen him die of cholera. His Highness naturally believed 
this, especially as Aman Ali Khan had been with him. from childhood, 
and His Highness reposed " entire confidence in him." 

The accudcd persons were tried at Moorshedabad in September, 1853. 
On a careful perusal of the proceedings, the following conclusions can 
scarcely be avoided. 

1st. That although Maddi and Hingoo were most cruelly beaten, 
and it is in the highest degree probable that they died from the beating, 
there is no positive proof that they did so. 

2nd. There was apparently no concealment in the matter ; thoj 
were beaten openly. 

3rd. The only persons who accuse Aman Ali of having been con- 
cerned in beating these unfortunate men, are Hossaini, the approver, 
who had lost the box and (who had undoubtedly beaten them himself,) 
a leper, a temporary cook, and a discharged Burkundauz, who lived 
chiefly by begging, and an elephant-driver who had tied up the 
accused. These men all gave contradictory evidence. The Judges of 
the S udder Nizamut felt constrained " to discard the evidence of the 
first four witnesses in toto." The leper affirmed that he saw Aman 
Ali Khan, the first of His Highness's officers in rank and authority, 
cutting a bamboo with his otcn hands and then beating the prisoners 
with it ; a statement bearing the strongest marks of improbability on 
the very face of it ; his evidence was pronounced by the Sessions 
Judge not entitled to much credit, as the discrepancies in it are irre- 
coneileable. The discharged Burkundauz declared that Maddi and 
Hingoo were brought before His Highness who orderfsd their release, 
but that Aman Ali countermanded it, and threatened to blow them 
away from a gun ! His evidence to ubc the words of the Court ** teem- 
ed with improbabilities and gross contradictions." ' Three witnesses (in 
a much more respectable station in life) denied that Aman Ali Khan 
had beaten the two accused men, and testify that on hearing they 
had been beaten, he had at two diiTerent times sent orders that thej^ 
should be released. George Shapcott (His Highnesses coachman, 
whose evidence was universally acknowledged as trustworthy) testified 
that when Maddi at Naugeriah accused a thinl person named Janghi, 
the latter was seized, and would have been beaten by the camel -driver, 
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n'lio hud moni criiellv beaton Maddi, when Shai>cott intarfenMi n 
by t!u> U40 of Amim Ali K1iun*d name oflbctuallT starred tho meditate 

illjllHtUH.*. 

1th AiiiAii Ali ]iAd no iiK^tive for taking up the matter with so 
▼iolouiv. The 1>()X was not his, and was apparentlr of little Tmloi 
At t!io .xnnie time he hud, n* t!io favourite of tne Xaxim, iunamenib] 
eiieinio!* iiMkiii^ hiii don nfall. 

Tho M:ih(>nitiiO(hiii Law Ofl[li*er found Aman Ali Khmu guilt j < 
** iiiMtiirati if^ {Ue heating on violent presumption," and of priTitr t 
tlie (*rini<* on full ])r.H>f. 

'i'here whs oleiirly no proof that Anian Ali Khan had ordered tli 
men to Ih' iKMiten, and the Se!*!iions Judge gave his ofrinioa as fa 
lows: — *' After rareftilly wfighing the whole of the erideuce again 
him, I am not ftatinKed with that |)art which would implicate him i 
the iuAti^iitor : whieli he w«mld be, if it were satisfactorilj proTC 
that he i^nrc orders for the two men to bo beaten,** ani prononnce 
that he was only prove%l to have bi^»n an acresMorjf after ike fart. 

The Sudder S'ii^amiit eon^itleretl that it was proved that the prisom 

had f(>rhidd(*n the ill-treiitment of the victims, and thit there wi 

no priutf of hh heintf arresxorif " af\er tlie fact and at-qmitieH iu 

They nl.to found tlie cMiiviiMed priitoners guilty of rtdpahle homicide, 

n.»t of MiurdtT, fur hy their nilling on a doctor to attend the Tictin 

and dro^* tluMr wounds, it appeurs tliat in spite of tlieir inhumanil 

that they Imd no intention of causing death. It was not to be wof 

dered at tliut His Higlinos nhould be satisfied with tlie rerdict of tti 

Court and i*ht»u]d have believtnl Aman Ali Khan innooont, and treate 

him luvordint^ly. The Nu/im had in the meantime ap|K>inted Bi 

Prosonno NHniin Deb Kuhadoor to the oflU^e of Dcwan. which Aina 

Ali Khan had exenMfied witliout bcin^ formally invested with it. Lor 

Dalhouitie, in deiianfv of tlic solemn verdict of the highest Court c 

Ju}«tici> in India, derided that Amun Ali Khan tras ffuiitjif^ and thi 

the act of His lIiglnu»ri.H in ti^re<Mng with the Sudder Nizamut b 

believing him innoivnt, was a proof of his own complicity in thi 

niunler. His Lordship mi^lit quite ait reasonably have cutme to th 

same conclusion regardnit; the Judfr«'s themselves He called for a 

cxphination from the Nazim, and the exprettsions he used in so doin 

sutlicicntU sh(»wthut lie hud iniule up his mind not only ns to the goil 

of the nc(|uittcd eunuchs, hut as to that of the Xawab Nazim hinisol 

It was quite neccj-Miry in His lordship's opinion **tliat the Nawa 

Na/im under whose rertf fjfe» tliis monstrous outrage of humanity hi 

been perpctnitcd, should be recpiired to give an explanation of hi 

conduct in the nnitter, tluit nteasurt^s shouH be taken to mark th 

sense entertained by (lorernment of such proceedings, and that safi 

guards dliould be provided agiiinst rt*]ietititm of them in future.** 

Again, llic Nawab Nu/.im was required to state " why lio fiiiled 1 
exert his autliority to prevent the perpetration of so outrageous 
crime, atinimt in hh rerif prtxeiice^" tlius taking for granted tki 
His Ili^hnos had been co;^iii/nnt of it. These words demonatral 
tluit His Lordshi]> luid <'ome to a fon^one conclusion, and that an 
cxpliinarion would he wholly incfrertual. 

The (iovernor-iieneml pronoiuicod not only that Aman Ali Kha 
"had failed to use tlie inHuenre he had to prevent the crime 
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(though the Sudder Adawlut had pronounced hira ignorant of it) 
but that " from His Ilighuess's tent being only 50 ^'nrdu from where 
the men were tortured " and from his having the eunuchs dailj to 
" dine tvith him,'* he tnu4i have been himself cognizant of the tortiu-e, 
of the death that ensued from the torture, and of the falseness of the 
rumour which ascribed the death of tliese men to cholera ! 

The first reason for this string of accusations was that tlie Nazim's 
tent had been pitched about 50 yards from the place wlicre the 
unfortunate victims had been kept. Uis Highnesses known gentle- 
ness and humanity of character, wliich are such that he cannot prevaU 
upon liimself to kill the camel at the fiakri Eed, but merely touelies 
it with a lance and then withdraws wliile it is slaughtered, his 
European education and ideas, the facts that he was absent from hia 
tent during the greater part of each day, and that much, if not most 
of the cruelty took place at a distance from Camp^ availed him nothing. 
It was forgotten how unlikely a few cries were to attract attention 
amid the bustle of a large Camp. Even had they been heard, which, 
considering how completely the double walls of a large doublc-polcd 
tent deaden sound, especially at such a distance, and tliat tlicre was 
moreover an outer hii(h wall of canvas between the two tents, an.l that 
His Highness was scarcely ever in his tent save at dinner, wiien he 
was serenaded all tlie time by his band, retiring to rest immediately 
afterwards, was not very probable. Hit* Highness in talking the 
matter over freely with an old friend, related that he had on one 
occasion (he did not say whether in or out of his tent) heard some 
cries, and inquired the reason, to which A man Ali Khan rephed that 
it was a case of cholera, and, added the Prince, " of course I beheved 
him." 

The second reason was that the eunuchs had "dined daily with 
His Highness " Would any one, especially any Prince, like to bo 
made responsible for all the acts of those who dUned daily with him ? 
Is it then probable that these men, had they committed or been 
aware of this atrocity, would have chosen their humane master as their 
confidant instead of carefully concealing the matter from him ? It is 
to be remarked that the only evidence wliich proves that Aman Ali 
Khan knew of the accused persons being twice beaten, proves that on 
each occasion he gave orders forbidding their ill-treatment. It is 
nowhere proved that he knew the extent of the cruelty, or that it had 
resulted in death. 

Mr. Trevor, the Prosecutor for Government, whose letter t© the 
Secretary' to Government against the decision of the Sudder Adawlut, 
appears to have been in some degree the basis of the Govemor- 
General's opinion, considers that the acquitted Eunuchs were guilty of 
nothing more than privity {i.e. knowledge without consent of any 
crime), and that the ends of justice would have been fully answered htf 
a slight fine. 

The truth seems to have been that Aman Ali Khan knew of at least 
two beatings which he sent to put a stop to ; that these beatings were 
continued and inflicted chiefiy at a distance from Camp, as at Noug- 
huria, beyond what Aman Ali Khan and the other eunuchs knew of. 
That the perpetrators themselves did not intend to kill their victims ; 
that when they found they had gone too far, they called in the native 
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dort4)r to iMuleavour to cun; the unfoituimt« men, and that probahlr 
tlu'ir deiith, and certainly the cause of it, w«s conoeAled from thor 
siiperiun. und most e!»i)eoia11v that His Highness, as he aAmu (and 
hi« character givcH liim every rit^ht to be implicitlj^ beliered) wm ta 
total h/Horanc^ of the whole Matter, 

'J1ic (rovomor-Ctcnenir* ag(*nt writes on this occasion. — " Hit Hi|;1i* 
no»H !i:i>« invariably dt*cl:iro'l that he was never made cognisant of tbe 
fact t)i:tt death cniiuc 1 in consequence of the maltreatment which the 
iirifortuimtc crcntun'-i. Mul.li an I Hingoo, receiTed.*' Major Mie- 
l(re!r.)r ({iiotcd t<"<>tiin<iny of General Raper, who perhaps knew tbe 
character of the yoiini; Nawah bett^^r than any one, and who ohserred 
that " ai« a buy he had nerer ithe'Cit the ttmaU-est propemsii^ to ermgli^ 
or i/fijrcA/V/*/' and add», " former a«rent8, and every one who knows the 
Naziin, ftpeak of him *m kind, generous, and humane.'* 

Major Mac^n««riir'H opini<m wa:i that the Nawab Naxim " mmst hare 
heanl n faUc ac(*oiiiit of the aifair." hut it »oems unneeess hrj' to suppote 
that he had hc.ird any other than tlie account which was rec^iyedby 
the Sud ler Ni/.aniut Court, and he ci>uld not be bhimed for coming to 
the -^ame eoneljMi.m. On riHVMvinj^ the Cfoyemor-Oencrars letter, tlie 
N:i/.im imnie li itcly di^cliargi'd five of the accused eunuchs, suspended 
Anian Ali Klian from IiIk various employments, and desired him to 
give in his accounts n» H(k>n as ]M>Sitible. 

In his answer to t!ie ( f ovcnior-Oeneral, Ilis Highness expressed hii 
grief at being held n^sponsible for the conduct of his scryants, sod 
simply 9tate!* the undeniable facts that during his shooting expeditiOB, 
it wax \m Inibit to Atart early in the morning, take his brmkfast on hii 
elepliant, return oyenvune by fatigue, and siK>n retire to rest, and that 
ctm^Hpicntly he knew very little of what went on in Camp, to whidi 
Mr. (farrett, the Judge of Bt>erbhoom, the Honourable Mr. Eden, 
now at BaniM't, ond other gentlemen who had aci.*ompanied hin, 
could bt>ar witness. He solemnly declared that it never came to ha 
knowledge that a murder had been committed, and mentioned that ho 
had c:iU8ed inquiries to be made immediately the matter was broogfat 
to hi;* notice, when it a]>peart*d that Hingoo and Maddi had diea of 
cliolem. In reply to TH:)rd Dalhouj«ie's inquiry "why he continued to 
show favour and countenance to those who (<m His lAtrdship'^ opi$u0m) 
were c<incemed in the murder/' the Noxim naturally replied that 
*• when they were ocquitted by the Sudder Court, after being so 
f»trictly trie«i, I real/// thoutjht them to be not guilty** His Highness 
wNMn!» at first to have un Icrstmid that the GK>yemor>Ghenerai had 
ordered the dismissal of the eunuchs, though nothing is said of this 
in Lonl DalliouHic'ri letter, but hearing nothing of the matter during an 
interval of four months, and having information that the affair had 
been referred to the Court of Directors, he thought they nerer would 
sanction such an injustice as punishing men for a ciime of which the? 
had been acquitted, nor such an interference with his own domestie 
arrangemcntfl, and therefore instead of depriying himself whollr of 
old and fayourito attendants, he allowed them to continue among 
his retinue, although not exercising their functions, until the wti^tA^ 
should be finally decided. I'his turned out a most unfortunate step. 
The Agent reportetl that they were sttU in His Highness's sarrioet 
and that A man Ali Khan had resumed his duties as chief eunnt^. 
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At length in March, Lord Dalhousie pronounced the Nawab Nazim's 
explanation, which bears truth on the very face of it, to be most 
unsatisfactory (though one does not see what else an innocent man 
could have said) and the case aggrarated bj the &your His 
Highness continues to show Aman idi Khan and the other eunuchs. 
The Nazim was peremptorily required *' to dismiss them altogether 
from his service," and to " hold no further communication with any 
of them." The Agent was required to " report within one 
week " whether this " requisition had been complied with or 
not." His Highness was refused permission to go to Dinagepore 
for change of air, although Dr. Kean said he wanted exercise, and the 
excursion would do him a Tast deal of good, ** and His Lordship 
refused to sanction under antf circumstances " the usual disbursement 
from the Deposit Fund for Hb Highnesses traTelline expenses. 

The question is not whether the eunuchs were innocent or guilty, 
but whether having been declared innocent by the highest Court of 
Justice in India, any one had a right to pronounce them guilty and to 
punish them as such, and even to go the length of punishing a 
defenceless Prince, because he coincided in opinion with British 
Judges! His Highness had an undoubted right to be of the same 
opinion as the Sudder Nizamut, but this Lord Dalhousie would by no 
means permit, and being in the only position in the world in which a 
British Sovereign or subject can punish those who have been legally 
acquitted, he decided that the eunuchs were guilty, and punished Hu 
Highness for beUeving them iimocent, not only by depriving him of 
air and exercise, and of his right to have his travelling expenses paid 
from the Deposit Fund, but by recommending to the Court of 
Directors to diminish His Highnesses stipend, to take away the salute 
of nineteen guns due to his rank as the acknowledged equal and 
brother of the Gt)vemor-General, or at least to diminish it to thirteen, 
*' so that the Nawab should no longer receive in public as he now 
does, higher honours than the Members of the Supreme Government 
of India !" He even declined to comply with an Indent for Military 
Stores required for the Nazim's use, and brought in a Bill depriyine 
His Highness, his family and relations, including the ladies, of aU 
immunities and rights which had been secured to them by Treaties, by 
pledges from successive Governors-General, and by no lees than four 
Acts of Council. The Treaties with the first four Nazims of Bengal 
Iiave been already given, Lord Dalhousie repealed all those Regulations 
and even condescended to use the plea that these ** privileges were a 
serious impediment to the course of justice." 

How this could be the case as they extended only to Civil and 
Revenue cases, and did not extend to criminal cases, was not explained, 
nor how the Acts of 1805 and 1806, which regulated the form of 
address to be used to the Nazim and his family, could possibly affect 
the course of justice ! 

In vain His Highness and the chief ladies in his familyremonstrated. 
His Highness remarked it too plainly appeared '* that His Lordship's 
mind is still intent on my degradation ; the new Act con^letes the 
humiliation and distresses of this friend by his depression and 
degradation with his family and friendj^, irrespective of the obligations 
and provisions of ancient Treaties" Not only the injustice, but the 
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cxoewiro scroritT of this treatment, is remarkable, when we reeolket 
that the ProstH'utor for OoTemment considered that the ends of 
justice would havo bi'cn fnUif an-ftrer^d bv a ^Ughi fime^ inflicted on 
thoM* whom he (•on'<i<K'nHl guilty on/y of privity, to the crime ; but 
whom Lord DalhouMJe appears to have considered aa i^uiltj of murdefi 
thus ^«)ing far Ih^vouiI even the Prosecutor. 

The pi^rtfouft aitniMHl were to be Hned, the Prince in whoee terrioe 
thev were wa.t to Im> dfffraded in the eves of all hia oountrymen, de- 
prived «»f his* niO!*t valued j>rivilegt»«». 

Tlie Court of Director!* sanetioneil all Lord I>alhoune*B propoaed 
mea!<urefl exeept that niHtead of abolishing the salute — '* it i^peared 
pudicient that the nuuiK'^r of guns be reduced from nineteen to thir- 
t(*on," and that they detrlincd interfering with II i* llighness^a income 
durinq hi* lifetime^ thus causing the most serious alarm aa to whatthej 
might be pleased to do afterwards. 

Summary. 

The breaclu^ of faith of which His Highness complains are, 1st 
depriving him of his Just due of sixteen lacs per annum : Bj nndolj 
increasing the Deposit Fund beyond the limit of two laos Tearl/t 
contrary to solemn and reiterated stipulations and promises. This was 
done by resuming stipi'nds, Mamulats, Mutynats, &c., which ought to 
have reverted to His Highness. 

This was done bv Sir C. Metcalfe in 1836. 

2nd. Misappronriati(m of stipends. 

3rd. Depriving him of all control over the Deposit Fund, and wn^Hng 
it a b»x)k-debt without interest. 

Tin's wat* d(me in IS54. 

4th. Depriving him and his family of their rights and pririleges 
regarding suits in our Courts. 

5th. Depriving him of the salute duo to his rank aa the acknow- 
ledged equal and brother of the Governor-General. 

Summary. 

Tlie Nawab Nazim's ri^ht to sixttum lacs per annum is as dear as 
human pledges can make it. 

It rtHits u}X)n the treati(>s with JafRer Ali Khan and his first three 
successors, upon the pledges of successive Governors-General, and the 
confirmation of the Court of Dirt»ctors. 

For in:itancc. Ijord Minto, on tlu5 accension of Nawab Xazim 25a jen- 
ood-deen Ali Klutn, as^un^s him that '^ the gfipend fixed on the acces- 
cession of your august father, by the Honourable East India Company 
will be continued to Your Hiqhitestwiihovf an}f difference** yix., at the 
annual allowance of sixteen lakhs in monthly issues as usual. The 
same pledge is rciterat<»d by Marquis of Hastings in 1821, hy Lord 
Amherst in 1825. 

Lord Amherst says, " i'our Highnesn may be assured that ike 
annual fixed aPov^nnee and the other mutually settled points will re- 
main and continue as a])proved and sanct ioncd by the Homo authori- 
ties, namely, sixteen lakhs o/ rupees per annum." 
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So late as 1840, the Court of Directors speaks of the sixteen lakhs 
a3 the aasi^ment iy treaty, of the family. His Highness' right to the 
income of sixteen lakhs rests upon the same basis as our right to 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. of which territories it is the stipulated 
price. 

The Nawab Nazim still gives receipts for the whole sum. This in- 
come has been withdrawn from His Highness by unduly increasing 
the Deposit Fund, chiefly by resuming lapsed stipends^ Mamulats, or 
perquisite;* gnintcd by his predecessors to the Deposit Fund, instead 
of to His Highness' own treasury, as repeatedly stipulated, and by 
resuming Mufaganats or hereditary stipends leit to dependants on 
condition of service, all of which are illegal and contrary to treaties and 
agreement. 

I. Increasing the Deposit Fund beyond the stipulated limit of two 
lacs per annum was an open viobition of the agreement of 1823, which 
h.'id been sjinctioned bv the Court of Directors. This was Sir Charles 
Metcalfe's doing. 

Mr. Stirling pronounced that two lacs were more than necessary, 
and that we hare no right to withhold from the Nazim any more than 
is positively required. The Honourable W. L. Melville, Agent to the 
Govemor-Gkneral, saw no reason for augmenting the capital of this 
Fund, and theix) has always been considerable difficulty in disposing 
of tlie surplus, while at the same time His Highness has a rery in- 
sutTicient share of his own income for his personal and family expenses. 
Tlic amount at first deducted from His Highness in 1836 was upwards 
of eight lacs yearly, out of which 56,000 of lapsed stipend, and no 
more, ought to have been set apart to make up with Mani Begum's 
stipend two lacs per annum. At first this sum was fully spent on 
stipends, but since then a very lar^e surplus has annually remained. 
Tliis has not been invested at all, and consequently in April, 1858, 
tliere remained a balance of about 23.80,000 undrawn from the 
Collector's Treasur}'. Of this, about twelve lacs is the result of the 
annual appropriation to complete the sum of two lacs per annum. 
Tlie remainder, that is nearly twelve lacs, clearly belongs to His High- 
ness the Nazim. 

That so large an accumulation is quite unnecessary, is shown by 
the fact of its being undrawn. There is a further balance of upwards 
of titteen and a half lacs from Mani Begum's stipends, which, as the 
Nawab Nazim justly observed, ought to revert to him. if not available 
for his relations. Stipends to the relations and dependants as well as 
tlic Mamulats, or perquisites, were originally fixed by the Nazim. 
On many occasions stipends were refused from the Deposit Fund 
and granted out of His Highnoss's privy purse. All stipends passed 
through the Nawab Nazim's hands up to 1833, 1834, and the new 
arrangement that they were to be paid by the Agent was only to 
ensure regularity, and not to place them at the disposal of Qt)vemment. 
Subsequently all these stipends were taken into the hands of GK)vem- 
ment, and when they lapse are not returned to the Nizamut 

It is evident that no more ouglit to be set apart for relations, &c., 
thiin is actually required, as the whole fourteen lacs belong to the 
N:uim, and of course when there remains no one to claim a stipend, 
it naturally ought to revert to the Prince by whom it has been 
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granted. Tliii wit the CMe in Lord Comwvllii's time, half of nA 
peiiMons M by Hit Uighneit*! own determiuation were reniMd 
wen* to gq to his prirj pune, half to the pa\iiient of hk debt. Loti 
Coniwallis dei'lared the stipends of the jfawab Xazim's rektku 
hert'ilitarv, and thoM of dqiendants at the option of the Prinee, mi 
the wliole were dc<*Ured not in anv wiae at the pleasure of Gorenh 
ment furthiT than to prevent partialitj. Lord Amhent fpcib d 
the distribution of pensions according to the judgment of both Sirkait. 
1\\ tlie la«t agreeiuent made with the Xawab Nazim which was dedsifd 
to' be the rule under which Nizamut aflairs are henceforward to beadai- 
ni»tered, " all iiammlait and perquisites to relations ** on the deeesK 
of the recipient without heirs, and all pensions to dependants sre t» 
rfrert (o the yizamut Treasury and be at the emiire di9po9al of Sk 
liighttrKs; yet when in IMO, the voung Xawab Naxim sddrossod thir 
Ai!ent on the suliject of the lapsed stipend of his grand-aont, tht 
Babbee Begum, to whose personal allowance of 2,000 a month and 
l.iXK^ou Bt.H'ount of Mamulat, he considered himself entitled, asihs 
liail left no heir but himself, the Agent pointed out that the Mamnlat 
wai« resuniable to the credit of the Deposit Fund by orders of Oorcm- 
meiit, 0th l)tHX'ml)er, 1836, quite orerlooking the iact that this order 
was iMued without the consent of the Xaxim and in open Tiolationof 
the agn^ement made with him in lH3k 

Tliis agreenuMit is tlie Rule now in force, but it has of late jMii 
been compUHelv si't at defiance. Kven Mutaranats, or stipends left I7 
Mani Begum, l)abbee Begum, and others to old retainers, which lis 
ooniiiden'ti heriHlitari- (the descendants continuing in the serrice of the 
Govenmu*nt. and against His Ilighncss's wishes and remonstraocci) 
and in spite of the express provision in the order of 18th Julj, ISSS, 
for resuming »ti]>eiids to the Deposit Fund assess when ikeyarede- 
jitndants of the deceased, the support of whom would be a duty in- 
cumlk'nt on rt^lutiouH. Tims depriring the retainerv in question of 
bread, and llit> Highness of their serviivs. l^liat is worse than that, 
many of tlu^M' Mti|Hmds hare been resumed in (he tifetitme of the reci- 
pients. For inxtance on the decease of Uie Mariumnissa Begum, sU 
the Mutayanats of the servants who were in attendance on her ceased. 
Even the Dliyo, who had nursed her, lost her pension of ten rupees. 
The same wait tlie i*aao on the di>ath of the Dulin Begum, and will 
occur on the reoi>nt o<*casion of the decease of His Higliness's grand- 
mother, unless the Right Honourable the Governor- General should 
be pleiukxl to n^vert to the old mode of dealing. The second grievanee 
of which His Higliness complains is the misappropriation of stipends. 
1. Bv resuming them arbitrarily without considering His TTigh- 
ness's wishes or suggestions, on the claims of heirs and dependents. 

Tlie Nawab Nazim*s rights to tlie disposal of stipends was never 
doubted, and consequently exercised until 1852. Of this the proofs are 
innumerable. In 1795, pensions are to be assigned as His HighneM 
tlie Nawab Nazim recommends. Tlie following year the Governor- 
Oencml in Council approves of the appropriation of the hereditaiy 
allowances therein recommended by the Nawab Nazim. In 1823 the 
Government pledtjed itself, cm the lapse of any future stipends, to 
consider the suggestions of His Highness as to its allotment, and, ex* 
ccpt under special circumstamres, to asiiign tke itkoUfor the benefit ^ 
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the family^ and acoordinglj requests the opinion of His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim on the propriety of continuing to the jbmily of a 
pensioner " the allowance, or aujr part of it." Stipends were resumed 
on His Highness's recommendation, distributed as he proposed. Com- 
pensation to the Begum's was to be discussed with Nawab Nazim I5th 
May, 1834. 

The Agent to Goyemor-General, in concurrence with Nawab Nazim, 
recommends 300 rupees per annum additional to Badurulnissa Begum, 
81st December, 1836. 

After the completion of the new arrangement for paying stipends 
firom the Agent's office, GK>yemment instructed the Agent that ** with 
regard to the distribution of allowances, it will be proper to consult the 
Nawab Nazim as to the individuab who are to receiye it ; and the 
wishes of His Highness, except where decidedly objectionable, should 
be attended to as heretofore (9th June, 1836). Stipends to relations 
were declared hereditary in 1795. Gt>yernment pledged itself in 1823, 
on the lapse of any future stipend, to assign the whole for the benefit of 
the family" Even in 1838, the yery order for resuming to the 
Deposit Fund the stipends of those who die without heirs acknowledged 
them as hereditary i when heirs exist , and an exception is made to 
their resumption when there are dependents of the dececued. But of 
late years all the stipends of any yalue haye been diminished on the 
death of the holder. His Highness has been gradually obliged (in 
order to ayoid the utter rejection of his recommendation) to name only 
a portion of the stipend to be assigned to the family and heirs. The 
Nazim has himself been obliged to support the aependents of his 
grand-aunt, the Bahu Begum, for years, only a yery small portion of 
the expense being allowed him from the Deposit Fund. 

3. Depriving the Nawab Nazim of all control over the Deposit 
Fund, aid making it a book-debt without interest. This was the act 
of Lord Dalhousie. 

The Deposit Fund was recognised as the inalienable property of His 
Highness' s family oyer and aboye the sixteen lakhs assigned for its 
support as " the sacred inheritance of the Nizamut," ** the property of 
Nizamut generally, not the property of Chvemment, and solemnly de- 
clared by the Court of Directors to be not public money, but a part of 
the assignment by treaty of the family *^ 

" The Goyemor-General in Council, with a yiew to uphold the due 
efficiency and dignity of the Nawab Nazim's station, deems it proper to 
declare as a rule for future observance that all applications for aid 
from the Deposit Fund should be addressed to Sis Highness, and by 
him forwarded, if he thinks proper, to the Agent, for the eyentuid 
orders of Gk)yemment." The Gtoyemor-General in Council required 
that '* eyery facility should be giyen for His Highness making him- 
self acquainted with the minutest details; and his wishes regarding^ 
grants from the Deposit Fund were to be signified to the Agent and 
attended to as heretofore ;" and speaks of the Agency Treasurer as 
accountable to the Agent of the Goyemor-Q«neraJ as well as to the 
Nawab Nazim for the disbursement of stipends. Not long ago His 
Highness' 8 consent was requested, eyen before applying a portion of 
the Deposit Fund to supplying medical aid to the Nizamut School. 
This was giyen in a priyate note to Humayan Jah. 
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Lord Auckland ftillj aoknowledg«d the Nawab Nwdm't right o 
ike DepotU Fund ; jet, in defiance of these acknowledged rieht*, L 
Dallioiuie asserted '' that the Dep<mt Fund is at the entire aUpo$ei 
OoverMmemtf and that the Sawab Sazim has no claitn to mor t 
control tehatever over it " The Lieutenant-GoTemor of Bro 
adopted t}ie mme opinion : *' I am directed to observe that, mmder 
condition of the Depoidt Fund^ it is a resource over which the Sat 
Nazim has no sort of control; and he should not therefore be aUoi 
to recommend that disbursements may be made &oni it ! !** 

The contrast between the solemn stipulations entered into with ' 
Nawab Nazim and the above assertions is too obTious to render i 
comment nect*ssary. Refusing to invest the enormous aiun belong 
to the Nizamut, and making it merely a debt-book, has caused mi 
to look upon it as Ooveniment propert j, and grants made from it 
made from the public funds, and i» in strong oppoeition to the pi 
ciples laid down. So late as IKiH 'Mhe Government is, in respect 
the I)e)K>sit Fund, the Trustee responsible for its application in ( 
manner which will make it most beneficial to the familj. 

4. So Lite as 183t>, the Viire-Pre^ident in Council speaks of t 
Nawab Nazim as a Prince whose independence has been recogiiised 
a Treaty with om» of hin pretUHH»»»iH>ri«, and adds, ** OoTemment cc 
aiders it unjust and nnla»ful thiit a Prince who is not subject to t 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court should be made to plead bef( 
it." 

Tlic inconvenience, insult, and injustice, which are the unavoidal 
results of the abrogiition of a iirivilcge inseparably connected with £ 
Highness's rank have been fully |voint«.»d out elsewhere. 

5. Kven when morning guuH wcrt; disi-ontinued at the ncighbomri: 
station of Bcrham|H)re, '*</ was never contemplated iy OoTcmment 
withhold the u.huuI siilutc to His llighm^ss the Nuwab Nasini,'* i 
which express i)uq>osc twt) G-poundcrs wert» permanently attached 
the stations. 

Tlic Marqui.« of Hustings, among other Govemor8-Ck'<neral, solemn 
pn>mifted tliat ''*' i\\v honours and distinctions due to the ejra I fed rai 
of liirt Ilighncbs's fimiily will altcatfs be paid and iaitltfuUy o 
served." 

Ix)rtl Amherst pledged himself "to maintain the honours of B 
Highness, and that '* tlic rcs}H>('t due to the nink and tlie honours ai 
distinctions appropriate to the high and eminent family of Your Hig 
nesH, will !>«» always kc]>t in view and observed." 

Sir li. Uardinge, on taking the n'ins of Government, writes, — **1 
assured the same honours and distinctioHS [>aid to support your nu 
and authority will Ix* ol^nerved and continued.^* 

His Highness feeb the degradation the more keenly as the bono 
of a salute of VJ guns, which he and his predecessors had so long e 
joye<l, was rtHH*ntly tt<'e<>nlcd to Mah:u*ajah Jimg Bahadoor, who 
only a ereat cliief in Nepal, and not a hcre<litary Prince. So keen 
does His Highness fevl tfie disgnico to which Ix>rd Dolhousie thus su 
jocted him, that he has never left the precincts of his residence 8in< 
although his prolongtnl abstinence from exercise and chango of air h 
had a very prejudicial effect on his health. He has, therefore, nev 
submitted to rccei\c iho diminished ^alutc. 
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Oil the above Narrative of Nizamut Affairs being 
placed before Lord OaQning, Major Colin Mackenzie, 
Agent Governor-General, was called upon by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to report officially on 
Nizamut Affairs, he was, however, prevented from noticing 
the Murder case. Subjoined is the Agent's official 
opinion on the subject of the Nawab Nazim's grievances 
and claims: — 

From Major Colin Mackenzie, Acting Agent Oovemor- 
General at Moorshedahad, to A. R. YouNO, Esq., Secretary 

to the Oovemment of Bengal, 

Dated Fort William, the 23rd May, 1859. 

Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge jour letter, No. 119, dated 
the 2nd April, 1859, calling for my opinion on Nizamut affidrs, to- 
gether with the enalosures as per mai^in. 

2. The force of the first two docimients is considerably neutralised 
by tlieir rejection in the third and last ; but, as His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor has invited me "to make my remarks upon 
them, which they may seem to require," I have the honour to for- 
ward, for the consideration of Qt)vemment, a narrative of the prin- 
cipal facts connected with Nizamut affairs, which I have for months 
past been engaged in compiling from a mass of ill -arranged records, in 
anticipation of a desire on the part of my superiors to have fuller 
information as to the facts of the case than has hitherto been afforded 
them. 

3. I beg to premise that in offering this detail, I earnestly dis- 
claim all intention of thrusting my opinion on the attention of Gh)- 
vemment, or of presumptuously dictating the course which ought to 
be pursued. If, in my endeavours to put the merits of the case 
clearly before the eyes of the deciding autliorities, I have used little 
circumlocution, I trust that my plainness of speech may be viewed in 
a favourable hglit, and that it will be seen that my sole motives are 
concern for the honour and consequently for the real interests of my 
country, and of the Government which I have the honour to serve, 
and the necessity of putting aside all selfish considerations in the 
performance of so sacred a duty. 

4. The papers before me, and referred to in the Ist paragraph of 
this letter, consist of a Note, signed by the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, and a Minute based upon it by Lord Dalhousie, 
dated 9th November, 1853. The Gt)vernor-General speaks of the 
note as " having given him, for the first time, a full view of the 
arrangements of the Nizamut." It was therefore the more to be 
regretted that the note itself was incomplete^ and made no allusion to 
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in consequence, while receiving the same sum as his predecessors, viz., 
Bs. 17,78,000 for his household expenses, he agreed to diminish the 
portion for his Sowarr to 24 lacs instead of 36, as he no longer had to 
maintain the same numher of horse and foot. This latter sum had 
never been considered fixed, the expression used in the agreement 
with Nudjim o Dowlah being, should " such an expense hereafter be 
found necessary to be kept up" The change, therefore, cannot be 
said to be " for the worse," neither does it prove anything but that 
it was lawful to modifj the former treaty by the consent of both 
parties. 

10. The terms of both agreements denote their permanency, "so 
long as the English factories continue in Bengal." The tr^ity in 
1770 with the minor Nawab Mubaruck o Dowlah was still more 
solemnly confirmed. Owing probably to the infancy of the Nazim, 
his stipend was reduced stUl further, but this agreement which the 
Governor-General in Council affirmed shall, by the blessing of God, 
bo " inviolably observed for ever" was about two years after broken 
by the Court of Directors, and the allowance of the Kazim reduced to 
sixteen lacs. To use Lord Dalhousie's words, it was set aside by 
their sole authority, without any acquiescence, signified or asked, from 
the Nawab. But this transaction which His Xiordship, apparently not 
being aware of the solemn fundamental treaty of SHAH ALUM, 
was thus led to adduce as a proof of right, was one of those in- 
stances of wrong which causes our early Indian history to be adduced 
as rather a chart of shoals than as an armoury of precedents. I think 
His Honom* wdl agree with me that in order to act in accordance with 
the higher political moraUty of the present day, and especially with 
the pledge for the observance of treaties and engagement* so recently 
given by Her Majesty, we must refer to tlie compacts made by our 
predecessors rather than to their mode of observing them. 

11. The result of long and careful researches into voluminous ill- 
arranged records lias been the establishment of the following facts ; 
that although the engagements with the five subsequent Nazims were 
not in the shape of formal treaties, yet there have been several 
solemn agreements and compacts, especially 1790, 1823, and 1834, 
and each successive Governor-General on assuming the reins of 
Government, as also on the accession of a new Kazim, has confirmed 
the exisiiny treaties and engagements^ and reiterated the assurance of 
" a scrupulous adherence to subsisting engagements^ and to the 
obhgations of public faith and honour." 

The late Governor-General Holemnly promised on his arrival "to 
promote the interests and estubhsli tlie authority of all Native Princes, 
by strict observance, enduring fulfilment of compact and treaty in 
terms of existing conditions, stipulations, and articles arranged and 
concerted." 

In fact, with slight variations of expressions, cverj" successive 
Governor-General has publielv assiu*ed each suceeesivo Nawab Nazim, 
that ** the honour and dignities due to your hcrt»ditarj' rank, and the 
prescriptive privileges of your higli station, guaranteed by the stipu- 
lations of subsisting treaties and long-established relations, observed 
and cherished by former Governors-General, will on the part also of 
this sincere friend, be fervently fostered and punctually fulfilM.'' 
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12. Tho 16 lacs to which the Nazim's stipend was reduced in 1772, 
have been repeatedly recognized as belonging to him by treaty. 

The agreement promises " not to derogate from the honour, dignity, 
or interest of the Nawab Nazim," certainly include not diminishing 
his income, since both his dignity and interest would suffer by the 
curtailment of it. 

Lord Comwallis, after " inquiring of the Nazim the names of those 
whose pensions he wiahed to discontinue," declared the stipends of 
the relations of the Nazim hereditary. If t)ie stipends were to be 
hereditary, the funds from which they were paid must be hereditary 
also. 

Express pledges made. 

Lord Minto, on the accession of Nawab Nazim Ali Jah, " assures 
him that tho stipend fixed on the accession of your august father, by 
the Honourable East India Company, will be continued to Your 
Highness without any difference, viz., at the annual allowance of 16 
lacs, in monthly issues as usual." The same pledge is reiterated by 
the Marquis of Hastings in 1821, nnd by Lord Amherst in 1825. 

Lord Amlierst says, ** Tour Highness may be assured that the 
regular fixed allowance and the other mutually settled points will 
remain and continue as approved and sanctioned by the home au- 
thorities, namely, 16 lacs of rupees per annum." 

Lord Moira gave a formal assurance that the Agency Deposit Fund 
would ever be considered " as the inalienable property of His High- 
noss's family, over and above the 16 lacs of rupees assigned for its 
support." 

In 1836 the Government instructed tlie accountant of the Bevenue 
Department " that the stipend of the Nawab Nazim and the Nizamut 
Pensioners having formed matter of express engagement in a 
treaty^ Sfc^ 

In 1840 the Court of Directors corrected the Deputy-Governor who 
had styled the Deposit Fund " public money," and affirmed that *• the 
Deposit Fund is not public money, but a part of the assignment by 
treaty of the family." See narrative, passim. 

Even had there been no treaties the 16 lacs are sufficiently secured 
by *' long established relations ;" and Government has repeatedly 
pledged itself to " the strict observance and enduring fulfilment of ex- 
isting conditions, stipulations, and articles arranged and concerted." 

No change in the amount of the allowance has been made since 
1772, and no change of any importance has ever been made even 
in the allotment of it, without a formal agreement with the reigning 
Nazim. 

13. The principal agreements, omitting several which proved abor- 
tive, have been tlireo in number. 

By ihe first, seven lacs, cliicfly arising from Mani Begum's Stipend, 
were invested for the payment of the Agent of the Governor- General 
and his estabUslimeut. His Highness gave his consent, on receiving 
from the Governor- General " an assurance that this Fund is and wiU 
be considered the inalienable property of His Highness's family, over 
and above the 16 lacs assigned for its support " 

In 1823 the Gt)vernor-General proposed that two lacs of rupees per 
annum should be invested for the benefit of the Nizamut, and be con- 
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ridered as " a sacred inheritance of the family.*' Hia Highneas eon- 
sented, on the British Government " relinquiuiing all deaire to incraaee 
the Fund*' ht^ond one-eighth of the entire Nixamut StipencL 

The third and latest agreement which has been entered into between 

the " two Sirkars*' is that of Captain Thoresbj, in 1834, which stipa- 

lates that " all perquisites^ mamulats," kc.^ as well as presemt or 

future pensions^ should revert to and he at the entire disposal qf ** Sis 

Highness y 

That the stipends of relations and dependants should be diatriboted 
by the Agent, although the entire sixteen lacs are still paid to His 
llighness's receipt, the treasurer being answerable henceforward to the 
Agent, as well as to the Nawab Nazim ; that His Higlinesa should 
have full control over liis own household and his own expenditure 
without the obligation of giving any account of either. 

This was acknowledged by Goyemment as *' the rule under whidi 
Nizamut affairs are to be lienceforth administered." 

14. I. — To sum up the subject as a mere matter of aooount, it seems 
clear that an adequate allowance "for the Nizamut" ia secured hg 
treaty as the first charge on the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa. 

II. — That the right of His Highness to at least sixteen lacs per 
annum rests, not only on ancient usage, '* long-established relations," 
and prescriptive rights since 1772, but on tnang formal Hipmlations 
and agreements. 

III. — Tliat two lacs per annum, and no more, are hy contract to be 
deducted from His Highness's stipend ; the accumulations and balance 
of interest to be " invest*^ in the securities of the British Goyem- 
ment, who is the trustee responsible for the disposing of this money 
for the benefit of the family, especially for buildings, trayelling ex- 
penses, and dowries. Tliis is admitted in Lord Dalliousie*s onW, 
for he styles it '*a debt" oltliough he would not allow it to bear 
interest. 

lY. — That the remaining 14 lacs, with all lapses and aocumulations 
therefrom from 1836, only deducting such pensions as he and his 
ancestors have allotted to their relations and dependants, belong to the 
Kazim for tlie time being, wliosoevor that may be. and should be made 
over to him. It appears that if a portion of the money pit>periy 
belonging to the Nozim has been withheld from His Highness, and 
made use of by Government, he has a claim not only to the principal, 
but also to the usual rate of interest. 

15. The foregoing remarks and the subjoined narratiye will, I 
venture to hope, enable Government to discern and weigh the merits 
of this important case, and to arrive at a conclusion befitting the 
magnitude of the interests debated, and the enduring influence of the 
principles involved. I will not dwell on the imprsssion likely to be 
produced by Uiis and similar decisions upon the native mind, and it 
mag be on that of the public at home. 

16. I cannot conclude without remarking that it is impossible to 
disconnect the interests of the Nawab Nazim from the proceedings 
adopted in connexion witli the famous Murder case in the year 185^—4. 
But I am not authorised to enter upon this subject, although if called 
upon to do so 1 believe I could throw some additional light on it. 
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17. I beg penniBsion to add, lastly, that my position is one of 
peculiar difficulty and delicacy. As GoTemor-General's Agent, mj 
first duty is to Goyemment, and / heartily desire to avoid even the 
appearance of opposition to their acts or policy. Of course I mean 
the Government which I have at present the honour to serve, as no 
man would be considered blameable for openly disapproving by-gone 
measures, such as the abolition of flogging in the native army, or the 
invasion of Afghanistan. At the same time I believe that His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy placed me in my present appointment with a view to 
my carrying out the very object for which the office was instituted, 
viz., the protection of the interests of the Natoah Nazim as inseparably 
connected with the honour of the British name. Indeed the Gt>vemor- 
General in Council in 1816, fully coincided with Mr. Edmonstone in 
declaring that the exclusive object " of the Govemor-General*s agency 
at Moorshedabad," is the prosperity and pecuniary benefit o/* the 
Nizamut; and it is on this ground alone that the Nazim consented to 
the formation of the Agency Deposit Fund out of his own revenues 
for the payment of the Gt>vemment Agent and his establishment. 

It is, therefore, with perfect confidence that I ask the indulgence of 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, for having entered so fully 
into the subject, as also for any imperfection in the manner of 
doing so. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Tour most obedient servant, 

(Signed) CoLnr Mackenzie, 
Acting Agent to the Gt)vemor-General 
at Moorshedabad. 
Fort William, 
23rd May, 1859. 

The above statements having been drawn up by an 
independent officer of the Government, who bad free 
access to all documents pertaining to the Nizamut and 
Collectorate, must necessarily bear the impress of truth 
and contain indisputable data for arriving at a correct 
conclusion as to the justice of His Highness's claims, 
which have been advanced by the Nawab himself in 
three Memorials ; the first to the Court of Directors in 
March, 1857; the second to the Right Honourable Sir 
Charles Wood, Bart., Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India in Council, in April, 1860, supported by further 
appeals in December, 1862, and February, 1863 ; and the 



238 

third and last to His Grace the Duke of Argyll, BIT^ 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in Council, in 
July, 1869, to which His Highness awaits a reply. A 
copy of the last Memorial will be found at the end of this 
narrative. 

In the last Memorial now before Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India in Council, aUusion is 
made to two social questions, to which with some cor- 
respondence relating thereto it will be necessary here 
to refer in order that all His Highness' grievances may 
be fully explained, and the arbitrary action taken by the 
Government of India against the Nawab in connectioii 
therewith fullv exhibited. 

The first matter was an affront supposed to have been 
offered (quite unwittingly !) by the Nawab to the Agent 
Governor-General (Page 327), and which the Nawab 
afterwards apologized for. 

On the 14th of May, 1861, Colonel Mackenzie, Agent 
Governor-General, with some friends, drove at an early 
hour in the morning from Berhampore (where he resided) 
to the Nazim*s Palace at Moorshedabad having ex- 
pressed his intention of so doing to His Highness, verbally 
through the Dowan, Rajah Prosunno Narian Deb. His 
Highness sent a message back by his chief eunnch 
Darab Ali Khan, to say that he would try and meet the 
Agent, if possible, after breakfast ; but, as he was not 
very well, ho could not say positively whether he would 
be able to go. His Highness, feeling worse as the day 
advanced, was obliged to forego the pleasure of meeting 
the Agent, and sent a message to this effect. This ap- 
parently offended the Agent, who construed it into an 
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insult offered to the Representative of the Viceroy, and 
reported the matter to the Government. Two days after- 
wards the Agent called upon His Highness for an expla- 
nation, which was given, and a<;cepted as an ample 
apology by him ; but he required His Highness to pay 
him a return visit as a mark of respect, which His 
Highness did not think absolutely necessary in his official 
position, as the Agent had not paid him an official visit. 

Extract from a Letter dated Sih June, 1861. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel C. Mackenzie, Officiating 
Agent Governor- General, to His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, &c. 

Para. 1. I liaye received Your Highness's letters of 22nd May and 
4th June, and I understand their contents. / cannot but accept the 
apology contained in the first letter, and regret the severity of Your 
Highness's sufferings as you describe them. But the fact remains, 
that I never received a proper message by a proper messenger announc- 
ing the impossibility of Your Highness's meeting me in the Palace, 
and I therefore trust Your Highness will issue such orders to your 
Officers as will prevent a repetition of the appearance of disrespect to 
the Representative of His Excellency the Viceroy. 

Extract from para, 6 of letter No. 18, dated the Uth 
January, 1861, from the Government op India to the 
Lieutenant-Governor op Benqal. 

With regard to the affront offered by the Nawab Nazim to the 
Agent on his occasion of visiting the palace in May last, the Q-ovemor- 
General in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-Governor in thinking, 
that it has by no means been atoned for by the very unsatisfactory 
explanation wliich /las been accepted by Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 
kenzie as an apology to himself. For that affront, offered to the 
Government in the person of its Agent, His Excellency in Council 
will not be satisfied with imperfect excuses. Nothing short of a full 
admission of error, and an unreserved expression of regret, can be 
received by the Government as a sufficient apology, and the Nawab 
should be told that until such an apology has been forwarded by him, 
and accepted by the Lieutenant-Gfovemor, neither ynW. the request 
wliich His Highness has made for permission to visit the Governor- 
General be considered, nor will the letters, which he addressed to His 
Excellency on the 16th and 25th October be answered. The Agent 
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alio will be withdrawn for the present, and all Official oommiiiiicaticiif 
between the GK>Temment and the Nawab will be made throof h the 
Collector of Moorshedabad until an Agent regularlj appointed* can, 
with propriety, resume his functions. 

From Hi8 Hiohnebb the Nawab Nasim of BsHOALy 
&c,^ to The Honourable John Peteb Gbjlht, Lie^ 

tenant' Governor of Bengal. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal is informed bj the letter 
from the Officiating Secretary to the Oovemment of India, to the 
Secretary to the Gt)Temment of Bengal, dated Fort William the 14th 
January, 1H62, No. 28, of which an extract was endoeed to the 
address of His Highness, and forwarded to the Palace of Hia High- 
ness, on the evening of the 20th, that His Honour the Lieutenimt- 
Ooycmor of Bengal considers an affront to have been offered to 
GoTemmcnt, in the person of its Agent, on the 14th daj of May last, 
by His Highness. Iiis Highness also learns (from the same aouroe) 
t}iat His Excellency the Oorcmor-General in Council agreee with His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor in that view, and His Bxoellency in 
Council has declared that His Excellency will not be aatiafied with 
imperfect excuses ; that nothing short of a full admission of error, and 
an unreserved expression of regret, can be received by the GhoYemment 
as a sufficient apology. His Excellency, therefore, directa that Hit 
Highness t)ie >iawao Nazim do apologise in a way that ahall be 
satisfactory to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor for the afflnont 
ofl'ered (as His Excellency has decided) by His Highneas to the 
Representative of the British GK)vemment. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim feels, that it will ill become His 
Highness to dispute, or to s^em to cavil, with the decision of His 
Excellency in Council. Hi* Highness feels perfectly acquitted ta hit 
conscience of any thought of offence to the British Oov em tm em t, or to 
any Representative of the British Oovemment. His Hiehneaa hereby 
tenders his complete and unqualiBed apology for what has been held 
by the best authority to have been an amront on the part of His High- 
ness. His Highness feels that a serious error must hare been com- 
mitted by him, and His Highness asks of His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that this His Highnesses unqualified apology and unreaerved 
expression of regret be accepted. 

(Signed) Stud Munboob TJli.b». 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 27th January, 1862. 

This unfortunate affair led to an estrangement 
between the Nawab and the Agent Govemor-Oeneral, 
who up to that time bad supported the NawaVs 
claims ; and further, it brought about tbe second social 
matter referred to by the Nawab in His Memorial (Pkige 
329). His Higbness* Dewan, who is a clever Hindoo, 
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took advantage of the existing circumstances for exercising 
a degree of authority which he had not before done, and at 
last his acts became so intolerable that His Highness 
was forced to dismiss him from his service, which as his 
paid servant he certainly had a right to do. The Agent, 
however, thought otherwise and took the Dewan's part 
against his master. Some angry correspondence resulted, 
and at last the question was referred by the Agent to the 
Governor-General, who, while supporting his Agent, 
tacitly showed his disapproval of the action ho had taken, 
by removing him from his office with its large emolu- 
ments, and placing him in a much inferior appointment. 
This naturally irritated the Agent, who, unfortunately 
for the Nawab, ever afterwards showed himself inimical 
to his interests. 

I. 

On the 8tli June, 1861, the Agent Governor-General addressed the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on behalf of the Dewan Kajah Pro* 
sonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, against His Highness the Nawab ^^^azin^, 
and alluded to " the Nazim's suicidal estrangement from tmn," &c. 
Tlie Agent also wrote the following : — 

II. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel C. Mackenzie, Officiating 
Agent Governor- General, To His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, &c.f After Co^mpliments, 

2. Your Highness has frequently assured me that you prefin* plain 
speaking, and that when you do wrong you would be much obliged 
by my telling you so without circumlocution. X have done so in my 
last letter, and it ^pears firom the tone of your reply that it has 
made you angry. I can make every allowance for a feeling of irrita- 
tion, but I think Your Highness is bound to remember three things, 
viz., 1st, that in warning you against any particular line of conduct, 
I huvo only your interest at heart, the nature of which I understand 
better than yourself; and 2nd, that during the last three years you 
have, through my explanatiot^B to Government, in a great measure, 
rcgjiincd the position which you had lost, and acquired advantages of 
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no ordinary value and importance, on which joa had set jour hcut, 
and 3rd, that m) far as I ran see, jou should not now hare been in a 
woDio ]K>sition than that in which I found you, but for the untiztng 
industry, sagac-itv, and fidelity of Rajah Prosonno Naimin Deb 
Baluidoor, your l)ewan, bearing in niiud as I do, the numberieai 
tim(*« that you liave acknowledged to me that the Rajah is almost 
the only man near you whose opinion you respect, and in whom you 
can ])Iace txinfidence, I could not believe that your present estrsngf- 
mcnt from him emanated from yourself, and I, therefore, in oomiiKKi 
with all around you, attributed it to the ovil influence of Huquerm 
Abool Hosaiu. You say that you sent away this man with honour. 
Your Highness may have done this secretly, but at the time of his 
dismisiwl my worst impressions as to his chiuracter were derived bom 
Tour Highnesses representations. Moreover, it is -well known that he 
is a most unworthy )>er8on, and quite unfit to sit down in Your 
HiglintWs presence, far less to act as your Counsellor, seeing thst 
hiii only obj(H;t as a stranger and irresponsible adventurer must be to 
enrich himself at the ex|)ense botli of Your IIighness*s purse ind 
most vital interests. Nevertheless, it is, as I have often told Your 
Highness, your right to take the medicine of any physician you hare 
selected for yourself, yoiu- Begums and children : only let the physi* 
cian beware of interfering with public business, and thereby com- 
promising Your Highness's interests and dignity. 

3. Wlulo strongly objecting to the exercise of any pernicious in- 
fluence over Your Highness on the part of Her Highness the Nuwsb 
Begum, I have always been glad to encourage a filial feeling on your 

rrt towards her. Without dwelling on this rather delicate snlgert 
am liappy to be able to apprise Your Highness that the Nuvib 
Begum Ims informed me that she heartily concurs in all my views. 

4. I know that Your Highness possesses good sense and good 
feeling, but I also know that yoif have frtquentljf deplored to me, ikai 

facUitjf of dUpoaifiotty which makes it eatyfor arfful and imtricmiug 
person*^ especially your ot^Ti attendants, to impose on jfou for their 
own advantage. My object is now what it always has been, riz., to 
guard you from tlic mocliinations of such villains, and, to secure your 
interests and dignity as the Raia or chief of the Nizamut. But unless 
you listen to, and follow my advice, and the suggestions of your 
own better sense and feelings, disappointment must result to all parties 
concerned. 

I am, my Friend, 
Your Highness's Sincere Friend, 

(Signed) C. Mackenzie, 

Ofliciotnig Agent Govemor-QeneraL 
Berhampore, 

The 8th June, 1861. 



III. 

On the 18th June His Higlmcss the Nawab Nazim dismissed hit 
Dewan, and appointed Rajondra Narain Deb to manage his private 
afiiiirs, assisted by liis own two eldest sons. 
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IV. 

On the 11th June the Agent Governor- General wrote to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal: " I feel it my duty to support the 
Dewan against the ficklcnesa and unreasonableness and groundless 
dissatbfaction of the Nazim ; and I trust that I mjself maj look to 
similar support from the Lieutenant-Governor, or otherwise it b likely 
that the ^azim may be betrayed into blunders equally mischievous to 
liimself and vexatious to Government." And he further suggested 
that " an admonition from Government might bring His Highness to 
his senses." 

V. 

On the 24th June the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal wrote in 
reply, and expressed his regret at '* the coolness between His High- 
ness and his Dewan, and hoped that His Highness would soon restore 
the latter to the place in his confidence which his good conduct 
merits," but would not interfere in the matter. 

VI. 

On tlie 25th June the Agent Governor- General warned His High- 
ness that " he had no power to dismbs the Dewan without the per- 
mission of the Supreme Government," and that, in appointing Rajendra 
Narain Deb, " he knew he was breaking through a stringent regulation 
of Government, which enacts that he can neither correspond with nor 
receive any native of consideration nor any European whatever with- 
out the cognizance and consent of the Agent Governor- General." 
This regidation could not be so applied, for it was made for the 
benefit of the Nawab Nazim, " to protect him from intrigues." The 
Agent further wrote a series of letters to the Government, exprrasing 
his opinion as to the nature of the ofiice of Dewan, and also took up 
the Dewan*s case as a personal matter. 

VII. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Offi' 
dating Agent Governor -General, Moorsheduhadf to His 

HlQHNESS THE NaWAB NaZIM OP BeNQAL, &C. 

Berhiimpore, the 25th June, 1861. 

Mt Fbieio), — I have received the letter Your Highness has sent 
this morning by the hand of a Chobdar, and understand its oon« 
tents. 

Your Highness has yourself made it impossible for me to corres- 
pond with you officially in Persian, as the proper channel of business 
communications, viz., your Dewan is disowned for the present by you. 
Until, however, we receive the orders of Government, by which we 
must abide, I have no objection to receive letters from Your Highness . 
and to replv to them in English. I have no doubt that Mr. Browning 
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will he happy to render rou the 8or?ioe of reAcliiig mj letters, and of 
writing tho«e of Your HighneM. 

I mii9t conclude by once more adnsing Tour Highness to lemeraber 
that it LH honnurahle to confcM on error. I am sure that you feel in 
vour lu'urt that you hare done wrong. Do not think, because yon 
littTc, aOcr waiting for more than a month, forced me to import aD 
that hart taken plai*e to GoviTiiment, that I am your enemy ? I would 
Mill, if |X)^«8ihU^ extricate Your Highness from the difecolties into 
whidi wickinl men have ])lunged you. 

Let me usk one question. Did I fonake Your Highness when too 
W(>n> in diMtn'HH? Why nhoidd I forsake the Dewan, who is the be»t 
friend you ever liad, now that Your Highness, being deceived, is 
actini; townnU him with cnielty and injustice? I have too much 
recanl for him. fur Your Highnesses true interests, and for my own 
< h»rH(*ter niul cons<nentv to do any thing so base. 

I am, my Friend, 
Your Highnesses Sincere Friend, 
(Signed) C. Macksnzte, JjtetU.^CoL, 

Acting Agent QoTemor-QcncraL 



VIII. 

From His Hiohness the Nawab Nazibc op Bengal, 
<f*c., to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie^ Official' 
iny Aijent, Governor- General, Moorshedabad, 

Moorshedabad, 27th June, 1861. 

My Fbik.nd, — Your letter, dated the 25th of June, has reached me. 
I repH't that \ou ref\ise to receive any Persian k^tteri^ relatire to 
IXizaniut atliiin*, save through the handt* of my Inte I>ewau Raiah 
Prosuhuo Xaraiu Deb lialmdoor, whom, as you are aware I hare 
dii(niij4tii>d from otiiee. Your resolve vk-ill pluixge the Xizamut into 
ctnisidemhle ditlieuliies, uud ]>erhapt* 1 shall suffer, in addition much 
loss. Yoiu" Hu^^estion tluit 1 should ct)rres]>ond with you in £nirii$h 
through Mr. lJn>wniiig is quite impraetieable He is the tutor to my 
(•hildn*u, and has nut suflieient time at his disix>sal to carry on so 
voluminous a corre8jH)ndeiu*e as would necessarily derolve upon him. 
I liave an cllicient staff of Persian writers, and it is throuiirh them 
alone that I desire to corrt»spo«d on Ni/anmt affairs. 

You have informetl me that the dismissal of my Dewan rests not 
with me, but the Government. I have repeatedly written to vou for 
any documents that may be in your ]>osscssion establishing jour views 
Y'ou have, however, sent me no such {mpers, and I, therefore con- 
clude that I am in the right, and that I can dismiss for his misconduct 
or for incompatibility of temper any of my servants without any formal 
appUcation to Government. 

You mention tliat you luive reported the matter to Government. It 
is, perhaps, advisable, therefore, that I shall state my case to vou, it 
ii* sim])ly this : — 

My late Dewan (fire^t me ampie ca«x& of offence. I lose all mv con- 
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fidcneo in him, suspect him of malpractices, abolish his oiRce, and call 
ii])on him for an account of the large sums of monej, jewels and 
G^orcmment seciu^ties, that have, from time to time, passed through 
luA liands. I also demand i'rom him all papers and documents relating 
to tlic Nizamut which arc in liis custody. Ue does not reply to my 
communications^ and adds to all his offences^ by disobeying my 
orders. 

In this posture of affairs I am sorry to state that you, so far from 
(jiving me aid, side entirely with the late Dewan^ and now refuse to 
transact any business save through him. I sincerely wish that these 
matters could have been arranged without an appeal to Government, 
nut for my own sake, but for yours. For it has always been my aim to 
secure your good opinion, and, indeed, so far as possible, the goodwill 
and esteem of all with whom I am brought into contact. Should I 
suffer any loss througli yo\ir determination, and should any Taluable 
papers now in tlie possession of Kajah Prosunno ^iarain Deb be not 
eventually fortlicoming, to whom may I ask am I to look for reparation 
save to you, who are appointed by Government to watch over my 
interests ? I woidd ask you, therefore, once more to take the whole 
matter into consideration, and to let me know on what authority you 
say that I can neitlier appoint nor dismiss my Dewan. 

In conclusion, I request that you will be pleased to send me a copy 
of your representation to Government, that I may learn precisely its 
nature, at least so far as it affects myself. You will be ))lea8ed to 
submit this letter, and the rest of the correspondence in Persian and 
in En^li.sli on the question, since May last, to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) Syud Munsoor XJlek* 



Froin His Highness the Nawab Naztm. of Bsmoal, 
&c,, to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Offi- 
ciating Agent to the Governor^Genei^l. 

Mt FniEND, in continuation of my letter of the 27th ultimo, I beg 
to state, that, / need onfy be convinced that I have done wrong, and I 
shall most gladly confess my error, for in doing so, it shows a greatness 
of mind ; if by your supposing me to have done wrong, you allude to 
my dismissal of my Dewan, I freely open my heart to you in stating, 
tliat, / feel myself the party wronged against ; I always regard my 
servants as my children, and in that feeling passed over many causes 
of provocation which my Dewan has given me, and smiled at his 
sauciness and even insolence ; you cannot but be aware, how in many 
such instances I have pardoned him, and even dismissed some of my, 
old and faithful servants who happened to come in his way. 

But pampered by your indulgence and secure of your support, he 
entirely forgot his position, and attempted to be, and in fact became^ 
the sole master of the Nizamut, he would treat me as a child and 
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asnme over me ike power of a tmperior amihorii^, a eemaor^ a »pjf, aad 
a jailor ; to make me mcemtmb to hie will he would pluute kim»effmfu» 
his influence with the Ooremment and daunt tme u?iih threal*, and to 
give them the ^how of action, would, with audtxeious imjmdemee, hold 
forth before me letter* procured from jou (prirate and demi-oflkuD, 
ri«ph*te with nbuiteM and reproaches against wme ; he also sncoeeded in 
coeroiiif( mj serviints to regard him as the Nawab and abnolmtelg to dis' 
obe^ me. 

I tfliall not dingust ny feelings by dweUuig on the humiliaiimg pieiun 
of a master placed at the merry of a servani^ whose tenure of serrice 
deix'nds upon his will, but hasten to add that the late J>ewam mot only 
offended me hjf his orerbearing insolence and all absorbing amhiiion, 
but has lost all mg confidence. I liaxe strong ipnounds to beliere thst 
he has prosslft abused his trusty and that if the accounts be properlj 
examined, they would reveal startling facts. Promptitude ia absolutdT 
neccsMiry in making such revelations, but I decvplj griere to find thst 
ffou hare onljf in contravention to the solemn Jigreeukenl of 1894 
contested mif authority to dismiss my own servants, but imterdieted 
the Dewnn to render me an account which I hare called for, and which 
the hunger he delays to give mo the greater chance there is of my 
intere^t being injuretl. 

I am sure the just and humane British Oovemment would regnrd 
with antfthintj but pleasure your supporting my steward in his reloisl 
to render mc an account under any cireumstanocs, eepeeiallu u^kem Isss- 
pected him of misappropriating mg property. 

I cannot help remarking here tluit you have pained and orieoed sw 
by refusing to attend my Durbar according to custom on the day of the 
Eed festival, alth<ntgh asked by myself and the Nawab Xazir Darab 
Ally Khan, and you paid a visit on the afternoon qfthat verv doe to 
my late Detran. ^^ 

I recoil from the idea of hurting an innocent -rtttLry niuch less in 
rec<immenduig you to do so. Keeping apart mv suspicion of the 
official malf(>asance of Rajali Prosonno Karain Deb, his insolence and 
insvliordtHation are too potent to suffer me to see hie face again. 
In«ttciid of l)cing cruel and unjust as you suppose, X hare acted towards 
him as the most lenient and indulgent master. Ghod knows what 
efforts 1 hail to make, to command my temper in putting up with hit 
insults and to forget his faults. 

In conclusion, 1 reqiiest you will bo pleased to forward a oodt of 
this letter, as well as the accompanying letter, to the Honourable the 
Licutcnant-Qovemor of Bongal. 

1 remain, my Friend, 

Yours sincerelj, 

(Signed) Stud Munsoob Ui.le«. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 2nd July, 1861. 
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X. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Offi- 
dating Agent Oovemor- Oeneral, To His Hiohnesb the 
Nawab Nazim of Bengal, &c,, Berhampore^ the 28<A 
June, 1861. 

My Friend, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Your Highness's 
letter of the 27th instant, and in reply desire to remind Your Highness 
that it is not I who have put a stop to our official correspondence in 
Persian, but yourself, inasmuch as jou blocked up the only channel 
through which such correspondence can, in acconiance with the ar- 
rangement of Government, flow, namely, your present Dewan Bajah 
Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor. Your Highness requests me to ob- 
serve that you have dismissed the Dewan, and you wish me now to 
furnish you with copies of former Gkovemment orders respecting the 
appointment of, and power of dismissing that officer. Your Highness 
seems to forget that m despite of my warning that you have no power 
to appoint or dismiss a Dewan without the consent and orders of 
Govenmient, you have chosen to act independently in this matter £rom 
first to last. I can no more transact business with Your Highness in 
tlie Persian Department through any channel but that of your Dewan, 
tlian General Showers could receive Yoiu- Highness's Persian letters 
sent direct to him, and not through the Agent, for 1 am well aware of 
the secret correspondence which Your Highness has attempted to cany 
on with that gentleman and other persons, this being contrary, as 
you well know, to the express orders of the GK>vemor-G«neral in 
Council. 

2. I again, as the Representative of the Viceroy, bee to inform Your 
Highness that there never was a real Dewan appointea or dismissed bj 
any Nazim without the concurrence of the Agent. The only case in 
wliich a properly constituted Dewan was dismissed without the sanction 
of GK)vernment was that of Seeta Nauth. That transaction was con- 
cealed from Government by the Agent, and his death and that of the 
Kajah alone prevented a reversal of the irregularity. 

3. Allow me to point out to Your Highness that you are mistaken 
in supposing that 1 wish to carry on the business of the Nizamut with 
you in English. By referring to my letter you will observe that as an 
exchange of Enghsh letters between you and me is still possible, I 
suggested that occasional communications of that kind might take 
place. I mentioned the name of Mr. Brownine merely because I sup- 
posed that he would have no objection to help Your Highness, and 
because you might prefer his assistance, as that of an educated and 
talented gentleman, able and willing to perform a friendly office for 
you. 

4. As Your Highness*s fiat alone can no more dismiss Bajah Pro- 
sunno Narain Deb than mine could, he is still the Dewan Nizamut, 
and as such he cannot, with reference to the interests of Your High- 
ness, and his duty to you, to the Government, and to himself, hand 
over charge of the departments entrusted to him to the irresponsible 
men pointed out by Your Highness, and certainly not to Your High- 
ness's sons who are mere children. In this matter the R^jah has acted 
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hj my directions giren in presence of the N'awab Xazir Danb Alk 
Khan. 

5. Tlm)ughoiit the whole of this diMgreeable affair, the implnMiit 
ron9«iiifuct»H of which I hare been most anxious to arert from tju, 
Your HighnoM has total Iv overlooked the important fact, that' for 
the time licinp. anv Otllcial declaration proot*edinff from the Aeent 
carries with it tlie full authority of the Oovenior-CKMieral in Council, 
and tlint in dofvinjr the Agent you hare literally defied the Briti*h 
Govcninicnt. Your proi>cr mode of action oii^ht to liare been i«- 
piirit acffttifxrencf in all my Oflieial intimations (cren supponing that 
you did not cluHwe to ftilluw mv private friendlj coiinAeJ), and then 
to have patiently awaiteil the dmsion of GoTemnient who woul-l 
cert n inly Irnve attend«Hl to any reasonable appeal on the part of Your 
Highn«nw. 

I am, my Friend, 

Y'our Ilighness's sincere Friend, 

(Signed) C. Mackenzie, XtiVm/.-Co/., 

Ading Agent Governor- General. 



XI. 

From Ills Hiounesb the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
Ac., to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Ofi- 
ciaiing Agent to tfie Governor -General, 

Mt Friexd,— I Imve to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter, 
dated the 1H\\ ultimo, and, in reply, beg to state tTiat I 'do not see 
how 1 have put a stop to our otilcial correspondence in Persian. I 
am not nwnrc of any onlcr;* of Oovcnunent, which provide that the 
cluinnrl of IN'i^irtn <v»rrcspondena» of the Nizaniut, is the Dewan. 
If you allow oorasittnal com*H|><mdcncc in Kngli.«»h, 1 dq not under- 
stand why tljc same cann<»t be carried on in Persian and that as 
often as the Nizamut atlhin* require. 2ifr. Browning, ns tutor to mv 
children, can ill afl'oni time to become also my corresjHnideace writer. 
Comniunieati<inH in FIuKlish have always j)as«?d between nie and nir 
old friend and tutor Geneml Showers (in your time aa well a:« before 
it), with the assi^tantv of my late Dewan, Rajah Pn)fionno Xarain 
I>eb, hut as I cannot avail myself of the Kajah's assistance now 1 
com»»pond with the General in Pernian. With regard to the Xizaniut 
account!* wliich n<y late Dewan keeps l»ack under vour directions I 
have to wqut^st you will kindly recall this order, wliicii is sure to proVe 
detrimental to my intcrents ; and ask the Dewan to render the 
accounts, which is what 1 haye repeatedly called for. 

1 remain, my Friend, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Muksoob XJr-i.EE. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 6th Jidy, 1861. 
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XII. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c., to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Offi- 
ciating Agent to the Oovernor^Oeneral, 

My Fbiend, — I liaye to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, No. 
120, dated the 27th ultimo, with it« enclosure, and to request you will 
be pleased to send me particulars of the charges brought by Asian 
Khun against the late Dewan, as also a copy of yoiu* letter. No. 69, 
dated the 11th ultimo, alluded to in the letter of tlie Junior Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal for my inspection. 

I remain, my Friend, 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ullee, 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 3rd July, 1861. 



xni. 

No. 6. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c., to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Acting 
Agent Governor- General, Moorshedabad 

Moorshedabad Palace, the 3rd July, 1861. 
My Friend, — I have to request you will be good enough to intimato 
to the Collector of Moorshedabad, that my stipend for the future is to 
be paid on the receipt and seal of Coomar Rajcndar Narain Dob, 
whom I have appointed to the post of Madar-id-aham instead of 
Bajtdi Prosonno Narain Deb. An impression of the Madar-ul- 
Mahiim's seal is herewith enclosed. 

I remain, my Friend, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ullee. 



XIV. 
Extract from a Letter No, 132, dated 4iih July, 1861, 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, to His. 
Highness the Nawab Nazim op Bengal. 

Para. 3. In Your Highnesses letter you desire that intimation should 
be given to the Collector that your income should, for the future, 
bo paid to the receipt and seal of Coomar Raiender Narain Deb. 
Hitherto Your Highness's income ha? been paia to the receipt and 
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teal of ycmr preteni Detran Ba)ah Proeoniio Kandn Deb Bahadoor, 
and until I ivivive the orders of Gk>Temnient on the sabject^ it h 
iniiK)i!i>«ible for m >, with eTerr witfh to acoomznodbite Tour Hi^mm, 
to change the lu lal official channel. 

(Signe<3) Colin Mackehzib, 

Acting Agent GK>Ternor-GenenJ, Moorshedabad. 



XV. 

Extract of a Letter No. 6, daied July, 1861, from Hi« 
Highness the Nawab Nazim of BENaAi., Ac., to Libut.- 
Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Officiating Agent OovemoT' 
General, MoarsJiedahad, 

Prtra. 2. With reference to mv stipend, which jou reiiiae to amm- 
mcKlato me with ])onding the orcfers of Govemment, allow me to staU 
for your infonnution thut nij stipend, before thia, was on different 
iHH*asions ]mi(l to the receipt and seal of mj Treasurer, Baboo Ram- 
soouder Sein ; and I do not see how tou can object to the withdravil 
of my sti])eTKl by any person whom I choose to appoint. X reant h 
ohnerve that yov have of late assumed totrards »te am mn/Herndfy ioae 
frhich is hnrtful to my feelings and injurious to the imieresis of tie 
yizamuty which it is your dutjf to protect. Bj delajimr the isue 
of my' income you put me to the greatest inconTenienoe imaginaUf, 
particularly as tliis is Molionim time and all the inhabitanta vn 
TaJiadarSf or celebrators of the festival. By compeUing me to raist 
moneit on high interest to carry on the expense of the Nixamut and 
the Mohorum festivities, you subject the Nitantnt to a eomnderahU 
losSf for which I must look to you for reparation. 

(Signed) Syud Munboob XJlube. 

XXl. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c,, to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie AaeiU 
to the Governor-Geiieralf Moorshedahad, 

Palace, Moorshedabad, the 15th July 1861 
Mr Frient>, — I hare written to you twice for my stipend, and jour 
non-compliance with mj requisition has put mo and the people con- 
ne<*tiHl witli tlic Niznmut to great inconvenience, and driven me to the 
necessity of raising fUnds on high interest to meet the expenses of ths 
Ifizamut and the Festival. 

I remain, my Friend, 

Yours very sincerolj, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ullbe. 
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XVII. 

Extract from a Letter dated IQth July, 1861. 

No. 141 of 1861. 

From LiEUTBNANT-CoLONEL MACKENZIE, Actiiig Agent 
to the Oovemor- General, Moorshedahad, to His Highness 

THE NaWAB NaZIM OF BeNOAL. 

Mr Frikttd, — Par. 1. I beg to acknowledge Your Higbness's 
letter of yesterday's date, in which you complain that you suffer in- 
convenience because it is not in my power to authorise the payment of 
Your Highnesses income and other monies, except to the authorised 
receipt of your Dewan Kajah Prosunno Narain Deb Bahadur. 

2. I am sorry for this, but it cannot be helped until Your Highness 
chooses to retrace the false steps you haye, under ill advice, taken, or 
until I receive the orders of Government authorising me to comply 
with Your Highness's request. 

xvni. 

From LlEUTENANT-CoLONETi COLIN MACKENZIE, Offid' 

ating Agent to the Governor- General, Moorahedahad, to His 
Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal. 

Dated Berhampore, 4th July, 1861. 

My Fbiend, — I have the pleasure to aoknowledge receipt of two 
letters firom Your Highness of yesterday's date without any numbers. 

2nd. In one. Your Highness requests copies of certain papers sent 
by Government for the information of Bajah Prosonno Narain Deb 
Bahadur. I regret that I am not justified in complying with Your 
Highness's requisitions. Perhaps, lour Highness is not aware, that 
the object of Gt)vemment in handing over the documents in question 
to the Kajah is, that he may bring an action against Auslan Khan for 
libel, which, of course, the Bajah will do ere long, even though his 
long- established character for honesty and integrity cannot be affected, 
either in the eyes of Government, or of the numerous gentlemen in 
high office, with whom he has been connected, by the baseless slanders 
of disappointed and envious knaves and intriguers. 

4th. I beg once more to remind Your Highness that you are per- 
sisting in a course which involves great disrespect to, and defiance of, 
the British Gx>vemment, seeing that you have refused to listen to my 
official warning that you cannot dismiss your Dewan and appoint 
another (changed only in name but not in office) without the sanction 
of the GK)vemor-General in Council. Your Highness's present advisers 
are quite incompetent to the task they have undertaken, and are only 
striving to, as I have told you again and again, to aggrandise and en- 
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rich thciDselTet, eren though it inrolre tbe min of Your Higfanni nd 
the Nizainut of which you are Sait, 

I remain, mj Friend, 

(Signed) C. MACKsyziE, 

. Officiating Agent GoTemor-GenenL 

XIX 

From HiR Htqhnebb the Nawjlb N'azim of Bekoal, 
&c., to Lieutenant-Colonel O01.1N Mackenzie, Ofid- 
nthuj Agent Governor- General, Moorshedahad. 

Dated 6th July, 1861. 

My Fbiend, — I liare to acknowledge the r^eceipt of tout Iftter. 
dattnl till* 4t}i instant, and in reply beg to stat« vrith regard to Ui« 
mat tor of Autdnu Khan, whom Rajah Prosonno Narain intends to 
])n)«n»futc ere long for Iibt»l, you ought to hare, out of oourteey at kast 
fiiniishcd uic with dctaiU of the charges brought by one servant of tbe 
Nizninut agnini^t anotlier, cflpecially a« those chargoe concern the 'S\ar 
mut pn)])erty, nnd my knowing the merits of the case vould not haTf 
altered the position of the Rajah. 

2nd. In conclusion, I hare to request that, should you still diftr 
with mc with roj«i>ect to the points above mooted, jou will be good 
CMoii^li to 8ubinit thii* letter and the rest of our correspondenoe since 
May hut to llitf Honour the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 

1 remain, my Friend, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Stud Mxjnsoor Ullee. 

P. S. — 1 hep to remind vou that, you have not as yet complied 
with my requisition to HU|»ply me with a copy of your Representation 
ti) Govennnent to enable me to vindicate my character against anv im- 
)>utati(>n tlmt might have been cast upon it. 

XX. 

On the Oth July His IT ijjhncM invited the Agent to the Palace, and 
regretted n<»t having been able to vi<«it him at Berhampoi^ in con- 
sequence of indisposition. The following reply was sent :— 

XXI. 

Fsxiract from a letter dated 6th July, 1861 .• — 

No. 141 of 1861. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Acting 
Agent to Governor-General, to His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim op Bengal. 



Par. 3rd. If Your Highness supposes that I am, or have been, i 



in 



253 



any way actuated bj personal feelings daring the late unpleasant dis- 
cussions, jou are greatly mistaken. Of course the disreputable and 
intriguing ])er8ons, who, under the guise of loyalty and attachment 
to Your Highness, are rfoiitjr their best to effect your ruin^ and that of 
the Nizamut, will endeavour to persuade Your Highness to adopt 
the contrary opimon : but I greatly fear that unless Your Highness 
speedily shakes yourself free from such pernicious influences, you wiU 
regret it wlicn perhaps it is too late. Once more I solemnly warn 
Your Highness, and this in the spirit of a true friend, that it is in 
vain for you to expect me to set at nought the orders of the Govern- 
ment which I serve (and to which you are as amenable as men of 
inferior iimk) even were it not evident, that from first to last Your 
Highness has been miserably misled. 

5th. I am now compelled, with infinite regret, to apprise Your 
Highness distinctly that it would be impossible for me, under any 
circumstances J to receive you^ privately or publicly^ even were you 
disposed to come^ until tlie final orders of His Excellency the Viceroy, 
and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, arrive. 



XXII. 

On the 16th July the Agent wrote to the Lieutenant-Governor as 
follows : — 

" 1. In continuation of my Despatch No. 71, dated the 25th June 
last, I have tlie honour to state, for the information of His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that H. H. the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, up 
to the present time, persists in repudiating the authority of Govern- 
ment with regard to all tlie steps which he has lately taken, and in 
turning a deaf ear to my solemn warning and advice." 

" 3. He persists in thinking that, although he. is at Liberty to put 
aside my authority as Agent, yet that I can act independently of the 
orders and wishes of Government. One cause of great dissatisfaction 
to His Highness is tliat I have refused to allow money to be paid into 
his treasury except to the customary and authorised receipt and seal of 
the Dewan, Kajah Prosonno Narain Deb." 



xxni. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim op Benqal, 
&c., to THE HoNOUBABLE J. P. Gbant, LieutenauU 
Governor of Bengal. 

My Fkiend, — In my former letter, dated 2nd instant, I have 
already mentioned, for Your Honour's information, the reasons which 
induced me to abolish the office of Dewan, and make other arrange- 
ments for the management of the Nizamut's business. It is necessary 
that I should now state the causes which led me to with^tiw my con- 
fidence from the late Dewan. 

2. In 1853, Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor applied for the 
place of Dewan Nizamut, and obtfuned it, upon the recommendation 
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of Colonel G. H. Maomgor, the then Qoremmeiit Agent. I lepoiei 
implicit confldenco in niin, veeted him with such powen from tine li 
time M hi» ^)Ositiun required, uid msde him Taluable present! on drva 
octtMions ; lu i»hort, never wtu a tervami treated with greater kiadaea 
than Kujsh Prononno Norain ; 6«/ tAe ret mm which I gctforaUikm 
far ours is tckat no aerrani eeer naade to his naaster. 

3. Fur Mnie time after his appointment Rajah PiOMnno Sak 
diM'lmrged his duties to my satisliiction ; but his zeal mas AotiAitd; 
it teas tucceeded by an intaiiahte passion to a^^amdize himseifat m 
exjfense. 

4. Vain of his absolute authority orer the Nizamut, seemrt t]^ 
Agenfa amppori, and believing orcrjrthing to be within his n^fc, 
kif aooH forgot hia position and became unsteady, ocerbeariag, ad 
iuaotent. I attempted to correct kim b^ good amnsei. but tntkd 
aufit-aa. 

5. I will nn«t allude to thoee drcumBtaiioeey trifling as ther IR, 
which M to a miaunderatanding, in creating which anw JDeacan^ j?^ 
Prosonno Narain, had not an inaignijicant share. 

(). On tlio 14th of Mav last a message was brought to me that ik 
A cent , with some of his friends, intended to call at the Palace. 1 1« 
then \\\i\\^ at Jloomayoon Munzil with my family, and on the piervoi 
day litul taken phyrtic, in conse<iuence of which *I felt yery weak: asi 
when the notieo arrived I was labouring under a severe attack of head* 
ache. I hud every wish to see the Asent, notwithstanding my iwi*- 
]K)sition ; Init us the day advanced, and I felt more and mora nnva!, 
and the fli:»tance between mj Palace and the Munzil exceeded tn 
miles, 1 WU8 eompi'Ued to forego the pleasure of meeting the Agent, » 
wlioin a messuge of my inubilitv to come was accordingly sent. Ikii 
slight a4*eident, over which I nad no control, was magnified into i 
si*riou8 olFence und ])orsonal slight ; and the Agent, insteod of folkywiBC 
the (lii'uti's of his own sense, evidently listened to the counsdf of 
designing men when he wrote the Persian letter, of which the accom' 
panning is a copy (uuirked A). In this letter the Agent mates naeaf 
auch iHsidting terma to me aa ill become the representatire of ^ 
Britixh Ooremment, I regretted much that the simple ciicumstance 
should have caused such ditfen*nco of feeling, and ogTered am amaU 
apolvgg (ulthough I was then smarting under the gratuitous reflectiou 
of the Agent) for the disupi)ointment of which 1 was the innocent 
ca\ise (rule my Persian letter, dat<xi the 2l8t May, marked B). The 
A irent was not sutisfled witli my explanation, as the following extract frvm 
his letter, (bttnl the 8th June, will show: "I cannot but accept xht 
a]M)logv contuintxl in your letter, and regret the severity of Yonr 
ili^hness's sufTerings as you deiMrribc them. But the fact lemaiiu, 




tbe 

oiden 

to your oflicera as will prevent a repetition of the t^ppearance qf dit- 
reaped to the reprtsscntutive of Ilis Excellency the Viceroy." 

7. Now from this it is clear tliat the Agent is not pacified.. I reallj 
do not comprehend how und in what way he expects the message, ll 
wa.H sent by nie through Nnwab Nuzir Darab Ally Khan, yvho is aVerr 
ri-*p;'<tuble ofticer of my C'oiirt, and ho commumcated it to the Agent. 
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Tliat this trifling occurrence still rankles in the mind of the Agent is 
evident from the tone of his letters, both Persian and English, which 
he has written to me since, as also from the circumstance of hb having 
refused to attend mj Durbar on the occasion of the Eed festival, 
although personally asked by the Nawab Nazir Darab Ally Khan, and 
written to by myself. I cannot help mentioning here, that out of 
respect to the Agent, I stopped the holding of the Durbar on that 
day ; but the Agent, I regret to say, returned the compliment by 
passing that very evening in the house of my late Dewan. 

8. But there are other more direct and substantial proofis of the 
Agent's bias against me, a bias which I owe not to any dereUction 
or omission on my part, but to the machinations of my Dewan. 

9. I shall now describe a proceeding, the result of a conepiracy, 
which I am sure cannot but disgust your Honour. Rajah Prosonno 
Narain Deb procured a private letter m)m the magistrate, Mr. Cocke- 
rell, to the address of the agent, copy of which is appended (marked C), 
for which the latter thanks his favourite in his private letter (markedD). 
The magistrate exhausts all his armoury of threats ; he would punish 
me with the imposition of income tax, the jurisdiction of the police in 
my killa, with no immunity from the Arms Act, and the various im- 
defined marks of the displeasure of Government. The huqueem 
(native physician in my service) is assumed to be a hudmash, a term 
with wmch it is now tne fashion to brand a person whom one wishes 
to crush in the absence of any definite charge to lay against him ; 
other persons are mixed up with him whom the Dewan would see 
ruined. 

10. Some letters are then addressed by the Agent to Kajah Pro- 
sonno Narain, apparently private and in confidence; but, as the 
sequence will show, with the view of insulting me^ through the Dewan, 
magnifying his importance in my eyes and overwheLming me with 
stormy throats. The Dewan sends me these letters, the copies of 
which are herewith annexed (marked D, E, F, G-, H) ; in one of them 
the Agent speaks of his being sick of my '* folly and evasions ;" in 
another he calls me *' the foolisn and ungrateful Nazim ;" in the post- 
script of a third he asks of Prosonno Narain for the marriage contracts, 
and adds, contrary to good breeding, " I trust no forgery may be 
attempted, as that is transportation ;" so much for abuses and insults ; 
then there are threats imminient, and future, defined and vague, in the 
execution of which Rajah Prosonno Narain is to take more or less an 
active part ; thus, in one letter the Agent says he '* he thinks of going 
down to Calcutta to hold a talk with the authorities there touching 
the Nazim ;" in another, " To-morrow I shall take the business up. 
I agree with Mr. Cockerell's letter to me, and thank you for it. / 
shall be glad to see you in the afternoon^ and to talk to you about the 
step you contemplate. The Nazim is fast justifying Lord Dalhousie's 
treatment of him, and inviting fresh punishment &om Gk>vemment ;" 
and, to crown all, it is made out that I have ** insulted Government 
and trifled with him" (the Agent), and then he throws his aegis over 
his prot^g^ by telling him, " Do you be pleased not to trouble your- 
self." 

11. Whoever dreamt that a descendant of the Nuwab Meer Ma- 
homed Jafier Khan, than whom a more staunch ally to the English is 
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not to be found in India, would be subjected, for the sake of one of b; 
own ^4'rvllnts, to Bucli do^ptidation, after all the rights, priTilfgn. tad 
ininuinitior*, wliidi tlie naid Nuwab, Meer Jafler, and hu defcendintc, 
IiimI oiijii\im1. 

l:f. I tiwo oil thij» to Kajah Prosonno Narain and to the blind ptf* 
tialitv i>f tilt* Agent fur him. I winkoil at Rajah Pnwionno Nanic* 
ftiult!>, l)iit )u' ttHik an iinfiiir ad van ta^p of mv indulgence. Hr dtf* 
nii-^^i-d niont of nivukl nnd faithful ser^'ants, and reinstated thosewhoa 
I liavc tiiriii'd out ; he dir4|XH<Hl of pla(i*s without mj knowledge, u^ 
eonunittrtl a M'ric;* of im'in>lArititMf, for which the several departmn:* 
oi'tlic NtJiaiiuit hnvo fiilK'n*d aMisidenible iiyurv. 

13. Kcportr* of t-MonmiH* itpoNfitions itf mjf Jetcels amd other pr(h 
pfrftf httrr^ from fiinf to time^ been hroutfht agaitktt the I)tKaik,\f^ 
wliii'li. fur want of !4iiiliri('nt e\identv, I could not entertain. P^^ 
Donnn Nantiii (frrtrjnim lujf frea*Htirif lnn/r»ut9i* of tHonry on diffemi 
ot'cttsiiinx, f«>r ilio )HiriK»M' of pun-huning Ooveniinent Seeuritit>,«i 
Hi'OMint of wliich, liouerer, he \\af^ not vet 8ubniitt<.Hl to mo. althoufii 
fri't|uriitlv 4*a}leil u|»on to do !<o. 

1 I. The Na\«ah Nuzir ]>»nit> Allv Khan Duliadoor did, on M*T«fnI 
oi-i-asion?«, tftniiimt fnmi Pri»Miiiiio Nuruin, both Torballv and inwritist 
a rfvtifffj't*r f/t* Junh. ifi>U^ and silrer artirlfs (tlio propertv of lb« 
Ni/annit) uliich lie liuJ, frL>ni time to time, taken from him, but ri/i* 

IT). TIio n'lu'titiiUH of itNrh mTnsatioNs pro<»eo<ling fi\>ni differeat 
fpiurters (fi(t nut Jail to exrUe a ftttt-ui xnxpicion in Mjf minj, and M 
lumf as h*' ilot-* not rr-mltr antf avcuunt ofkh atr&rtirdship^ 1 have ereij 
reaMdii to ('(iiniihtiii of liit* iiiiiduct. J^ruH.mno Xnrain v^ba sereral timM 
(|ue«>tioiieil !>\ nie a» to thv dhfmsat of the moniejt, altove alludtKl to, 
but hr a/irin/.s f'ltilttt nic dif ;iiriii(f rihfite refdies. "When constraiiwJ 
hv all thi>e eiriMiin>tanee'», I dispensed with \na s^Tviccs. and eall^ 
upon hini, h\ u written ]>wrwannah, duteil the llHh of June Uk^t, whiii 
wa-i rcpeati'd on tlie 21tli ultimo (e<ipieH of both purwannahd ait 
niine\r(l, marked I, tl). to rtMuler me an aeeount of all the iKfunijin 
tran>ai-tiiiiiH tlmt had p:is.«etl tl)n>ii^h liin haiidx. />«<• nuticr of hii 
dhcharife from mti strrtcf^ and the rail for the *«'bmMsioit of at 
account, irere t/ireu to fhf Agent, but the result is the following repli 
from him utxh^r whieh the Dewun seeniH to hn\e taken shelter : 

1«). •• Ar* Your lIighnes.s'H tiat alone can no more dismiss Rajah Prx) 
htuino Niiniin Deh tlmn mine could, he is rtiJl tho Dewan Ximniut 
uiiil a!< Hueli Af r^/ofo/, with reference to the interent of Your High 
ne-n, and his ilutv to you, \o the Government and to hinis<df, ham 
over chanif of the depart men ft ent rusted to him to tlie irresiton.sibl 
mm pointed out by Your Highness, and certainly not to vour llii'h 
iios'r. mujfi, who are men» children. In this matter the Hafak ha 
actfd hii mtf direction j^iven in pn»»ence of tho Kawab ^azir UAral 
Allv Khatj.- 

17. The A^ent has not only eneou raged the Detcan not to render ai 
account if mtf prop^rt^v, hut hm ^oiie to the length of putting a stoi 
to my IVr-^ian eorrt»;«jK.»ndem'e witJi him. lie sa\s in his letter date! 
:2:itIi*Ji.ne, ist;i :— * • 

IH. " Your Hi^lnu^sH has ma<le it imposiiible for me to convsponc 
w.t'i you otficially in Persian, as the proper channel of business com 
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munications, viz., your Dewan is disowned for the present by you. 
Until, however, we both receive the orders of Government, by which 
wo raiist abide, I have no objection to receive letters {rom Your High- 
ness, and to reply to them in English." 

19. Your Honoi\r is aware that the Persian is my language and the 
language of the Nizamut. I have thus been deprived of the privilege 
of representing my views in my own tongue; that under an en- 
lightened Government is not denied even to a felon. How far this 
prohibition has proved disadvantageous to me, it is impossible to give 
you an adequate idea. 

20. To the Agent's kind interference I owe another unpalatable 
boon. Not content with disputing my authority to dismiss my own 
servant, the Agent has of late refused to pass my stipend on the 
ground that the same can be alone paid to Rajah Prosonno Narain 
Dob, and not to any otlier person whom I choose to appoint for the 
purpose (vide letter marked K). I would Hke to ask the Agent 
wlietlier, on jjrevious occasions, tlie stipend was not paid by my cash- 
keeper? If so, what could be the motive, except that of putting me 
to trouble and expense for the sake of his favourite, that induced the 
Agent to keep back my stipend ? 

21. The Agent, in his zeal to serve Rajah Prosonno Narain, is be- 
traying hunself into acts which I am sure your Honour will construe 
rigiitly. 

22. Because by virtue of the expUcit authority of the solemn agree- 
ment (which, as far as I know, does not contain any prohibitive clause) 
/ have dismissed my own servant and desired him to render me an 
account, under suspicion of his having abused his trust, because I have 
ent«.>rtained in my service Huqeem Abool Hossain under the sacred 
right of a prince to select his own physician, whose treatment has been 
very successful in my family, and who, like every man, has a right to 
be considered honest unless otherwise proved, am I to be treated as I 
l»ave been ? Surely, my unswerving allegiance to Her Most Excellent 
Britannic Majesty, my loyalty so often acknowledged and rewarded^ 
never merits such maltreatment at the hands of the representative of 
His Excellency the Viceroy. 

23. I appeal to your Honour, whom I look upon as my judge, my 
advocate, and my friend. For the Agent sides with my dismissed 
servant — a servant whose face, come what may, I have sworn not to 
sec again. To whom can I look for advice and help but to that 
Government which regards me as the representative of its old and 

faithful ally I Upon your flat depends the protection of my interests 
and the sustenance of my honour, which I hold dearer than life, 

I remain, my friend, 

Yours most sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoor Ullee. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 17th July, 1861. 

P.S. — In addition to the letters above adverted to, I take the hberty 
to append the rest of my correspondence (18 in number) with the 
Agent, relative to the question now before your Honour, to come to a 
riglit understanding of my case. 
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XXIV. 

From His Hiqhness the Nawab Nazim of Bnroii, 
Ac,, to The Honourable J. P. Grant, Lieutenati- 
Governor of Bengal. 

Palace, Moonhodabad. the ISth JuIt, 1S61. 
Mt Frtend, — The Agent to the Goremor^Gtsneral haring viifa- 
held from mo a oopr of his representation to GK>Temment, toocbiaf 
the dinmiMal of the Dewan Nizamut, I hare to reque^ Your Hoiuwr 
will ortler a copy of the said representation to be given to me frr*e 
Tour oiBce to enable me to ast^rtain mj position and juatifr rnvselt c 
necessBrr. 

• 

I remain, mj Friend, 

Your* rery sincerely, 

(Signed) Stud Mijnsoob Ullu. 



XXV. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bevgii, 
&c., to Lieutenant-Colonel Coltn Mackenzie, A^ 
to the Governor- General, Moorshedahad. 

Paru. 2nd. \ou have more than once taxed me for listening totbe 
couiiHel of "disreputable persons and intriguers." Mav I ask tou 
their names ? I am not aware of liairing any but honest and honour 
able men about me, and if vou know of any person who deserves the 
epithets above quoted, I shall be obliged by your enlightening me 
witliout delay. 

3nl. I have to assure you that I follow nobody's counsel but mf 
own, and if ever I was mi!*lod, it was by my late Dew*an. 

•kh. 1 really do not understand how you have made out that I 
expected you " to set at naught the orders of the Gk>vemment whki 
you serve. 

5th. If the explanation which I gave you, for not meeting vou on 
the occasion of your last visit to my Palace does not satis-ifv voil, I can 
only nay that I am extremely sorry for it, and your attempt to make ii 
a Government cause will, 1 doubt not, prove futile, for I would be 
insulting that august bodv wlio rule the destinies of India were I ti) 
sup{>ose them capable of viewing the matter in the same liirht ss 
you do. 

6th. You have been once a sincere friend to me, and our present 
difference of feeling will, 1 am sure, cease to exist when the cause of 
our dispute, namely, the Dewan, is finally remove<i by orders of 
Government. 

7th. In conclusion, I have to request you will be pleaded to forward 
copies of this letter, and the one under notice, to the Honourable the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

I remain, yours sincer^y, 

(Signed) S\ud Munsoob Ulleb. 

J*iilacc, Moorsliedabad, 
The 18th Julv, 1861. 
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XXVI. 

From His Hiqhness the Nawab Nazim op Bengal, 
Ac, to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Offi- 
cmting Agent to the Governor-General, Moorshedabad. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 23rd Jidv, 1861. 

My Friexd. — I have to bring to voiir notice that the olRce table, 
use«l by the late Dcwau Nizamut, has been assailed in ditlerent places 
bv wliite ant-*, and unlcjo the drawers are opened and the contents 
examined (and this can alone bo doTie by the Dewan who has the 
keys), I have every reason to fear the valuable documents which the 
table is si»id to contain will suffer material injurv. 

2nd. I have to add that tlie Dewan lias in his custody keys of 
eetain Almindis, Chests, «S:c., appertaining to the office, and con- 
taining important ])apers, which also ought to be examined. 

3rd It is expect^nl that you will make the necessary arrangements 
to ensure the safety of the i)aper8 in question. 

4rh. I beg to state further that agreeably to instructions conveyed 
in the letter of the Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 
1 1th September, 1852, the then Government intimates to me in the 
Persian letter, date<l the 16th September, 1852, that it is not the in- 
tention of tlie Governor-General to interfere in the appointment or 
di>missal of the Nizamut servants, but it is necessary that the Agent 
shoidd report to Government the appointment or dismissal of such 
superior Officers as the Dewan Nizamut. 

5th. In conclusion I request you will be good enough to send an 
early reply to this letter, and forward a transcript of the paragraph 
4th, for the information of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. 

I remain, mv Friend, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoor Ullee. 

XXVII. 

On the 30th Jidy, 1861, tlu; Agent wrote to the Lieutenant- 
Governor on behalf of the Dewan, and forwarded the Dewan's Peti- 
tion to Government. 

XXVIII. 

On the 2nd September, the Agent wrote to His Higlmess about 
the Nizamut accounts, and received the following reply. 

XXIX. 

From His Hiohnbbs the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
<fcc., to Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Mackenzie, Acting 
Agent Govemor-Chneraly Moorshedabad, 

Mr Friend, — Yon are aware that, under vour own instructions, m? 

* 8 2 
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Ute Dewan, Riyah Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, has in his Veepiaf 
all the chestd and boxes containing the Nizamut aoooanU and otttf 
])tipers, and that I hare on severaJ occasiona aolicited jou to order 
him to render them up to me, as my affairs haTC been brought tot 
t>tand-!<till fur want of tliose papers, bat that jou have not beat kind 
enuuKli to favour me with an? reply to my address on the tabject, 
nor hiiM the Rajah Prosonno Narain surrendered to me the pspm- 
You will, thcn^fore, no doubt see that, under these circumstuoei. 
that if), M> long as Kajoli Prosoimo Narain retains the custodjofmj 
pa{M>R4, and in consequence I am debarred from access to them, it ii 
ini]x>M(ible for me to mny into eiTect the orders of the Bengal Got<t5- 
nient an communiciited to me in jour letter No. 166 A., dated the 
2nd instant, w I will be unable to compare the statement now fst 
wanied to me with my own accounts. 

I Ih*^ to solicit you will he kind enough to submit a copy of tbii 
letter to Ilia Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal widi lis 
riew of apprifiin^ His Honour of the reasons which preclude mefroa 
ot>eying his orders with that de:»patch with which he requires it sboald 
bo done. 

I remain, mj Friend, 

\ours sincerely, 

(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ulleb. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 4th September, 1861. 



XXX. 

On the 4th September, His Highness wrote to the Agent ia* 
c|uinng about the Berah Festiyal, and not reoeiring a reply, wrote 
again. 

XXXI. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c, to Lieutenant-Colonel C. Mackenzie, Agent Go- 
vernor' General y Moorshedabad . 

Palace, Moorshedabad, the 11th September, 1861. 
My Friend, — On the 4th instant, I did mjsolf the honour of ad- 
dressing JOU a letter, and tlien sent Darab Allj Khan Bahadoor to 
wait upon jou with a verbal message communicatinj^ that the Berah 
festiTal would take place on the 12th. The Khan Bahadoor infonned 
mo on his return that jou would favour mo with a written answer on 
the subject. Up to this moment, however, I have not received it. I 
beg, therefore, to inform jou that 1 have postponed the celebration <^ 
the festival till Thursdaj week, the 20th September, and hope to hear 
£rom JOU on the matter within that time. 

I remain, mj Friend. 

Yours sincerelj, 
(Signed) Syud Munsoor Ui.i.ee. 
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XXXII. 

After a lengthy correspondence on yarious quefltions relating to His 
Highness' Dewan, and other matters, the Agent received the follow- 
ing communication on the 17th January, 1862 : — " It is not the inten- 
tion of the Governor- Oeneraly in Council^ that Lieutenant- Colonel 
Mackenzie should resume charge. He is directed to abstain from all 
further interference in Nizamut affairs. The grave doubts of His Ex- 
cellenct/ in Council as to Colonel Mackenzie's unfitness for the position 
he now holds have been already recorded, and the present correspond- 
ence clearly shows that any hope of his ever obtaining a salutary influ- 
ence over the Nazim is out of the question." 

XXXIII. 

(No. 406.) 

Fram the Secrbtabt to the Government of India, 
with the Goyebnob-Genebal to the Secbetaby to the 
Government of Bengal. 

Dated, Simla, 6th July, 1863. 
Sib, — I am directed to reply to your letter, No. 1158, dated March 
11, reporting on the Petition of Kajah Prosonno Narain Deb, Baha- 
door, Dewan, Nizamut of Moorshedabad. 

2 The points on which a report was called for by his Excellency the 
Viceroy and Gk>vemor-General were four : — 

1st. Attempts on the part of the Nawab Nadm to deprive 

the Dewan of his official residence. 
2nd. Non-recognition of the Dewan*8 official title by the 

Nawab Nazim. 
3rd. The Dewan, being depriyed of the management of cer- 
tain pensions and certain tomb payments, which are a 
charge on the Nizamut funds. 
4th. The Dewan being accused of delay in rendering the 
Nizamut accounts. 
3. On the first point, the following appear to be the facts of the 
case. When the house was erected, the understanding was that the 
Dewan was to have it as long as he continued to exercise the functions 
of Dewan. The land on which the house was built belonged to the 
Nizamut, and not to the Nawab Nazim, but there were some ruined 
buildings on it wliich the Nawab Nazim bought with his own money. 
The house itself was built from a grant of Rs. 7,000. from the Nizamut 
Fund, and from old materials, to which the Nawab Nazim added some 
money from his own pocket, on the understanding that when the 
Dewan ceased to use it, the house was to become available for one of 
his sons. After the quarrel with the Dewan, the Nawab Nazim tried 
to oust him, but the Bengal Government decided that, as the house 
was required for the use of the Dewan Nizamut, it could not be 
vacated. After this decision the Nawab Naz^n appealed twice to the 
Agent Governor-General, offering to repay aU the money spent from 
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tho Nizaiiiut Fuud in the buikiiiig and rejiair of the botue. But as 
the Niiwab Nazim laid claim to the house on the the ground thit it 
watt built for one of his sons, an awcrtion which the Agent ooukl wt 
for a inoinont admit, tho matter wan allowed to drop. 

•t. The Lientenaut-Govemor has not favoured His EioeUcncv tk 
Viceroy witli any opinion on tlie mubjrt-t. The Dewan, bowerrr.**' 
cupieti the hiUK-'O under the orders of the Bengal Go veniment« andbv 
aright to ox |MH:t protection from being either ousted or molested !■ 
its (Krcu)mtion. Thi» ipte^^tion is distinct from any proposition <m tk 
part of tlio Nuwub Nitzim to secun^ an indi»put4ftble title to tbe 
prenkiH's, by paying wlmt tho house cost the ^icamut Fund, Tke 
otier of the Nawal) Na/.im to repay the amount ex}>ended firom iht 
Nizamut Fund wm in itself an aumi^siun of the woakiiesa of his cbim 
But it '\A not clear to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-Ge- 
neral on what conditions the Nawab Nazim contributed towards th« 
eipcuHt* of the con^t ruction of the house. Tlie matter is one which, 
under prosi'nt circuni>tan(*c:i>, should not Yk* allowed to drop, but tbonlii 
Ihj cleariMl uj>, and i/ir AViicai Nazim* s ciaim^ to whatever exteutii 
may f'xixt, hf cleartif jjrured, and should befuli^ 9aii*fied. 

5. \i< rcixjinis the non-rccogniti<m of the official title of Dewia 
Ni/aniut. held by Kajah Prosimno Narain Deb, Major Thomson report! 
that the Nawab Xa/.ini had in several lettari* spoken of the DevtB 
Nizannit as the A^iMit's Dc\% an, but the Agent wa^ unwilling to notioe 
what he thought was not intended as an affront. But at l—t.^ od 
rtH'oiving a lotl«'r in which the Nawab Narim spoke with disrespect la^ 
disfruxf of the Dowan, he, ou Ist DiKH.'mber, 1862, wrote to the Nawifc 
Nazim, in.tisting tliat, in ollicial corres))ondeuee, he would write of the 
Rajah as the Dowan Nizanmt. He reporta that ever since then tbe 
Nazim has given the Dewan his proiK^r title, and the Dewan neve 
iM>ni])lainod to tlie Agent officially on the subject. 

Hut I am to iwiint out that when the memorial of the Dewan Nizft- 
niui uos submitted to Ooveniment on 20th November, no steps hid 
iH'on t4ikon by tlu* Agent Governor-General to seciure the recognition (^ 
the Kajairs title. MortH>ver, in the month of August, the Nawtb 
Na/.im liad written to tho Agent a much stronger letter than thit 
whicli failed forth tho Agent's remon.«»tranee of Ist Deeembt*r, and is 
that letter wrote of the bowan with tlie most studied inaolenee as the 
••ex-Dowan," and "your Dewan," and charged )iim with forgeir. It 
was tho Agent's duty to have remonstrated against that letter and to 
have ])rotei'ted fnmi gross insult an oflieer who possessed the oonfidenoe 
of Government and with respect to whom the orders of GK>vemmeitf 
were, "tho Govomor-(JeneraI in Council will not allow His Higfaness 
another op)>ort unity of treating with injustioe and oontumelv a high na- 
tive oiricer a])pointed with the sanction of Government and still possess- 
ing its confidence.*' It is further to be remarked that the Nawab N Vy^" *« 
reply to Major Thomson's letter of 1st December expressed no intention 
of recognising the Dewan's title, but merely repeated his stiong oUec- 
tion to receive messages through Rajah Prosunno Narain Deb Bahadoor 
in private matters, and his intention to attend to tho Ajront's wisha in 
these matters, and to conduct his private aifairs himsoff, if the Agcoi 
would corr»*spond with him direct. Morover in the fourth PfetfagTaph 
of hi« fre^h memorial to the f^fccretary of State, dated l5t Dceembrr, 
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-vrhich notwithstanding the remonstrances of the Agent GoTemor- 
General, the Nawab ^zim has refused to modify, the Nawab Nazim 
again talks of the Dewan Nizamut as the ex-Dewan- 

You will, therefore, instruct the Agent to the GK)vemor-(>eneral to 
inform the Nawab Nazim that, in future, all letters from His Highness 
will bo returned unanswered in which, when writing of the Dewan 
Nizamut, the Nawab Nazim does not give that officer his proper title 
of Dewan Nizamut, or gives him any other title. 

6. The third point on which a Report was called for was the transfer 
of the management of certain pensions and tombe from the Dewan 
Nizamut to the Nawab Nazim. It is nowhere distinctly stated what 
these pensions, &c.. are. But so far as His Excellency can gather 
from the papers before him, tlie pensions appear to be what are called 
the Akrobah, and the Tombs appear to be the Tombs kept up in 
memory of the family of Aliverdi Khan, and the charge on both 
accounts appears to be on the Nizamut Fund, and not on the Nawab 
Nazim's personal stipend. Up to 1848 the Nawab Nazim seems to 
have had some voice in their management, but owing to frauds then 
practised, and the non-report of many lapsed pensions, their distribu- 
tion appears then to have been limited entirely to the Dewan. His 
Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor, appears at first to have considered 
their distribution a part of the Dewan's duties, under the orders of 
14th January, 1862, for in March of that year, when certain peti- 
tioners asked that their pensions mieht be distributed through the 
Nawab Nazim instead of through the Dewan, and suggested that they 
should be paid through the Agent's office. On this His Honour, the 
Lieutenant-Gt}vemor, ruled that their distribution should be left to the 
Nawab Nazim. 

The facts have been gathered from remarks scattered over the cor- 
respondence. In the Keport now before His Excellency, the Viceroy 
and Governor-General, no grounds whatever are given for the decision 
that the distribution of the pensions ^ &c., should he left to the Nawab 
Nazim. His Excellency, however, is of opinion that the best course 
which Government can follow in its dealings with the Nawab Nazim, 
is to adhere strictly to the principles laid down in the orders of 14th 
January, 1862, unless they shall be modified by Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment. The private affairs of the Nawab Nazim, and the Nizamut 
affairs, should be kept entirely distinct, and the responsibility for the 
administration of the latter should in the first instance rest on the 
Dewan Nizamut. If, therefore, as His Excellency supposes, the ex- 
pense of the pensions and Tombs referred to are chained to the Nizamut 
Fund, and not to the Nawab Nazhn's personal stipend. His Excellency 
requests tiiat the administration of them, ana of all expenditure 
similarly charged, may be restored to the Dewan Nizamut, who cannot 
be relieved of any portion of responsibility attaching to him under the 
orders of 14th January, 1862. 

7. On the fourth and last point, the alleged delay in rendering the 
accounts, the Dewan had explained : — 1st. That, as he could not go in 
person to the palace, he, with the concurrence of the late Agent, the 
Magistrate of Berhampore, and the Nawab Nazim himself, sent Mr. 
Vivian, the superintendent of buildings, with an English writer, to 
deliver over the accounts to Messrs. Knott and Montriou on behalf 
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of the Naxim ; but after some of the papers bad been exmmiwd 
Mc8»nt. Knott uiul Montriou raised objections, and Mr. Vivian wa» »o 
diik*<>urteou8ly treated that he refused to go back again. 2nd. That 
then'aftor the Nazim went to Calcutta, and of course the accoonu 
could not then be niade orer. 3rd. That the I>ewan next emplojed 
an attorney, Mr. Judee, to make over the accounts ; but as the chat 
was sealiHl with the Nazim's own seal, affixed after tbe Dewan had 
be<»n preclud«*<l from acceiM* to the pa^iers, Mr. Knott would allow no 
one hut the Dewan, or some one on his part, to break the seal, and 
Mr. Jud^^ was of opinion that this could not be done. 4th. That 
when at last the Bengal GK>Temment ordered tbe boxes to be made 
over in presence of the Ajs^ent, Mr Knott commenc^ed by laying hehn 
the AgiMit a box, and alleging that the Dewan bad abstracted tbe 
Agreement of 1834, yet that agreement was found in its proper pla« 
in thin very box ; that Mr. Knott charged the Dewan with the res^wn- 
sibility for si'veral mitring accounts, vet these were afterwards found 
iti the palaces but when so found Mr. Knott asserted that ike wignatmrt 
of approval on them wcu not genuine. 

With re5j>eot to these complaints, Uis Excellency desired a report to 
be Hubniitted *' in t)ie accusations made with respect to delay of 
accounts and non-production of papers which it would seem were 
found to be in their proper place." The Agent Governor- Qeneral, 
however, touches upon no single point which it was important should 
be fullv entered into. Not a single statement of the I>ewan is im- 
pugned, but the Agent contents himself with pronommcima that, as 
stated in his letter to the Bengal Government, No. 80, of 26th Juir 
last, no copy of whioh is furnished, both parties are to biame. 

1 am to refer to the correspondence noted in the margin, and to 
infonn you tliat so far as appears from the records of fc>>i« office, the 
ex])lauations of the Dewan Nizamut in regard to the delay in render- 
ing the accounts are (]uit«) correct, and that, as at present informed. 
His Kxcellencv acquits tlie Dewan Nizamut of blame in this matter. 

8. With refiTenoe t^) the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of your letter, I 
am to ob»eno tliat the Dewan Nizamut has been placed in a position 
of conHiderahle (Ufliculty by the irritating manner in which the Nawab 
Nazini has acted towunls him, and although he ha^ tj» same instanees 
erred in point o/ discretion, His Excellencg the Viceroff and Governor- 
General does not think that he has been seriouslg to blame^ or that he 
has forfeited his claim to the support of Government. 

10. I am to requent that a copy of the first eight l>aragraphs of this 
Jotter may be given to the Dewan Nizamut in reply to his MemoriaL 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. M. Dueand. 

Secretary to the Gk>Temment of India. 

(True copy.) 

Thomas Jokks, 

Registrar, Bengal Secretariat. 
(True copy.) 

W. G. Buckle, 

^gent Gt>Ternor-General. 
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One false step led to another, and the Agent Governor- 
General not only supported the Dewan against the Nawab, 
but also withheld His Highness' stipend for a long time 
¥^ithout a just cause (Page 249). His Highness was there- 
fore obliged to borrow money at a high rate of interest 
(Page 250) to meet the current expenses of his large 
family, and on applying afterwards to the Government 
for compensation, he was referred to the ex-Agent. The 
ex- Agent refused to pay, so the Nawab instructed his 
solicitors to try the issue in a Court of Justice, but the 
proceedings were at once stopped by the Government 
(Page 268), and the Nawab was compelled to sustain the 
whole loss without a prospect of redress from any quarter ! 
Thus was the Nawab a second time debarred from appealing 
to a Court of Justice for the recovery of that which every 
right-thinking man must consider he was justly entitled 
to ! The following letters throw some light on the 
subject : — 

Correspondence relating to the interest paid hy His High- 
ness for the use of money during the stoppage of his Stipend, 

I. 
No. 58 A. 

From His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c., to Major W. A. A. Thomson, Agent to the Governor- 
General, Moorshedahad. 

My Fbieitd, — I beg to subjoin a statement, showing the sums of 
money I was obliged to borrow firom Bankers and others, and the 
interest which was paid for these accommodations, to enable me to 
meet the pressing necessities of the Nizamut for the period, namely, 
June to December, 1861, during which Lieutenant-Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie, the late Agent to the Governor-General unwarrantably 
stopped the payment of my monthly stipend. 

It would be needless for mc to repeat all that had transpired in 
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reUtion to thii matter, and of the incUgnitiai and inoonv eoifw I 
experienced at the time. I, therefore, refer jou to the cxnreipoiideDoe 
noted on the margin, finom which jou will peat» iv e, thmt I had pio- 
te«ted against this act of the Agent, and warned him that I shouki 
'* look to him for reparation." This warning wiQ be found in mj 
letter, No. 6, dated 5th July, 1861, to his address. 

The least reparation 1 can now seek from GK>Temxnent is the reim* 
bursement to me of Rupees 7,167-5-8, the amount of interest whidi I 
had paid for the monies advanced to me bj the parties during vj 
embarrassment. 



I remain, &c., 

(Signed) Syud Munsoob Ullks. 



Palaco, M(»or»hedabad, 
'Vhe 30th October, 1862. 



II. 

No. 97. 

From Major W. A. A. Thomson, Agent to the Grovemor- 
General f Moorshedahad, To His HiauiiKss thk Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal. 

Dated Borhampore. 1st November, 1863. 
My Fbie>d, — In reply to your letter. No. 68 A, of the SOth 
ultimo, I beg to remind Your Highness that Gov^miHent meter 
gave the sUyhtett sanction to the suspension of jfour JJdonthl^ Stipeudj 
and would, then*forc, decline to pay the amount of interest meo* 
tiouod by Your Ilighncss were I to forward your letter. 

I remain, &c., 

(Signed) W. A. A. Thomson, Major, 

Agent Govemor-G^eneraL 

III. 
No. 63A. 

From His Highnsss thb Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
&c., to Major W. A. A. Thomson, Agent to the Governor- 

General y Moorehedahad. 

My Friitnd, — I am in receipt of your letter. No. 97, of this date, 
in which you inform me, that Goremment not having sanctioned the 
late Agent's act, by which mjf stipend teas suspended for seven 
months^ it would decline to pay to me the interest I had incurrod 
for money borrowed to meet the urgent wants of my fiE^mily and 
establishment. 

Lieutenant'Colonel Mackenzie, haring, in the capacity of Agent Xo 
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the Governor- General, done me a wrong, and, he, in bis letter, dated 
28th June, 1861, having instructed me, that, ** for the time being, 
any oflScial declaration proceeding from the Agent, carries with it the 
full authority of the Gt)vemor-General in Council," it became my 
duty, if not, an act of courtesy towards Government, on my part, 
first, to make known my claims to Government, and, on Government 
directing me to hold Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie responsible for the 
consequence of his unauthorized act^ I could then take the necessary 
measures for recovering from him such damages as 1 have suffered. 

Under such circumstances I b^ you will lay my previous letter be- 
fore the Government, and communicate its decision thereon. 

I remain, &c., 

(Signed) Stud Munsoob Ullbe. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 1st November, 1862. 



IV. 
No. 2634. 

From The Honobable A. Eden, Qjfficiatiiig Secretary 
to the Govemme7it of Bengal, to The Agent to the 
Govebnob-Genebal, Moorshedabad, 

Fort William, the 27th November, 1862. 
Sib, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
116, dated 13th inst., with enclosures, being an application from, the 
Nawab Nazim to be allowed a compensation of Bupees 7,167-5-3, being 
the amount of interest he has had to pay for money advanced to him 
by money-lenders, during the period the payment of his monthly 
stipend was stopped, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor is unable to comply with His Highness's request. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) A. Eden. 

Offg. Secretary to the Gt)vt. of Bengal. 

No. 121. 

Copy forwarded for the information of His Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, with reference to his letters of the 30th October and 1st ultimo, 
Nos. 58 and 63 A. 

(Signed) W. A. Thomson, Major, 

Agent Governor-General. 
Bcrhamporo, 

8th December, 1862. 
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No. 8. 

From THE Agent to the Gotbbnob-Gbnbbax, Mwr- 
•Kedahad, to His Hxohness the Nawab Nazim of Bd- 
OAL, Berhampore, dOth January ^ 1863. 

My Feiexd, — I have been direct4sd by Hia Sxcellencj the Go- 
Temor-General in Council to ask Your Highness whether Mean. 
Rem fry and Rogers are acting with your knowledge and bj your aa* 
thority in tlie prosecution now being made against Uolonel C. Macken- 
zie, late Agent to the CK>Temor-Gkneral at Moorshedabad, and if so, 
what are your reasons for departing in matters purelj Official from the 
usual and prescribed course. 

2. I am further direct<^d to inform Your Highness, that^ if Mean. 
Remfrey and Rogers are acting by your authority, tke (7ov«niOf> 
General in Council must rietc frith dutple<i9ure an^ proeeedimgM wMck^ 
on the face of them, give trouble and annoyance to an Officer 0/ 
Ooremmentf who did nothing more than kis dut^ ; moreorer, that it 
is the intention of (Government to support Colonel Mackenzie in thii 
matter, and that it will be well for Your Highness to re-oonsider the 
step vou have taken and withdraw from the vexatious proceedings to 
which you have given rise. 

I remain, &c., 

(Signed) W. A. A. Thomson, 

Agent GhoTemor-GeneraL 



VI. 
No. 12. 

From His Htqhnesb the Nawab Nazim of Bbnqal, 
&c., to Major W. A. A. Thomson, Agent to the 
Qovernor-General, Moorshedabad, 

AIy Friexi), — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. H, of yesterday's date, in wliich you inform me that Hi* £xcellemcw 
the Gorernor- General in Council fcould view with displeasure the 
prosecution of my intended action against Colonel Colin 2dackenzie^ 
for the recovery of the interest 1 had paid on sums of money £ vat 
compelled to borrow, when my stipend was suspended for a iitne. 

In reply, I In'g to intimate to you, for the information of BUs £xcel- 
leney the Govcmor-Gcneral, tliat / have adopted the only course open 
to me, namely, of directing my solicitors to drop the action they wero 
about to institute on my belialf. 

I remain, &c., 

(Signed) Stud Munboor TJljlee. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
3lBt Jan., 1863. 
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There is little doubt that the above circumstances must 
have militated very much against the interests of the 
Nawab, if (as they probably were) they were looked upon 
in a personal light by the Governor-General. We main- 
tain that personal feelings should not have actuated any 
man (particularly one high in office like a Governor- 
General of India) in the performance of his official 
duty, and whatever may have been the nature of the 
supposed affront offered to the Government in the person 
of the Agent, the Nawab having fully apologized, privately 
and officially, had more than made every atonement for 
his error, and no further notice should have been taken 
of the subject. But the Governor- General was evi- 
dently not appeased, for he entirely changed his views 
of the Nawab's claims, and refused to accord that justice 
which His Highness had been led to expect at his hands. 

The first Memorial of 1857 presented by His Highness 
was never replied to, and the second of 1860, after lying 
on the table of the Foreign Secretary's Office in Calcutta 
for twenty-one months, was partially answered by Lord 
Canning in the following manner — ^pending the decision 
of the Secretary of State thereon : — 



Extract from a letter from the Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of India to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, dated, Fort William, the 14ith January, 1862. No. 
28. 

1. I am directed by the GK)vemor- General in Council to acknowledge 
tlic receipt of jour letters relatiye to the recent dismissal of the Dewan 
by the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, and to the conduct of His Highness 
towards the Govemor-General*8 Agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie. 

2. On the first point, I am directed to express the general concur- 
rence of His Excellence in Council in the view taken by the Lieutenant- 
GoTcmor, both as to the conHUution of the office of Dewan, and, as to 
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the ci>une which ik4i yaw€th Htuim's p r ocwedin^ iowardf tie prmaf 
Deiram, hiipoiie u(M>n the Goverument. 

3. Heretofore, mo Detcam has ever been appaiuied, or rmarcrf. ^ 
ih^ Saitab yazim^ vilhout ike concurrence and approcml ^ it 
Oorernmenf^ or, [{» Afi^ent, and, although iAe C^avemmemi kat^fm 
oMumrd ihe ponrr of appoint im^ and remoriu^y ike 2>e*tan, in offt' 
tit ion to th*' trixhes of tk^ Natrah, yet, the po>wer lias in no case bert 
exeni^Hl, eicept, uAer prcrioiu eoimnunication with the Xawab, anii 
full consideration of his objectioiw. 

4. Th<*n*fon>, in duniinarily (UmiiMiing the DewBn without enqniiT 
and without anv jui*t cniue, in op{K>»ition to the remonstrances o/ the 
Agent, and in violation of hin own proniLio, on abolialiing the office oi 
Dewan, and in ap])ointiug hi* two M>na to '* conduct the allain of dtf 
Ni74iniut " aided by another functionary under the title of Hadarul* 
Mahani, the present yattab Nazim has not onfy departed frwn a fsf 
eittahlinhed vxatje^ but has usurped an anihorit^f which does not idssg 
to him, iiud, tras nerer eren claimed bif aniff of his predecessors. Tht 
proivedinfc irt one, which, to iiay theU^urt of it, ia not respectful to tk 
Oovcnnncnt . 

5. The Gf)vcmor-Gcneral in Council w not, in the least, dispoacdiip 
interfere irith the Sttirnf/s management of his own priraie affairs, wx 
d<)«»s His KxccUciicy desire, any longer, to have a voice in the appoint- 
ment of tlie ]M'nmnfl by whom the expenditurt^ of the Nawab*s penoBil 
Pti}K'nd ii^ to hv (x»nt rolled. Hift Highne*<i« i« nt libertr to spend \a 
income art he ])U>}|jh^, po loni; iw he ktvpti out of dcbt> and he isequaUr 
fre«* to cluHt^e his own hcrvunts, to diMuiits them, and to designate then 
by any nanie!< that he deeniH appropriate. But the Ooremor-Oeiifnl 
in Council will n(»t allow His liighnci«* another opportunity of treating 
with injustice, or contumely, a high native oflicer, ap]>ointed with the 
sancti(»n of Government, and, still {KiMetving itn confidence, nor inA 
the Xairaby in future, f»e consulted as to the appointment of the qffierr 
bff fchom the ycnerat business of the Xizamut iVr fntinnged under the 
superihtemit'nce of the Agent. 

(5. The Nawab Nazim, then-fore, should be informed, that, the 
Govenunent will take no cogiiiziuice of the arrangement he has made 
for the management of the ufliiin* of his own houschtdil, and that the 
expense of it mii^t 1k» dcfravrtl from the funds at the dis|>o8aI of Hi* 
Highness. 7'he Naivah should also he told, that the T)trtraH trilt uot 



be allowed in future to interfere in the private affairs of JJi^ Iliqhnrst, 
but, that he is the only offif^r trhom the Goremment n?i/f recognize at 
the Dewan of the yizamvt, and through tchom thf» httsiuess of the 
yizamut, generally, will he transacted. The JJetcan will coniinme to 
receive the salarg he has hitherto drawn, but, it fcill be paid to him 
from the Nitamut Fund. The office will be maintained on this footing 
so long as it is held bg Rajah Prosono Narain JJeb, but when a 
Tacauey occurs, it will have to be considered whether the dutic« are not 
such as may be performed by a less expensive agency. 

The Nawab Nazim's stipend, together with all arrears thai mam he 
due to him, should be paid at once to his own receipt, if this has nol 
been already done, consequent upon a commnnication 'which latdj 
passed between the Governor-General and the Lieutenant•GoTe^Kll^ 
\Vith regard to the affront offered by the Nawab Nasim to the Agcvt 
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on the occasion of his Tisiting the Palace in Mi^ hist, the Governor- 
General in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-GoTemor in thinking 
that it has by no means been atoned for by the very unsatisfactory ex- 
planation which has been accepted by Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie 
as an apology to himself. For that affiront offered to tlie Government 
in the person of its Agent, His Excellency in Council will not he 
gaHsfied with these imperfect excuses. Nothing short of afSul admis- 
sion of error J and an unreserved expression of regret can be received 
by the Oovemment as a sufficient apology^ and the Nawab should be 
told that, until such an apology has been forwarded by him, and accepted 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, neither will the request which flis High- 
ness has made for permission to visit the Governor- General be con- 
sidered, nor will the letters which he addressed to His Excellency on 
the 16th and 26th October be answered. 7^ Agent j alsOj will be 
withdrawn for the present, and all official communications between the 
Government and the Nawab will be made through the Collector of 
Moorshedabad, until an Agent, regularly appointed, can, with pro- 
propriety, resume his functions. 

7. I am directed to take the opportunity of referring to the Nawab 
Nazim's Memorial to the Secretary of State, and to the correspondence 
ending with your letter No. 421, dated the 6th July last, relative to the 
Accounts of the Minority, and to the allegations made by His Highness 
in respect to the late Mr. Torrens. 

8. The Nawab should be informed that his Memorial, though ex- 
pressed in language far from respectful, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, 
together with such remarks as the unfounded pretensions it sets forth, 
and the erroneous statements and inferences it contains, have rendered 
necessary. 

9. At the same time it should be clearly explained to His Highness 
that the Governor- General in Council entirely rejects his claims so 

far as they are founded on the assertion of any Treaty-rights, or of 
any sovereign or hereditary titles, and Jthat his recognised position in 
regard to the sum of sixteen lacs of Sicca rupees, now annually set 
apart for Nizamut purposes, and to the accumulations thereof, is as 
follows : — 

1st. Since 1771, sixteen Zac* of rupees have been granted for Nizamut 
purposes. The continued payment of this sum is guaranteed by no 
Treaty, and, it has hitherto been paid of the free will, grace and 
favour of the British Government. It may cease, or may be diminished, 
whenever the Government shall determine, but there is no intention of 
making any change in the present arrangement during the lifetime of 
the present Nawab. 

2ndly. Though there is no guarantee for the continuance of the above 
payment in whole^ or in part, yet, certain pensions, now charged upon 
it, were declared by Lord Cornwallis, in l790i to be, and are, there- 
fore, heretiitary. 

Srdly. Out of the above-mentioned simi of sixteen lacs, somewhat 
Usa than seven lacs of Sicca Rupees, a year, are wtw paid to the Nawab 
for his own purposes. This money is at the Nawab's disposal without 
control unless he falls into debt, in which case the Gk>vemment may 
step in and take the management of it ; any pension granted out of 
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the course whicli tks Nawah Natim** proc§edim^ towardf the prmeai 
Detram, impose upon the GoTemment. 

3. Heretofore, no Dewan has erer been appointed, or retnovedj ly 
th^ Nawah Nazim^ without the concurrence and approval of ih* 
Oooemmenty or, its Agent, and, although the G^ovemntent has altomft 
asjtumed the power of appointing and removing tke l^ewan, in Ofpo- 
eition to the winhee of the Nawah^ jet, t)ie power has in no mse been 
exercised, except, afler previous communication with the Nawab, and,! 
full consideration of his objections. 

4. Tlierefore, in summarily dismissing the Dewan without emquiiy 
and without any iust cause, in op])06ition to the remonstranoea of tbe 
Agent, and in violation of his own promise, on aboliahing the o£Boe of 
Dewan, and in appointing his two sons to " conduct the affain of tlw 
Nixamut " aided by another functionary under the title of Madar-ul- 
Maham, the pretent Natcab Nazim hoe not only departed from a iong 
estahlithed usage, but hoe usurped an authority uehioh doee not b^ong 
to hinty and, mas nerer even claimed by any of hie predecessors. The 
prot>tHKling is one, which, to say the least of it, ia not reepectful to the 
Ouvcmmont. 

5. Tlic Governor-General in Council is not, in the least-, disposed to 
interfere tcith the Sawah's management of his own private affairs, nor 
does His Exct^llcncy desirt*, any longer, to have a voice in the appoint- 
ment of tlie i>crsons by whom the expenditure of the Nawab^s personal 
sti]>end is to be t'^ont rolled. His Highness is at liberty to spend his 
income as he pleases, so long as he ktvps out of debt, and he is equally 
freti to choose hi^i ovm ser\ants, to dismiss them, and to dosiffnate them 
by any names that he dwms appropriate. But the GoTemor-G^e^ 
in Council will not allow His llighnoss another opportunitT of treating 
with injustice, or contumely, a high native officer, appointed with the 
sanction of Government, and, still posst^ng its confidence, nor ^nil 
the Nawaby in future, Ite consu/ted as to the appointnteni of the f^Kcer 
by ijchom the general business of the yizamut is managed under the 
superintendence of the Agent. 

6. The Nawab Nazim, therefore, should be informed, that, the 
Govenmient wUl take no cognizance of the arrangement he has made 
for the inanagcnieiit of the utfairs of his own household, and that the 
expense of it must be defray wl from the fimds at tlie disposal of His 
Highness. The Natrah should also he told, that the Uetcan tti/l not 
be allowed in future to interfere in the private affairs of Mis JBighness 
hut, that he is the only officer whom the Government will recognize as 
the Defcan of the Nizamut, and through whom the business of the 
Nizamut, generally, will be transacted. The Dewan will continue to 
receive the salary he has hitherto draicn^ but, it will be paid to Aim 

from the Nitamut Fund. The office will be maintained on this footing 
so long as it is held by Rajah Prosono Narain Deb, but, when a 
vacancy occurs, it will have to be considered whether the duties are not 
■uch as may be performed by a less expensive agency. 

The Nawab Nazim' s stipend, together with all arrears that mam he 
due to him, should be paid ai once to his own recent, if this has not 
been already done, consequent upon a commnnication which latelj 
passed between the Governor-General and the LieutenaDt-GoTex<iior. 
AVith regard to the affront offered by the Nawab Nasim to the Agent 
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on the occasion of his Tisiting the Palace in M^ last, the Governor- 
General in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-Governor in thinking 
that it has by no means been atoned for by the very unsatisfactory ex- 
planation which has been accepted by Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie 
as an apology to himself. For that affront offered to the Government 
in the person of its Agent, His Excellency in Council laill not be 
satisfied with these imperfect excuses. Nothing short of afUll admis- 
sion of error, and an unreserved expression of regret can be received 
by the Oovemment as a sufficient apology, and the Nawab should be 
told that, until such an apology has been forwarded by him, and accepted 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, neither will the request which flis High- 
ness has made for permission to visit the Gt)vemor-Q-eneral be con- 
sidered, nor will the letters which he addressed to His Excellency on 
the 16th and 25th October be answered. The Agent, also, unll be 
withdrawn for the present, and all official communications between the 
Government and the Nawab will be made through the Collector of 
Moorshedabad, until an Agent-, regularly appointed, can, with pro- 
propriety, resume his functions. 

7. I am directed to take the opportunity of referring to the Nawab 
Nazim's Memorial to the Secretary of State, wid to the correspondence 
ending with your letter No. 421, dated the 6th July last, relative to the 
Accounts of the Minority, and to the allegations made by His Highness 
in respect to the late Mr. Torrens. 

8. The Nawab should be informed that his Memorial, though ex- 
pressed in language far from respectful, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, 
together with such remarks as the unfounded pretensions it sets forth, 
and the erroneous statements and inferences it contains, have rendered 
necessary. 

9. At the same time it should be clearly explained to His Highness 
that the Governor- General in Council entirely refects his claims so 

far as they are founded on the assertion of any Treaty-rights, or of 
any sovereign or hereditary titles, and [that his rocognisod position in 
regard to the sum of sixteen lacs of Sicca rupees, now annually set 
apart for Nizamut purposes, and to the accumulations thereof, is as 
follows : — 

1st. Since 1771, sixteen lacs of ruipees have been granted for Nizamut 
purposes. 7%« continued payment of this sum is guaranteed by no 
Treaty, and, it has hitherto been paid of the free will, grare and 
favour of the British Government. It may cease, or may be diminished, 
whenever the Government shall determine, but there is no intention of 
making any change in the present arrangement during the lifetime of 
the present Nawab. 

2ndly. Though there is no guarantee for the continuance of the above 
payment in whole, or in part^ yet, certain pensioru, now charged upon 
it, were declared by Lord Cornwallis, in 1790i to be, and are, there- 
fore, hereflitary. 

3rdly. Out of the above-mentioned sum of sixteen lacs, somewhat 
le»M than seven lacs ofSirca Rupees, a year, are now paiti to the Nawab 
for his own purposes. This money is at the Nawab's disposal without 
control unless he falls into debt, in which case the Gk>V6rnment may 
step in and take the management of it ; any pension granted out of 
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kis annual turn, revertt !• the Nawah^ o» ii9 tUscomiimmtmee, 
arrangtment, however, is onijf /or the ii/etime of the prewenl Namah, md 
wilt ke re-considered at kit death. 

4tlily. The rest of the sixteen lacs, after deducting tlie amount piid 
to tlio Nawab, is carried to the credit of the Deposit F\tsui, 

5thly. Every t hi ft tf once paid in the I>epoHi F\smtt, i* held at tie 
disftosat of the GoiternmeHt art a means of providing for the ooUatRiI 
branehert of the Nizainut family (exclusiye of the Rajmehal brandi), 
and for other purpode« connected with the Nizaznat. 

10. The only other point in the Nawab Nazim's Memorial wbidi it 
is necett»tary to notice now is, tliat which relates to the charees bronigbt 
by His Hi^hucM against the bito Mr. H. Torretu. It is alleged bj 
tlie Xuwab that Mr. Torrent*, in hia capacity of Agent of the GoTprnor- 
Uenerul. prevailed on Uis Highuetfa, on hii» oomiiig of age, to agree to 
the Hale uf certain Government Securities, amounting to mpward* of 
niufteen lacs of Rupees, the invested savings of his pi^rsonal stipend, 
(lurin<; his minority ; that he caused the Securities to be sold and held 
for some time in liia own name by the Calcutta firm of Mackcntie. 
l^y all and Co ; and tluit he was, at least, a consenlinff party to fit 
reckless plumt^r and dissipation of nearly the whol^t amount. Tit 
statements of t)ie Nawab and of Lieutenant-Colonel Mackeiuie on this 
8ubjtH.*t, as contained in the enclosures of your letter Ho. 421, dated the 
6th July last, reflect, most painfully, on the cAa racier and condmeiif 
Mr. Torrens, and, if that gentleman were now alive, it would have been 
obviously imi)erative on the Government to make a strict and searrli- 
ing inquiry into the whole (acts and bearings of the case There eer- 
tainly are, as the Lieutenant -Gt>vemor observes, grounds for presuming 
that he acted on good faith for the Nawab's benefit, though alto|^her 
without authority, and with the mc^t culpable imprudence and disie* 
ganl of all official propriety ; that he was imposed on h\ others, and 
that notwithstanding the suspicion that necessarily afiacheta to some of 
his acts, he himself derived no personal advantage from the transac- 
tions in qut^tion. But, at the kMUtt, the appearance of the ease as 
regards him, judged by his own letters to Mackenzie, LyaU and Co., i» 
most discrrdilahle. Still, under the circumstances, it does not appear 
to the Gorentor- General in Council thai any good object can be gained 
by fur then- inquiry. Mr. Torrens has been dead for more than eight 
years, and, so far as the Nawab is concerned, it is clear, from his own 
admission, that, after he became of age, he gave Mr. Torrens full 
aiithc»rity to deal with the accumulated savings ; that he made no 
objection or com])laint in Mr. Torrens* lifetime as to the waj in which 
tlie money was being dwixjsoil of, though His Highness might, in 
such a case, as he has recently done, have addressed the GoT<»nior* 
General direct ; that he allowed several years to elapse, afVer Mr. 
Tornms* death, before ho accused that officer of having aided to pillsge 
him, or otherwise bn)ught his proceedings to the knowledge of the 
Government ; and tliat the statements, in regard to Mr. Torrens, made 
by His iliglmess in his Memorial to the Secretary of State, were not 
brought forward in the way of complaint, but were merelj incidental 
to the subject-matter of the Memorial, and intended to iUnstrate 
the manner in which his interests were injuriously affected bj the 
iK'fion of tlie law of 1851. The matter may^ therefore, be allowed to 
drop. 
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11. With reference to your letter No. 490, dated the 17th of Sep- 
tember last, / am directed to request thcU the Nawab Nazim matf be 
urged to give a discharge for the Minority Accounts, the correctness of 
which in no way depends upon circumstances which occurred after His 
Highness came of age, 

12. In a preceding paragraph it has been directed that the Agent 
should he withdraumj the Governor-General will not entertain the 
question of any Agent residing at Moorshedabad, until the Nawab 
Nazim shall have apoloeized in a way that shall be satisfactory to the 
Lieutenant-Govemor, tor the affront offered by His Higliness to the 
representative of the British Government. Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 
kenzie should, therefore, be directed to leave Moorshedabad directly, 
and repair to Calcutta ; he should make over charge of his office to the 
collector of Moorshedabad, who, with the assistance of the Dewan, will 
make the usual payments to stipendiaries, and others, and discharge 
the current duties of the Agent's office, but will hold no communica- 
tion with the Nawab except such as may be required by law. 

? A True Extract.) 
(Signed) C. Maokbkzis, Lieut. -Colonel, 
Offg. Agent to the Gk>vemor- General at Moorshedabad. 



As correct inferences can onlj be drawn upon written 
statements by a fair and free discussion of them, it will 
be necessary here to enter into details which may throw 
light upon the opinion expressed by Lord Canning in the 
above letter. 

In Paras. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, His Lordship's en- 
deavours to support the action taken by the Agent 
Governor-Oeneral against the Nawab in favour of the 
Dewan ; but as the Dewan was the paid servant of the 
Nawab (Page 245), no doubt can possibly exist as to the 
Nawab's right to dismiss him at pleasure without even 
informing the Agent of his intention so to do. The 
assertion that no Dewan had ever been appointed or 
removed by the Nawab without the approval of the 
Government is not quite borne out by Lord Comwallis's 
letter (Page 42), wherein it is stated that '* the Oovem- 
ment left His Highness the free choice of his own Dewa/n ;" 
besides^ we may gather from the Treaties that the 
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Dewan in whose appointment the Oovernment claimed 
any interference (Pages 24 and 27) was vested only with tbe 
disbursement of such sums as were set apart for tbe 
Nawab's stat.e and rank, and had no control over His 
Highness's personal stipend — the Qovernmenty therefore, 
when during the minority of Nawab Mobaruck-ol- 
Dowlah it withheld the NawaVs state allowances, for- 
feited all claim to interference in the appointment or 
dismissal of the Dewan, whom the Nawab might wish to 
select for the disbursement of his own personal stipend 
— hence the argument of His Lordship is unsupported 
by facts, and the action taken by the CtoTernment of 
India against His Highness can only be looked upon at 
an arbitrary measure, especially when it is remarked that 
" the office will he maintained on thi$ footing so long at 
''it i$ held by Bajah Prosonno Narain Deb** &c. ; a man 
who owed his rank and elevation to the Nawab, and 
for whom provision was thereafter to be made witluml 
the Nawah*8 sanction out of the Fund established for the 
benefit of the Nawab's Family. It is, moreoveFy a strange 
fact, that this man receives £150 a year more than hu 
superior officer, the Agent, who is at the head of the 
Nizamut Affairs ! 

This Dewan appears to have been a great friend of the 
Agent Governor-General (Page 243), who was no doubt 
led away by personal feelings to support his authority, 
for it is the only instance on record where the Agent 
advocated the cause of the Dewan in opposition to the 
Nawab's wishes, but having once committed himself it 
may be seen that the Governor-General for whom he 
acted was in a measure bound to support him, althoogh 
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he expressed his displeasure afterwards by quietly re- 
moving him from his lucrative appointment, and giving 
him a subordinate one elsewhere (Page 261 ), The order to 
paj the Nawab all arrears due to him has not yet been 
carried out by the Gk)vernment of India. As to the 
affront alluded to, it can only be looked upon by dis- 
interested people as a personal question between the 
Agent and the Nawab, which, though unintentionally 
offered, was fully apologized for to the Agent, who ac- 
cepted the apology (Page 239) ; hence we cannot see that 
His Lordship the Q-overnor-Q-eneral was justified, on so 
slender a pretext, in subjecting the Nawab to the in- 
dignities which the Government thereafter heaped upon 
him. 

There is little doubt, we think, from a perusal of the 
records (Pages 52 to 72), that the object of the Govern- 
ment in establishing the appointment of Agent Governor- 
General, in 1816, was to regain that control over the 
Nizamut Affairs which they had abandoned during the 
Soubahship of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah — the Agent, 
therefore, can only be looked upon as acting in the 
room of the Dewans who before the time of Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah had been appointed by the Go- 
vernment, Virtually, then, the Agent is the Govern- 
ment Dewan, though he may be recognized under a 
different official title, and in the appointment or dis- 
missal of this officer, the Nawab has never claimed any 
voice, although in fairness he ought to be consulted since 
the Agent is paid out of the Nawab's money. 

With regard to the Memorial submitted by His High- 
ness in 1857 being (as stated in Para. 8) " expressed in 

T 2 
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language far from respectful," it might oertainlj be 
called disrespectful if an exposure of the naked tniUis 
and facts which it exhibits (in plain IiSngliab) agaiiut 
the injustice practised by the Indian Government upoa 
the Nawabs Nazim, from generation to generation, cm 
be considered so; moreover, the style in which Hk 
Lordship speaks of the Nawab's claims must conTinoe 
every careful reader of the existence of some powerful 
bias in His Lordship's mind having more of a permmd 
than an official character. 

The arbitrary nature of the remarks in Para. 9, " ii« 
Oavemor-Oeneral in CauncU entirely r^ects ike Nawah't 
claims so far as they are founded on the assertion of any 
Treaty rights, or of any sovereign or hereditary tiUes/* Ac, 
may readily be observed by a comparison with His 
Lordship's letter of the 11th March, 1856, (Page 194) 
**just regard to (he honours and dignities due to yowr 
hereditary rank, and the prescriptive privileges of your 
high station, guaranteed by the stipulations of subsisting 
Treaties and long-estahlished Relations," &c., and, there- 
fore, requires no comment ! 

As to the sum of sixteen lacs which, since 1771, have 
been granted for Nizamut purposes. His Iiordship's 
statement is literally correct, that the payment of that 
sum is guaranteed by no Treaty, although the Court of 
Directors and the officers of the Indian Gk>Temment 
frequently alluded to that sum as '* the Assignment hy 
Treaty of the Family " (Pages 97, 108), but it is notice- 
able that His Lordship does not allude to, or denj, the 
validity of the Treaty of 1770 which guaranteed the 
payment for ever, not of sixteen lacs, but of Rupees 
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81,81,991-9, and which Treaty was upheld by the Indian 
Government so late as 1834 (Page 93) in order to pre- 
vent the Nawab being personally subjected to the 
ordinary processes of the Supreme Court in Calcutta, 
which at that time was the only direct emblem of Her 
Majesty's Power in the East. 

Again, His Lordship stated " that certain Pensions 
declared by Lord GomwaUis in 1790 as hereditary are 
hereditary ;' yet some of these have been absorbed into 
the Nizamut Deposit Fund in accordance with Mr. 
Tre^elyan's Minute of 1836 (Page 101) without just 
cause. And further^ it is remarked that '' any Pensions 
granted out of his annual s%vin reverts to the Nawab on its 
discontinuance;''^ this was not, howerer, the practice 
before the present Nawab's time ; as the reader will no 
doubt have observed ; nor was this arrangement in- 
tended to be carried out after the death of the present 
Nawab, though no reason is adduced in justification of 
the intention. 

With respect to the " balance of the sixteen lacs, after 
" deducting the amount paid to the Nawab, being carried to 
'^ the credit of the Deposit Fund, and that Fund being held 
" at the disposal of the Oovernment as a means of providing 
^^ for the collateral branches of the Nizamut Family,** Ac; 
no remark can be offered except the arbitrary manner 
in which the Nawab's income was reduced from sixteen 
lacs to seven lacs without a corresponding advantage to 
the Nizamut Family, for which the Nawab agreed to set 
aside two lacs of rupees annually and no more. (Pages 
79, 85, 323). 

We now turn to Para. 10, in which the Governor- 
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General endeavours to subvert the claim advanced bj 
the Nawab against the Govemment in respect of oertaia 
monies misappropriated bv the Agent GoTemor-Generalin 
his official capacity, and His Lordship assumes that on 
the death of the Agent, the Government was reksied 
from re8[)on8ibilitics incurred by him during his lifetiise, 
remarking, at the same time, " t^ do€9 not appear to Uu 
" Governor-General in Council ihai any good can be chtauui 
'* hy further inquiry. ^^ " TJie mailer may therefore be aUowei 
" to (hop,** If this be a standard for meting out justice to an 
injured individual, we can only observe that it is directlj 
op[)os4)d to the principles of truth and honour upon whieH 
the Courts of Justice in this country are upheld; 
and it is to be hoped that Her Majesty's (JoTemment 
will take a fairer view of this claim of the Nawab's thin 
was taken by His Lordship, when issuing the instructions 
conveyed in the above letter. The whole, letter mufonrt 
of irritation produced from some personal eatute, and does 
not bear the impress of a just verdict in answer to the 
claims advanced by the Nawab in his Memorial. 

Having thus laid before our readers an impartial view 
of the statements contained in the foregoing letter, we 
will proceed to notice the opinions expressed upon the 
same subjects by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India in reply to the communications forwarded to 
England by the Government of India. 

On receipt of the Despatch from Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India by the Governor- General, 
the following Extract was forwarded for His Highnesses 
information : — 
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Extract of a Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secre- 
tary of State for India to His Excellency ^ the Eight Honour- 
able the Governor- General of India in Council, No, 30, dated 
India Office, London, the 17th June, 1864. 

1. The letters of the lat^ Goyemor-Q-eneral and Viceroy, dated 24th 
Septemher No. 66 A. and 66 B., 1863, tenninate a long series of 
oflScial papers received from your Q-ovemment during the last two 
years, relating to the afikirs of the Nawab Nazim of Bengal. 

2. y#// the correspondence necessary to the fommtion of a correct 
opinion with respect to the speciat questions which they iUustrate^ having 
now been received, I proceed to communicate to you the views of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

3. The Nawab Nazim having addressed to me more than one Memo- 
rial in which he claims the recognition of the British Government of 
certain riglits, power, and privileges which he alleges to belong to him 
and to his family under Treaty or engagements, it is necessary that I 
should review all the circumstances of His Highnesses position. 

4. The present Nawab Munsoor Ullce Khan, styled the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal, is admitted to be a descendant of Meer Jaffir ^ii, 
who, when the East India Company were first invested with the 
Dewanee of Bengal, Bohar and Orissa, was at the head of the Nixj^mut 
of those Provinces which he had attained through the influence and as- 
sistance of the British GK)vemment. A Firman of the Emperor of 
Delhi made it one of the conditions of the grant of the Dewannee that 
provision should be made ^^for the expenses of the Nitamut" that is, 
that a part of the revenues of those provinces should be appropriated 
to the payment of the department of the administration distinguished 
by that official name. But tubsequentiy by special arrangement the 
Company undertook to per/arm the dutieg of the Nitamut, and made 
provision for its expenses by paying their own servant* to do the work 
which had before been done by the servant* of the Nazim. The office 
of the Nizam ut being thus practically abolished, and its duties merged 
into general administration of the country, the stipulation of the 
Imperial Firman ceased with the objects for which it was intended to 
provide. I am of opinion, therefore, that the family of the Nawab 

Nazim of Bengal, have, under the Firman of Shah Allum, no claim 
upon the British Government. 

5. But the administrative duties of the Nizamut having been trans- 
fet red to the Company^ a personal provision was made for the family of 
the Nazim. It was right that consideration should be shown to the 
sons of Meer Jaffir Ali though they were not called upon, after the 
death of the eldest Nujum-ood-Powlah, to discharge the high official 
duties of the Soobadar or Viceroy of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. Ac- 
cordingly, treaties were entered into with the younger princes, Syef- 
ood-Dowlah and Mooharuck-ood-Dowlah successively, by which the 
Company undertook to secure to them the Soobadaree of the Provinces 
of Bengal, S(c., and to pay them a certain ** annual stipend.** 

In each of these Treaties, the Nawab expressly indicated himself as 
the person to whom these advantages are to accrue, and / cannot 
perceive that in either case the Nawab, who was pai ty to the Treaty, had 
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c»jf regard U •tker interftt tkmn Mm •tPH. It is tme tint St Utt Mi 
of the Trestj of 1766, the Nswab 8Tef-ood-I>owlah ssys, " thk ipw- 
'* ment, (bv the bleMing of Ch)d), I hopm will be inviolably o lwa fed ii 
** long Bs the English fii^orief continue in Bengal," snd thst theSfftvab 
Moobaruck-ood-Uewlah Bays, " Thst this sgreement* (by the blBSsiiigof 
'* Ood). shsU be inviokbly obserred.** But ss the sgreement in m 
esses, was of s specifically personsl chsrseter,- it mpptmn im mu tkmi ikt 
intent ion vat to tecure the strict e^frrmtmre mftJke TVemtieB during tkt 
lives of the persont interested, tkmt it f amy tkmi tke^ t\9mid Uul m 
iong as the objects for wkick they mere tniemHeH tm pm wMe. Tht 
Treaty oblifi^ations therefore of the British GK>Tenunent rmsoril in both 
instances with the life of the other party ; snd that this was prsctiesllf 
sckuowIedgtHl at the time is evident from the fsct that the smoantaT 
stipend parable to the Nawab was revised upon the death of Sjcf*ood* 
Dowlah with the full consent of his successor, a proof that the piwioa 
Treaty waji not considered to confer any hereditary rights. And if the 
Treat J of 17iiG was not an hereditary ^Tresty that c^haracter csnnot bt 
claimed for tlie Treaty of 1770 which was couched in the same ccncfsl 
terms. I concur therefore, in the opinion with four SxoeUe«yf 
Goyeniment that under these Treaties, the Nswab Nasim of Ben^hM 
no atquired rights. 

6. In 1772. bv an order of Ike Court of Directors of the East Iiidis 
Compsny, )>aMed on a review of the proceedings of the Bengal Govob* 
ment upon the occssion of Moobsruck-ood-DowlsJi, and ofthe tiesty 
concluded with him by the Indisn Qovemment, tJke atiprmd af tht 
Nawab Nazim was fixeti at the annual amount of sirteen imcs of rupees. 
No treaties of a later date than 1770 were entered into with the descend- 
ant s of M(H>r Jaffir, but on the occasion of each succession, the member 
of the hoiiM* entitled to succeed bv Mahomedan law has been recogniied 
bv the Britiiih Govenunent as Nawab Nasim, and the stipend of stxteen 
lac!4 of rupvs has continued to be appropristed to the benefit of the 
Nuwiib Naziiii and other inembors of tUe family. By whatAoerer tenns 
strictiv (IcfintMl t)ie Nawab Xazim may hold the titles and pririleges 
wliicli he now eiijoytt, it is obvious to me tluit they could not be inter- 
fered uitli or altert*d, during c^ood conduct, without a riolation of the 
spirit, at lea^t. of the assurances which have been giren to him by our 
Govcnnueiit, and departure from the whole tenor of our transactions 
witli him during a long cours^e of years I perceive with aatiafisction, 
therefore, that your Ciovemment iiave no intention of disturbing sub- 
sift ing urranmMiu'nts for tlie pecuniary provision of the Nawab Nsxim 
and hin family, and the maintenance of the titular dignity of Hi* 
Highness. 

7. It appears that the personal allowance o/thf Nawab Naahtt Ans- 
self t« aooHt seven lacs of rupees, that from the remaining nine Ises, 
provi>i()n in made for the members of the family, and that tke bmlmmet 
goes to the fonnation of an accumulating fund Vnowa as the *' Nisamul 
l)ejK)f*it Fund."' 

s. It i» unnrcessnrif to trace further the history of the Fund. //* 

accumulation%^ representing as they do the unappropriated portions 

from ye:ir to year, of the sixteen lacs stipend, unquestiauabty beiomg Is 

the Sauah Xazim and his family, and can properly be expended mmfy 

for their Lenejit, But tliis does not confer upon the Nsam himmtf 
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any right to dispose or to superintend the disposal of these balances. 
This right belongs to the GK)Temment, under the conditions upon which 
the Fund was curuiituted. It was assumed in the first instance mainly 
for the benefit and protection of the Nazim and his family ; and I am 
of opinion that it is to the advantage of His Highness and his family 
that this system should be maintained. At the same time it would 
teem to be tttxirahUf and I belieTe, that to some extent, it has been the 
practice in past time, for your Government, through .the Agent at 
Moorshedabod ociasionaily^ to comult the Nazim with respect to any 
extraorttinaiy expenditure from the Aizamut Fund. 

9. In connexion with this question of administration of the Nizamut 
Funds, I may here consider the object of the claim advanced by the 
Nawab Nazim to appoint and difimiss his Dewan at pleasure. If the 
Dewan, over whom this absolute authority has been claimed, were 
cliargcd with the administrntion only of His Highness' own share of 
the stipend, or if the Nawab Nazim had established his right to exercise 
control over the Deposit Fund, his claim with respect to the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of the Dewau might be tenable. But the Dewan 
has hitherto administered both His Highness' personal stipend and the 
genernl financial affairs of the Ni/amut, including both the distribution 
of the separate stipends of other members of the family, and the 
management of the Deposit Fund, which has been ruled to be under 
Government control. It was necessary, therefore, that the Government 
which woM responsible Jor the Admtnistratiim of the Funds, and was 
bound to maintain tlie rights and interests of those in whose favour 
it had deemed it necessary to interfere, should have authority over the 
appointment of the minister charged with the executive details. Prac- 
tically, it appears to have been the custom for the Government and the 
Nnwab Nazim, in communication with each other, to appoint or dismiss 
a Dewan, and as the official salary was paid from His Highness* stipend, 
it was doubtless right that he should he consulted. But inctrnvenience 
has resulted from this arrangement. The Nawab Nazim, presuming 
upon the fact that tfie Dewan has been officially styled the ** Dewan of 
the Nawab Nazim," took upon himself summarily to dismiss the Dewan 
Kajah Prosunno Narain Deb, and to place the financial administration 
in the hands of his own sons. In consequence of this act, you have ap- 
point^ the Kajah, Dewan of the Nizamut, and charged the Deposit 
Fund with the payment of his salary, and you have communicated to 
the Nazim that the Government have no desire to interfere between 
him and his servants, or with his manner of expending his own per- 
sonal share of the Nizamut allowances, and that he may appoint a 
Dewan for the management of his own personal affairs. This very 
obvious arrangement is well calculated to meet the existing difficulty, 
and to prevent the recurrence of similar confiicts ; but it is worthy of 
the consideration of your Excellency's Government whether for the 
more effectual prevention of future misunderstanding, it miykt not be 
desirable to corner upon the officer acting upon the part of Government 
a wholly different official designation. 

10. But, although the Nawab Nazim, apparently influenced by evil 
advisers, both European and native, has, in summarily dismissing bis 
Dewan, acted in a disrespectful manner towards your Government, I 
am not without hope that by the exertions of your preiMint Agent at 
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Moonliedabad. he mxj jot be brought to a better state of mind aad 
express regret for his p:ist conduct. It w not to be/orffotiem that dttru^ 
the period of the Mutiny of the Bengal u±rm^^ the condmct tfBt 
Hi(jhiM»9 irfM marked btf totfaltjf and fidelity to the British Oi^ftn- 
ment, and that ax far a^ /ay i* hit power he rendered aesistamce ie tkf 
authorities of the District. I would not, therefore, on accoonl of 
what I hoi»c may be regtirded as an erceptional departure from ha 
onlinary bt^haviour towards your Government, deprive him of anjof 
the dip^iitien or privileges of his position, among the most highl? pnwd 
oi wliioli i.H tiie a[>p<)iiitment of a British officer of rank to' be tke 
eliannel of his iH)minuuieations with your Government. 

11. But whiUt Her Majesty's GoTemment are desirous that, nnlcBi 
tlie future coudiiet of the Xawab Nazim should call for such i 
measure upon your part, His Highness should not be deprived of mt 
of tlie honours and privileges oi which he is now in the enjovment; 
they are at tlie same time of opini<m that it wouid beinexpedieMU 
restore to him, those of which he vxts deprived in 185-1 br a spedd 
legishitive ena<"tment, in consequence of an outrage^ tckirJk wa» ewh 
sidertd at the time by tlu* (Jovemment, both in India and in England, 
to hare been attended with a tartje amount ofcuipabiliiu on the pari (f 
the Sazim. Her Majesty's Government cannot connent to the re- 
storation of exclusive privileges of this description, the existence of 
whicli has biM>n found from experience to be inconvenient and liable to 
abuse. His Higliness' salute, whieh was at the same time redaoed, 
has now binm ag:iin n>placed on its original footing, in consequence of 
his loyahy and good conduct during the mutinv ; but he most be ia- 
formed that Act XXVI 1. of 1854 can on no account be repealed. 
• • • • • # 

13. In conclusion, I have only to observe that I concur in opinion 
with Your Excellency's Gh)vcnnnent, that the extent of this eorretpon- 
dene is out (f all proportion to the matfnitude of the interests involted. 
Much (f it relates to matters of a veratious^ and in some respects of « 
frirolous character^ and I cannot but regret that so much of the time 
of the Government, lx)th of India and Bengal, has been expended in 
such unjtroHtable discussions. / trust, however, that your ExceUene^ 
h%f endeavouring to remove as far as can be done^ consistently with the 
public interests, all causes of irritation, especially in connexion with 
small matters, from the mind of the Nawab Nazim, witl soon be able 
to place ffour relations with His Highness on a more satisfactory 
footing. 

li 1 cannot close this despatch without referring to the terms in 
wliicli the Nawab Nivzim has adverted to the circumstances under 
which the arn'ars, accumulated during his minority, were dissipated 
ujwn his b<H'oming of age. The statement of these eirrumstances in 
the despatch of tlie Government of India, dated 5th May, 1854, has 
not satisfied me that His Highness had not good ground of complaint 
against the Agent, bg whose proceedings so large a sum was placed in 
jeopardg and ultimatelg lost. Had those circumstances been more 
early known to your Government, they would, as observed in the 
despatch referred to, liave called for a strict and searching inquirv but 
the decetise of Mr. Torrens, the Agent in question, having preciuded 
such an enquiry at the time, / am reluctantlg driven to the comelmsion 
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mi trhich you hav€ arrived, that nobenefit will arise from reopening the 
consideration of that subject. 

I have, &c.f 
(Signed) C. Wood, 
(Signed) C. U. Aitchison, 

Under-Secretary to the G-overnment of India. 
(True Copy) (Signed) Maitbicb Power, 

Assistant in charge office on Tour. 
(True Copy) (Signed) W. B. BrcKLB, 

Agent GK)vernor-General. 

Paragraph 12 of the above despatch not furnished with copy, for" 
warded to the Nawab Naziin contains the following important infor- 
mation : — " I am of opinion that the future position of Nawab Nazim's* 
'* sous should be fixed and defined with as little delay as possible. Her 
•* Majesty's Govemnient desire to have the views of Your Excellency 
" on this subject. Your Excellency is aware that this Oovemment 
" are fully sensible of the INCONVENIENCE OF PERPETUA- 
" TING IN THIS OR ANY OTHER FAMILY A LINE OF 
♦'TITLED STIPENDIARIES without power and responsibility, 
^^ and ioithout sal u tar if employment, <j*c., Sfc, it would seem to be the 
" wish of the Niiwab Ntvzimthat his sons should be trained to some 
*♦ useful occupations, I sliould be glad if arrangements could be made 
" for enabling them to betrome useful members of Society. The accu' 
" mutations of the Nizamut Depont Fund MIGHT afford permanent 
** endowment to a certain extent.** 



It must appear to all observing men that the above 
despatch was written to support the opinions expressed 
by the Governor-General in 18(j2, and not to do justice to 
the Nawab. It was with a view of having his claims 
reconsidered that His Highness came to England and 
addressed Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India 
by a Memorial, dated 18th July, 1869. 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in Para. 2 
of the above despatch distinctly stated " All the corrcB- 
pondeiice necessary to the formation of a correct opinion tvith 
respect to the social questions which they illvstrate had then 
been received,'^ yet it will hardly be credited that after Hig 
Highness has been put to the trouble and expense of 
visiting England to personally appeal to the Government, 
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bis Memorial bas been sent to India for a Beport from 
tbe Local Government. Many montbs have since elapsed, 
but up to tbe present moment no reply bas been given by 
tbe Imperial G-ovemment to His Higbness either for or 
against bis claims, wbicb appears very extraordinary. 
Tbe claims must be eitber rigbteous or groundless ; if the 
former, it would be creditable to acknowledge them ; if 
tbe latter, tbey should be repudiated at once, and the 
honour of tbe British Nation vindicated, for no possible 
advantage can arise from delay or by offering a passive 
resistance to tbe Nawab on tbe subject of bis claims. 

In Para. 3 tbe receipt of tbe several Memorials is ac- 
knowledged, and tbe purport of them set forth ; but no 
reason is even given for not having furnished His High- 
ness with replies thereto. 

Tbe legitimacy of tbe descent of tbe present Nawab 
from Meer Jaffir Ali Khan is boldly admitted in Para. 4, 
and also the stipulations of the grant of tbe Dewanny 
which was conferred upon the English East India Com- 
pany as " a conditional Jaghire " (gift) whereby they ctgreed 
to pay on behalf of the Nawahs Nazim a certain fixed 
" tribute to the Court at Delhi, and provide for the expenses of 
" the Nizamut, reserviiig whatever might remain out of tks 
revenues of the three Provinces after paying the above for 
their own use!^ The writer of the Despatch is, however, a 
little in error as to the time when the Dewanny was con- 
ferred ; it was not given nor even applied for until after 
the death of Meer Jaffier, and during the reign of his son 
Nudjm-ul-dowlah who accepted of a certain fixed amount in 
full of all demands for himself and successors as an adequate 
allowance for the expenses of the Nizamut, to he regulaHiy 



it 



285 

paid as long as the English Company's Factories continue in 
Bengal. The gift of the Dewanny was only the appoint- 
ment to the office of collecting the BevenueSy and, conse- 
quently, did not in itself entitle the servants of the 
Company to usurp any authority without the sanction of 
the Nawab for whom they merely acted as managers. It 
would be as reasonable to suppose that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in England should govern the whole of 
the country, because he is at the head of the Eevenue 
Department as that the East India Company were 
entitled to deprive the Nawabs of their rights. That 
the Company took advantage of the trust reposed 
in the 111 by the Nawab is obvious ; but that is no 
reason why the British Government shoiQd follow 
their example, for the feelings of Englishmen must 
naturally revolt at the idea of taking mean advantage of 
those who are now powerless, and to whose ancestors we 
owe our dominion in the East. The object for which the 
Imperial Firmaun was intended to x>rovide, viz. : the 
Nizamut has not died out, and until this is the case, or 
the Nizamut rebels, the Imperial Firmaun must be 
binding on the British Government in respect of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. The Company 
may have undertaken to perform the executive duties of 
the Nizamut, but for this they were fully recompensed by 
the Nawabs who permitted their stipends to be cut down 
to meet the extra expenses entailed on the Company 
until the year 1770, when a permanent settlement was 
muiuaUy agreed upon^ and evidently considered by 
the Government of India as a fixed deduction from 
its revenues. It might be urged that since the British 
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Oovcrnment took over the Supreme Adminutnikm 
of India, the Imperial Firmaun of 1765 became infilid. 
This argument, however, cannot hold good, bnt would 
rather act in favour of the Nawab who so noblj 
sided with our Government during the Bebellion of I 
1857, when he might have been in a measure jnsti&d 
in opposing it and supporting the King of Delhi witli 
whom it was at variance. For this cu^t of loyaUy alau 
to the British Crown, which no doubt saved for it the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, we think the 
British Q-overnmeut ought to do justice to the Nawsb, 
and support him in his claims upon the Indian €K>veni- 
ment. 

The general inconsistency of the arguments in Para. 5 of 
the Despat^^h must to commercial men appear obvious, 
for if two parties enter into an agreement, the daration 
of that agix}ement, if expressed^ can in no waj be affected 
by the interests involved — hence the Agreements with 
Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah or Syef-iQ-dowlab would hold 
good so long as "the English Comi)any'8 Factories continue 
in Bengal" (Pages 22, 24). But the duration of the Agree- 
ment of 1770 was even more clearly expressed, for it 
concluded in the uumistakeable words : " T'his Agree- 
ment^ hy the blessing oj God^ shall be inrnoUxbly observed 
for erer*' (Page 27) therefore the other contracting partv 
to the Agreement, the East India Company, were in their 
peculiar position of trust legally bound to pay Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah and his successors '' for ever " what- 
ever consideration or Civil List was named in that 
Agreement. The all-important words " for ever" in 
the last Agreement, may have been ingeniously left out 
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bv the writer of the Despatch, in order to give an 
apparent consistency to his argument, but this omission 
cannot in any way afifect the legality of the document 
alluded to, for in a Court of Justice it would rather 
tend to support the Agreement itself, and throw a doubt 
on the Despatch on the principle adduced in common law 
respecting documents ** falsus in uno falsus in omnis/' 

Again by comparing Para. 6 of the above Despatch 
with the Order contained in the Despatch from the 
Court of Directors, dated 20th April, 1771 (Page 31)— 
which is evidently referred to for the purpose of showing 
that the Agreement made in 1770 with Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah by the Bengal Government was 
invalid — it will be seen that the Court of Directors did 
not attempt to withdraw from the responsibility their 
legally constituted agents in India had imposed upon 
the Company, but merely censured the Governor-General 
for not having made better terms, and also ordered 
him, as the guardian of the young Nawab, to keep back 
(while he was a minor) that portion of his stipend 
appointed for his state and rank, and only pay him 
sixteen lacs until he reached his majority; hence the 
conclusions drawn in that Paragraph must be incorrect, 
and the Agreement of 1770 should, in justice, hold in its 
entirety unless indeed as hinted in the latter part of the 
Paragraph, the Government of India can use might 
against rights and refuse to act up to their obligations. 

From Para. 7, it would be supposed that the Nawab 
Nazim himself has a personal allowance of seven lacs 
of rupees (£70,000), and that all the other members of 
his family are provided for from the balance of the 
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sixteen lacs; sucb, however, is not the case, for His 
Highness, out of the seven hues, proTides for his own 
family and connexions (145 souls), besides meeting aB 
the expenses of his palace, g^oards, servants, sod 
retinue ; therefore, instead of having anj snrploi for 
himself, has to provide for a large deficit from the pririte 
revenues of some of his relatives, while the Qovemmait 
of India absorbs nearly six lacs of rupees (jS6O,000) 
annually into the Nizamut Deposit Fund, instead of 
two lacs (£20,000), as agreed upon (Page 79). Caa 
we, therefore, wonder at His Highness having so fire- 
quently pressed his claims upon the attention of the 
British Government ? 

For an explanation of Para. B of the I>espatch, nc 
must refer our readers to Pages 52 and 86, where the 
formation of the several Funds is fullj entered upon. 
These unquestionably belong to the Nawab, and ou^ 
surely to be under his supervision, as they have been 
formed from the accumulations of his ovm money; bat 
even this privilege has been denied him, and of late 
years, excepting a grant to His Highness for his journey 
to England, little benefit has been derived from the Fundi 
either by himself or the members of the Nizamut Family. 

The remaining Paras. 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14, in 
which some strange assertions are made, will be fully 
understood by a reference to His Highuess's last Me- 
morial of July, 1869, Page 329 and Page 303, or to the 
large copy of His Highness's Memorial, with appendices, 
printed for private circulation, which was forwarded 
to the India Office in July 1869, for the purpose of 
enabling Her Majesty*s Secretary of State for Tniiy in 
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Council to reconsider the subject of His Highness's 
claims which had been set aside by the Despateh of June 
1864, and from which this work has been compiled. 
As to the extent of the correspondence being " out of 
all proportion to the magnitude of the interests involved,** 
this can only be looked upon as a private opinion, for in 
the cause of justice every pains should be taken to arrive 
at the truth, and every evidence (documentary or other- 
wise) brought to bear upon the subject, in order to 
arrive at a correct conclusion regarding the interests 
involved, be they large or small ! Besides, as the National 
Faith has been pledged, and the credit of the Nation is 
of paramount importance, the interests involved are 
immense ! British Honour and Faith are at stake (Page 
9(5), and cannot be neglected to suit the capricious opinion 
of any Government official. 

The foot note to the Despatch which was found 
amongst some papers connected with a lawsuit in which 
His Highness is now engaged, exhibits the policy proposed 
for doing further injustice to Indian Princes by with- 
drawing from them that support which has been 
guaranteed to them by the terms of Solemn Treaties and 
Engagements, as fully set forth in the following 
Memorial. 

From His Hiqhness the Nawa.b Nazim of Bengal, 
Behab and Orissa, To His Grace the Duke of 
Argyll, &c., &c., Secretary of State for India in 
Council. 

My Lord Duke, 

With a firm reliance on the honor and justice of the British Govern- 
ment, which from generation to generation gained the unbounded 
confidence of my ancestors and other Princes of India, I have been led 

U 
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to yiflit England in order to penonallj memoralize Her MAJectr'i 
GoTemment in respect to certain grieranoes and acta of injustice to mj 
family, for which 1 have rainly endeavoured to obtain rediesa in Inditi 
I now, therefore, bt»g renjHH't fully to addrcM Your Gh-ace a« the Secw- 
tarv and Ri»preaontutive of Iler MaJestT*i» Oovemnaeiit for India. »ad 
to lay before Your Grace a narrative of facts with my views tbewoB, 
in the earnest hope that Your Grace will give the aubject your wae 
consideration, and accord to me and my familj audi juatioeas, is 
the opinion of Her M^esty's Government, the merita of our case ire 
deserving of. 

In reply to tlie several Memorials submitted by me through tie 
Indian Government for tlie consideration of Hcnr Majestv*s CbTtm- 
ment, tlie Kxtracts (Pages 269 and 279), were forwarded to ne 
by the SiH*n'tary to the Government of Bengal for mv informauoB 
and guidance ; and although from Extract- (Page 279) it is clear ihi( 
the late Si*cn>tary of State for India ac^knowledgea my de«xnt 
from Nawab Meor JafTir Ali Khan, yet there are cortain points cf 
vital im]>ortanct> ti> myst^lf and my family which have been wroo^T 
repn»wntcd, and thc«M», 1 tnwt, may now be fairly inquired into mi 
equitably adjusttni by Her Majesty's GK)vemment, »o that I and mj 
succeswrs may n*alize the truth of the asMurauce given me in 1$j6 
by the Viceroy, His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning, in the follow- 
ing words : — 

" Your Hiijhm^MM ma^ be OMSured ikat the consideration, retpect ni 
**friendtif interest in the prosperous administration of wour affmn^ 
** and just regard to the honors and dignities due to tfonr hereditary 
*' rank, and the prescriptive privileges of your high station, gM- 
** ranteed ftg the stipulations of subsisting Treaties and lon^-ed^ 
** lished Belations, observed and cherished by Jbrmer Oovenon- 
*' General, frill, on the part also of this sincere Jriend he Jhreuik 
*' fostered and punctual Ig fulfilled r (Page 194) 

A rt>ferenc(' to the Kxtracts alluded to will give an insight into ths 
grievances which this Memorial purports to aet forth ; but that Your 
Grace may be able to inquire into each spacificallj, I beg to advance 
them under separate heads, as follows : — 

I. THE HEBEDITABT NATURE OF CERTAIN TBEATIIS, 
AND THE CHANGE IN THE TIEWS OF THE GK>VSBNMEMT WITH 
REQABD TO THEM. 

II. THE UNJUSTIFIABLE ATTITUDE AS8U1CBD BT HIS 
LOBDSHIP THE MABQUIS OF DALHOUSIE TOWABD8 MTSELF 
ON ALL QUESTIONS BELATINO TO THE NIZAMUT, ON A XI8* 
CONCEFTION OF MT BEINO IN SOME WAY CONNECTKD WITH 
A BASE OUTRAGE COMMITTED BT SOME MENIAI. 8BRYANT8, 
OF WHICH I WAS NOT EVEN COGNIZANT AT THB TIMS. 

III. THE ABBOGATION OF THE REGULATIONS OF 1805, 
1806, AND 1823, BT ACT XZYII OF 1854. 
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IV. THE NIZAMUT DEPOSIT FUND, AEBITBABILY CON- 
VERTED INTO A " BOOK-DEBT BEARING NO INTEREST ;'* AND 
GENERAL MISAPPLICATION OP THE FUND TO PURPOSES 
ALTOGETHER FOREIGN TO ITS TRUE INTENT AND OBJECT. 

V. THE UNJUST AND HARSH TREATMENT I EXPERIENCED 
FROM THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT DURING THE LATTER 
PERIOD OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF LORD CANNING, AND 
THE SPECIFIC LOSSES AND DEPRIVATIONS I HAVE SUFFERED 
IN CONSEQUENCE. 

VI. EXTRAORDINARY TRANSACTIONS OF MR. TOBRENS, 
AGENT OOVERNOR-GENERaL. 

These, Your Ghrace, being the principal subjects I desire to bring 
to the notice of Her Majesty's GoTernment, I will proceed to explain 
each one fully. 

I. THE HKEKDITARY NATURE OP CERTAIN TREATIES, AND 

THE CUANGK l.V THE VlEWa OP THE GOVERNMENT WITH 
REGARD TO THEM. 

Before entering upon the details of the Treaties in question, I would 
respectfully ask Your Grace to consider the exact meaning of the word 
Treaty. 

A Treaty is a formal league, or contract, between two ruling powers 
or sovereigns, for the adjustment of differences, or for forming an 
agreement for their mutual benefit, and cannot in honor be broken 
througli by either power so long as their respective successors exist. 
It differs from an ordinary agreement in so far that whereas in an 
ordinary agreement heirs and successors are particularized — in a Treaty 
no allusion is ever made to such — since with ruling powers it is never 
contemplated, that tlie succession will die out, nor would it be politic 
when a Treaty is being framed to even hint at the death or extinction 
of either ruling power. 

When the representatives of two Governments conclude a Treaty, 
they are bound to observe good faith towards each other, not personally 
as individuals, but as the respective heads of the Powers they repre- 
sent in continuous succession, and no Treaty can in honor be mod^ed 
without the consent of both the ruling powers therein represented. 

Tlio Treaties (Pages 6, 9, 12, 15, 22, 23, 26) referred to in 
my former Memorials, were entered into by the Honorable East 
India Company with my ancestors, Nawabs Meer Mahomed Jaffir All 
Khan, Nudjm-ul-dowlah, Syef-ul-dowlah, and Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, 
and are dated respectively 4th June, 1757, 10th July, 1763, 25th 
February, 1765, 30th September, 1765, 19th May, 1766, and 2l8t 
March, 1770. 

U 2 
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Treaties (Pages 6, 9 and 12) were drawn ap between the Engluli £*< 
India Company, a roiwftVM/Mf ruling power of the one part, and Ninb 
Meor Mahomcil Jaffir Ali Khan a cotutifmied ruling power of the otiier 
part, and liaving boon entered upon bj them in good faith, i»it' 
reiire-icntutiTes ol" two Governments for mutual benefit, (as set forti 
in the Treaties) were in honor binding on them and their sucrtssof*. 
On the deatli of Nawab Meer JaiTur Ali Khan, his eldest surririnf *« 
!Nawub Nudjm-ul-dowlah, ascended the mu«nud as the legitunsk 
sucresftor ; but, as the eountry was in an unsettled condition, in cot- 
stHjuence of the war then carrying on agains^ Nawab Shujah-ul-dovUi 
— the ruhng powers evidently deemed it expedient for their matuii 
security, to add some special clauses to the Treaty with Nawab M«r 
Jaflir, which they accordingly did by the supplementary Twatr icd 
Agreement of 1765, after going through the preliminary form of nD* 
fying and confirming the original one, which really was the baus d 
their o(>erations, and was intended to last for ever, or at least so^ 
aM their successors acttnl in concert with one another and obeerrtd 
mutual friendly relations. 

Soon after the accession of Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah, the gnut d 
the Dewanny was conferred upon the East India CompaoT bj the 
Kin^ of Delhi, under certain stipulations to which they as well s» tltf 
Nawab, accetlcHl, viz. : *' Th^ would remit ths m«»» €>f* tmyeni^-tixlaa 
of rupees annually to (he Royal Oovemment^ and />rori</e for the a* 
pensex of the yizamut, reserving whatever balance might remain <ni 
of the revenues of the three provinces of Bengal^ Behar, and Orim, 
after poyitiy the above, for their own use'' (Page 21) . This necess^ated 
a new clause hi the Treaty M-ith the Nawab, which was added in Sept, 
17G5. The object of this clause is obvious from its woiding. The 
East India Company being men of business and unwilling to run thf 
risk of cliwhing with their firm allies, the house of Meer Jaffir bvia 
undefined settlement of accounts, at once proposed a fixed amount in 
full of all demands, as the Nizamut's share of the revenues of the pnh 
vinccH, which was, aft<?r due consideration, accepted bv the Nawsb, 
who reposed implicit confidence in the honour of the British natksi, 




Bengal:' (Page 22) 

On the accession of Nawab Syef-ul-dowlah some further additioos 
were fouud nccessarj' for the mutual benefit of the ruling Powers, tDti 
accordingly another 8up]>lementary Treaty and Agrei*ment was d»w3 
out, and connected with the original Treaty of Nawab Meer Jaffir and 
also the additional ones with Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah by an artide 
ratifying and confirming them all. The object of the additional clause* 
is clear. The East India Company, seeing the disadvantages of a 
Government with divided responsibilities, undertook the whole of the 
military, as well as the civil duties of the Provinces, in consideration 
of the Nawab allowing them to take twelve lacs of rupees annuallv 
from his stipend for the support of the troops, and this Agreement wad 
also intended to be observed " as long as the English f<zetories eoa- 
tinue in Bengal." (Page 24) • 

When Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah ascended the musnnd the last 
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Supplementary Treaty was drawn out, and also connected with the 
original Treaty with Nawab Meer JafBr, and the other supplementary 
ones, by the leading article ratifying and confirming them all. The 
object of this Treaty was evidently to secure a permanent pecu- 
niary arrangement with the house of Meer Jaffir, on more favourable 
terms to the Company ; for by this time the Hon. East India Com- 
pany, having had the entire collection of the revenues of the Provinces 
for five years, were enabled to form a pretty correct idea of the returns 
available, after paying the Royal GK)vemment, and meeting the ex- 
penses of their Civil and Military Establishments, &c. ; and as it is 
probable that they at the time had heavy demands upon their Trea- 
sury, owing to the unsettled state of the country, they no doubt pro- 
posed the reduction in the Nawab's share of the revenues to such a 
sum as they could always meet without being placed in difficulty them- 
selves, they being the responsible financiers of the State. Thus far, 
all the modifications in the Treaties having been executed with the 
mutual consent of the contracting parties, were apparently plain and 
straightforward, and consistent with the principles of justice and 
honour, and since the sum last assigned for Nizamut purposes 
(Rs. 31,81,991-9) was so small a proportion of the revenues of the pro- 
vinces that it need never have been reduced, the Treaty with Moba- 
ruck-ul-dowlah, concludes by invoking a blessing from the Almighty 
as a guarantee that it would be ** inviolably observed for ever. * 
(Page 27) 

It is argued in the despatch (Page 279) that *Uhe Company 
" undertook to perform the duties of the Nizamut^ and made prO' 
" vision for its expenses by paying their own servants to do the 
" work which had before been done by the servants of the Nazim. 
" The office of the Nizamut being thus practically abolished, and its 
" duties merged into general administration of the country, the stipu- 
" lation of the Imperial Firman ceased with the objects for which it 
" wa^ intended to provide. I am of opinion, therefore, that the family 
" of the Nawab Nazim of Bengal have under the Firman of Shan 
" Allum no claim upon the British Government. But the administra- 
" live duties of the Nizamut having been transferred to the Company^ 
" a personal provision was made for the family of the Nazim. It was 
" right that consideration should be shown to the sons of Meer Jaffir 
*' Aii," &c. I would respectfully urge. Your Grace, that when examined 
without prejudice, the above argument will be found to be based on a 
misconception of the meaning of the word Nizamut. The word Niza- 
mut is synonymous with the EngUsh term Royal Family, and can only 
be appUed to the Nawabs Nazim, not as the Government, but merely 
as the titled heads of it, since they had no more to do with the prac- 
tical administrative duties of the Government than the Sovereigns of 
Europe now have. 

In proof of this, Your Grace, it is observable that in the second 
Supplementary Treaty with Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah, although the 
principal portion of the duties of the State, that is the Dewanny, or 
CivQ Administration, of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa, together with the revenues thereof, had been conferred on the 
English Company by the Emperor of Delhi, the grant was subject to 
certain conditions set forth in the Firman by which it was conferred, 
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one of which waa, ** tkert Mhall be a sufficient ailawamee awttftlemi 
•* rtrenuet for supporting the expense* of the Xisamut^ or SvJm% 
fiimilv; and again the Nawab agreed to a certain fixed sum ^ mm 
adequate allowance for the expenses of tJke yizamut,^^ which expe&» 
art* iliMinotly eiKvifuil under t«ro heads, ti*. : R». 17,78,854—1 fcr 
household or I'umilv i*xp(.*nM?s, and Ks. 36,07,277 — 8 for guanii isi 
penkJiuil |mlaci* attc'udaut» befitting his rank and station. Ag^Ti^fan 
the c-oiTfsjiondiug clauw of the Treatv with Xawab-Sjef-ul-doTiil 
when> the Nixamut stipend M-na fixed at the reduced figure of 
K«. -ll.SlSJdl — 9, in cons-ideration of the Company having nndrtifa 
the §rhole of the niihtan administration of the provinces, which tk 
^'a«ab ugnvd sliould "6*' entirely l^ to their discretion aad find 
management,"' as he would thus be relierod from all pecuniarr rt?^ 
sibility in the atlaira of Guvemment without lowering hispohtiai 
stilt UH a.** u titular printv, it is evident that the word JSizam^ tuobH^ 
thffamiltf of ytizims^ and not the Administrative Government. 

The i«unu' fiu-t niav be proved from the last Treatv with Xiwk 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlnh ; and oiniv it was an agreement that was *"hki 
inriolabltf oltxerred for erer," it is ri'asouable to suppose that the 
^'izamut ^tipeud, as then fixiHl at Ks. 31,81,991 — 9, should inhtrntet 
and Justice have been regidarlv paid bv the GK>vemment of Inda to 
eaeh Nswiib who has since »uci*eeaiHl. 

It is further hlattMl in the Despatch (F^e 279), in allusion to the 
Treatiesi of 17(>« and a770:— "In t«ch of these Treaties the >'a«b 
** exprtn«^lv indicated lumself as the ]>er8on to whom these advant«2« 
** are to aivnu', and 1 (*unnot pertx?ive that in either case the Nawib 
" who was psrtv to the Treaty had any regard to other intercflti 
•• than hij* own." 

Sun»lv, YourGnuv, it is not n^'M>nable to suppose that theHoDOll^ 
able C'onijtany and the Xawab8, when oxtH*utin|r thei^e Treaties, had 
no rei:;ii-<l to their HUivessors— for not only does the Desiiatoh from the 
Hoii«mnil»le Ctuirt of Diiwtors* of 2()th April 1771 c*ontradii^ this 
view of the (pieiition, but tlie Trinities theniM>lves being based on tb( 
Imperial Finnan \Oiieh expn'iisly .-tipidated fur the ^* providinq fif 
'* thf txftt-nxfx if the Sizamut '* did not nv]uire the insertion of in» 
BjHN'ial (•laii>e to M'eure tliis objtH*t — particularly as it had in the firi 
in^tumv, btvn cxi)resek'd ui the Treaty with ^awab Xudim-ul-do«)^ 
at tlie time of the gnmt of the Dewanny. 
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won* fully feeurtHl, ^hile at the same time the Nawab relinquished 
much thiit he v\tis fairly entitknl to by those Treaties. Hencv, on 
these jjntunds it ciuniot fairly Iv argued that the Treaties were of » 
purely |MM-sonal <hnractcr. But even iiup]xising the Xawab Mobaruel- 
ul-ilowlal» evccuteil the Trv»aty frt»m *• purely ]K'rsonal motives, re- 

ganllos of the udvinitajje* dcrivetl bv the Ilououmble Companv** 

yet the Jlonourjihlc (\»uipan> on their part having guaranteed tliat it 
would be *' iiirioffiUi/ <thsrrveti for ever " were tit AoMoar and instite 
bound to lullil the conditions thenMU named. 
It may ]>oi<dibly be urgeil that the words *^*for ever *' bear do 
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signification and are redandant ; but with respect to this, permit me 
to state, Your Grace, that Treaties are generally framed bj rational 
boingd, and when their effect is intended to be limited, such limitation 
is expressly notified, as in the Treaty, with the Nawab Nudjm-un 
dowlah, which contemplated an existence only "«o long as the 
" Factories of the English continue in Bengal,^* Eyen this could 
never haye been intended to cease with the life of Nudjm-ul-dowlah ; 
but was concluded in those words rather as an inducement for his 
successors to continue to support the authority of, and remain the 
firm allies of the English, who, on their part, guaranteed to support 
the succession, and adhere to the terms of the Treaties so long as they 
continued in Bengal. 

Again, it is irrational to suppose that in the last Treaty with 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, the solemn invocation to the Almighty asking 
His blessing on the inviolable observance **for ever " of the Treaty was 
accidental, and that the Treaty was really intended only to last 
during the life-time of the Prince who executed it. It would be as 
rational to suppose that the dissolution of the Government of the 
East India Company absolved the British Government from all 
obligations contracted by that august body while ruling in the East, 
since virtually the death of the representatives contracting the obliga- 
tions had taken place : yet Her Majesty in the Proclamation of 1858, 
with the advice of both Houses of Parliament, acceptod the obligation 
to ** scrupulouslg maintain " all Treaties entered into by the Honour- 
able East India Company. 

It is not for a Prince in my position, crushed and trampled down as 
I have been, to presume to criticise the acts of a powerful GK)vemment, 
who have declared that it is by their " free grace and favour " alone 
that I hold my position : and who on my attempting, in 1860, to 
bring facts to their notice, were pleased to remark, that 1 was guilty of 
discourtesy and want of respect to the British Government. I, how- 
ever, feel thankful that in this free country, where I now sojourn, I 
can lay my grievances at once before Her Majesty's Qt)vemment in a 
true and faithful light, without fear of giving offence, and with a full 
assurance that justice will be done me without prejudice. I will, 
therefore, with Your Grace's permission, bring to the notice of Her 
Majesty's Government, an act of injustice wliich laid the foundation 
of all the pecuniary difficulties in which the successors of Nawab 
Meor JafHer AU Khan have since been involved, and led to the in- 
troduction of all the measures which have since tended to lower the 
political and social status of my family. 

The Treaty with Mobaruck-ul-dowlah (even if considered, for the 
sake of argument, as a personal one between a powerful Government 
and a powerless Prince), was a solemn engagement binding the Go- 
vernment to pay him the full allowance of Rs. 31,81,991-9, during his 
lifetime. Yet the Government, during the minority of the Prince, 
withheld Rs. 15,81,991-9, on the ground that sixteen lacs were enough 
for any Nawab during his minoritg ; and further when His Highness 
came of age, no portion of the sums withheld was restored to him, 
nor was his stipend raised to the amoimt stipulated for in the Treaty 
although the Munneo Begum repeatedly appealed to the Qt) vemment 
on the subject, under an assurance firom the Governor-General, Mr. 
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Warren HMtings, that tlio full amount would he paid when thi 
Nawab reached Ids mi^oritj. Tlie following quotstion, from i 
l>e«})at('li to tlie Goyemment of India will fully elucidate mj renuufa^ 
and lenvo Your Grace in full possesaion of all the fiurta oonnedcd wA 
thiit 8ubjiHi. 

The Court of Directors wrote as follows : — " In noticing the 
** encNjiniums jou paM upon your own abilities, "wre cannot but ob> 
*' Hone with astonuihnient, that an event of so much importuMVM 

the (ioatli of Nuwab Syef-ul-dowlah, and the estiiblishment of • 

HucHH^itHor in »o great a degree of non-age, should not hare bea 
*' attondtnl tcith tfrnte adtantaget to the Company which mck t 
" i'inMini:«tance aflbrds to jour view. We mean not to diaappron 
" the prfxerring the succession of thefamifjf of Meer JtiMr ; on tl* 
** contra FT, hoik justice and policy recommended the measmre, b«l 
** wluMi wc consider the state of minoritj of the new Soubadhar,ve 
** know not on what ground it coidd have been thought neoeaesijto 
'* continue to him the stipend allowed to his adult predooessor ; ooo* 
** rinced as we are, that an allowance of sixteen lacs per annum wiB 
" be suflicient for the Xawab's state and rank, while a mimor^ vf 
** must consider ereiT addition thereto as so much to be wasted. Ton 
" are, therefore, during the non-age of the Nawab^ to reduce his snnial 
" stipend to sixteen hu^s of rupees." (Page 31) 

From the above, it is evident that the Honoun^ble Court of Diiecton 
considered themselves bound injustice to abide by the Treaties whidi 
guaranteed the succession to tlie descendants of Meer Jaffir as ^•^ the 
pujment of the full amount stipulated for, to the respective hein 
wlien they arrived at their minority (although thej oiderad tiior 
reprcHcntutives in India to withhold a portion during the mimaritw ^ 
JSawah Moharuck-ul-dowlah) ; I would, therefore, Teare it for Year 
Grace to consider why tliis just conclusion was not afterwards acted 
up to: and I may here be allowed to draw a parallel between Uie 
liiiitory of the house of Meer Jafllr, in their relations with tiie 
lUoiiouraWe Company, and that of any of the European Allied 
Princoi* or NoblenuMi in their relations with their Sovereigns. In 
Kun)|>e it was customary, during the early periods of Gk>Temment, 
for Sn]>nMne Rulers to enter into treaties with their Allies (Prino« 
and Nobles), and to give them grants of land, and privileges under 
Rovid Warrant, or Charter, for the purpose of securing their allegiance, 
and that of their successors, or, as marks of Royal favour in return 
for HiTvicrs rcndertnl to the Sovereign. The recipients of these ad- 
vantages were gtrncnilly the heads of military bodies, and k^^vA'^ 
in pn>toctuig the countries over which their Sovereign held sway. 
In proccHs of time miHtary organization underwent many chances, 
until at length, in the present day, all trace of the feudal sTstemnas 
been lost. Yet the AHIihI Princes and Nobles are allowed to retain 
all the advantages conferred u)X)n their ancestors, from generation 
to genenition, except in tliosc countries where revolutions have 
destroyed the landmarks of ancient grandeur, and over>thix>wn the 
Ruling Power. But no rtn'olution has overthrown the British 
Goveniment of India : tlien why should the family and succeesors <^ 
3IetT Jafllr, the fnilliful allies of tlio British Government, be trampled 
down? Your Grace, my ancestors were faithfully attached to the 
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British cause, and I myself have clone all in my power to support 
tlie British rule in India, by placing my available resources at the 
command of the Government, when circwnstances required it (vide 
Letters Pages 199 to 209.) Yet I have never solicited any reward or 
recognition of my services beyond what I consider I am entitled to 
by Treaty, and although other Princes have had titles conferred upon 
them, and even one of my servants was honoured with a distinguished 
mark of esteem, I mygelf have never received any consideration, nor 
has even justice been accorded to my claims, though I have earnestly 
entreated for it. Even the descendants of rebels, and those who 
opposed the British, and resisted their estabUsliment in India, have 
been liberally dealt with, while I, following the good example of my 
ancestors, and fully confiding in the good faith and honour of the 
British nation <u expressed in Treaties^ and in the written dectara- 
tions of Governors- Oeneralf have heard it said that all those state- 
ments were mere idle expressions, and bore no sigmfication whatever. 
It is a hard matter. Your Grace, for an Eastern Prince, brought up 
to beUeve Lmphcitly in the good faith and honour of the Britim 
nation, to hear any one say that Public Treaties, Proclamations, and 
Official LeCters are used as means for practising Political deception. 
No, Your Grace, I cannot credit this, and n^er than that such 
should be proved to me, I pray the Almighty may remove me from 
this world, so that I may die, as I have Uvea, in the firm conviction 
that British honour and public faith are unimpeachable, and that 
the word and bond of the British can never be changed, I will never 
believe that the Treaties drawn up with my ancestors are otherwise 
than binding on the Britisli nation, since it is impossible that the 
representatives of a Christian Government calling themselves 
Christians, and fearing Gk>d, would invoke His Holy name for 
purposes of deception and spoliation. 

I now desire to draw Your Grace's attention to the consideration of 
the question, whether the Treaties alluded to were regarded by the 
contracting parties as merely personal, or whether they were held to 
possess an hereditary nature. It is now said, that they were of a per- 
Bonal character, but I would ask : ** Did the Honourable East India 
Company take this view of the Treaties ? Did they allege, on the 
death of Mobaruck-ul-dowlah that all Treaty obligations between them 
and the Nizam ut Family had ceased ? On the contrary, so late as 
1B40, after I had succeeded to the Musnud of the Nizamut, the 
Honourable the Court of Directors refer to the annual stipend of six- 
teen lacs as ** the Assignment by Treaty of the Family." (Page 108) 

Again, reviewing the Treaties, it will be seen that there was no need 
for a fresh Treaty on the death of Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, since the policy 
which dictated the acquisition of the entire Administrative Qt)vem- 
inent of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, by means of Treaties, had by 
tliat time been crowned with a success as unprecedented as it was 
complete. 

The last Treaty confirmed the transfer of the military defence of the 
Provinces from the Nizamut to the Honourable East India Company 
in perpetuity and guaranteed a permanent compensation for this ; 
there was, therefore, nothing more to treat for ; and it is not to the 
point to enquire now, why the Honourable Company did not, in 1770, 
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take poMetsion of tho ProTinoee hy righi qf the sirom^eti, wad it obn 

ignore the nooeMity of making Treaties ! On the oontnzy, it b tkif 
fact that demancU attention, that by Treat j the Honourable £Mt 
India C'oniiiany gradually obtained possession of these Provinc««, tai 
when the hwt of thejie Treaties was framed thej in return spedinT 
enga^tnl in inakhig it binding '* for ever J* It niaj well then be a- 
quire<l, whenee the neixntsity for new Treaties when so dear a gnuir 
tee had been given of the duration of the last one executed ? For it ii 
ButTieiently pivved tliat the eontracting parties recog:iiiBed the exittug 
raliditjf of the hwt Treaty, as shown in the Honourable Coart* 
Dei«{>atch, dutetl the 2-U.h April, 1840, and also from the aninteiniptBd 
hannony of 8U(*oe»8ion up to my period ! 

Again, from the following extract of a letter (quoted at length under 
the thinl hea<l of i\\\A Memorial) written on 20th Februair, 18H ^ 
Mr. (now Sir Charh^») Trevelyan, Your G-raee will observe that tli 
Oovemor-Oeneral in Council admitted the existence and application d 
the Treaty of 1770, and in alluding to the prei^oriptive rights and pn- 
Tileges of the Xawab Nazim a^ secured by that Treaty said, ^ It «ili 
•* be obt«ened from the Treaty (1770) of which a copy is annexed, tkii 
" His Highnciw the Nawab has been recognised hj the British GorerB- 
•* ment aa an Inde]K>ndent l*rince, and that the National Faith it 
*' pledged, 'for nothing being proposed or carried imio execution den- 
*• gating from his honour.' " And when commenting on the unsd- 
Tiitedness of allowing the Supreme Court to have jurisdiction over the 
Nawab Nazim, Uia Lord»hip n*marks : *' Aa tho GK>Temment hss i» 
" ix)wer to rt^pulate tlie prix^HHling* of this Court towards persons i^ 
•* knowleiigtxl to come within its jurisdiction, if the liabiUtj of the X»- 
*• zim wert» to Ik* admitted, there is no degree of indignity which mijeht 
" not be inflicted upon him by its ordinary- processes, in comtrarentiom ^ 
•* th^ pledged Sational Faith, and of the respect tchich is obviously if 
•* the representative if our oldest al/y on this side of India*' Hi« 
liordsliip further ttatcs in the last jmra. of this letter, "theXswab 
•• Ntuiiii it» a IVincc whose indeixMideiioe has btH?n re<x>gni!ied bv » 
** Treaty with one of hir« predecessors." It is Terr erident from the 
alK>vc (cxrlusivo of other documentary evidence) that the Oovcmment 
of India acknowlcilgcd without rt*A*rvation that the Treaty of 1770 
wa.H binding in perpetuity, and instructed their oflieors to' view it in 
the same light, and to plead the same under their authority in Her 
Majesty's Suj)rcme Court at Calcutta. Surely. Your Grace, there csn 
be no doubt about the truth of the above assertions, for the Govern- 
ment would never have ut»etl them for the punmse of misleuding the 
Supreme Court (at that time the only emblem of Her Majcst3-'s autho- 
rity in the Kast.) Had they been expressed to an Indian Prince thev 
might have btvn considcnnl as licenses of rhetoric ; but such could ni 
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Further, Your Grace, Her Majesty, in Her gracious Proclamation 
of the Int November, 185S, to the Priuws, Cliiefs, and People of India, 
accept tnl the oblij^ations of the llonourable East India Companr 
with rcsiKTt to Treaties with the Princes of the land • and it u 
therefore very diilicult to surmise whence arose the doubt that led the 
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GoTornment of India in 1862 to assert, that the Nizamut existed alone 
" bj the free grace and faTour of the British Government." The 
fact i8, Your Grace, that recentlj, most unfortimately for myself, cir- 
cuinstances liave placed nie in a most invidious position with respect 
to the Government of India, and it is a just and impartial review of 
these circumstances, which alone will place me in the position I ought 
to occupy with respect to that Government. 

These circumstances will, in the course of this Memorial, form sepa- 
rate heads needing separate investigation ; so, before bringing them to 
Your Grace's notice, I will proceed to lay before Your Grace some 
documents wliicli clearly exhibit the Political position of the Nawab 
Nazira, as recognized by the Indian Government of the Honourable 
East India Company, up to the last Governor-General appointed by 
that august body. Leaving aside all others which are to the same 
purport, I beg to adduce tlie following letters addressed to me by their 
(late) Lordships the Marquis of Dalliousie and Earl Canning, on their 
respectively assuming the Administration of India ; letters which are, 
in fact, the ratifications of the Treaties with my ancestors. The first 
of these is dated the 12th Januaiy, 1848, and is as follows : — 
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" Nawab Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
may peace be with you. 

After expressing wishes, words cannot describe, for a joyful meet- 
ing ; what I have now the pleasure officially to announce, you will 
** have heard through the ordinary channel — my appointment of 
*' Governor-General of India ; I arrived at Calcutta, and assumed the 
" duties of my office on the 12th January, 1848. 

" Your Highness may be assured this friend is desirous, and bent 
*' heart and soul to do all he can to knit the ties of attachment and 
** friendship, and to connect tlie bonds of harmony and concord be- 
" tween the Honourable East India Company and your Highness, and 
" that personal sentiments of the highest regard and esteem, should 
** confirm tlie relations between us, while zealously striving to promote 
" the interest, establish the authority, and maintain the best under- 
** standing between all the States and Sirdars of Hind, and the Deccan, 
" and this High and Paramount Power, by strict observance of word 
'* and bond, and enduring fulfilment of compact and treaty, in terms 
" of existing conditions, stipulations and articles arranged and con- 
" ccrtcd." 

(Signed) *' Dalhousie." 



The second is dated the 11th March, 1856, and is as follows : — 

" Nawab Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
" I wish you peace." 

" Aft^r expressing devoted desire beyond description for a happy 
** interview, I would announce what you will have gleaned from the 
" newspapers of the 2i)th February last, that this friend has been ap- 
'* pointed to succeed the most noble, the Marquis of Dalhousie, K.T., 
" as Governor-General of India." 
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" Permit me to add, this friend entered CSalcutta, the seat of Gorsi* 
" ment and aMumod the duties of this high office on the 26th Fefanw;, 
** 1856, corresponding to the 22od Jumadee-ul-Sanee, 1272, H.** 

" Your Highnc!«9 inaj be assured the conAideration, respect, tai 
*' friendly interest in the prosperous administration of your af&in, aai 
** jutit n>gard to the lionors and dignities due to your hereditarr nsL 
** and the prescriptive privileges of your high station, guaranteed t»rtb 
** stip ilations of suh^isting Treaties and long-established rel^ioa 
•• observed and cherished by former Govemors-Oeneral will, on the psrt 
" al.Ho of this sincere friend, be fervently fostered and punctalh 
•• fultiUed," *^ 

(Signed), *« Caxxuto." 

It is for Your Grace to decide whether these letters do not har 
strong intonml evidence of the hereditary nature of the Treaties? »sl 
whetlier, in tlie wonls ** the prescriptive privileges of }f<mr ki^kHatim, 
** guaranteed hjf the atipulationa of subsisfim^ Treaties^ amd hmg-esi*' 
** bliahed relationiy' there is not overwhelming evidence to 8€t sode 
the 8up]x>8ition that those Treaties were of a personal character? 

TluTe is one more quotation with which I will trouble Your Grtce, 
and it is in such plain and unmistakeable language as appears to ibc 
to admit of no misintcq^retation. It is as follows :— — 
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" Fort William. PoliHcal Department," 
** 19th December, 1838." 

" By order of the Government of India, the Deputy-Governor of 
*• Bengal notifies to the Public, and to the Allies of the British Govern- 
" ment, and to all friendly powers, that Nawab Shooja-ooLModk, 
*' Ihtisliani-ood-dowlali, Humayoon Jah, Syud Moobaruck Ali Khan 
" Balia<loor Feroze Jung, having departed tliis life at Moorshedabad, 
" on the 3rd October, 1838, his son, the Nawab Svud Munsoor Ali 
" Khan, has succeeded to the hereditary honors and dignities of the 
** Nizam ut and Subadary of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa • and Hi* 
" Highness is hereby declared, under the authority of the cfovemment 
" of IniHa, to be the Nazim andSoobadar of Bengal, Behar, andOri»s. 
" and to have assumed, and to exercise the authority, dignities and 
** privileges thereof, and under the style and title of Moontazm-o(J- 
" Moolk, Mohsen-ood-Dowlah, Fureodoon Jah, Syud Munsoor Ali 
** Khan Bahadoor Nusrut Jung. 

" Published and proclaimed by 

" His Honor the Deputy -Governor of Bengal," 

(Signed), " H. T. PaixsEP/' 

" Secretary to the GK>Temment of Bengal** 



301 



" General Order hy the Honorable the Beputy -Governor of 
" Bengal^ under date the \9th December y 1838/* 

** The Ilonorablc the Deputy ;Govomor of Bengal has been pleased 
" to direct that a salute of 19 guns be fired from the ramparts of Fort 
" William at 12 o'clock this day, in honor of the accession of His Iligh- 
" ness Syud Munsoor Ali Khan to the Musnud of the Provinces of 
'* Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and that the above Proclamation be read 
*' at the head of the troops in garrison at sunset this evening under a 
** salute of three volleys of musketry." 

(Signed) " H. T. Pbinsep,'* 

** Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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The above Proclamation and General Order appeared in the Calcutta 
Gazette of Wednesday, 19th December, 1838, and it is for Your Grace 
to consider what interpretation should be put upon the words " suc- 
ceeded " and " hereditary " which occur in the body of this Proclama- 
tion. Were these words used in the full belief of the Rights of the 
Nizamut being based on certain Treaties^ or is no importance to be 
attached to their signification ? 

Only three years previous to the date of this Proclamation, the 
Government of India m the person of Lord William Bentiuck, addressed 
his Highness, my father Nawab Humayoon Jah, in the following 
words : — 

" Your Highness will experience the same disposition to cultivate and 
** improve the existing harmony and good understanding between the 
" two Governments, and an inviolable adherence to the engagements by 
" which your Highness and the Honorable Company are indissolubly 
** connected.^* 

And again a year later, Lord Auckland wrot« as follows : — 
Your Highness may bo assured that I am cordially disposed to 

maintain the relations of harmony and friendship subsisting between 
" the two States, to establish the utmost degree of individual friend- 
" ship with your Highness, and to seek the confidence of all the States 
" and chiefs of Hindostan and the Deccan, by a scrupulous adherence 
*' to subsisting engagements^ and to the obligations of public faith and 
" honorr 

It is the relations between the Honorable East India Company and 
the Nizamut that I would solicit an investigation of. What were the 
views the Government of India entertained of the obligations and 
engagements between it and the Nizamut? Lord Bentinck is most 
clear on this point, when in the letter quoted above, he pledges himself 
to ''an inviolable adherence to the engagements by which your High- 
" ness and the Honorable Company are indissolubly connected." 

The next point to which I deem it right to draw Your Grace's 
attention while on this subject, is that portion of the Despatch (Page 
280), where it has been argued that the Treaty with His Highness 
Moobaruck-ul-Dowlah fell through, for as the Nawabs Nazim since 
then have received the reduced allowance of sixteen lacs the Treaty 
ceased to have effect. 

I would gladly forbear discussing this question ; but since it has 
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been so promincntlj put forth to mj pr^udice, I consider it premier to 
brini( it to Your Ghracc*« notice as a breach of faith, and to inquire 
whether thix breach of one of the Articles of tlio Treat r was at ti» 
ini^tance of the Nixaniut ? 

The youn;? Nazini was a minor, a mere child, without power to 
ro<ln^M liid wron^!». anil the onlv (lerson about hiiu who exernied 
control in hin utliiirs was the XJunnco Begiim, " the Mother of the 
Comimny." as »ho was st^Unl bv that AugUMt Boily, on account of her 
deep attuehnient and simt^re devotion to t)ieir solid inten>sts. She. 
poor iiifatuatinl lady, was led to believe bv Mr. Wairren lla'<tings, that 
the arraMgenieiit which thus re<lueeil tlio Tri'ttty allowanivs to abiMrt 
one-half, wa<4 simply a temporarif one to lajti during fke minority ^ 
the ^ouHff yazim^ and »o she lived on in this vnin hope, oonfidine to 
the last in the K(hhI fuith of the Honourable Conipanvi that all wwiid 
come ri^ht in tlie end. The Court of Din*ctor8 did not ignozv the 
Trt»aty, they ni^'n'ly rebuked their Governor for not taking advantage 
of the '* non-ajje of the Naiwab to rtnluci* the annual stipend during 
" his minority," and ordertnl ; " You are, therefore, dnring Ike aoa- 
** f*g^ <ifthe Xmrah^ to reduce the annual sti}>eud to sixteen lacs." In 
even this, though there was not a breach of Treaty, there was aa 
an)>arent hnvu-h of faith unsought, unmerited, ani unatoned fiir. 
The Treaty obligiitions, it is very evident, were never meant to be set 
aside, betrause ** both justice and policy rec*oinmended the measure of 
" pres«»r>-iug the succession of the famdy of Meer Jaffir." Yet sue- 
ci»ssive Governors-General, from that period up to the last Gore^lO^ 
General of the Honourable Coinjwny, have admitted the anniol 
allowamv of ttixteen tact outy as "the Assignment bv Treaty of the 
** family," though each, and all of them hare recognised '* the en* 
** gagements by wlii(*h the Nizamut and the East India Company wei« 
•* indissoluhly eonmvted." 

But tlio qui»8ti(>n may suggest itst^lf to Your Qmce: What 
could ha\'e led the Govemnu'ut of India to alter ita views on this 
aubjeet ? 

If Lord Dalliousie, in IS t8, acknowledged " tlie strict ohsei^aDce of 
'* word, and bond, and enduring fulfilment of compact and Treaty, in 
" terms of existing conditions, stipulations, and articles," how came 
His Lordship, in 1H53. to ui^» that the Nizamut existed **on the 
" fn»e gnvee and favour of the British Government?" The answer to 
this <]uestion will be found in the second he<ul of my grievances, to 
which 1 now beg to draw Your Grace's attention, viz. :- — 

II. — THK UNJUSTIFIABLE ATTITUDE ASSUMKD BY HIS 
LORnsllIP, THE MAKqUIS OF DALHOUSIE, TOWARDS MYSKLV 
ON ALL QUESTIONS KELATING TO THE NlZAMUT ON A 
MISCONChPTlON OF MY BEING IN SOME WAY CONNECTED 
WITH A BASE OUTRAGE COMMITTED BY SOME MENIAL 
SERVANTS, OF WHICH I WAS NOT EVEN COGNIZANT AT 
THE TIME. 

In Para. II. of the Extract of the Despatch No. 30, dated the ITth 
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June, 1864, the late Secretary of State of Her Majesty's Government, 
in noticing the abropation of certain enactment* tliat protected the 
rank and dignity of the Nizamut expressed himself in the following 
words : " that Act XXV II of 185'1," wliich repealed those enactments, 
•* can on no account be repealed in consequence of an outrage which 
" was considered at tlie time by the GK)vernment both in India and 
*' in England to have been attended with a largo amount of culpability 
" on the part of the Nawab Nazim." 

Your Grace will, I trust, take an impartial view of this matter 
as I cannot allow such an aspersion on my character to pass unnoticed. 
I therefore solicit your attentive perusal of the following statement of 
facts connected with that deplorable case, in proof of the absence of 
any knowledge on my part of the occurrence advertod to. 

On the 31st March, 1853, I was out on a shooting excursion with a 
suite of about 2,000 persons, and during my absence, one Uossainee 
missed a box belonging to his master, Meah Urjoomund, one of my 
eunuchs. It appears that a lad named Muddce was suspected of 
having stolen the missing property, and he was seized and beaten. I 
most solemnly declare that I knew not a word of all this at the time, 
for the chastisers, well-knowing my disposition, and tl»e certainty of 
incurring my utmost displeasure if the matter came to my knowledge, 
most careftdly concealed it from me However, as it afterwards 
appeared, on being beat<jn, the hvd Muddee pointed out a vagrant, 
named Hingoo, as his accomplice in the theft, and this man was 
similarly seized and beaten. Up to a full month after their death. I 
knew not a word about the matter, nay I pledge myself that I was 
not even made acquainted with the circmnstances of any person's 
property being missing. On the 5th May following, a petition was 
presented to the Dewanee Sherista, or Dewan's office of the Nizamut 
purporting to bo from the mother of the lad Muddee, accusing Aman 
Ali Khan, my chief eunuch (who at the time was acting Dewan), 
and several others of the murder of her son. It was thus, and then, 
that I came to hear of the matter, and at once ordered a strict inquiry 
to be made, which, had I wished to screen the accused I would not 
have done. All the witnesses deposed that the lad had died of 
cholera. The Hakeem Jumook deposed that he had treated the 
lad for cholera, by administering laudanum and calcined gold. And 
he (the doctor) further stated, that ten or twelve other ])er9ons had 
died of cholera in the camp, and many more in the villages in the 
neighbourhood. The brother and mother of Muddee deposed that 
she had presented no petition to any one, and that her seal was not 
on the one produced. Etwari, the father of the lad, declared he had 
seen him die of cholera. All th^e statements led me to believe that 
the lad had actually died of cholera, more especially as Aman Ali 
Khan, the person particularly accused, had been with me from my 
childhood, and I having been accustomed to repose entire confidence 
in him, naturally concluded that the writer of the petition was 
one of his enemies, who had thus sought to prejudice me against 
him. 

That Aman Ali Khan had a great many enemies, owing to his 
elevation, I was well aware of, and I will candidly own that I was 
biased considerably in his favour by this &ct, and ^erefore regarded 
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the petition, after hearing t)ie declarations of tho witnesses, at s got-^ 
slander. Besides, the declaration of £twari, the lad's &ther, left » 
room for my young and inexperienced judgment (for I vbs oclj 
twenty-nrc vears of age then) to arrive at any other ooncliuioD tiat 
t)iat some designing persons had adopted this nefarious method d 
doing un injury to an old officer of my establishment, and the CBxd 
all otlu^rs whom I liad been taught from mj earliest cluldQbuod to 
regard with entire eonndence. At this stage stopped sll fiother 
active interference on my part with the case. 

Tlie accused i>er8ons were tried at Moorshedabad in Septembes, 
1853. On a curefid peniMil of the proceedings, the foUowin^ cta- 
clusions can scarcely be avoided, vix. : — 

Int. Tliat although Muddee and Hingoo were said to bare hta 
moMt cruelly treated, and there was a probabilitr that they died frm 
the eflects of the ill-treatment they receiTod, there was no powtre 
pnH)f that they did so. 

2ndly. Tliore was apparently no concealment in the matter, ss tiCT 
were beaten openly. Tliis might be urged against me, for not bsriii 
been able to determine a fact, admitted in Court, to hare been do» 
openly ; but the admission was a subsequent one, doubtless by tl^^ 
rection of counsel, when tho accused stood on their defence onsBUrt 
8i*rious charge ; whereas, in the investigation made before me, the 
accuse<l probably did not contemplate that matters would take » 
serious a turn, and hoped, by concealment from me of eTery iact ooe- 
nected with their atrocious conduct to escape mj displeasure, vA 
their own certain dismissal and punishment. 

3rdly. The only persons who accused Aman Ali of having been ooi* 
cenicd in beating the poor unfortunate men, were Hossainee, Uk 
approver, who had lost the box (and who had undoubtedly beatea 
them himself) a leper, a temporary cook, a discharged Burirundax (vbo 
lived chielly by bt»gging), and an elephant-driver (who had tied up the 
doceai»ed). Those men all gave contradictorr evidoiice, andtheJuckes 
of the Sudder Nizamut felt constrained to oiscard the evidence of the 
first four witnesses in toto. Your Grace will observe the impiobatHli* 
tics in tho evidence given, thus: The leper aflirmed that "he »* 
** Aman Ali Khan, the chief of our officers in rank and authority fir^ 
'* cutting tt bamb<x) with his own hands, and then beating the deecased 
'* wit h it ! " A statement bearing the strongest marks of improbabilitT 
on the face of it, so much so that the Sessions Judge pivnounoed 
this niati's evidence ''not entitled to much credit, as the d^crepanciei 

in it an* irreconcilable." The discharged Burkundaz declarea**thst 

Mud<ltH) and Ilingoo were brought before me, and I ordered thar 

release, but that Aman Ali Khan countermanded the order, and 
'• throtttenctl to blow them away from a gun." This person's evidence, 
to use the words of the Coiurt, '* teemed with improbabilities and grott 
** contradictions ;" and such was the evidence for the prosecution. 

On the other hand, three witnesses, in a more respectable station in 
life, declared on oath than Aman Ali Khan had not beaten the de- 
ceased ; and they further testified that he, on hearing that the men 
luwl been beaten, at once ordered their release. George Shapcott, my 
coachman (whose evidence was universally acknowl^ged as tmtt- 
worthy), testified under oath, " that when Muddoe, at the village of 
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" Nowguriah accused a third person, named Hingoo, the latter was 
'* seized, and would hare been beaten by the camel-drirer, who had 
" most cruellj beaten Muddee, when Shapcott interfered, and by the 
'* use of Aman Ali's name, effectuallj stayed the meditated injustice." 

This witness was a European and a Christian, and his eyidenoe, 
which was giTen ** in a plain straightforward manner,'* as recognized 
by the Court, was " infinitely more trustworthy than either that of the 
" approver Hossainee (the real delinquent) or of the camel-driver, and 
" others for the prosecution." These wretched men were no doubt 
the real ofienders, and both circumstantial and material evidence point 
to them as the guilty parties ; but a chain of circumstances furnished 
them the opportunity of becoming witnesses for the prosecution, in 
the hope of extricating themselves from the difficulty their deeds had 
placed them in, when the case assumed a more serious aspect. The 
camel-driver was one of those sentenced to a long period of imprison- 
ment, notwithstanding his most vigorously perjured efforts to lay the 
blame on one whoso high station, he thought, would doubtless palliate 
the compliance to so overt an act. And it is a most singular fact, that 
the most interested parties, the father and mother of Muddee, do not 
appear as principab m the prosecution It may be argued that they 
were bought over to silence, but this is an unnatural assumption, and 
is not tenable when it is taken into consideration that it was on the 
mother's supposed representation that the concealed facts came to form 
the subject of judicial enquiry. That Muddee and Hingoo came to a 
premature end, from the effects of the beating, may readily be sup- 
posed, but that Aman Ali was in any way mixed up in the affear can- 
not be credited for many reasons. 

4th. There is an entire absence of motive to permit the assumption 
of Aman Ah's complicity in the death of these unfortunate men. The 
box which was stolen was not his, nor was it of material value. It 
belonged to a very subordinate officer in my service, and there is an 
air of improbability which militates against the supposition that a 
person in Aman Ah's position would have so interested himself about 
the recovery of a paltry article, the property of an insignificant officer, 
as to order the use of torture for the purpose of extortine a confession. 
At the same time, it is to be remembered that Aman All, as my confi- 
dential servant, had a host of enemies constantly seeking his downfall ; 
hence, the Mahomedan Law Officer found Aman Ali " guilty of in- 
** stigating the beating on violent presumption, and of privity to the 
" crime on full proof." But there clearly was no proof that Aman 
Ali had ordered the men to be beaten, ana the Sessions Judge eave 
his opinion as follows: — "After carefully weighing the whole of the 
" evidence against him, I am not satisfied with that part which would 
'* implicate him as the instigator, which he would be if it were satis- 
" factorily proved that he gave orders for the two men to be beaten,'* 
and pronounced ** that he was only proved to have been an accessory 
" after the fact." 

The S udder Nizamut, the highest Court of Justice in the country, 
considered that it was proved that the prisoner had forbidden the iU- 
treatment of the victims, and that there was " no proof of his being 
" accessory after the fact," and accordingly acquitted him. And since, 
with all the means of arriving at a just oonduiion, the judget of the 
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Sudder Kimnut hftd pronounced Aman Ali innooeat, surelj then m 
nothing to be wondered at in the droamstanoe of mj beliering him to 
be innocent. I merely recognized the Terdict of the Court; tal 
Aman Ah, on being acquitted, was treated by me as innocent o( aoj 
crime ; for I sliould have considered it rerj harah to have tnated tbe 
man as guilty, when a bodj of duly qualified and highly competest 
judges had pronounced that ** there was no prt>of of hia being eren 
** accessory after the fact/' In the meantime, I had appointed anothff 
person to fill the office of Dewan, in place of Anum Ali, who had acted 
m that capacity without being formally inreeted with the duties of it, 
and I must now earnestly craye Your Grace's attention to the actkn 
taken by the Qt>yemor-General on this deplorable and much to be 
regretted case, since I must for eyer abide by the decision of Her 
Majesty's Goyemment as to whether it was just or unjust ; whetbff 
all the circumstances of the case, when yiewed together, admitted of 
my name being coupled with the atrocious yillains yrho were conyicted, 
and whether tlie Goyemment acted arbitrarilj or not, in depriying nte 
of certain of my prescriptiye rights on the groundless supposition of 
my beiug, in some way or other, culpable in the case, of which I hxn 
endeayoured to giye Your Grace a true and fiuthful reriew. 

Lord Dalhousic, in utter defiance of the solemn rerdict of the 
highest Court of Justice in India, decided that Aman Ali was goUtj* 
and that my act in agreeing with the Sudder Nizamut, and behering 
him innocent, was a proof of my own complicity in the murder. Ha 
Lordship might quite as reasonably haye come to the same oondntioa 
regarding the judges thcni<k>lye8, and summarily liave suspended tb^^T 
or dischai'gtMi them, from their oilices. His Lordahip cal&l for an ex- 
planation from me, (Page 129) and the expresaions he used in so doing 
sufficiently show that he had preyiously made up his mind, not only as to 
the guilt of this ac*quittod eunuch, but also to my complicity iu the'afEur- 
It was quite neccsiuur}'. in llis Lordship*8 opinion, ** that the Nawsb 
Nazim, uiuKt whose eves tliis *' monstrous outrage on hiunanity hss 
** boon iH»r]>ctrattKl, should be required to give an explanation oJT hi* 
" conduct in the matter, tliat mi^asures should be taken to mark the 
** sense entertained by Government of such proceedings, and that safe- 
'* guards should bo provided against a repetition of them in future.'* 
I was also required to state why I " failed to exercise mj authority to 
'* prevent the perpetration of so outrageous a crime, almost in my 
" very presence," thus taking for granted that I had been cognizant of 
it. These words clearly demonstrate that His Lordahip had come to a 
premature conclusion, and that no explanation would alter his de> 
dsion. The Gbyemor-General pronounced that not onlj "had A">a" 
" Ali failed to use the influence ne had to prevent the crime " (though 
the Sudder Court had declared him ignorant of it), but fluif. ''from 
*' his Highness's tent being only fifty yards from whei« the men wears 
" tortured, and from his having the eimuchs daily to dine with bitn, 
" he must have been himself cognizant of the torture, of the death that 
" ensued from the torture, and of the falseness of the rumour which 
" ascribed the death of these men to cholera." 

The first reasons assigned for this series of accusations, was that my 
tent had been pitched about fifty yards from the place where the un- 
fortunate victims had been kept. Your Grace, mj known genUeneM 
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and humanity of character, which are each that I cannot prerail on 
mjself even to perform in proprid persond the sacrifices enjoined bj 
our religion ; my European education and ideas, the fact that I was 
absent from my tent during the greater part of each day, and that 
much, if not most, of the said cruelty took place at a distance from 
the camp, availed me nothing in His Lordship's opinion ; though 
the evidence which prored that the men were beaten, established also 
that they were beaten : — 

Ist. In camp and before His Highness returned from shooting.^ 

2nd. At a shop in the Tillage. 

3rd At the River Kowgumh. 

4th. After His Highness returned and in a garden at some distance 
from the camp. 

6th. Next day, and after His Highness had gone out shooting. 

6th. Again at the river at Nowguriah. 

On no occasion did it appear that the men were beaten while I was 
in camp ; and even supposing such had been the case, it should not be 
forgotten how unlikely a few cries were to attract attention amid the 
noise and bustle of a large camp. What with the trumpeting of 
elephants, of which upwards of sixty were in the camp, the shouting 
of servants and camp-followers, of whom there were about 2,000, and 
last, though not least, tiie vigorous efforts to please of a full brass band, 
which played almost incessantly while I was within hearing, I main- 
tain. Your Grace, that in the midst of a concatenation of such dis- 
cordant noises, the possibility of hearing any particular cries was cer- 
tainly rather remote. 

Then, again, my tent was a double- walled one, surrounded again 
with a high Kanat, or thick cloth enclosure, and these facts should not 
be lost sight of in determining whether I could possibly have heard 
the cries of the men at the distance specified whero the torture was 
said to have been inflicted. I can assure Your Grace, that such was 
the thickness of my tent, that it would have been impossible to distin- 
guish cries outside it, even if no other noises prevailed around ; but 
apart from my own assertions, it was clearly elicited from the entire 
evidence in Court, that the unfortunate men were never beaten in mv 

Sresence nor in my hearing ; and even supposing that they were clan- 
estinely confined in a tent fifty yards from mine, yet it would by no 
means be inconsistent with all the collateral circumstances to believe 
that I was entirely ignorant of the matter. How frequently do occur- 
rences of the greatest moment transpire almost under our very eyes, 
without our being at all cognizant of them ; nay, more, the annals of 
how many trials record the evidence of individuals to certain fiicts, 
while the same persons swear to an ignorance of others, which it might 
be inferred they were assuredly acquainted with. Persons living in 
the upper story of a house have sworn positively to their not hearing 
cries or distress from the inmates of a lower story, and their testimony 
has been recognised as genuine in the Highest Courts and Tribunals of 
England, where every one receives due justice. 

In this case the circumstances were of a nature that more than al- 
lowed the supposition of my utter ignorance of tlie atrocious crime 
committed, as it was not likely that the wretches, who were culpable, 
would communicate their guilt to their master, whose known humanity 
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would hare at onoe become the mstrument for bringmg them to 6f 
hands of justice, where they would meet with such punidmieiit ai 
their crime deserre. It was hardly probable that they wouki Hn 
had the temerity to come to their master and aaj, we hare beaten tvo 
men to death, do ^ou put your spgis oxer us to protect us from tlw 
consequences ; nor is it likely that even thoee of my serrant^ «ho wf» 
acquainted with any of the circumstances would make a conBdist d 
me ; on the contrary, as was really the case, their utmost vigilance wm 
directed to a careful concealment of every fact, so that I might not ob- 
tain even an inkling of it. 

The second reason his Lordship adduced, in accusing me of ran- 
plicitv, was, that the accused and acquitted eunuchs had "dmed 
" daily with His Highness!" Would any one, especially the Prince, 
like to be made responsible for all the acts of thoee who dined dtilj 
with him ? Would such persons be likely to cbooee, as the topic of 
their conversation on such occasions, their own imphcations in lo 
atrocious an outrage as the one under notice supposes ? It is to be re- 
marked, that the only evidence which, in any way, might prove that 
Aman Ali knew of the accused persons being twice beaten, proved also 
that on each occasion he gave positive orders forbidding their ill-tiai- 
ment. It was nowhere sliown that he knew of the extent of tk« 
cruelty inflicted, or that it hod resulted in death. 

The truth seems to have been (from the Report of the caae) that 
Aman Ali had heard of two beatings, which he, on both occasions sent 
to put a stop to ; but that these beatings were continued, by the camel- 
driver and Hossainee, in whose charge the missing box had been, at s 
distance from the camp (as at Nowguriah), Aman Ali and the othff 
eunuchs were at the time quite unaware of it. That the perpetiakon 
themselves did not intend to kill their victims is also evident from the 
fact that, when they had gone too far. they called in the H^eem to 
endeavour to cure the unfortunate men ; and that the death of the 
poor men, and certainly the cause of it, was carefully concealed from 
my officers, and most especially from me. I thus remained in total 
ignorance of it, until tne petition was presented to the Dewanee 
Snerista. 

Major MacGregor, the Governor-General's Agent, in writinir on the 
subject to Government, remarked that. " His Highness had invariablr 
*' declared that he was never made cognizant of the fact that death en- 
" sued in consequence of the mal-treatment which the imfortunate 
** creatures, Hingoo and Muddee, received." On the same occasion. 
Major-General Raper, who perhaps knew my character, and under- 
stood my disposition better than any one, and who observed that, " ss 
** a boy he had never shown the smallest propensity to cruelty or mit- 
*' chief," and further added that, *' former Agents and ererr one who 
" knows the Nazim speak of him as kind, generous, and humane.'* 

Major MacGregors opinion on my decision of the matter was 
" that the Nawab Nazim must have heard a fidse aocoimt of the 
" afikir ;" but I had heard no other than the account which was re- 
ceived by the Sudder Court, and I maintain I oould not be blamed for 
coming to the same conclusion as that arrived at by the Honorable 
the Judges of that Court. However, that the Goremment migfat 
have no just ground of complaint against me, I immediately *it«wn'— <i 
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all the aocosed eunuchs, and on receipt of the Goremor-G^neral's 
letter, suspended Aman All Khan from his various employments, 
ordering him to gire in his accounts as soon as possible. More than 
this I could not hare done ; I could not hare sent Aman Ali away at 
once, as he had to render his accounts of the Dewanship, so I sus- 
pended him, and nominated another officer to his post. 

In my reply to the GK)7emor-Gbneral, I expressed my grief at being 
held responsible for the conduct of my serrants, and simply stated the 
undeniaole facts, that during my shooting excursion it was my habit to 
start early in the morning, teke my breakfast on my elephant, and, re- 
turning in the evening overcome by fatigue, soon retire to rest, and 
that, consequently, I knew very little of what went on in the camp. 
To these assertions, Mr. Garrett, the Judge of Beerbhoom, the Honor* 
able Mr. Eden, late Secretair to the Government of Bengal, and qfher 
gentlemen who accompanied me, and who knew no more about the 
affair than I did, could have borne witness. I, at the same time, 
solemnly declared that it never came to my knowledge that a murder 
had been committed, and I further mentioned that when the subject 
was brought to my notice, I immediately instituted an enquiry, and it 
appeared from several statements that Muddee and Hingoo had died 
01 cholera. In answer to the Qovemor-G^eneral*s inquiry, whv I ** con- 
" tinued to show favor and countenance to those " (Aman Ah) ** who '^ 
(in His Lordship's opinion) " were concerned in the murder," I very 
naturally said that when they were acquitted by the Sndder Court 
after being so strictly tried, I really thought them to be not guilty. 

At first, under the impression tiiat the Gt>vemor-G«neral required 
the dismissal of the eunuchs, (though nothine is said of this in His 
Lordship's letter,) I discharged them all: but hearing nothing of the 
matter during an interval of four months, and then having information 
that the affair had been referred to the Honorable Court of Directors, 
and thinkinv that that just and humane body of gentlemen would never 
sanction such an injustice as punishing men for a crime of which they 
had been acquitted, nor sanction any interference with my own 
domestic arrangements, I, instead of depriving myself wholly of the 
services of the old and faithful attendants, permitted them to continue 
among my retinue, under a proviso that they should not exercise the 
functions of their several offices until the matter should be finally 
decided. 

Importunity, and a natural feeling of attachment to old servants who 
had nursed me from my infancy, and whom I really thought to be 
perfectly innocent, led me to take this probably imprudent step : but 
the consequences of it, both to myself mdividually, and to my whole 
family, as the sequel will show, were most disastrous ; neither my rank 
nor dignity were spared, nor the right of the female members of my 
household recognized ; but everything was done to degrade me in the 
estimation of the whole country, for the Agent reported the nuitter to 
Government ; and stated, that *' the eunuchs were still in my service, 
and that Aman Ah had resumed his duties as chief eunuch." 

At length, on the 23rd March, 1854, the Governor-General pro- 
nounced my explanation " most unsatisfiictory," and although I Imew 
not of what faiut I had been guilty, nor could I have urged anything 
beyond what I did in proof of the umooenoe of my servants, yet I waa. 
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peremptorilT oirdflred *' to di«miM them altogether '* from mj sarrke, 
and ** to hold no further oommumcation with an j of them ; " iDd tbe 
Agent WM required ** to report within one week whether this leqoifitMi 
had been complied with or not" Further, I waa denied the privikfe 
of going for change of air to Dina^epore though m j health reqaind ii. 
as testified by Dr. Kean the CiTil Surgeon of Moorshedabad, aod Ui 
Lordship refused to sanction ** under anj ciitsumatances," ihe uflal 
disbursements from the Deposit Fund for mj trarelling expenses. 

Such were the immediate steps taken bj the OoTemment with 
respect to me ; but those which quicklj followed, and were tanfrv"**^ 
by the Honorable Court of Directors at the instigation of the Admim* 
stration in India, led to the lowering and disgrace of mjself sad bj 
fiunilj. It maj not be to the point, at so late a period as the preso^ 
to enter upon a discussion as to whether the eunuchs were intMwnt or 
guilty, but I hold, Your Grace, that thej were innocent when dedusd 
to be so by a body of British Judges, and when such a decision m 
giTen in open Court, it became the duty of all persons to leoogniie v^ 
respect it in its entirety. Your Qrace will, I hope, agree in my opinioD, 
that it ill became the Head of the €K>Temnient to furnish soch n 
example to the community at large, as to call in question the pstieot 
investigations and findings of its own August Courts of JudicstuR, 
and to brand with incapacity its highest Officers of Justice, Tct sodi 
was Tirtually the case, and a climax was attained when that'OoTern- 
meut went so far as to punish a defenceless Prince for doing hit datj 
loyally in recognizing the Judgment of its Highest Tribunal. 

Probably His Lordship supposed the eunucha to be moraQy guHtr; 
but it is to be borne in mind that the law, in its endeavours to suppicM 
crime by punishing the guilty, aflbrds a great latitude with respect tt 
CTidouce, and even circumstantial and collateral facts are not di*> 
regarded by the OtRcers of Justice, particularly in a Court where leeil 
atrunifii and evidence of various kinds are the predominant elements m 
deciding a ca*c. Sucli was the Sudder Nizamut Court. It was p«- 
sided over by British Judges of known worth, and ^-as unencumbcKd 
witli the risk of a packed jury. Its decisions were hv the law sod 
evidence, and in the ease of the eunuchs, neither the laV nor the evi* 
deneo established their culpability ; they were acquitted because 
they were innocent, and the really guilty parties were condemned to 
Bufier as tlie law directed. 

Wc frequently hear of persons being taken up on suspicion of having 
committed crimes, yet after trial, if thoy are declared innocent, thejsrc 
as free as any other subjects of the realm, and are priTileged to aeain 
move in society, and no society would condemn and brand as felons, 
men wlioni a twofold trial had declared innocent. Yet I was required, 
nay ordered, to summarily dismiss those eunuchs, and thus brand them 
with ignominy as guilty parties. It mattered httle to the community at 
large whence this measure proceeded, and to the masses, its true f!V *^ 
was unknown. No one supposed that the summary ejectment of some 
of my oldest servants from my household was the act of the Gorenior* 
General, but each and all were impressed that I had acted hanhlt in 
believing them to be guilty contrary to the issue of a serere oriminsl 
trial. I had dismissed them, and my act in the estimation of the 
people of Bengal had unjustly branded them with a crime. Thus 
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the Nawab Nazim made to occupy a f&lse position by the Act of the 
GoTemment in 1854. 

That I had been deeplj wronge^ by the Gk>Teniment I felt oonyinoed 
of; but at the same time I never contemplated the addition of an 
insult to that ii^ury, as conTeyed in the words of the late Secretary of 
State for India, which I hare quoted at the opening of this subject. 

As I desire to bring to Tour Ghnce's notice the yarious encroach- 
ments made on my just rights by the Gbremment, in consequence of 
the unjust supposition of my culpability in the atrocious outrage I hare 
reviewed, I will, in the first place, notice them categorically, so that 
Tour Ghrace may be enabled to view them in juxta position with the 
erroneous hypothesis on which they were based : — 

1. I was summarily deprived, together with my fitnuly, (including 
the ladies), of all immunities and rights, which had been secured to us 
by Treaties, by solemn pledges from successiTe GK>Temors-G^neral,'and 
by no less than four Acts of CounciL 
. 2. These four Acts were at once annulled. 

3. It was urged that my rights and claims were not secured by the 
stipulations of Treaties. 

4. The Deposit Fund, created by my ancestors, the former Nawabs 
Nazim, and punctually contributed to by me alone in the sum of sixty 
lacs of Rupees, was declared to be public money 

5. The r^izamut Deposit Fund was to be arbitrarily converted into a 
Book Debt bearing no interest, in direct opposition to the terms of the 
Trust. 

6. A system of encroachment was initiated, which the GK)vemment 
have since constantly striven to mature, to tlie extinction of every 
privilege that was at one time mine by virtue of my rank and dignity. 

These, Tour Ghrace, are the consequences of the action taken by the 
Gt>vemor-General against me in 1854, and with your permission I will 
notice them seriatim in the course of this Memorial, my last appeal to 
the British Gk)vemment for redress and justice ; and in the meantime 
I pray Tour Qrace to move that Qovemment, by a just setting forth 
of the facts of my case as laid before vou, to cancel the harsh imputa- 
tion conTeyed in the words of the late Secretary of Her Majesty's 
Government for India, which I have quoted at the opening of uub 
address. 

III. — THE ABROGATION OF REGULATIONS OF 1805, 1806, 
AKD 1823, BT ACT XXVII., OF 1854. 

Tour Grace, I beg to state that the abrogation of the Regulations 
above stated has directly had the effect of depriving me of the civil 
privileges and insignia of rank, '* guaranteed by subsisting Treaties 
and long-established customs," and that the substitution of Act 
XXVII. under the Administration of Lord Dalhousie, if justly cmd 
equitably viewed, can be regarded only as a breach of that promise, 
which every Governor-General had repeated to uphold the iiUeretts, 
dignity t credit^ and prescriptive privileyes of the Nazims, and all the 
members of their family. 

The three Segalati(nis of 1806, 1806, and 1828, repealed bj JUtd 
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Dalhousie, defined the proper form in which the Kasinis should be 
addressed, and the manner in which they were to sue and to be sued 
in Ciyil Cases. In conformity with that of 1823 all actions were 
carried on by the Qt>Temor General's Agent, upon whom also all 
processes were served. It was in addition provided that " mo tecurUjf 
** should be required of the Nawah on any attachment iatued agaUut 
*' the NaiDohy or againtt the Agent,^* Without entering upon a 
discussion of the merits of the question, I will merely state for Your 
Gh'ace's information that all native gentlemen in India consider them- 
selves lowered m the estimation of the public by being compelled to 
appear before a Court of Justice in their own proper persons, whether 
as Plaintifis or Defendants; and indeed such is the feeling in this 
matter, that inevitable loss will be contemplated, and met with 
perfect resignation, in preference to the degradation so much dreaded, 
of being forced into Court at some stage of the proceedings in a rait 
I mention this only to show the general feeling of the retpedabU 
classes of the natives of India on the subject, and while I admit myself 
not prepared to argue the merits or demerits of a conventionality 
which tolerates such a feeling, I would merely pause to suggest, that 
if such a state of feeling be shared in by the ordinary reepeettMe 
classes of natives^ then how groat a derogation from my rank as 
Nawab Nazim, must it be in the opinion of my fellow-oomitrymeB 
when I am deprived of the privilege which properly raised me above 
the level of my menials. I need not assure Your Ghmoe, that men 
of much inferior rank to myself^ will make any sacrifice, by laying out 
large simis of money, and, in short, be prepared to do anything to 
escape the dreaded downfall of their reputation by having to appesr 
in Court, and such being truly the case, how acutely must I, as the 
Nawab Nazim of BengEd feel in this matter, while the feeling of 
bitterness is enhanced by the reflection that the arbitrary measure of 
one Govemor-Qcneral, framed in entire violation of the pronuaes 
acted up to by all previous Govemors-G-eneral, and also in opposition 
to measures, *' guaranteed hy subsisting Treaties and long-estabUAei 
** Relations^* at once, and without just cause, deprived me of the 
privileges secured to me by the three Resulations, which were tiie 
only Legislative Enactments protective of the dignity attaching to my 
position. Thus in my case, the shame of deprivation of the pnTileges 
enjoyed by my ancestors, was added to the original prejudice, which I 
wul frankly admit, has it-s influence with me, as with every other 
respectable native of India, otherwise I would be despised by all my 
countrymen. 

According to the provisions of the Enactments of 1805, 1806, and 
1823, it was ruled that all actions should be carried on by the 
Governor- Gt?neral*s Agent, and that all processes should be served 
upon him. I take the liberty to draw Your Grace's attention here to 
the fact that in 1823, in the time of my father, it was deemed ex- 
nedient to provide by legislation for the rank and dignity of the 
Nawab Nazun, but in 1854 the aid of legislation was sought to 
deprive mc of those very privileges which over and over again wers 
recognized by the Qovemment through a century, and were only 
afU>r 1854 disregarded by the Honourable Court of Directors. Tlis 
oi.Iy boon conferred, ttj» I have bcfoi'e stated, by the above named 
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etuu^ments, was the Bubstitution of the Agent's name for mine in 
dril Suits ; it, of course, being held in yiew that all liabilities 
should be mine ; then surelj bj taking into consideration the 
peculiar constitution of the office of As;ent, and the resources 
whence he is paid, together with the incontestable fact that it is his 
duty "to watch over and protect the interests and dignity qf the 
*' Nawab Naxim and to advance the welfare of the family ^^ it is not 
difficult to conclude that the boon secured me by the act, with respect 
to the services of the Agent, involved no extraordinary latitude of 
indulgence. I would here ask Your Qrace to take into consideration 
the constitution of the office of Agent to the Governor-General, and 
to notice the result of the repeal of the three Regulations. I am now 
subjected to the indignity of being summarily summoned to the 
Courts of the pettiest Judicial officers, men who m the scale of Indian 
society would venture no further of themselves than to stand in my 
presence, and yet in their official position can legitimately issue orders 
and injunctions to me, and compel my attendance in their Courts, 
if I would avoid judgment going by default. Thus, in innumerable 
instances, I have been compelled by the arbitrary force of circum- 
stances entailed by the repeal of these protective Enactments to make 
sacrifices and forego the process of law (which is necessary for the 
defence of unfounded claims and pretentions), and to think myself 
fortunate if compromises could be effected. All this might have been 
easily provided against by the insertion of a protective clause in the 
Legislative Enactments, and such a measure would have been in per* 
feet harmony with " existing Treaty rights ^^^ which have over and 
over again been acknowledged as " hereditary ;" for (and I do not 
seek to draw a wrong inference) if these previous Enactments flowed 
spontaneously firom a regard for the position of the Nawab Nazim, 
and with a view to maintain intact his dignity which various Treaties 
and solemn engagements distinctly provided for, then the protection 
provided by the Gt>vemment cannot but be held as binding now as it 
was in the time of my father. I therefore appeal with confldence to 
Your Grace's sense of justice against the policy initiated by Lord 
Dalhousie, and since then cherished and pursued by succeeding 
Governors-General with respect to these rights. It may be urged by 
the Indian Government against my argument, that I can claim 
exemption under the new code from attendance in the Civil Courts ; 
but this exemption is a favour granted to innumerable native gentle- 
men, and ought I as Nawab Nazim to descend to the level of men of 
ordinary position, who will try to meet me on terms of equality? 
There is surely something more due to the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
the faithful AUy of the British Government, than to the ordinary 
Zemindar, who presents himself before the Nazim with a " Nuzzer '* 
in his outstretched hands! Even social etiquette requires some 
mark of respect consequent on social position, as perpetuated through 
successive generations, and holding this fact in view, I might 
well pause to reflect on the policy of an Executive Administration 
that would simply ignore my social existence, and degrade me in 
the eyes of my countrymen, by forcing me to claim an exemption 
which is mine by right ; for however practicable such a step might be 
in a European community, I need not assure Your Grace that in 
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India it u at onoe inoompttiibla with mj rmnk, whidi 1m \m 
" guaranteed " by succeMire Administarations, dating from the hiM? 
of the British rule in that coimtry. 

But if the repeal of these Begolationa, and the sabstitutioa e^ 
another, lias proved injurious to mjsclf (in not lowering my attUt 
but in forcing me to suffer pecuniary loaaea in the manner alnaij d*- 
scribed), then (holding in new the customa of mj oountjr), how ie- 
finitely more oppressive has this arbitrary measure proved to thebdai 
of my household. Uowever, that Your Grace mar realize the aie£ 
of tJiis grievance, I will endeavour to show Your Grace that it a ok 
which, it not prorided against, must ineritablj lead to the niter ib> 
truction in public estimation of that rank which I have inbeM 
Your Grace must be aware that according to the usages of One^ 
society, the affording of security finom impertinent curiositv to tk 
female members of his famUy, is an obligation poaitivelj ineumbsBta 
an Eastern gentleman, but on none more 00 than a person of ^ 
rank, and an inevitable consequence of a dereliction of this dutri 
simply to ex^nvt isolation from social intercourse, or, at least, degrs^ 
tion in the estimation of the community from the status pievioostvir 
pied. Such bt»ing the rule of Oriental soctetr, it was wisely proriW 
by thf three legisUtive enactments already alluded to, that whsofw 
it ^-as necessary to take the evidence of any lady of the Xina^ 
family, three creditable female members of the/atmiiy eamdmeied tkt it- 
quirii and reported its Usme, but now, as the case stands, Her HigboM 
my mother, or any other lady of rank, such as my wife or sister, ma, 
on the miwt frivolous pretext, be subjected to examination by Gbtnnit- 
sions, whim *' may be issued to any officer of the Court or oth«r jw- 
son." C>iie of t)ie immediate results of such a state of thincs a the 
encoiirajfcment which is thus given to crafbr adrenturers to apply fcr 
commissions to examine the ladies of the Niaamut • and as thev kso* 
tlmt I would ho prepared for ahnost any sacrifice rather than permilt 
prtxvtMlinij tliat would exi>ose a lady of my house to the indignitr of 
an oxjimination by a petty officer of the Court, they take advantagvof 
cinninistrtiiew, and. by working upon my feelings, force me to «i«J* 
tlifir terms, and efftvt compromises at any cost. 

TliuH, Your Grace, feeling that I have'bccn harshly treated withoat 
any provi>oation, I cannot but regard the sanction giren by the IndiiB 
Uovernnient to the repeal of the Rejfulatioms thai protected ms hosst 
and diifHtfv as a departure from the Treaty obligations, s^^co^ 
firmation of the unjust and cruel policy initiateil by Lord'Oalhoose; 
I thert^forc. earnestly appeal to Her Majesty's Gx>vemment in the fer 
vent h(>)H» that 1 may be reinstated in the position I occupied befc«e 
those Rej^ulations were repealed, when the A.gent mhms formaliw inter- 
posed be/ireen the Nawab Xazim and the actual opetratiom of the CkU 
Courts, on the grounds set forth in the following letter :— • 

To H. Paulin, Esq., Attorney to the Honorable Compa»i 

Sir, 
" I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
"the 17th inst., forwarding copy of the AdycKAle-OeDenls 
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" opinion regarding the question of the liability of the Nawab 
"Nazim to the jarisdiction of the Sapreme Court." 

" 2. In reply, I am desired to transmit for the information of 
"the Advocate-General, copy of a communication which has 
" been received on the same subject from the Governor- GeneraFs 
" Agent at Moorshedabad, and to state as follows :" 

" 3. His Honour in Council is decidedly of opinion that the 
•* Supreme Court has no right to exercise jurisdiction over the 
** Nawab Nazim of Bengal, and should the attempt to move the 
" Court to adopt this course of proceeding be persisted in, 
it is requested that the Advocate- Oenei-al wiU adopt every neces' 
sary legal means for resisting it." 

4. It will be observed /row the Treaty, 1770, of which a copy 
is annexed, that His Highness the Nawah has been recognized 
" by the British Oovemment as an Independent Prince, and that 
** the Naiional Faith is pledged, for nothvng being proposed or 
•* carried into execution derogating from, his Honour.* 

" In order to prevent his being liable to any indignity from 
" subjecting his person, or property^to the process of the Zillah 
" Courts, lUguIation 19 of 1825 was passed, prescribing certain 
'* rules under which alone he could sue, or be sued, in those Courts. 
•* With regard to the Supreme Court, the case is yery different. 
" As the Government has no power to regulate the proceedings 
" of this Court towards persons acknowledged to come within 
" its jurisdiction, if the liability of the Nazim were to be admitted, 
** tJiere is no degree of indignity which might not be inflicted upon 
" him by its ordinary processes, in contravention of the pledged 
" National Faiths and of the respect which is obviously due to the 
" Representative of our oldest Ally on this side of India.** 

" 5. Without intending to limit the discretion of the Advo- 
"cate-General, as to thegroundsof objection which shouldbe taken 
" up. His Honour in Council would wish every possible exertion 
" to be made to establish the Bight of the Nawab Nazim to be 
** exempted fram the jurisdictimi of the Supreme Court. Any 
" further information which can be procured from the Govern- 
ment Records, here or at Moorshedabad, shall be furnished to 
you on your requisition and the Vakeel of His Highness the 
" Nazim, stationed at the Presidency, will likewise be directed 
" to place himself in communication with you. 

" 6. The case of Kaja Hurreenauth Rae, referred to by the 
" Advocate- Greneral, does not appear to His Honour in Council 
" to bear any analogy to the present. Baja Hurreenauth Kas 
" was a subject of this Oovemment, from whose gift he derived his 
'* title, while the Nawah Nazim is a Prince, whose Independence 
" has been recognized by a Treaty with one of his Predecessors, 

" I havOf Ac., 
(Signed) " 0. E. Treveltan, 

"Deputy-Secretary to the GK>yemment. 

" Council Chambers, 20th February, 1834." 
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Beforo oonduding this head of my Memorial, I woald rapeokfoDy 
ask your Q-race to consider the opinion of the Qoremment of Indisi 
as set forth in the above letter on tne following points : — 

1. The inability of any Court of Justice to exerciae juriBdictio& ofw 
the Nawab of Bengal. 

2. The obUgation of 6K)Temment to resist any measare that mifjb^ 
be adopted to enforce the liability of the Nawab Nazim. 

3. Tne recognition of the British GK>vemment that the Kawab Naiim 
is an Independent Prince. 

4. That National Faith has been " pledged to obserre inriolably for 
ever" the Treaty of 1770, by which nothing can be proposed <nr canied 
into execution derogating mm the honor of the Nawab Nazim. 

5. lliat Reticulation 19, of 1825, was passed by the GKiremment to 
prevent His Highness being liable to any indignity, and certain rulsi 
were prescribed under which alone he could sue and be sued. 

6. If the liabiUty of the Nazim were to be admitted, there is no 
degree of indignity which might not be inflicted upon him in contn- 
vention of the pledged National Faith, and of the respect due to bin, 
as the oldest Ally of the British 6K)vemment in Eastern India. 

7. The right of the Nawab Nazim to be exempted from the jurisdie- 
tion of the Courts is based on the fiict that- he aid not acquire his title 
as a subject of the British 6K)Temment, but as a Prince whose inde- 
pendence was secured by Treaty. 

And now. Tour Q-raoe, without further remark on this questian, per> 
mit me to lay before Tour Q-race the next head of my memorial, to 
which I would especially draw attention, as the subject of it appetn 
to have been Uttle understood by any of the Government ofBoers who 
have commented upon it. 



IV. — THE NIZAMUT DEPOSIT FUND ARBITRARILY COX- 
YEKTED INTO A BOOK-DEBT BEARING NO INTBKKST ; AKD 
GENERAL MIS- APPLICATION OP THE FUND TO PURPOSES 
ALTOGErHKR FOREIGN TO ITS TRUE INTENT, OBJECT^ AND 
CONDITIONS. 

Tour Grace will observe that in November, 1853, His Lordship the 
Marquis of Dalhouaie addressed a series of proposals to the Court of 
Directors, which were to the effect that there was ** no existing TSreaif, 
'* compact or agreement, relative to my rights^ and consequently that I 
*' had no claim to any stipend whcUever" and proposed ** thai no inorf 
'* of the capital of the Deposit Fund should be invested^ imt ihsd 
** thenceforward it should be considered a mere book-debt bearing as 
*' interest." 

From the above it is very clear that the Nizamut Fund is a " debt," 
and from another document (Page 70) it is also very clear that tht 
Fund, forming this debt " is the unalienable property <^Hie Highness $ 
family." It is still further evident that the several fiinda which are 
said to have been amalgamated and formed this ** debt " bore inteieiA 
according to the terms of each respective trust, and from documentaiy 
eridence (Page 61) it can be proved that the Agency Fond wma fonned 
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from *' atteU pertaining to the Nizamut, and the advantages arising 
**Jrom the discount on the paper (Government Securities) belonging to 
** the Nizamut were to be accounted for to His Highness.'' Further, 
these Qt)vernment Securities were ^* purchased on account of the Niza* 
'* mut^ and the Accountant- Oeneral was directed to have these Securities 
" invested as the property of the Nizamuf (Pages 80, 82). From other 
documents it may be seen that the six lacs of Munnee Begum's Fund 
were to be " invested in Public Securities for the benefit of the Nizamut" 
(Page 83), to be held ** in deposit in the same manner as the Agencj 
** Fund ;" and, again, relative to the Nizamut Deposit Fund it was 
ruled that **fitture accumulations from the 'Nizamut Deposit Fund 
were to be invested in ** Securities of the British Government as the 
** funds may accrue.** (Page 79). 

The Honourable Court of Directors, although placed in the anoma- 
lous position of persons owing a ** debt," and yet declared not liable to 
pay either interest or principal, as the term ** book-debt" implies, 
refused to accede to so iniquitous a proceeding as that proposed by 
Lord Dalhousie. But His Lordship seemed determined to carry his 
point against all opposition, and disregarding the terms of the rarious 
trusts, setting aside the overwhelming documentary evidence which 
supported the fact of these trusts being the actual and real property of 
the Nizamut, invested to bear interest for the benefit of myself and 
£Eunily, and declining to act up to the instructions of his employers, 
who were a Court of Equity exercising a power beyond that to which 
His Lordship could lay claim. His Lordship ruled that the Nizamut 
Fund was " a mere book-debt bearing no interest.** 

Thus, Your Grace, has tlie arbitrary act of one person laid the foim- 
dation of a system which, if persisted in, would lUtimately lead to the 
ruin of every hope, cherished by the Nawabs Nazim of successive 
generations. My ancestors inaugurated and fostered this fund with 
the most laudable motives, and for special purposes, and I myself 
have contributed to it in the sum of two lacs of rupees annually for 
the last thirty years, irrespective of the numerous stipends that have 
been absorbed into it arbitrarily, and without regard to my most press- 
ing wants, to which these lapses ought to have been apphed ; but now, 
after all, to labour under the uncertainty as to whether this fund, 
which by right belongs to me and my family, may be accepted by Her 
Majesty's Gt»vemment as bemg a " mere book'dwt and public money" 
is a cUniax I may well shudder at. 

In corroboration of the fact that the Nizamut Fund is neither a 
" book-debt bearing no interest" nor is it " public money" but that it 
is as declared to be by the late Secretary of State of Her Majesty's 
Gh)vemment for India, in the despatch of 17th June, 1864, Para 8, 
" the property of the Nizamut." I will, for Your GJraoe's information, 
quote the same. 

8. " It is unnecessary to trace further the history of the Fund. Its 
" aocimiulations, representing as they do the unappropriated portions 
*' from year to year of the sixteen lacs stipend, unquestionably belong 
** to the Nazim and his family , and can properly be expended only for 
*^ their benefit. But this does not confer upon tiie Nazim himself any 
" right to dispose, or to superintend the disposal of these balances. 
"This right belongs to the Government under the conditions lq>on 
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** which the Fund wm conftitated. It was aasumed, in the fini 
*' instance, mainly for the bemefU and proteHiom <f the Sasim ni 
'* kia familjf, and I am of opinion tliat it ia to the adrantage of Hi 
** Highness and his family that this sjatem should be inft iir**^"*^ 
" At the same time it would seem to be desirable, and I belierv tbt 
'* to some extent it has been the practice in past time, forTonrOoRn* 
** ment, through jour Agent at Moorshedabad, occasionallT to eoutH 
" the yazim with respect to any extraordinarr expenditure from fk 
*• Nizamut Fund." 

Your Gnce will notice that in the abore quotation, not only dw 
the Right Honourable gentleman acknowledge tke JuH rMi If ^ 
9^{f and mtf familjf to ike proceed* of ik^ JFrnnd^ but he also twllf 
admits tluit I should he consulted at to ike dutbmrsememi of tie stme; 
and altliough it is argued that the fact of the Fund being bit pw- 
perty does not wnfer upon me " the right to diapose, or to npeta- 
** tend the disposal, of these balance*,*' yet I think Your Gntx wfl 
bear with me, when I obserre that this* argument is at Tariancevii 
the sereral arrangemento made with my ancestors in connexion wiA 
this Fund, and to a great extent even with the last one of 1834, m- 
bodied in the suggestions of Captain Thoresby, Agent to theGoTenm^ 
General, forwanled to Mr. (now Sir Charles) Trerelyan, and adopted 
as the final arrangement for regulating tlie finan^al affiun of the 
Nizamut, particularly in the matter of lapsed stipends, pensions, lai 
other sayings. Attached to Captain Thoresbr's letter is tbe fill- 
lowing : — 

" Tlie form in which the Nizomut accounts are rendered throng* 
'* the Agopt to the Government being unsatisfactory and productiw 
" of no good, and tlie present Nizamut system causing considersbk 
•* inconvenience, a new arrangement, agreeably to the term of the fcl- 
** lowing ])ttragraphs, hns been devised tcitk tke f mil eomrurrenee <f tii 
*• JVffimi yazim, Jlumayuon Jab, by the adyico of the Agent of the 
•• Oovemor-Gen«»ral. and in nppn>ved and sanctioned bv His Ex«l- 
" leney the Right Honourable the Governor- General in Council t» 

tfter 
tilt 
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*• vemment in lieu of detailed accounts. 



I. " All cust^miary p<>rquiBites, comprehended under the ^ 

" Mamoolat, Zumistani, &c., granted to the Ukrooba, besides their i«* 
" speetivo pensions, shall be commuted to cash payments from th« 
" beginning of the above year ; and after the decease of the leoeiwn 
** of the compensation allowances, if there are no heirs entitled to snr- 
" ceed to it, the reversion shail he to the Hizammt TV-ettsurw" 

II. '* The stipendiary accounts shall be kept distinct from'aU othtn, 
*' and the monies on account of pensions shall be deposited in a seva- 
" rate chest appropriated to that purpose. The Khazanchee, or Dmv- 
*' gah. appointed to the charge of it. and to make the disbnnenmtt 
" and keep the accounts, shall be answerable to tke ^gmt as weilms i* 
*' the Nawab Nnzim for the correctness of his issues and the existence 
" of the balance. 

III. " It is earnestly recommended to His Sigkmen to imtrodmee • 
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" more simple and efiectiye mode of keeping the Nizamut accounts, 
" and to make such arrangements as may ensure the final settlement 
"of the current expenses of the proceeding month in tlio course of 
" the following month, including the salaries and -wages of evety de- 
" seription of servants, so that there maj be no debts incurred, and 
'* no dissatisfaction occasioned in consequence ; such regularity will 
'* tend to the security of His Highness's interests as well as ease and 
** comfort. 

IV. '' Such reductions and modifications of the different esta- 
'* b]ishments m the Nizamut as shall be thought desirable and 
" proper by the Natoab Naxim, either at the present time or here' 
** after^ shall be executed by him, and with regard to the salaries 
" qf his servants and the entertaining or discharging of them, he is 
'* at liberty to act as he pleases without any interference, 

V. '* Pensions which have been, or may hereafter be assigned to ser- 
^ yants or dependents, shall revert to the Nizamut Treasury as 
" casualties occur, and shall, with other savings effected by retrench' 
" ments, be at the entire disposal of His Highness, providing that no 
"just dues or debts remain unsatisfied. 

YI. *^ The intent of the foregoing arrangement is, that by the intro- 
'* duction of method and order into the aliairs of the Nizamut, which 
'* shall provide for the full ctiiciency of all departments, and prevent 
'* the recurrence of pecuniary embarrassments and debts. His High' 
** ness the Nawab Nazim may enjoy an increase of ease and happi- 
*• ness:* 

The next point for Your Grace to consider is whether Her Majesty's 
Gx)vcmmcnt will recognize the obligation to pay mo the interest on the 
" debt:* In the first place I would beg to bring to Your Grace's notice 
the fact that there is ample documentary evidence to prove that one of 
the conditions of the trusts was, each one should bear interest in Public 
Securities ; also that these trusts did for a long course qf time (up to 
1854) bear interest ; and, lastly, that the Government undertook, as 
Trustees of the Funds to put out the money in the best possible way/or the 
benefit of those concerned. I leave Your Grace to decide how far these 
conditions have been fulfilled, and whether justice has been done to 
myself or my family ; for surely we are entitled to some explanation 
in respect of the mutual relations and obhgations that existed between 
the Government of the Honorable Company and the Nizamut with re- 
gard to these Funds, and the benefits accruing to us therefrom ! 

I have already drawn Your Grace's attention, in the first and second 
heads of this Memorial, to one instance oi unjust curtailment of our here- 
ditary stipend, by the reduction qf the Treaty allowance qf His Highness 
Nawab Nazim Moobaruck-ul-Dowlah during his minority, under a pro- 
mise (firom Mr. Warren Hastings), that the allowance would be restored 
to the full amount on his coming of age ; but this never having been 
done, naturally led to disappointment, and was the origin of those 
serious embarrassments that led Lord Wellesley, in 1802, to appoint 
a Special Commission to inquire into the financial difficulties qf the 
Nizamut. 

This Committee, acting in concert vrith His Highness Nawab 
Nazim Bubber Jung, and Her Highness Munnee Begum, suggested 
that on the death of Her Highness Munnee Begum, her annual 
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stipend of Sicca Rupees 1,44,000, should be appropriated anmiaDy 
towards "the payment of the Nizamut Debts, Imilding expeami, 
*' mctrriage portions^ and other such purpotee for which the Octenh 
** ment had hitherto made advances^ (Page 48) Had this arraneemeot 
not been entered into, the reversion of Her Highness Ifunnee Begwm'» 
allowance would have been to His Highness the Nawab Nazim, so that 
in point of fact, it was from the personal allowance of Hia HighoMi 
that this Fund was created. 

Her Highness Nawab Munnee Begum died in January, 1818, and 
a sum of two lacs of rupees, of Her Highness'' s private praperig, wot 
at once set apart towards this Fund (Page 62). It is ne^ilees for me to 
add that His Highness the Nawab Nazim being the heir-eU-law to the 
personal property of Her Highness, these two lacs were de facto Bit 
Highnesses property. 

In 1816, the <iceumulations of Munnee Begum's allowance had 
amounted to five lavs, and to this sum was added the tiDo Iocs of 
Munnee Begum's private property referred to abore, and thus was 
formed the first Nizamut I\ind, This, according to the suggestion of 
Mr. Edmonstone', a Member of the Council in India, who had bea 
appointed to examine into the financial difficulties of the Nizamat» 
and 1^ the instance of Mr. Monckton, Persian Secretary to the 
G-ovemor-Gbneral, was set apart to defray the expenses (in Mr. 
Edmonstone's own words) of " a special officer of high rank and 
^ peculiar qualifications, who should be able to give his whole Usss 
" and attention to the Nizamut Affairs.^* This officer was desigoated 
Agent to the 6K)yemor-G«neral, and hence the Fund set apart for hii 
support was styled the Agency Fund (Page 53). 

Your Grace may readily believe, that on this Fund, which was on- 
ginally established ai a resource to meet the contingent rxpenses of the 
Nizamut, being subsequently proposed to be diverted to a tii^erent purpose 
—one altogether foreign to ererything contemplated by tlie Committee 
of 1802 — His Highness' mind was fiUed witli justifiable apprebensioii, 
and as before observed, it was not till Mr. Monckton was sent by the 
Governor-General, that his Highness, through a misconception of the 
subject, was prevailed upon to (acquiesce in the arrangements. 

The Agency Fund was thus established for the purpose of paying 
the Agent Governor-General, the Agency Office, &c., and my gnnd- 
father s consent to its establishment, though given with much reluctance, 
was at length secured. The Extracts from Public letters bearing on 
the history and nature of this fund (Page 52 to 72), will throw 
more light on this subject than any remarks I might wish to make : 

The Court of Directors having ordered the reduction of the allow- 
ance paid to the Agent, on the representation of Lord Dalhousie, thtt 
order was carried into effect on the appointment of the late Ccdcnd 
Thomson to the Office of Agent Gt^vemor-General in 1862, without my 
knowledge, and was, perhaps, intended to be viewed as an economiad 
measure— but unfortunately about the same time a subordinate ap- 
pointment of Dewan Nizamut was created, much to my humiliatioo, 
as will hereafter be shown, and this officer, whose duties (as defined by 
the Government of India) were to act under the orders of the Agent 
Governor-General, yet draws a larger income with less responsibdily 
than his superior officer ! I would ask Your Ghrace if this is just either 
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to me or to the Agent Cbvemor-Gkneral ? If the Nizamut Deposit 
Fund could not boar the payment of Rs 3,000 per mensem to the 
Agent, how dees it meet the extra demand of Rs. 2,133.5-4 per mensem 
for tlie subordinate who thus draws now Bs. 133-5-4 per mensem more 
than liis superior officer ? 

Ere I close my remarks on this portion of the Nizamut Fund, I 
would beg leave to draw Your Grace's attention to the following quo- 
tations which materially bear on the subject. Mr. Monckton, who was 
made to play a prominent part in the above transaction, thus expressed 
himself when writing to His Highness on the subject, in a semi-official 
manner : " this fund mill not be liable, under any change ofcircumstancet, 
** to be diverted to purposes foreign to the interests of the Mouse of 
" Jajfflr AH Khan,'* and the Q-ovemor-General assured His Highness 
that '* this Fund is, and will be considered and recognized as the in- 
•* alienable property of Mis Highness* family over and above the Six- 
**teen Lacs assigned for its support" (Pago 70). Now, as a concluding 
remark on this Agency Fund, I may observe to Your Grace, that Com- 
pany's Papers (Government Securities) were purchased with the money 
realised, and of course these securities bore interest from which 
the expenses of the Agency were defrayed; and, that the Nawab 
Nazim should be made acquainted with the accounts under tliis head is 
clearly shown from the following quotation which lays this point down 
as one of the absolute conditions of the trust. In this the Governor- 
General himself proposed with regard to the formation of the Agency 
Fund that the " Fund should be invested in Government Paper, and 
'* that the advantage arising from the discount on the Paper will belong 
'* to the yizamut, and is to be accounted for to Mis Highness.^* (Page 
61). 

I would now beg to draw Your Grace's attention to the second of 
the Funds which on being amalgamated came to be called the Nizamut 
** Deposit Fundr 

This Fund consisted of the accumulation in the Collector's Treasury 
of Munnee Begum's allowances, and in 1823 these accumulations 
amounting to Six Lacs formed a separate ami distinct Fund, the esta- 
blishment of which I will endeavour to explain for Your Ghrace's 
information. 

In 1817, as before stated, the accumulation or Munnee Begum's 
allowance of Sicca Rupees 1,44,000 had amounted Xofive lacs to which 
were added two lacs of her private p^roperty, and thus was formed the 
" Agency Fund.** From July, 1817, to May, 1823, or thereabouts, fur- 
ther sums accumulated amounting to six lacs, and thU sum was then 
set apart for the original purposes of the former accumulations of 
seven lacs, which had been diverted for the support of the office of 
Agent Governor-General, and thus was instituted the second of the 
Trusts imder consideration. The object and conditions of this Fund 
are so intimately allied with the third of these separate Trusts, and 
in fact as the *' Munnee Begum's Fund of six lacs " very sliortly after 
merged into another, owing to the annual accumulations of the 1,44,000 
rupees, I find it necessary, after having explained how it came to be 
instituted, to ask Your Grace to consider it along with the last of the 
Trusts styled the " Nizamut Deposit Fund.'* 

The accumulations of the Munnee Begum's allowance (out of the 
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Nizsmut stipend of sixteen lacs) having amounted (between 1817 and 
1823) to fix lacs, as before observed, this sum was formed into a Fund, 
called the Munnee Begum's Fund^ which was intende-d to meet ike 
debts of His Highness' building expenses, marriage portions, Sfc. ; but 
then arose the question, what should be done with the future accumu- 
lations of Munnee Begum's allowance? The GhoTemment of Indift, 
being fully sensible (from experience) that the reduction of the Xiia- 
mut stipend from Rs. 31,81,991-9 to Rs. 16,00,000-0 was in iteelf a per- 
manent source of pecuniary embarrassment tk) the Nawabs Nazim and 
holding in view that the large family of the then reigning Nawab would 
eventually have to be supported by additional grants from the puhlie 
revenues, (since in 1786 the Honorcihle Court of Directors, feelh^ them- 
selves bound to provide for the expenses of the Nitamui had ordered 
*' an immediate augmentation of His Highness Moobaruck-ul-DowMs 
" stipend," which however was not attended to hg the Qovemor-Qenerat), 
at once proposed that all future accumulations of the Munnee Begum's 
allowance should annually be absorbed into another Fund to meet the 
various liabilities of His Highness. To this Fund His Highness wis 
required to contribute the sum of 56,000 rupees annually to be abo 
deducted firom his stipend by the Collector of the *6k>Temment 
Treasury, and in this manner was formed the ^'^ Nizamut Deponi 
Fund" of two lacs annually which was the last of the Funds, all of 
which in a general way for convenience are spoken of as " The Nizamut 
" DeposU Fund." 

I would now beg to draw Your Ghtice's attention to the following 
quotations which will enable Your Grace to perceive the accuracy (^ 
my observations with respect to the two last mentioned Funds. On 
the 2nd May, 1823, the Governor-General in Council made the foUov- 
ing minute : ^^ It is by no means the desire of the Oovemment to n- 
" crease indefinitely the appropriations for the benefit of the Dep<mi 
'* Fund. Their net amount seems at present to exceed two lacs o^ 
" rupees, after allowing for all the augmentations and appropriations 
" sanctioned. This is one-eighth of the entire Nizamut stipend, and 
" the Oovemor- General in Council would not wish to make it larger; 
** at the same time he conceives it would be unadvisable ever to reduce 
" the Fund below one lac and a half, or at any rate to trench on the 
'* amoimt of Munnee Begum's stipend which has for so long a time 
" been set apart for this purpose. In consideration of the British 
** Government withdrawing from the interference now exercised •■ 
" auditing the accounts of His Highness, the Governor-General in 
'• Council tliinks it will be necessary and not too much to expect, tbat 
" His Highness should consent to alloio the above sun^ of two laes ef 
" rupees to accumulate in the Collector* s TVecuurg The Briti^ 
" Government will in that case undertake the payment in future fyim 
" that Fund of all charges for netc buildings or other expenses tegiti- 
" mately claimable from it ; and further will relinquish all desire to 
*• increase the Fund pledging itself on the lapse of any future stipend to 
*• consider the suggestion of His Highness as to its allotment and 
** except under certain circumstances (wliich may demand a diffemit 
*' appropriation) to assign the whole for the benefit of the family and 
" its d^endents." (Page 85) 

His Highness acquiesced in the above arrangement and the Honor* 
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i able Court of Directors ratified it in the following unmistakeable 
L' words : '' The Deposit Fund shall consist of two lacs of rupees annually ^ 
I ** whereof the Munnec Begum's stipend of 144,000 rupees, is intended 
I ** to form a part and the remainder, 56,000 rupees, is to be made up bj 
t ** the Nazim's depositing that sum annually in the Collector's Trea- 
r ** 8ury." 

I Your Q-race will readily perceive that the Nizam ut Deposit Fund 

f was on no account to exceed two lacs a year^ that this annual con- 

li tribution was to consist of Munnee Begum' s stipend plus 56,000 rupees^ 

I to he deposited by His Highness ^ and that the British Gt)Temment 

f undertook to pay from tlie Fund so instituted *' all charges for build- 

I ings or other expenses legitimately claimable from it /" yet when the 

I new palace was erected, the cost of the furniture for it, amounting to 

I about seven lacs of rupees, was charged against my stipend during my 

. minority, although Mr. Dale, Agent Governor-General, in Para. 13, of 

a letter to Mr. Sterling, Persian Secretary to Government, dated 25th 

January, 1830, stated as a reason for not reducing the Nizamut Deposit 

Fund, the necessity of providing funds for this object. 

I will now ask Your Grace to decide from the following extract 
whether the fund so created bears interest or not ? The extract is 
from a letter addressed by His Lordship to His Highness in connexion 
with the above minute, and reads thus : — 

** With regard to the Juture accumulations on account of the De- 
poit Fund. I propose that they should be kept wholly in the Col- 
lector's Treaty, and invested in securities of the British Goremment 
as the fundi may accrue. The present amount, which approaches to 
" near three lacs of rupees per anuum^ which, however, had only nomi- 
" nally lapsed, and nominally accumulated seems unnecessarily large ;" 
'* on which account, should you agree to allow the accumulations to 
*• procted in tlie Collector's Treasury, I propose to limit the amount to 
'* tufo lacSf leaving you the remaimier^ with full liberty to appropriate 
'* any excess^ to purposes connected with the splendour and credit of your 
«* exalted station." (Page 79) 

It is very evident from the words of His Lordship, that this Depoeit 
Fund would be " invested in securities of the British Oovemment as 
the funds accrttedj thus constituting the British Government Trustees 
of the same, and guaranteeing that if the accumulation were allowed 
to proceed in the Collector's Treasury, the Nawab Nazim had full 
liberty to appropriate any excess (i.e., interest) over the two lacs for 
any purpose " connected with the splendour and credit of his exalted 
station ;" yet his Lordship tlie Marquis of Dalhousie, in another letter 
asserts that the Nawab Nazim had '*»o claim" on the Deposit Fund, 
and suggests the possibility of its being regarded as " a ni^e book 
debt bearing no interest." It is for Your Gtnce to declare whichever 
course Her Majesty's Government considers honorable and right, and 
to accord me such justice as the merits of my case deserve. 

Before leaving the subject of these two Funds, I deem it right to ob- 
serve that they enjoyed a nominally distinct chc^acter only, and that, 
too, for a very short time : thus, the amount required for the support 
of the office of Agent Governor- General was considerably in excess of 
the interest derived from the capital invested for that purpose, so that 
tlie Munnee Begum's fund hatl to be drawn upon to supply the deficit, 
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and in this and similar ways the Funds yory soon lost their indiri- 
duality, and became blended into a common Fund. 

Afler the lapse of so many years, it would be a difficult task to en- 
quire into the state of these Funds in their distinct charatiert. I 
would, tliorefore, solicit Your Grace's consideration of them colUctir^ift 
as forming one general Nizamut Fund, and I leave it to the just and 
wise Judgment of Her Majesty's Govemment to decide wheUier I hare 
any claim or not to the accumulationa or interest cwieing from th4>*e 
Fundn^ since the conditions and practice that were acknowledged prior 
to the ruling of 1854 point out a solution of the question, and Your 
Grace will, I trust, accept the same as being in perfect harmony with 
the Exalted Character and Acts of the British Gt>yemmoQt toward* 
their AUies and Tributary Princes in India. 

I have now to ask Your Grace to enter with mo upon the history of 
anotlier Fund, which was forced into existence in 1836 by a lamentable 
misconception of the nature and terms of the Nixamut Fund, and was 
styled officially the ** Lapsed Stipend Fund ;" and I will endeaTour to 
show Your Grace how unjust to myself has been the creation of this 
Fund ; how it has been swelled to enormous proportions, wkUe I hate 
been reduced at times to the utmost necessity ; how every fraction ab- 
sorbed under the pretext of lapses ought to revert to me, and hov 
difficult (nay, impossible) I find it to provide, as becomes their rank, 
for the wants of the large family God has blessed me with, so long ss 
tliis Fund is allowed to swallow up every stipend of my Akroba that 
lapses. 

I must, in the first place, ask Your Grace to accompany me so &r 
back in the history oi my affairs as 1836. In that year was framed a 
minute on Nizamut affairs by Mr. Secretary (now Sir Charles) 
Trevelyan, and the subsequent proceedings of the Government, based 
on that minute, arc those which have well nigh drained me of ererr 
resource I could fall back upon. The minute itself was based upon 
entirely erroneous premises, and, consequently, the G-ovemment, by 
simply taking this minute for their guide, have inadvertently been led 
into dealing harshly with me. To illustrate the errors in this minute, 
I would observe that at the outset it asserts that '* the Deposit Fund, 
*' generally called the Nizamut Deposit Fund, consists of savings bjf 
" lapses in a Fund of about seven lacs, appropriated to the Nawah 
" Nazim's relatives," whereas it merely consisted, as concisely ex- 
pressed by the Honourable Court of Directors, ** of two l<ics of rupee* 
*• annually, whereof the Munnee Begum* s stipend of 1,44,000 rupftt 
" was ' to form a part, and the remainder ^ 56,000 rupees,^ wcu * to he 
'* made up by the Nazim, depositing thai sum annually in the 
" Collector's Treasury: " 

Thus, as the minute alluded to is altogether at variance with the 
proceedings of the Government in 1823, and is unsupported by anr 
authority up to the date of its origin in 1336, the only rational in- 
ference that can be drawn is that the writer based his views on s 
misconception of the whole question. 

Another point in the minute to which I would draw Your Grace** 
attention is that " the lapses from pensions which already amount h 
'* 62,640 rupees, will form the foundation of another X>epo*it Fund, 
^* which will receive continual accession from the decease of different 
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K " stipendiaries, 8^c ," and tluB, i^hen contrasted with the minute of 
i the Govemor-G-eneral in Council, dated 2nd May, 1823, shows 
ni 2>lAinlj that the writer must have been unacquainted with the 
f subject in hand, and thus unwittingly misled the Government, who have 
%. ever since acted upou the minute, to my disadvantage and serious 
% loss. 

f And now permit me to lead Tour Grace into a general inquiry on 
I the subject of this unnecessary " Lapsed Stipend FundJ** The Nawab 
I Nazim had, as we have seen, made ample provision for all contingent 
■ expenditure by setting aside two lacs of rupees annually firom his 
I income above what had been invested for the support of the Agency, 
I and the six loos called the Munnee Begum's Fund. His Highness 
therefore reUcd on the pledge of the JBritish Government that his 
income would no longer be interfered with, and that he would now 
bo allowed to remain in undisturbed enjoyment of all those pecuniary 
rights that were his by virtue of his being tlie head of the family. 
It is also just to suppose that the Government in creating the 
*♦ Nizamut Deposit Fund " had sufficiently relieved itself of the 
burden of meeting the increasing wants and demands of the Nizamut 
family ; whence iheny it may reasonably be inquired, arose the neces- 
sity for trenching on the Nawab^s income further, by resuming lapses 
of stipends to the formation of another fumd ? 

The Agreement of 1834 precluded any such arrangement, and yet 
vfithout just regard to what was the personal and private property 
of His Highness a new Fund was formed to absorb all lapses. 

The Gt)vemor-General's Agent having become the bursar under the 
Agreement of 1834 of the stipends given by His Highness to his 
relatives, the opportunity was furnished for establishing a new system, 
and lapses instead of at once being made over to His Highness, were 
allowed to accumulate in the Collector's Treasury, and when they 
Lad attained a high figure, were carried to the credit of a new Fund, 
to the creation of which His Highness never gave his consent as he 
had done wlicn former arrangements of this nature were entered into^ 
under assurances that they would tend to relieve His Highness of his 
debts, and ensure him "an increcue of ease and happiness.^* 

Another fact to wliich I woidd beg to draw Your Grace's attention 
is, that these matters were set on foot in 1836, and, if I am not in 
error, did not begin to operate till the following year, a little while 
before my fatlier's death, when I was but a child eight years of age, 
and wholly unable to ])rotect ray rights. Then followed a ptTiod of 
minority tliat peniiitted the resumptive process of curtailing tlie 
income of my oflice to proceed without let or liindrance, and by the 
time I arrived at man's estate, a proceeding that was clearly based on 
erroneourt conceptions was acting vigorously. During ray minority, 
the A^ent withdrew the whole of the stipends, and those which 
lapnoci n'nmined undrawn in the Collector's Treasury instead of being 
paid over to tlie Nizamut IVeasury. This might not have been the 
case had 1 been of ago, as I could have drawn the lapsed stipends 
myself in accordance with Captain Thoresby's agreement. 

On tlie deatlw)f my grand-aunt, Buboo Begum, I was deprived of 
her stipend, and MMm(.)okts, whicli ou^ht to have rt»verted to me, not 
onlv as >iu/jim, but as her toie heir-ut-law. Moreover, the Honuuniblo 
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Court of Directors had ordered that during my minority all garingt 
fnyrn my income should be invested for my benefit^ yet though the 
lapsed 8ti]HMidB came under that head, thej were suffered to lie itUe ; 
and not only so, but were, I believe, written off as a credit to the 
Deposit Fund. Thus, Your Grace, a misappropriation which arose 
from an oversight of the Agent Oovemor- General during my minority, 
was turned by Lord Dalhousie into a rule which has ever since de- 
prived me of those jwcuniarj advantages, which I trust Her Majestr's 
Gk)vemment will find to be my just claim. 

I will now ask Your Grace to ent«r with me upon the coDsideration 
of the next head of my Memorial. 



V. — THE UNJUST AND HARSH TRKATMENT I EXPi£HIE.NChD 
FROM THK INDIAN GOVKkNMENT DUKI.NG THE LATTKR 
PEKIOD OF THK AOMINISTKATION OK LORD CANNING AND 
THK SPECIFIC LOSSKS AND DEPRIVATIONS 1 HAVE SUF- 
FERED IN CONSEQUENCE. 

His Lordship assumed the duties of Governor-General on the 26th 
February, 1856, and on the 11th March of the same year addressed 
me a letter, which I have already quoted under the first head of this 
Memorial. Soliciting a reperusal of that letter, I will proceed to state, 
Your Grace, that it bears on the face of it most clear and distinct 
testimony of His Lordship's views regarding the hereditary nature of 
my rank, and of the guarantee given to my prescriptive privileges by 
the stipulations of subsistmg treaties ; and Mr. £dmon8tono, while 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, in writing to Colonel 
Mackenzie, Agent Governor-General, on the 8th of January, 1859, 
remarked as follows in respect to my rights, that he had " long 
•* ago laid the narrative before the Governor-General" (Lord Canning), 
and *' urged him to have the details tested by thorough examination,'* 
and " that Lord Canning seemed to acquiesce in the proposal." Mr. 
Edmonstone proceeds to say, •* the whole subject (of my rights and 
*' conduct) has been more than once under the consideration of the 
'* Governor- General, and has also been discuBsed with me as often ; 
" but no final decision has been recorded, although I believe the 
** Governor-General has made up Ids mind on tlie matter. I am not, 
" of course, at liberty to inform you of the opinion the Gt>vemor- 
** General appears to me to have formed ; but I may say, confiden- 
*• tially, that it is not unfavourable. I wish you well in your endea- 
" voiu"s to riglit His Highness, and have little doubt that you will 
" succeed in some measure." It is very evident that His Lordriiip 
based his opinions and views, as expressed in his letter to me, on 
the actual tenns of the treaties with my ancestors, and on a strict 
sense of my just rights without permitting himself to be biased by the 
views of his predecessor. This is further evident from the circom- 
stance of His Lordship having shown a disposition to restore to me 
the exercise of those prescriptive rights which hi% predecessor had 
deprived me of. I allude to the restoration of my salute to its full 
complement of nineteen guns, which His Lordship's predecessor hid 
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reduced to thirteen ; and I may here mention, your Ghrace, tliat mv 
salute is one of the few priyileges left me, and, in fact, under pre- 
sent circumstances, constitutes the principal insignia of my rank. 
Yet His Lordship did not hesitate in 1862 to endorse the arbitrary 
views of his predecessor expressed in the Despatch of November, 
1854. Holding in view the two documents. His Lordship's poli> 
tical letter of the 11th of Marcli, 1856, to my address, and His 
Lordship's minute of the 14th January, 1862, there certainly appears so 
great a contradiction as to give room for inquiry, and the mference 
is that there must have been some aggravating cause which led His 
Lordship to alter his views. This brings me, Your Grace, to a point 
of my Memorial that 1 would much rather have avoided ; but as it is 
a subject which forms one of the links in the narrative of my recent 
relations with the Indian Government, and which haa proved up to 
the present time tlie great stumbling-block to the assured prosperous 
administration of my affairs, I have no alternative but to stifle my 
feelings and recur to it however unpleasant it may be to me to do so. 
On the 14th of May, 1861, a verbal message from my Dewan was 
brought to me by ope of the eunuchs, to the effect that the Agent 
Governor-General with some of his friends intended visiting the 
palace. I was living at the time with my family at Hoomayooii 
Munzil, one of my garden houses, which is nearly three miles from 
the palace, and as I had been unwell on the ^a,j previous I was 
obliged to take medicine, and when the messenger arrived I was suffer- 
ing with such a severe head-ache that I felt too poorly to venture out, 
more especially in the sun, which in the month of May is so trying in 
India, that few people will expose themselves to it between the hours 
of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Nothing would have given me greater pleasure than to have met the 
Agent and his friends, who spent the day in the Palace, and partook of 
the usual hospitahty wliich was provided by my orders for them ; but 
as I was quite unable to be present myself, I sent a message to this 
effect by one of my principal servants, Nawab Nazir Darab Ali Ejhan, 
and I do not think. Your Grace, that there was any impropriety in my 
having so done, considering I myself had only received a verbal message, 
and that not direct from the Agent. Yet this trifling incident was 
magnified by the Agent into an appearance of disrespect to the Repre- 
sentative of His Excellency the Viceroy ; and although on hearing 
that he had taken umbrage, I at once wrote to him on the subject, and 
made an apology for my unavoidable absence, which he afterwards 
accepted, he reported the matter to Government, and under the impres- 
sion that I had been guilty of discourtesy towards the Bepresentative 
of His Excellency the Viceroy, this opportunity was taken for lowering 
my Pohtical status. 

At the time, I could not understand the Agent's object in reporting 
the matter to the Gt>vemment — as he had always shown the greatest 
consideration for me and my family by supporting our dignity and rank 
(as shown by the correspondence (Paee 211 to 287), and, as a 
friend, even going beyond his official duty as set forUi in a letter to 
the Nawab Nazim from the Marquis of Hastings, dated 5th July, 
1817 ; but now that a considerable period has elapsed since the 
unfortunate misunderstanding occurred, and I have had an oppor- 
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tanity of reviewing all the collAtenU cimunrtanoes and oorrespondence« 
I ara led to believe that the Agent acted as he did for the purpoec of 
forcing me to reinstate (liis friend) my Dewan (Raja Profono Narain 
Deb) whom I had summarily dismissed on account of his bad behaviour 
towards me. I considered. Your Grace, that I had a right to dismiM 
this person under the provisions of the Fourth Article of the Agreement 
of 1831, which gave the Nazim exclusive power over his servants, and 
as the Dewan was a servant of mine icko»e salary was paid by mu* out 
of my own personal stipend over which the Government did not el-aim 
any control^ I cannot see that my conduct was officially reprehensible, 
or that the Agent was justified in interfering in the matter ; for surely 
a master has a right to dismiss a servant who has provoked bis dis- 

fleasure, without referring to a third party. Yet the Ghovemment of 
ndio, guided by the remarks of the Agent, (although it tacitly admit- 
ted its sense of displeasure at his interference by withdrawing him from 
liis-ap)>oiutment, and putting him in another on a much lower s^arr), 
opposed my wishes and reinstated the Dewan by recognizing him as its 
own servant, and paying his salary out of the Deposit Fund, which was 
created for vastly diiferent purposes, and is still being supported by 
me. Thus it may be said that I have virtually paid this officer, since 
bis reappointment by GK)vemment eight years ago, upwards of two lacs 
of rujiees, irrespective of the interest that would have accrued upon 
that sum if it had been invested in Gk>vemment securities according to 
thl) terms under which the Deposit Fund was formed, and yet. Your 
Grace, objections have been raised on almost every occasion on which 
I have solicited grants from the Deposit Fund for my own use or for 
the benefit of my familv ! 

I must now respectfully ask Your Grace to consider the justice of 
the action taken by the Gr)vemment of India in the above matters, and 
also the uncalled for assertion that I had intentionally offered ui insult 
to the Agent Governor-General, and liad thereby incurred the dis- 
plea««uro of the Goveniment. 

Your Grace, surt»ly there was nothing in my behaviour on the 
occasion of the Agent's visit to the Palace, that could be oonstnied 
into an insult to him even as a privatt? gentleman, much less as the 
Beprescntative of His Excellency the Viceroy ! I received a verbal 
message, and sent back a verbal reply. I was not a*ke<i to meet the 
Agent in his otHcial capacity, even had I been well enough to do so, 
and as he did not visit the Palace on business but merely to show his 
friends tlirough the building, I cannot see that my presence was 
necessary, either in my j>rivate or public position. Why, then, I may 
well ask was the matter taken up on Political grounds, as an inBult to 
the Governor-General ? (Page 240) 

Yet, Your Grace, such was the apparently slight foundation on 
which His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning based the minute of 
14th January, 1862 (Page 269), which was to a certain extent concurred 
in by the late SetTctary of State for India in Despatch No. 30, of 17th 
June, 1864 (Page 279), and which, when contrasted with His Lordship's 
letter of 11th March, 1856, (Pa^ 194) clf^arly indicates the bias under 
which His Lordship clianged his views with regard to my rights as 
secured by subsisting Treaties. 

I would here beg to observe, your Grace, that the subsequent harsh 
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measures of His Excellency's Gbyemment against the just and proper 
recognition of my Political status and prescriptive privileges, evidently 
emanated from His Excellency's determination to support the authority 
of the Agent Governor-General, who had pledged himself and the 
Gt>vemment to recognize no other individual as Dewan Nizamut but 
my dismissed servant. However, the Government, by removing the 
Agent, expressed its displeasure at the action he had taken in espous- 
ing the cause of one of my servants in opposition to my wishes, which 
it probably looked upon as a Political error on his part ; for during the 
lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah, the Dewan was summarily 
dismissed without the GK>vemment questioning the Nawab's riglit 
to act without its consent (Page 42), and, even in my own time, a 
former Dewan was dismissed by me under almost smiilar circum- 
stances, and with the entire approbation of the Agent, without a 
reference to Government. My dismissing my Dewan, therefore, in 

1861, was not without precedent, nor did 1 think it imperative to con- 
sult the Agent, since in the Fourth Article of the Agreement of 1834, 
which I beg to quote for Your Grace's information it is clearly stated : 

" Such reductions and modifications of the different establishments 
in the Nizamut as shall be thought desirable and proper by the Nawab 
Nazim, either at the present time, or hereafter, shall be executed by 
hun, and with regard to the salaries of his servants, and the enter- 
taining and discharging them, he is at liberty to act as he pleases 
without any interference." 
I will now proceed to lay before Your Grace the specific losses and 
deprivations 1 have sufiered by the proceedings of the Government in 

1862, consequent on the above-mentioned occurrences. The manage- 
ment and disbursement of certain allowances had up to that period 
formed one of m.y prescriptive privileges, and this was summarily with- 
drawn from me and made over to the Dewan Nizamut — then no longer 
my servant — as one of his functions. This I cannot but regard as one 
of my most crying grievances, and you will perceive, Yoiur Grace, in 
the course of the following notice oi these allowances, that with their 
withdrawal from my control I at once ceased to have any influence 
among the members of my family. Nor is this all, 1 feel my dignity 
assailed when I see these trifling privileges, without any just cause, 
taken from me and delegated to one who before had been my servant. 
Surely some consideration might have been shown in the matter, and 
out oi respect to my feeling some duly qualified Government oflicial 
might have been appointed, subject to my approval, and at a much 
lower stipend, to perrorm the duties required, instead of subjecting me 
to the insult of having my afiairs ruled over by a person who gained 
his position (as the following letters will shew) during his connexion 
with me as my servant. 

A. " I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
" Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, that His Highness the Nawab 
" Nazim has expressed his desire of appointing Baboo Prosonno Narain 

Deb, Bai Bahadoor to be his Dewan." 

B. ** The Agent at Moorshedabad reports the wishes of the Nawab 
Nazim to appoint the Bai Bahadoor of the Toshakhanah as his 
Dewan" 

C. " I am directed by the Governor-General in Counqil to request 
that diuring the rcmamder of the leave you arc understood io have 
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M^jor Macgregor, 
23rd Sept., 186S. 



Hon. C. Beadon, 
39th Sept., 1853. 



Hon. C. Beadon, 
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" obtained from Hit Highness the Nawab Nazim^ tou will acoompanT 
*' His Excellency to Luckuow and Cawnpore, in the capacitj of 
" Hononirv A!»sis«tant Secretary in charge of the ToehakhiaDah, to 
" wliich tfinporary offce His Excellency haa been pleaaed to appoint 
•• you." 
Sacrtte, p " His Excellency in Council has been pleased to confer upon Rai 

1869. c( prosoinio Niirain Deb Bahadoor. iJrtcan of the Nawab S'azim, the 
" title of Rajali Bahadoor in conoideration of his services during the 
" t»amc perioil." 
. of India, E. " I am directed to forward a copy of a letter addressed this day 
1869. *' to Rajah Prosoimo Narain Deb Bahadoor, the \atcab Scutim's Dewan^ 
" who has recently with His Highneas'a permission^ been employed as 
" Honorary Asi^istant Secretary to the Government of India. In com- 
*• municating this letter to the Nawab Nazim I am desired to request 
" that you will convey to His Highness, the Governor-General's ac- 
" knowledgnient for his courtesy in allowing the Oovemment to avail 
*' itself of the Detrans services ^ 
mno Ka- F. " You will, I iloubt not, perceive that it would be imprudent for 
*^IhS^' " ™^ *^ ^^^^ documents which might in any way serve to increase the 
* ' "amount of my n^sponsibility, besides, when I teas Dewar to His 
'* Highness^ tlie box without any hst of its contents was delivered to the 
" care of the Mohafez Khannah through me." 

Besides, thin arbitrary act of the Oovemment waa unsupported by 
any precetlent and opjwsetl to the terms of the Agreement of 1834, 
which has been the rule by which Nizamut affairs have been admin- 
isten»d, with the exception only of such modifications as the foregoing, 
and others equally prt^judicial to my prescriptive privileges. Para. IV. 
of the Agreement of 1831, states '* such reductions and modifications 
** of the diiferent establishments in the Nizamut as shall be thought 
" desirable and proper by the Nawab Nasim at the present time or here- 
** after, xlinl/ be executed by him^ and with regard to the salaries of his 
"servants and the entertaining and discharging of them he is at liberty 
'* to act (IS he pleases without any intetferencey 

Surely, then, Your Gnu'c, there was nothing in my conduct in this 
matter to warrant the removal from my control of such allowances and 
appointmentM as I liave bt'fore had the entire management of, and I 
truj»t Your Grace will, in fairness and justice, restore to me the 
authority of which I have been unjustly deprived. 

Among tlie allowances of wliich I have been deprived, are the fomr 
following, wliich will rt»adily enable Y'our Grace to perceive the bearing 
of the wiiole question, viz. : — 
(a) Mamoolats. 
(h) Zoniistanec. 

(c) Mutnynats or Deoriats. 

(d) Mookhbarahs. 

For an explanation of these terms, I beg to refer Your Grace to the 
glossarj' annexed to this Memorial ; and, in the first place, will ask 
Your Grace to consider the two first collectively. 

During the minority of my father, Nawab Nazim Hoomayoon Jah, 
although the expenditure was under the special management of the 
Agent Governor-General, a very large debt had been incurred, which 
was subsequently paid out of the surplus of the Deposit Fund, on the 
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ground that it was contracted under the guardianship of the Agent. 
I mention this to show that no amount of interference was found 
effectual to introduce order into Nizamut Affairs from the time that 
Nawab Moobaruck-ul-Dowlah's stipend was reduced. Capt. Thoresbv, 
who was then Agent Governor-General, therefore proposed that all 
stipends to the members of the Nizamut family should be paid from 
his office, and that His Ilighness should receive the remainder of the 
sixteen lacs for hie personal expenditure^ without the obligation of 
giving any account thereof A new arrangement was in consequence 
entered into between the Nawab Nazim and the Governor- General to 
the following effect : — 

1st. Customary perquisites under the name of Mamoolat and 
Zemistanee, given by His Highness, should be commuted to cash 
payments, and on the decease of the recipients, " if there are no heirs 
" entitled to succeed to itj the reversion shall be to the Nizamut Trea- 
" surg,' i.e.y to the Nawab Nazim. His Highness gave his formal 
consent to this Agreement on the 17th February, 1834, and it was 
settled and explained that " although His Highness was thus relieved 
^''from all responsibility connected with the stipends, every facility 
'^ should be given for his making liimficlf acquainted with the 
*• minutest details^ and his wishes regarding grants from the Deposit 
" Fund would be signified to the Agent, and attended to as hereto-' 
**fore" Sir C. Metcalfe, in giving his official consent to this Agree- 
ment, informed His Highness that " the Agent Governor-General has 
" been directed to consider it " (this Agreement') " as the rule imder 
" which Nizamut Affairs are hereafter to be administered." 

The frequent clianges of Agents Q-ovemor-General has been one of 
the most fertile sources of infraction of solemn Agreements, and on 
reference to the records it will be found that from July, 1833, to April, 
1836, no less than six changes of this nature transpired. The conse- 
quence was that Nizamut affairs and the Nazim^s rights were little 
understood^ and as the Supreme Gk>vemment relied on the representa- 
tions of these officers, it was very frequently led into doing many acta 
of injustice, which, if it had been rightly informed, would never have 
been sanctioned. For instance, the Honourable Mr. Melville, who was 
Agent Governor- General in 1836, recommended the resumption of 
Mamoolats, a positive infraction of the Agreement of 1834, and yet 
expressed himself on the duties of Agent Governor-General in ^ho 
following words : — ** One principal duty of the Agent under instrue- 
** tions in force has always appeared to me to be to protect this Prince 
^^from the perpetual tendency of subordinate authorities to encroach 
** upon such rights and privileges as it has been deemed just and 
" expedient to reserve to this family ^ If such was the duty of the 
Agent, how came it that, on his representation, the Government was 
led to resume those allowances, and thus to encroach upon rights 
which it was the Agent's duty to protect ? I would ask Your Grace 
to consider whether it was fair and just that the Government should 
have disposed of that which was virtuaUy my property ? Since the 
Mamoolats and Zemistanee allowances are derived m)m the portion of 
my sixteen lacs stipend set apart annually for the payment of the 
members of the Nizamut family, to whom and to whose heirs tliese 
two allowances, among others, are perfectly legitimate. 
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To understand how the Agent became the bursar of these alloir- 
aneo8, I mudt inform Your Q-raeo that the Nawab Nazim and the other 
moinhers of tlio Nizamut were not always on the best of terms ; it 
therefore sonictiiues occurred that the MamoolaU and Zemistanee 
allowances were withheld from obnoxious members, and when giren 
were not of tlie customary value ; therefore, this money was entrusted 
to tlie Gk>Temment for due disbursement through one of its officers, 
merely cu a guarantee of its regular payment^ so long as heirs were to 
be found, in absence of whom the reversion lawfully would he to the 
Nawab Nazimy as it was before the Government undertook the dis- 
bursement of the allowances. Under these circumstances, it certainly 
appears to me unjust that I should be deprived of these revernons ; 
hence I bring the matter forward for Your Grace's consideration, as 
on infringement of the Agreement of 1834, which expressly stat^ that 
** if thore are no heirs to succeed, the reversion ikall be to the Nizamut 
Treasury** or, in other words, to the Nawab Nazim. Then, again, 
so late as May, 1868, my son-in-law, Nawab Feroze Jung, was refused 
the alio wani'es in question, though his father enjoyed them during his 
Ufetime ; and when he addressed the Agent and memorialized the 
Government, he received the inexorable answer, that " Such allowances 
'* were resumable, and the memorialist could not be permitted to draw 
" them." If such a course. Your Grace, is to be followed, it is very 
evident that the ruin of my family is inevitable, as the annual stipend 
is being gradually reduced by lapses being absorbed^ and although I 
myself only draw Rs. 7,32,000-0-0, / am obliged to grant receipts in 
full for the whole sixteen lacs stipend, which does not appear to me to 
be a legitimate demand , though I am forced to execute it as a 6o- 
vernment order. 

It is my province. Your Grace, as a memorialist to represent my 
grievances ; it is yours to investigate and redress them ; and with 
every hope of justice being done me, I will bring to Your Grace's 
notice the third allowance styled Mutaynats or Deoriats. Reverting 
again to the Agreement of 183 !•, it is therein stated that '* all pensions 
" which had been or might be assigned hereafter to servants and de- 
" pendents shall revert to the Nizamut Treasury as casualties occur 
" and bo at the entire disposal of the Naicab" 

Surely Y^our Grace, it was never intended that resumptions should 
take place on the occurrence of any or all casualties among the servants 
and (icpcmlcnts paid from tliis allowance, nor was it contemplated that 
the Nawab and other members of his family in the enjoyment of this 
privilege, the Mutaynat allowance, should not be permitted to entertain 
or dinniiss tliese dependents and servant* — ^jct such is the case at the 
present moment. The allowance is derived from a source that can 
admit of no misconception viz : my admitted stipend of sixteen Iocs in 
its chlfcrent portion ings to members of my family ; hence I catmot sec 
the justice of absorbing it for the credit of the Deposit Fund inst^ul of 
making it revert to me according to the Agreement of 183 i Again, 
several ni embers of my family have recently been harshly dealt with by 
the Govenimeut in const»qucncc of the above error as to this allowance ; 
take for instance a member of my family drawing 400 rupees and a 
Mutaynat of 3f» rvpefs : in the event of any casualty occurring among 
the dependents who are the recipients of the Mutaynat, any remissness 
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on the part of that member to report the matt-er, results in his becom- 
ing liable to forfeit the allowance together with a part or the wliolc of 
liis hereditary stipend. Such a state of things is daily becoming the 
practice, so I consider it my duty, as the head of the Nizamut Family, to 
appeal against such unjust measures, and to solicit our right to enter- 
tain or dismiss any servant or dependent in our estabhshments toithout 
interference. 

I have another grievance of an equaUy grave nature to lay before 
Your Grace in connection with the disbursement of tliis allowance, 
which I have alvroys looked upon as one of my prescriptive privileges^ 
and with advertence to such privileges it was ordered by Her Majesty's 
Qovemment through the lat« Secretary of State for India, that " His 
" Highness should not be deprived of any of the honors and privileges 
" of which he is now in the enjoyment,** and in conformance with this 
order the disbursement of this allowance was restored to me ; but in a 
few months, and in a most unaccountable manner, without a reason 
being assigned, it was transferred by order of the Agent from my right- 
ful custody to that of the Dewan, whom I had dismissed from my 
service. Nothing could be more hurtful to my foeelings than to be 
thus summarily deprived of one of my privileges, and to see it conferred 
on a man who had been my servant and had given me just cause for 
his dismissal. Silently I have suffered this bitter sUght and humilia- 
tion, in the firm hope of eventually obtaining redress when I laid the 
matter before Her Majesty's Government, and it is now for Your 
Grace to consider the justice of my claim and to restore me to the 
position I ought to occupy according to subsisting agreements as 
guaranteed by Her Majesty's Proclamation of 1868 

I may now trace the consequences of the removal of these allowances 
from my control : 

The aependents who are supported by these allowances, being now 
paid by an officer who has been removed from my control^ are made 
quite independent of my authority, and refuse to render me that ser- 
vice which, under the constitution of these allowances, they would bo 
compelled to do ; and, further, they are taught to believe that they 
are paid from a separate Government Fund instead of a portion 
of my admitted stipend of sixteen lacs, over which 1 oughts in justice, 
to have some control. Thus my prescriptive privileges, which have 
been so oft«n guaranteed, have of Late years been ignored to my preju- 
dice. Further, Mutaynats or stipends left by the Mimnee Begum, 
Bubboo Begum, and others to old retainers, and which were hereditary 
(the descendants of these retainers continuing in the service of the 
family) have recently, after being enjoyed by several generations, been 
resumed by orders of Government, in contradiction to an express pro- 
yision dated 18th July, 1838, for resuming stipends to the Deposit Fund, 
*^ unless when there are dependents of the deceased ^ the support of 
" whom would be a duty incumbent on the relations .'* Thus the imme- 
diate respect of the resumption is to deprive the retainers of their 
bread, and myself of their services ; T therefore pray that these Mutay- 
nat allowances, known also as Deoriat Pensions, bo dealt with more 
liberally by the Government, that they be restored to my control under 
the supervision of the Agent Chvemor- O^neraly as was the practice 
before the recent innovation. 
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I now come to the 4th head of allowances, styled Mookhbarahs, which 
are set apart for certain religious ceremonies enjoined bj our sacred 
writings at the mausoleums of deceased relatives, as also for the keeping 
of these mausoleimis in proper repair, and tchich^from their peculiar 
nature, ought to be under my special care as the head of the family by 
Mahomedan law. Yet, Your Grace will barelv credit that the disburse^ 
ment of these sacred allowances was also made over to the same officer 
whom I discharged, and who is a Hindoo, a persuasion which we are 
taught to regard icith peculiar dread in religious matters, as is well 
known bj anv reader of history — so that the fact of entrusting him (a 
Hindoo) with the management of Mahomedan rites, and the regulatixig 
and disbursement of allowances for jirayers and oflerings for the 
departed of my Faith, does in itself show to what extent arbitrary pro- 
ceedings may he carried to 8upi>ort an officer whose connection with my 
affairs cannot fail to be unpleasant to me, and whose previous conduct 
led me to dispense with his services. Your Grace wUl now see with 
what little consideration I liave been treated, and how much at rariance 
tlie practices of late years have been with the promises held out to me 
in 1839, that " the dignity and honor of the illustrious house which you 
** now represent will ever be an object of care and solicitude to this 
** Gorernment.^* 

And while on this point. Your Grace, I may add that the courtesy 
which my rank entitle* me to in respect of my opinion being sought 
even in the most trifling matters relating to the affairs of the members 
of my family, has been altogether ahantttmed, and happen what may, 
whether it be the death of any memlM?r and the portioning of Ms 
stiiK'nd, or whether assistance be sought by some member from the 
Deposit Fund for any purpose, the officer above alluded to, nnd who now 
holds the title of Dewan Sizamnt is the only person required to report on 
the cate, and my authority it entirely set aside. The recommendations 
made by that officer are, as a rule, sanctioned, and he thus ef\;oy» ttn 
influence over the members of my family (by exercising privileges that 
are mine prescript ively) while /, the Nawab Nazim, and ihe head of the 
Family, am converted into a nonentity, and the Akrobah, as the mem- 
bers of my family are termed, finding that I liave no Toice in their 
affairs, have, with few exceptions, forsaken me to go wliere they are in- 
duced to hope for substantial recognition of their attentions, and while 
my former tervant has every respect shown him in ConACqurnce of his ex- 
ercisinff my preiof^ative, my dur liars are almost deserted, and present at 
once the ludicrous, but to me painful, spectacle of empty seats, as 
hardly any of my Akrobah will attend them, actuated, no doubt, by 
fear of giving offence to the Dewan Nizaniut, to whose clique they 
profess to belong, in the hope of receiving favours at liis hands ; for 
Your Grace is no doubt aware that any officer supported under Govern- 
msnt authority can exercise despotic sway over the minds of those natives 
who draw their stipends through him, and it is for Your Grace to con- 
sider whether this officer is still to exercise arbitrary control over mu 
family, or whether in justice I may be permitted to resume that naturui 
control over my affairs which the head of every family should exercise^ 
irrc8}>ective of other claims insured by Treaty or Agreement. 

It may be urged, Yoiu* Grace, against my objections, that the manage- 
ment and disbursement of these allowances came within the duties as- 
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signed to the Bewan Nizamut, even wliile they were in my custody ; 
true, but the Dewan, being then my paid servant, merely acted up to 
my instructions as a steward, and could not exercise the arbitrary dis- 
posal of them as he now does ; and what I now pray for, Your Grace, 
IS that the Dewan should be entirely under my control as before, and 
that I only may be held responsible to tlie Agent Governor-General 
for the correct disbumemeHt of these allowances. This was the course 
before I took the present Dewan Nizamut into my terrice^ and, as there 
was never any constraint imposed upon me before I selected this officer, 
/ tittle thought that he wniid ever have been made an instrument J or my 
humiliation. It is for Your Grace to decide whether I have been Justly 
dealt with, and whether the placing of this officer over my private affairs 
as a permanent arrangement has been conducive to •' the honor and 
dignity of my exalted station,'' as guaranteed by the Government. I 
am both ready and willing at once to resume the management and dis- 
bursement of these several allowances as prescribed, before their re- 
moval from my custody, and to submit all documents and papers con- 
nected with their management for the information and sanction of the 
Agent Governor-General, as was the practice before, and I trust tliat 
Your Grace will give me your considerate support for the restoration of 
this and my other prescriptive privileges, of which the only on«i that I 
am now honored with is my salute of nineteen guns, which wa« nwtored 
to me under circumstances stated in the following letter from iiis Ex- 
cellency, (the late) Lord Canning. 

"Mt Fbibio), 

**In consequence of your numerous and valuable msrvicen rendered 
'* to the British Government during the Santhal rebellion in 1855, and 
" at the more serious crisis which followed, the mutiny of the native 
*' troops of the Bengal Army in 1857, services which are ¥nA\ knrnrn 
" to all, and for which Your Highness has from time t<i time rmmvwi 
** the thanks of the Government, as well as recognitions of a mftre 
" pubUc and permanent kind, I consulted the ilonoumble the hif*ti- 
** tenant-Governor of Bengal as to what special mark of Uie favour of 
*' the Government it would be expedient to confer on Your Highness, 
" so that it might be manifest to all men that Your ilighnoMi' Uryal 
" services and faithful attachment to the Bntifih Oovemnicnt are Juf^ 
" appreciated, and that the Government is nol urnnimlful of the good 
" offices rendered by Your Highness in a seasftn of trouble. 

" The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal hjw laid bfjforo mo in » 
'* minute a complete record of all that Your Jlighncss and Your High- 
*' ness' servants did on these two occasions ; and this minute, recorded 
" in the Archives of Government, will serve as a perpetual rinnom- 
" brance of Your Highness* active and zealous support^ and of the 
^^ firm friendship which exists between Your Highness and the British 
" Government. 

" My Friend, I have read this record of Y'our Highness' friendly 
" acts with the most lively satisfaction, and entirely agreeing in the 
" views expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor, I have directed that 
•' Your Highness shall henceforth always receive a salute of nineteen 
** guns, and that certain rules which are now in force, as regards Your 
" Highness' recreations, shall be wholly removed. 
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** Bt thcM* and other tokens of farouT which Your Highness has 
** received in consideration of your loyal services, Your Highness will 
'* be satisfiod of tlie high estimation in which those services are bdd, 
" and of my sincere desire to mark my appreciation of them. 

** I have only to add, in conclusion, that on the recommendation of 
** tlio Ajjent and of the Lieutenant-Governor, I have had the pleasure 
** of conferring ujx)n Your Highness* Dewam Rai Prosuno Namn 
•' Deb Bahadoor tlie title of Kajah Bahadoor, in recognition of the 
" ability and zeal with which, under Your Highness* directions, he 
** co-operated with tlie British authorities to restore and maintain 
" tranquillity on both the occasions above referred to. 

" I have, &c., 
" (Signed) CAinoNO." 



Before concluding this head of my Memorial. I may be permitted to 
offer a few remarks on that portion of the letter (Page 269), from 
His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning, which refers to the dis- 
miHsiU of ray Dewan ; and I would respectfully urge, Your Grace, that 
tin' line of argument adduced by His Lordship is based upon an erro- 
neous supposition, that the Government had always exercised a con- 
trol over the appointment of the Dewans Nixamut. A careful exami- 
nation of the Treaties witli Nawabs Nudjm-ul-Dowlah, Syef-ul-Dowlah, 
and Mobanick-ul-Dowlah will sliow that tke Dewang who were ap- 
pointed under the sanction of the Government were invested only with 
the control of that portion of the Nawab^a allowances <usigned for 
State purposes^ or the support of his rank and dignity^ while the 
personal stipend of the Nawab (over which the Government did not 
claim any control) was left; entirely at his disposal. 

When the Government of India (after the receipt of the despatch 
from the Court of Directors, dated 20th April, 1771, ordering them to 
witlihold that portion of tlie allowances of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dow- 
lah. set apart for the supjwrt of the rank and dignity of the Nawab 
Nazims, and which tliey considered were unnecessary for him during 
his minority), deprived the Nawab of the State allowance which had 
been guaranteed by the Treaty in per])etuity, the Government control 
over the appointment of the Dewans (who had had the disbursement 
of that sum alone) ceased, and, moreover, it does not appear from any 
record that the Government ever afterwards claimed a voice in the 
appointment of tlie Dewans wliom the Nawabs selected for the pur- 
pt)Si' of keeping their family ju^eounts ; but in 1816, when the Govem- 
nient thought prt)per to interfere, for the avowetl purpose of extricating 
the Nizam lit from pecuniary difficulties, Mr Monckton suggested that 
an officer should be appointed by the Government to control the affairs 
of the Nizamut, *^ invested with dignity of a representative character^ 
•* and enabled to devote his time and attention exclusively to the 
*• duties of his situation." A separate fund was formed from the 
Nawab's money for the support of this functionary, who was duly in- 
stalled under the auf<j)iccs of Govenmient, and with the sanction of the 
Nawab, and sty led. the Agent to the Governor-General. Hence, Your 
Grace, it is very evident that the Agent, who was expected to control 
all the accounts of the Nizamut, was virtually the Qovemment Dewau^ 
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and WB8 the only officer connected with the Nizamut, in whose appoint- 
ment or dismiflflal the Ooyemment could jtutly claim any interfe* 
rence. 

Tour Gbuoe wiU, I trust, excuse me for having again introduced this 
subject, but as it is one that has materially affected my social position, 
I feel that it should be prominently set forward to attract the notice of 
Her Mi^est^'s Qt>Temment, and in the earnest hope that it will receive 
a just and mipartial consideration, I will leave it to Your Grace's dis- 
posal, and introduce the sixth and last subject of my Memorial. 



Vi. EZTBAORDTNARY TRANSACTIONS OF MR. TORRBNS, 
AGBNT GOVKRNOR-OENERAL ! 

I regret having occasion to allude to Para. 14 of Despatch No. 30 of 
the 17th June, 1864, from Her Majesty's Secret^ of State, to the 
6k)>Temor-G«neral of India, on reference to which Your Gbace will ob- 
serve, that while the Secretary of State admits that I had good grounds 
for complaint against the conduct of Mr. Torrens, yet regrets that 
owing to the death of that officer, he, (the Bight Honorable G-entleman) 
is ** i^luctantlv driven to the conclusion, that no benefit will arise from 
" reopening the consideration of that subject." Your Ghraoe, my com- 
plaint was not against Mr. Torrens in his private capacity, but as Agent 
Govemor-Gknenl, and an officer acting for the British Government 
whose actions bore prima fiuns the auQiority of Government. Your 
Once, the Most Hon. the late Marquis of Dalhousie, in the case of 
some of my servants who were declared innocent of any crime by the 
highest Court of British Indian Judicature, declared that I as their 
master was to be held responsible and punishable for what they had 
never done, and were proved never to have been privy to, yet in this 
instance where (Page 112) a high Government officer plunges into 
" intrigues,*' and instructs the doctoring and cookine up of accounts 
under the SBgis of his official position, which effectually protected him 
from being personally indicted in the Supreme Court of Calcutta for 
fr«ad, both tne Indian and Home Governments declare that there would 
be no benefit arising from an enquiry into the subject as the Agent is 
now dead ; but Your Grace, Mr. Torrens in all ne did acted in his 
Ojffleial eapaeity^ as evidenced by his own declaration to that effect, and 
although specific losses to the extent of upwards of £260,000 were sus- 
tained by me in consequence, I am desired to believe and admit that 
the consideration of the matter would not lead to any benefit. If by 
such expression be meant, that it would lead to the publication of a 
scandal, and exhibit the dereliction of the Government of India, in 
not interfering for my protection before the death of Mr. Torrens, or 
asserting that a mistake had been made in the selection of such an 
officer for the Post of Agent, I am prepared to admit that the Govern- 
ment of India would by no possible means derive benefit or credit from 
an enquiry into the matter ; but. Your Grace, does this consideration 
prove that my losses are fictitious and not worthy of consideration ? 
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A puUie trial in the Supreme Coart oompelled the productioo 
sf the kitrr qiwted on Pare IIS. knd th« kavuuU of the AgtuU, 
Ilnsn. U»-keiUM Lnll and Co^ fullj nibetuitiBted mj BMertHra that 
the •crumulstioii of bit miuontt monej wm Mjuaadered and mi^ppro- 
prwtAl, undpr th« fanrticm, knavlnlge and cmmiTmncfl of the Trry 
oScer vhooe dutj it vu to mtcb OTer mj inlererte and protect me 
from being impiMeil apon br others. Tour Grace, iturl; the death of 
■ GuTFRunenl Officer canoot diminub or remoTe the respoDsibiUtj of 
the GoTerameal for irboin he aeted, and irhom he perBonallT lepre- 
■teled ] and althou^ the eiutenn of Mr. Torrma might hare led to 
hia brin; indicted in a CViminal Court and puniahed fur hia onnduct. 
jet thi* done, the nnioaDitHlitj of the GoTemmeut to make good the 
ipaeifir loaM* vhicji hi* niiadndi had orcanoned. would haTe been 
hnitiiniti^j claimaUe in a Ciril Court. Mj coniplaint against Mr. 
Torrvo* and the other partica implicated in thaae ne&rioua transaction* 
nwcll known to the GoTenunent (ride Letter of 12th April, 1853, 
F^e 122), and although I inidluted a luit againat ume of the 
paitiea euncenwd for the recoTerj of mj dues, the p r oceedinga weie 
Mopped at the iiutann of the Gorenuneut, and I waa thua hopriesal* 



naf be enabled to dedde w 



Haring now laid befuee Tour Giaoe the general dMaOa of tay giWT- 
■unit and a few doetunenli (out of mant that might be prodncad) in 
■apport of the juitice at mj dainu — 1 will, for the pnrpoae of lacili- 
tatin^ inquirj, endearour, with Yodt Graoe'i pennieaioo, to dednce 
I III! lam pointi theie f rcaa wfaid I would beg teapectAiIty to aobmit for 
Iha conaalentiDn of Her IC^eMr'a GOTcrruuent. 

1. With what object were the TroUiee herein alluded to. piBcoted 
between the RepreaentaliTeaof thetwoGoTenuncnta? What jrrucr^/e* 
ware inrotTed? 

1. Wm the Fowm bound ■'■ iloaor to abide bj the acta of their 



3. Who were the RrpiesentatiTee that eieeuled the TreatiM aHoded 
to r What were their nspectiTe positiona ? What ware the otNtditiaBa 
aod obligations implied in the TnMiea t 

4. What led to the modification of the Treatiaa during serenl 
generatioDJ ? How were the relatiTe podtiooi of the C 
Rimn altered Iherebr f 

5. \\ , ; , _ ■ . ': (.i.iiaJTrealT svith N'awab Xnj 
»^.Dgn.^- \V..,-. . ii^ ■■ ■■:-■■■ !!-•■' 

6. Was the yinnann of the King o[ Dellii binding en 
M-^ India C^mpanj- On what terms wh the Giant o< 
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binding on the then existing OoTemment and, Nawab ? Whj was it 
concluded with the words *' for ever ?" Was it acted up to during the 
lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah ? 

9. What opinion did the Ck>urt of Directors offer in regard to the 
Treaty of 1770, being the basis of all their future operations with the 
Nawabs Nazim ? Were their instructions carried out ? 

10. What led to the pecuniary embarrassment of Nawab Mobaruck- 
ul-Dowlah ? What originated all the measures that have since been 
introduced bj which the Political and social status of the Nawabs 
Nazim has been lowered ? 

11. What were the objects for which the several Funds were 
formed? Have these objects been carried out and the conditions 
fulfflled? 

12. Is the Nawab Nazim entitled to receive the surplus of the 
Deposit Fund that may have accumulated by interest or otherwise 
over and above the Two Lacs per annum he has been and is still 
obliged to set apart for the objects of the Fund ? 

13. Does the condition of the Fund require that contributions should 
still be made to it by the Nawabs Nazim for the furtherance of its 
object ? Under what circumstances is the Nawab Nazim entitled to 
receive pecuniary assistance from the Fimd ? 

14. Is the Nawab Nazim justly entitled to the reversion of the lapsed 
Stipends ? 

15. Why was the office of Agent Governor-General established? 
What, strictly speaking, are the duties of that officer ? 

18. What were the duties of the Dewan after the appointment of 
the Agent Governor-General ? Had the Nawab a right to dismiss him 
as his own servant, without reference to the Agent ? Was the sub- 
sequent action taken against the Nawab Nazim just ? 

17. Were the harsh measures adopted by His Excellency (the late) 
Marquis of Dalhousie against the Nawab Nazim based on just and 
reasonable conclusions ? 

18. Were the circumstances that led to the estrangement between 
the Agent Governor-General and the Nawab Nazim of so grievous a 
nature as to justify the action taken by His Excellency (the late) 
Lord Canning, against the Nawab Nazim ? 

19. What are the meanings of the words hereditary and Nizamut so 
frequently used in the Treaties and in the letters from various 
Governors-General to the Nawabs Nazim ? 

20. On what grounds has it been asserted that the sum of Sixteen 
Lacs is the " Alignment by Treaty of the Family ?" Is it just to 
demand a receipt from the Nawab Nazim for the whole sum of 
Sixteen Lacs, without rendering him some account as to its disburse- 
ment? 

21. Were not the Nawabs Nazim declared under the authority of 
the Government to be Independent Princes and treated as such ? 
What offence have they been guilty of on account of which their 
Political status has been lowered ? Why have they been deprived of 
"the prescriptive rights, honours, and privileges of their exalted 
" station, guaranteed * by subsisting Treaties and long-established re- 
" lations,' to be inviolably observed for ever.'* 

z 2 
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I would here solicit the favour of Your Grace again considering the 
wording of the Treaties, from which it would appear that the Nawabs 
Nazini gradually ceded their power to the Honourable East India 
Company, for the better governing and protecting of their Provinces 
and People, and in return they received guarantees that the Honour- 
able East India Company would secure their position as Princea. and 
that their '* riglits, honours, and dignity would be scrupulouslj 
•* maintained.*' Thus, Your Grace, from voluntarily having placed 
themselves in the position of feudatories to the Nawabs Nazim, the 
Honourable East India Company eventually acquired the Supreme 
Administrative Government ot the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa ; but as thev boimd themselves to perform certain obliga« 
tions, it is for the fulfilment of these promises by Her Majesty's 
Govenunent, that I now pray ; and although as a faithful Ally of 
the BritiMli, it is not for me to question the acts of their £xalted 
Government, yet as a powerless Prince, relying on the hopes and 
promises held out to my Ancestors by the Representatives of that 
GoTcniment, through which means the possession of the three 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa was secured to them by 
Treaty, without bloodshed, and thus (under the blessing of the Al- 
mighty) a way was opened for the introduction of good government, 
wise legislation, ana profitable institutions, into a country which, 
for many ages, had been the scene of political intrigues, massacre, 
and bloodshed, I may be allowed to inqidre whether Her Ma}esty*8 
Exalted Government and the British Nation will now give their 
Sanction to the further carrying out of the svstem of oppression and 
injustice which has prevailed against mysel/ and other Princes of 
India for some time past, under which it has even been proposed, in 
opposition to the principles of justice and honor, that the Gk>vemment 
should withdraw entirely from the support of those titled stipendiaries, 
whose rank antl dignity it has bound itself to protect! Nay, rather, 
Your Grace, would it not be more consistent with the Exalted Position 
and Magnanimous Principles of the British Government, to endeavour 
to elevate and educate tlie Princes and People of India in such a 
manner as might enable the former to hold offices under the Govern- 
ment, in which they would command respect and esteem, and be made 
useful members oi society, and the latter be made acquainted with 
everything that is good and profitable, by which they might improve 
their social condition ; for by such means the Government would re- 
move all causes of dLsafiection, and the sense of injustice that is felt 
in many instances, and would eventually secure the affection and 
attachment of all classes of natives in India in perpetuity. 

In conclusion, I would earnestly ask Your Grace to take an impartial 
view of mv claims, so far as they are based on tlie principles of truth, 
honor, and justice, and if consistent with these principles, I pray that 
I and my family may be placed in the position we ousht to occupy, so 
that I may feel and find that my wrongs have been redressed, and that 
the Exalted Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland has carried out the Assurances given by Her Most Gracious 
Mi^esty in 1858, that " all Treaties made by the East India Company 
'* are by Us accepted, and will be scrupulously maintained," ana We 
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" will respect the rights, dignity, and honor of Native Princes as Our 



*' own." 



I have the honor to be, 

Your Grace's sincere frieiul, 

(Signed) Stud Munsoor XJllee. 



Alexandra Hotel, London, 
July, 1869. 



This Memorial, instead of being dealt with on its own 
merits, has, as before stated, been referred to the Govern- 
ment of India for a Eeport thereon ; but what further light 
the local Government of India can throw upon the subject 
of His Highness's claims, it is difficult to divine, since 
in Para. 2 of the Despatch of June, 1864, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India declared that "yl/Z the 
co7*reftpondence necessary to the formation of a correct 
opinion with respect to the social questions which they 
illustrate had then been received P* Perhaps it was 
thought that the prospect of an English winter might 
induce an Eastern Prince brought up in luxury to leave 
England and return to his own native country, where 
once again under the jurisdiction of the local Govern- 
ment he might never again be allowed the privilege of 
visiting our free country to advocate his claims in 
person. But the Indian Prince, with hope to sustain 
him, has withstood the inclemency of our climate, 
and not having received a reply to his Memorial, 
or any consideration from the Indian Government, 
is now compelled to lay his grievances before the public, 
with a view of obtaining that sympathy and support to 
which he is justly entitled at the hands of the British 
Government and Nation, not only as a rights but as an 
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act of gratitude for the services he rendered to our 
countryvien in the far East^ in their season of trial and 
danger in 1857, when men of his own creed and country 
raised the standard of rebellion throughout the landy and 
endeavoured to throw off t/ie British yoke in India. 

Apart from all pecuniary compensation to which His 
Highness considers himself entitled at the hands of the 
Imperial Oovernment there are other matters of a political 
and social character set forth in the Memorial, which being 
of a less expensive nature, ought, we think, to be entirely 
conceded to His Highness as an act of courtesj ; but 
leaving these matters to be justly dealt with bj Her 
Majesty's Q-ovemment, we will give our readers an idea 
of the enormous losses sustained by the Nawabs and the 
gain effected for the East India Company, from 1757 to 
1858, and since 1858 by the Indian Govemment through 
the infringement of those Sacred Treaties and Agree- 
ments made by the East India Company with the Bepre- 
sentatives of Ihe House of Meer Jaffier Ali Khan. 
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STATEMENT 

Showing ike Approximate Amount dedwded from the Niiamvt SHpen 
by lAe Qovemment of India Mnder carious pretexU tit^e the infring 
ment of the terms of the Treaty and Ayreement of 1770 in 1773. 



Ai. Pc. 



. Aociuuulstioua of the difTorcnoc 1»- 
twaen (he Annual SLipvnd of 
K«, 81,81,901-9 iigiwd on bj 
Treat; "/or ever" (Pnge 26) and 
the Annuil Allowance of Rupees 
16,00,000 paid ae "AHignniDnt 
bj Treaty of the Familg" tPage 
380) from 1772 till 1870 • . . 1 

AcCiUnnlatioiiH of th(< montlilj 
amount of Ks. 18,000 deduettid 
from the "Annual AlloHHnce" 
of the Niianiut from Scrtemlipr 
1790 to Derember 1816. ty order 
of Lord CommdliB (Pago 29) for 
meeting the liabilitiea (Rupees 
22,86,666-12-8) incurred bj Hb- 
wab Mobttrupk'Ol'dowlali in con- 
HHjucnco of hit income baring 
been tuyiutly curtailed in 1773 

, Aocumulationa of Munnee Bpgum's 
Stipend and PriTBte Proportj np- 
propriatsd for the Agency Fimd 
and " iBoerterf in Ooremmitil 
SecuritM" bj order of the Oo- 
Tcmor- Genera!, bb coinraunicatal 
in Ur. Monclton's letlor of IStli 
December, 1816, (Pnge 62) . . 

, AocumulationB of Munnoe Bogum*B 
Stipend " inTeeted in Public Secu- 
rities for ihe beneUt of the Kiu- 
mut" 1^ order of the Govemor- 
Genersl as communicnteil in Mr. 
PrioBPp'n letter, dated 28th Jan,, 
1823 (Puce 83) dolueling the 
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■iont which lapMd bj the deceue 
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Depoat Fund at the suggsslion 
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IM*. — A* eevrrttl of the aboic suma were inTr«ted in QoTenunent Secaritiea beaiing 
Intereet, and the Int«reit was re-inrested (Pages 72 and 60), the accumulaliona must 
baTB now reached enormous proportions. 



345 

The enormity of the injustice perpetrated by the 
Government of India against the Nawabs Nazim must 
strike every honourably disposed Englishman with 
surprise, and should, we think, for the sake of our 
National Credit, lead Her Majesty's Government at 
once to redress the wrongs which have been inflicted, 
and so patiently borne with for upwards of one hundred 
years by those Princes. 

But it may be asked, why have not these wrongs 
before been brought to the notice of the British Public ? 
This may be answered by referring the reader to a 
consideration of the political relations that existed 
between the Nawabs Nazim of Bengal and the Hon- 
ourable East India Company in former years, whereby 
the latter held the former under absolute control, 
and prevented their appealing to the British Govern- 
ment, except through their own officers. The little 
notice taken of the present Nawab's Memorials by 
the local Government of India will sufficiently ex- 
hibit the manner in which Native Princes, faithfully 
attached to the British cause, are treated by that 
Government, and should awaken public attention to 
the fact that such a stale of things must tend to act 
unfavourably on the minds of those Princes and may 
again produce that spirit of defection in India which 
probably was one great source to which the Kebellion 
of 1857 might be traced. 

As the Nawab in His Memorial does not specify 
exactly what he requires, but appeals in general terms 
to the Government for justice and an acknowledgment 
of his claims so far as they are based on sound principles, 
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we may Tenture to submit for our readers a statement of 
such demands as in our opinion migbt appear legiti- 
mately claimable from the Imperial GK>vernment by the 
Nawab. 

1. A recognition of the hereditary rank, dignity 

and privileges of himself and his successon 
as long as they continue to remain faithful 
to the British Government. 

2. A guarantee that the titular dignity^ social 

prestige and private rights of his family 
shall not in future be invaded by the officers 
of the Indian Government. 

3. An admission that the Nawab Nazim^ who^ 

ever he tnay 6e, is liereafter to have the 
entire control of the affairs of the Nizarwut. 

4. A settlement of his pecuniary claims upon 

the Government of India on a fair and 
reasonable appraisement ^ and the future pay- 
ment to himself his heirs and »uccpssorSy of 
a stipend commensurate with their dignity, 
to be fixed by mtitual agreement. 

Before concluding our subject, we will again briefly ex- 
plain the general grounds upon which His Highness 
the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa presses 
his claims upon the attention of the British GK>Yernmeiit 

The East India Company, having obtained the Execu- 
tive Administration of some of the Provinces of India 
by deed of gift or right of purchase from the Native 
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Princes who ruled over them, were legally bound to pay 
those Princes and their heirs-at-law the several sums 
they had stipulated for as the price of the transfer, for 
such periods as were set forth in the Agreements executed 
between them and the Company, hy virtue of which alone 
the Company were legally entitled to hold possession of 
the privileges that had been transferred to them ; and 
the British Government having by Royal Proclama- 
tion in 1858 taken up all the obligations contracted 
by the East India Company has since that time been 
legally bound to fulEl all the engagements made 
by that august body while administering the affairs of 
India. 

Such being the nature of the bonds now existing 
between the British Government and Indian Princes, 
we will leave the question of the Nawab's claims to 
be equitably adjusted by the Houses of Parliament, 
and in conclusion express a hope that as " our National 
Faith has been pledged," His Highness will receive that 
justice which, in our opinion, the merits of his case de- 
serve, and on his return to India, will carry with him the 
conviction of his loyal Ancestors, that " British Honour 
and Public Faith are unimpeachable, and the Word and 
Bond of the British Nation can never be broken/* 



THE END. 
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